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MODERN HISTORY. 



DISPERSION OF THE JEWS. 

^ I ^riE ancient part of the Jewish hi8tor7 was 
JL concluded with an account of the siege and 
'demolition of the temple and city of Jerusalem ; 
of the dreadful slaughter of many of the inhabit- 
ants Which ensued; and of the dispersion and 
Servitude of the wretched survivors. These 
Events exactly corresponded^ in every particular, 
to the divine predicti<Hi of Jesus^ the long pro- 
hiised and expected Messiah, whom the Jews re- 
jected and crucified. In continuing the Jewish 
history, "we shall commence our narrative with 
an account of those who retired from Jerusalem^ 
immediately after the destruction of their city 
and temple by the Romans, and dispersed them- 
selves through the countries of Turkey, Persia, 
Egypt, Palestine, and the eastern parts of th6 
worid ; and we shall conclude our i*elati6n with 
a recital of the principal occurrences which bes- 
fel th ose Jews that migrated into Italy, Spaing 
Portugal, France, Englaiid, Gertnatvy, and othet 
|>rovinces of Europe.* 

* Besides these distinctions, the Etiro]>eati Jews divkle 
themselves into northern and somhern; the former con. 
Visthig of those wlio for many ages have resided in Gerv 
many, Denmark, Poland, iaind other northern provinces 
ind the latter, those in Spain, Portugal, 8tc. 

Voi. XIIL B 
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5 DISPERSION OF 

The history of the eastern Jews is veiy <^3- 
scure and perplexed. The rest of that people are 
gre?itly ignorant of what happened to thetr bre- 
thren in those remote countries, and have re- 
ceived' very imperfect intelligence from thence* 
They who survived the demolition of the temple 
and city of Jerusalem, and escaped the Riry of 
the Roman soldiers, retired, some into Galilee, 
but a much greater nomber into Egypt «nd Gy- 
rene. The learned Dr. Lightfoot, however, con- 
jectured that the. Jewish sanhedrim was not 
abolished, but only removed to Jamnia, and from 
thence to Tiberias, where it subsisted till the 
death of Judah the saint ; and that academies 
were erected in other cities, whilst the nation was 
still governed by a patriarch. But all this rests 
on the bare authority of their traditions, which, 
in what concerned the Jewish honour, are not to 
be depended on, and seem, iri this particular, to 
be entirely false ; for it does not appear, that the 
Romans left to that court the least shadow of 
power or authority. On the contrary, we know 
that the whole nation, on account of their fre- 
quent and bloody rebellions, was grievously op- 
, pressed ; and it is not probable, that a people 
become so odious and dete'stable, would be per- 
mitted such a supreme (court, and one which 
had so great and extensive authority. Besides, 
if Titus had made any concession of this nature 
to the Jewish people, Josephus, as well for the 
honour of that emperor, as for the credit of his 
nation, would, doubtless, have noticed it. And 
Domitian is known to have hated the Jews too 
much to have allowed them such a signal privi- 
lege ; for he was rather a persecutor than a friend 
so^d benefector of that people. It is, therefore, 
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Iti the refgh of the emperor Nerva, his successor* 
wiio was much more favourable to the Jews, that 
we arc to look for tht first appearance and insti* 
tution of these Jewish patriarchs* During the 
two {H^ceding reigns, they were treated with 
cruelty and oppression ; nor can they be sup- 
posed, under those several calamities, to have 
recovered themselves so far from their disper- 
sion, as to have been in a condition to obtain this 
new dignity, much less to radse it to such a de- 
gree of authority. 

With respect to the patriarchs of Judea, they 
are generally considered to have been of the 
Aaronick or Levitical race» and not of the tribe 
of Judah, which, in these parts, was eithler extin- 
guished, or at least so far depressed, that Uiey 
could not resume their former functions and 
power ; and any such attempt would only have 
biXHight upon them the resentment of the Ro- 
man nation* That the Priests and Levites, how- 
ever, should be permitted to assume the power 
of instructing the people, and, for that purpose* 
to erect schools, to appoint n^asters, and, at 
length, to instal one over the rest, with the title 
of Rosh Abboth, or head of the fathers, and to. 
which the Greek woi-d patriarch corresponds, 
seems very probable ; for neither their tribe, 
which was excluded the regal dignity, nor their 
office, which was then confined to matters of re^ 
ligion, could give any umbrage to the Roman 
power. The authority which they acquired over 
the people committed to their charge, owed its 
rise and gradual increase to their great reputa- 
tion for learning and* piety, and principally con- 
sisted in the decision of matters which i^lated 
Ui reUgionj and in framing the wisest and most 
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4 DI«PBRSI<>»*Or 

effectual regulations for the re-establishmeufe^ftndl 
permanency of it. The authority of the patri^ 
archs, however^ has been greatly exaggerated bf - 
the Jewish writers, in order to repel a powerful 
argument urged by the Christians, that the 
sceptre or regal power mentioned by Jacob, had 
departed fVom them. Subordinate officers were 
appointed under them, whose business it was ta 
carry their decisions into effect, and to regulate 
other affairs within the cognizance of the patri- 
archs. 

Having determined the most probable era. of 
the commencement of the patriarchate, it will be: 
necessary to observe, that the celebrated city of 
Tiberias, founded by Herod, and situated on the 
lake of that name, was chosen for the patriarchal 
seat. In this cityj also, a Jewish academy was 
soon after erected, which became famous for itil 
learned men, and particularly for the compilers 
of the Mishnah*. 

In the next century, the Jews rebelled under 
A. D. ^^^ emperor Trajan, which can only be 
115. ascribed to their impatience and hatred of 
a foreign yoke. Their resentment raged 
with incredible fury, notwithstanding the low 
condition to which they had before been reduced. 
The Jews at Cyrene, who had been settled there 
for some time, and had become powerful, were 
the first to rebel, and gained some considerable 
advantages over the Cyrenians and Egyptians. 
These fied immediately, to Alexandria, and 
alarmed that city to such a degree, that all the 
Jews found in it were massacred* Those at Cy- 

* The Mishnah is a code or body of oral tTaditions, 
founded on the writings and ordinances of Moses, &c. 
The Greeks called it Dciiterononiy, or thciKcond iaw^. 
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reftcj provoked at such a dteadful repnsal, chose 
one Andrcia for their principal. Under this 
leader, they killed two hundred and twenty thou- 
ie^nd inhabitants, and fought many desperate 
battles with the Romans, under M. Turbo, whom 
Ti-ajan sent with a powerful army, to reduce 
fhetn. They laid waste and depopulated the 
whole country of Lybia, and Adrian was aflcr^ 
wards under the necessity of sending a colony to 
re-people it- 

In the next year, the Jews of Mesopotamia 
Appeared in arms^ and in such force, that the in- 
habitants of the whole country feared for their 
safety* This obliged the emperor to send L« 
Quietus, at that time the greatest general the 
Romans had. He slew great numbers of the in* 
surgents, and again subjected the rest to the Ho- 
rn^ power; but lest they should re-assemble, 
and rebel after his departure, Trajan appointed 
him governor of Palestine^ that he might keep 
them in awe. 

Soon after, the Jews in the isle of Cjrprus re- 
volted, and destroyed two hundred and forty 
thousand of the inhabitants. Trajan, thereforet 
sent Adrian with a powerful anny, who with 
difficulty subdued them ; and they were after- 
wards, by an edict, banished the island. 

The next insurrection was raised by their false 
snessiah, or caziba, or, as he called himself, Bar- 
chochab. This man taking advantage of the 
resentment with which the minds of the Jews 
were at that time inflamed, on account of a colo- 
ny which Adrian had sent to rebuild the city 
of Jerusalem, and of a prohibition to circumcise 
their children^ became the principal of the Jewish 
nation, ^pd proclaimed himself their long ex- 
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peded Messiah. He was one of those bandktfi. . 
that infested Judea, and committed all kinds oC^ 
violence ^unst the Romans. Havings howe-* 
ver, become powerful, he was chosen king oC" 
the Jews, and acknowledged as the true Messiah. 
He chose for his precursor, the celebrated Akiba> 
who being in high repute among the Jews, and 
chief of their sanhedrim, declared him to be the 
star which had been predicted to arise out of Ja- 
cob. An army of two hundred thousand men 
was imme^ately raised, and Bither became the 
place of their retreat, and the ca{Htal o[ this new 
kingdom. - 

fiarchochab, however, did not declare war " 
A.D stgidnst the Romans, till Adrian had quit- 
134.' ted Egypt* When the Roman emperor 
was inarmed of the great number o£ 
banditti, and other straggling Jews, who had 
flocked to the standard of Barchochab, he sent 
T. Rufus with a num^irous and powerful body 
of troops agsdnst them ; but these forces were 
not sufficiently strong to prevent the impostor^ 
from gaining advantages over him, and from 
destroying great numbers of converted Jews, 
Romans, and Christians. At length Julius Se- 
verus, who was then in England, and was es- 
teemed the most consummate general of his 
Jige and nation, was deputed to command the 
troops destined to act against the insurgents* 
^ot thinking it prudent or safe <o oppose at 
once so vast and powerful an army, he contented 
himself with partial engagements, and with de- 
feating detachments of their forces. By these 
means, he at length enclosed the enemy in Bi- > 
ther, cut off all their supplies, and laid siege to 
the place. The insurgents defended tl^mselTCf * 
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yMa great braTery, and put Triphon, a flunous 
rabbi) to death, for ooly apposing to surrender 
tbe town* The beueged, however, wcould not 
long withstand the rep^ited and vigorous attacks 
made upon tbe place* In one of these assaults, 
Barchochab was killed, and Bither soon after 
surrendered* A dreadful carnage of the Jews 
immediately ensued, and their historians affirm, 
that a g^reater number of their countrymen was 
destroyed i^ithin the walls of Bither, than was 
the whole amount of their nation when they emi- 
grated from the land of Egypt* Akiba, after 
suffering a severe imprisoament, was doomed by 
the conquerors to a cruel death ; and with him, 
say the Jews, pc^rished the glory of the Jewish 
law. In this war, the Romans lost a great 
number of troops ; but the number of the Jews 
that died by the sword, was five hundred and 
eighty thousand, besides those who perished by. 
iamine, fire, and divers other calamities* 

The Roman general having thus terminated 
the war, the emperor Adrian seized the 
advantage of this peacefiil interval to per- ^^' 
feet his design of rebuilding Jerusalem* 
But it was not the intention of Adrian to rein- 
state the Jews in their ancient city, which would 
only have occasioned more frequent revolts* On 
tlie contrary, by this action, he intended to mor- 
tify and humble the spirit of that stubborn 
people* ForHhat purpose, he caused the an- 
cient monuments of religion in the temple to be 
effaced and destroyed, and statues of pagan idols 
to be substituted in their room ; and he likewise 

• issued a severe edict, which expressly prohibited 
the Jews from entering the city* Not, however, 

* ladsfied^th theac acts of profanation and seve* 
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rity, Adrian gave orders, that great number!^ 
of these unhappy peo{4e should be annually sold 
like horses, and that the rest should be banished 
into Egypt. By these means, he efiectuaily re- 
moved the Jewish inhabitants from Jerusalem f 
and this state became the most wretched and de* 
plorable that can possibly be imagined* £x<^ 
eluded entrance into the holy city, their ancient, 
inheritance, they surveyed Jerusalem from the 
neighbouring mountains, and wept over it. Fre-^ 
quently did the men and women ascend the 
Mount of Olives, and with their clothes rent^ 
their hair dbhevelled, and 4n all the ecstacy of 
grief and despair, bewail the ruin and decay of 
their once splendid and celebrated metropolis* 

Whilst the western Jews, however, were thus^ 
experiencing all the miseries of oppression and 
violence, a much better fate attended their bre* 
thren in the east* Trajan, indeed, had carried 
his arms against them as far as Mesopotamia^ 
but after Adrian was invested with the purple, 
he consented that the Euphrates should be the^ 
boundary of the Roman empire ; the Jews, there- 
fore, that resided beyond that river, were, in ge- 
neral, not concerned in the war which we have 
been relating. A few of them, however, passed 
the Euphrates, that they might assist their bre* 
thren in Judea against the Roman power, but 
unhappily their aid served no other purpose, thaa. 
to increase the number of the slain; and to grace 
the triumph of the conquerors. 

In this century, Judah Hakkadosh, the son of 
Simeon, sumamed the Just, and the third patri* 
arch of the Jews, compiled the Mtshnah* He 
succeeded his father in the dignity, and enjoyed 
ihe patriarcliate forty-five years* The great re% 
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jmtatkm and authoritj, which his- learning and 
abilities had procured him, made him so arro« 
gant and assuming, that he by no means de* 
served the title of saint, which was conferred on 
him* Judah Hakkadosh was succeeded in the 
patriarchate by his son Gamaliel, who confirmed 
his Other's Mishnah, and died, A* D. 2(29. His 
son Judah did nothing worthy of nodce, ex- 
cepting that he left his dignity to his son HiUel 
the second, a person of great merit and learning.. 
This patriarch was the first who computed the 
years from the Creation. He also invented the 
cycle of 19 years, to cause the course of the sun 
and moon to agree. Before las death, Hillel wa»^ 
converted to the Christian &ith ; and Judah his 
son succee^d him in the patriarchal dignity* 
On his demise, his son Hillel the third, became 
patriarch of Judea, and governed the Jewish 
church till the year 385* He was succeeded by 
his son Gamaliel, the fourth of that name, and 
the last of the patriarclial race* In 4 1 5 the em-, 
peror Theodosius deprived Gamaliel of part of 
hb authority, and^ the patriarchal dignity was 
entirely abdished in 429, after it had continued 
in the same family during thirteen generations. 

During the reigns of Antoninus Pius, M. Au- 
relius, and Commodus, the Jews were treated 
with great liberality and kindness ; and Anto* 
ninus became not only a friend and patron of 
their nation, but also a convert to their religion* 
An edict of Adrian, however, which prohibited 
the drcumcision of the Jewish children, being 
still in force, they grew so impatient under this 
restraint, that^they appeared in arms, and obliged 
the emperor to repeal it, and to restore to them, 
the fi^e ^^ Qf their religious ceremcmies* 
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The emperor Constacntine was under the he^ 
cessity of enacting several severe laws sgain&t 
the J(3ws, to prevent their making proselytes, and 
to suppress their insolence towards the Chinstian9« 
Many false and absurd accounts are related by 
historians, relative to the conduct of this empe* 
ror towards the Jewish people. The design oF 
Constantine was neither to persecute them, nor- 
to compel them to embrace the christian ^th ; 
on the contrary, his only aim was to prevent 
that liberty and indulgence, which had been al^ 
lowed them, from becoming subservient to the 
detriment and disgrace of Christianity. It wasy 
however, in tlie reign of Constantine, that the 
Jews, who had become iiumerous in Persia, and 
having been treated with kindness and liberality^ 
by many of the Persian monarchs, had acquired 
great power and influence at that court) raised 
a dreadful persecution against the eastern Chris- 
tians. By their instigations, the Christians were 
slaughtered, the churches demolished, and everf 
trace of Christianity was -nearly obliterated« 
These destructive and sanguinary proceedings 
were intended, as they said, to revenge the in*' 
suits and indignities whicli the Jewish people 
were made to suffer in the Roman empire. 

But their conduct towards the Christians did 
not go long unpunished. Constans succeeded 
his father in the empire^ and observing the inso» 
lence of the Jews, and the indignant manner in 
which they treated the Christians, found himself 
under the necessity of using them with severity* 
Wh.at, however, incensed him most against them^. 
was the treacherotis conduct of the Jewbh inha« 
bitants of Diocssarea, in Palestine. The Jews 
of that plac« taking the advantage of the em* 
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peror's simcate^ who had marched an amiy into 
HoQgaryt raised an insiurection in Jadea, that 
they might co-operate with the Persians, who, at 
the same time, invaded the Roman empire^ and 
laid siege to Nisibis. Constans was, therefore^ 
constrained to detach Galkis against them, who» 
tnarching his armj through Judea, defeated th€ 
yebelUous Jewsi and razed Diooesarea. The 
«mperor being a christian, and also inflamed 
with resei^ment agsdnst the Jews for their ^ j^^ 
treachery, not only revived the laws which 353.* 
had been passed against that people, dur- 
ing the former reigns, but enacted others still 
Biore severe. Every Jew that married a Chris- 
tian, or circumcised a slave, was punished with 
death. Not only were they prohibited ftx>m en* 
tering Jerusalem, but even the viewing it at a 
distance was to be purchased with money. 

From JuHan the apostate, the Jews received 
rtry sensible marks oi favour and distinction. 
He not only exempted them from taxes^ and al- 
lowed them the free and undisturbed exercise of 
their religion, but permitted them to rebuild 
their temple, and ftimtshed them with money 
«nd materials for the work. These signal fa- 
vours rendered the Jews haughty and insolent to- 
wards the Christians, and they demolished many 
churches in Judea, Syria, and Egypt. In the 
mean time, they began to re-edify the temple at 
Jerusalem: men, women, and children were 
equally zealous to assist and forward the work ; 
and many made themselves implements of silver 
and gold witli which to erect this new edifice. 
But Divine Providence completely defeated their 
designs : such a series of astonishing and dreads 
|b1 events followed the undertakingi that the 
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Jews were compelled to de«st from thet^ pBih 
j^ U ceedingsy and the predictions 6f our Sa* 
363. viour respecting the temfde and, city of 
Jerusalem acquired additional force from 
this abortive attempt. 

During the reigns of Valentinian and Valens« 
the Jews had full libertjr of conscience allowed 
them ; and their patriarchs were restored to th« 
enjoyment of their ancient privileges. Ha^ng 
been kindly and liberally treated, however, for 
a great length of dme, ^ey became so insolent 
tind seditious, that the emperor Theodosius the 
second, a mild, generous, and equitable prince, 
was under the necessity of pdnishing them, that 
he might suppress their pride and turbulence* 
The Jews used the Christians with insults and 
indignities ; and the Christians retaliated upoil 
them by burning their synagogues and houses^ 
and causing many of them to be put to death. 
The emperor therefore issued sever^ edicts, ex* 
pressly forbidding the Christians to persecute the 
Jews on account of their religion, and prohibit^ 
ing the Jews from offering any contemptuous in« 
suits to the established church. 
. The Jews of Alexandria, who are said to hav6 
amounted to one hundred thousand, had fre- 
quent disturbances with the Christians, which 
generally terminated in bloodshed. Cyril, the 
bishop of that city, was extremely embittered 
against them,, and threatened them with ecclesi* 
astical execution. Tl;e Jews, however, knowing 
that Orestes, the governor of Alexandria, was 
their friend and patron, despised the threats of 
the bishop, and resolved to attack the Christians 
in the middle of the night. For this purpose* 
they sent several of their people through thd 
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Btre^ of the citj, who cried out that the great 

church was Id fiamesu The Christians hearing • 
this, hastily came out unarmed ; and the Jews 
distinguishing themselves by some peculiar 
marks, immediately attacked the Chris- ^ p^ 
tians, and slew great numbers of them- 415. 
Cyril being apprised of these proceedings, 
did not wait to be righted by the civil power, 
but putting himself at the head of the Christians, 
he entered their synagogues, which he appro -^ 
priated to the use of the church. He then gave 
their houses to be plundered, and compelled the 
Jews to leave the city, almost naked* 

This conduct of the bishop highly exasperated 
Orestes, who could not brook such an infringe- 
ment of his authority, and was grieved that so 
great a number of inhabitants had been expelled 
the city* The people also declared against these 
pfx>ceedings of the bishop, and would have 
obliged him to have submitted himself to the 
governor, but this he absdutely refused to do* 
On the Conakry, taking the Gospel in his hand, 
he endeavoured by threats to effect a reconcilia- 
tion ; but finding Orestes obstmate and inflexible, 
he commanded a regiment of monks, to the num- 
ber of fifteen hundred, to descend fix»m the 
^nouBtains, and to assault the prefect in his cha- 
riot. This was accordii^ly done, and the go- 
vernor being wounded in the head, and covered 
with blood, would certainly have been killed, had 
]M>t the people run to his assistance, and rescued 
him out of the hands of the monks. This tu- 
mult being appeased, Orestes caused one of the 
principal of the offenders, named Ammonius, to 
be put to death ; and he sent an account of the 
whole transaction to his court. Cyril also wrote 

Vol. XIII. C 
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to the cmpeTor, and not only justified the pm* 
ceedings of the monks, but In his next sermon 
declared Ammonius a martyr in the cause of 
Christianity* - This conduct of the bishop pro- 
jdfuced a new commotion, in which many persona 
lost their lives, and in the number of whom was 
the celebrated Hypatta, a young heathen lady of 
excellent understanding, learning, and •virtue, 
who was barbarously murdered before one of the 
christian churches. The ill-timed zeal and pre- 
sumption of Cyril are visible in all these pfo- 
ceedings, and his conduct has been justly blamed 
by every impartial person. 

In the west, the Jews tmdcr the government 
of Honorius enjoyed the full exercise of their 
A. D. ^J*??^®"' That emperor had enacted -a 
412. ^aw which displayed his liberal and ex- 
tensive views, and whkh imported, that 
the real glory of a prince consisted in permitting 
all his subjects the full and peaceable enjoymetit 
of their rights and privileges, even though he 
could not agree with them in matters of religion. 
Pursuant to this decree, he expressly prohibited 
the destruction of synagogues, or the appropria- 
tion of them to any other purpose ; and he also 
commanded, that the Jews should not be com- 
pelled to violate the observance of their sab- 
bath, on account of the publick service. On the 
other hand, that he might prevent them from 
abusing their liberty, he ordered them to build 
no new synagogues, and to make no proselytes 
to their religion ; and he deprived them of seve- 
ral places and offices, which they held in the 
Slate. 

In this century happened the celebrated, 
though disputed, conversion of the Jews of Mi- 
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n^VDft. InttiatUhiid weretwacoBsidei^ y^D^ 
abfe towns. In the ooe, the Christiaii 4fia 
l»sliop had his readence^ aad which was 
ioterdkted the Jews ; who were generally pu- 
Bishficl with sudden and miraculous deaths i£ 
they vcaiturefl to enter it* The other was chiefly 
inhabited by Jews, who enjoyed very consider- 
able and lucrative offices ; and Theodosiua, the 
president of tl^ synag^ue, and a doctm* of the 
lawy was, the principal person m, the island* 
Severuft having become bishop of Minorca9 was 
easily persuaded by Orosius^ who had returned 
ffom Jerusalem, laden with miraculous relicks^ 
to attempt the conversion of the Jews* They 
commenced with private discouisesy and then 
proceeded to public conferences, which were held 
in the synagogue. The Christians finding that 
the Jewish women intended to assault them, pro* 
vided for. thei]) defence. A tumuk ensued, the, 
oonaeqiienGes of which were> that the synagogue, 
vas destf03jed9 and nothing, preserved besKles. 
UiG books, and {^1^ Tl^. bishop^ however^ ex« 
hiU^d such a number of mimclea, that their 
greatest men began to relent, and, in the course) 
$ eightr days, most of. the Jews were converted 
to the Christain faith, and Jiheir syns^^ue be^ 
oame a church. But 8ome> who continued ob«» 
sftinate and untraetable, concealed themselves in. 
cavieraib tiH< hunger compelled them to quit; 
their place of retreat ; and others, leaving alb 
their, property behiiKl th^Ki9> sought an asyhuni 
Jn £areign< countries ; all which pUunly demon- 
mrates) ^at compulsory means had been used to 
pnocui» su conversion* 

, Upon the irruption of the Vandals into the 
Roman .G0^ttii>i it might have be^ e^^pecti^ 
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that the Jews would have been worse treated than 
others of the people, by that fierce and barba«- 
rous nation. But they enjoyed the same priiri* 
leges, and only participated in the<:omraon mfB-*- 
fortunes, which are the usual concomitants oC 
great revolutions. They were allowed the uti*- 
restrained exercise of religion ; and on the pay* 
ment of a tribute, they were permitted the free- 
dom of commerce. They were, however, pro* 
hibited the enjoyment of titular dignities and of 
civil and military offices ; all which wei* foi^ 
bidden them by the Roman emperors* Theo* 
dorick, in particular, protected them against the 
Christian zealots, and would permit no compUl«* 
sory means to be used for their conversion, ffe 
reproved the senate for suffering a Synagogue to 
be burned at Rome, and reprimanded the clergy 
of Milan for seizing another. The Genoese" 
were about to deprive them of the privileges,- 
which, for a long time, they had enjoyed among 
them ; but the Jews had I'ecourse to Theodorickj 
who permitted them to rebuild their synagogues^ 
and restored to them the free exercise of ^ir 
civil and re Kgious rights. 

In Pereia a violent persecution was raised 
against the Jews, which historians tell us con- 
tinued for Seventy-three years; during which 
time the synagogues were shut, the observance 
of the sabbath was suppressed, and their schools ^ 
and chapels ' were appropriated by the mligi* 
Huna their chief, and two 6f his disciples, were 
A. D. iJ^pfisoned, and suffered death with won- 
474. derful fortitude ; but the Jewish yooth, 
more addicted to the pleasures of life, 
were easily persuaded to forsake their religiony 
and a general defection in Israel followed* 
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; Tlic SAsUk Qeutiff^ commenced wiUi a penecu* 
tioa of tiie Jewa^ and of the dispersion of t)^ 
(eo tnbe3 ia the east, by Cavades, a piince of & 
proud ^n4 imperious ddsposition, who intended, 
%E> coa^pel all hi^ subjects^ Christiaosy Jew8> and 
others^ to. embrace tlie Persian religion. This; 
pev^sQuUon wai extremely violent. The cele* 
kf9ij^ Meicj a learned rabbi, declared war 
«^^»m^ (he Persian monarch, and we are told, 
%ha4 mith SowB hundred m^n only he successfully 
«oo4^oided against him for son^ years i but hQ 
wa^ afte£wa«l^ defeated and put to death* TIk; 
¥e|^si^I^ th^n. entered th^ city, in which Zeutia, 
the chief of the captivity, resided, and havhig; 
|^i«nd^re4 it^^ hanged tliat prince and the presi- 
f}«eiit of the council oia a bridge* The fa^ yy^. ^^ 
wly of Zeutra^ betook themselves ta 532^' 
fli^^y and i^s son and heir retired into 
^dea» where he became chief of the Sanhedrim« 
Cho&roes the great, liowever, who succeeded 
C^kVades in the kingdom, treated the Jews with 
HiU greater rigour and severity than his pi^de* 
cesfior had done* They endeavored to obtain 
the favour of this prince, by pei*suadiug him to 
l»reak off negociations for peace with the emperor 
<j%istinian> which were then in great forwarthicss* 
For this purpose, they promised Chosroes, that 
if he would consent to continue the war, they 
would assist him in making himself master of 
Jerusalem, one of the richest cities in the world* 
Chosroes, therefore, entering into their treache* 
(ouftdesigntbrokeoifnegociations for peace ^ ^ 
wkh the emperor, and prepai'ed to carry 589.' 
the project into execution. The Persian 
^monarch, however, wa$ soon informed, that the 
persons who h^d been employed in assisting to 
C2 ' 
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obtain possession of Jerusalem, hoA txen seiaail 
by order of the government, and, after making a 
full discovery of their design and abettors, had 
been pnt to death. But this information did not- 
deter Chosroes from prosecuting the war ; whicii 
was carried on with great vigour, and raanyvstto* 
ccssful inroads were made into Syria and Fi^es* 
tine- The Jews, hovlrever, in those parts, shared 
the common calamities, nor were they treated 
with less severity than the rest of the inhabitant» 
of the conquered countries. Their acadenues 
were shut, their love of learning became extin* 
guished, and their chief was obliged to remove 
into Judea. 

' They recovered their liberty, however, sooa 
after, when Hormisdas the third ascended the 
throne ; and they continued in the full enjoy- 
ment of their civil and religious privileges, dur* 
ing the reign of ^hat prince^ But after Chosroes* 
the second had by parricide obtained possession 
of the Persian monarchy, the Jews took part 
\viih Varames the son of Chosroes, in a rebellion 
against his father. Varames being soon after 
reduced to subjection, the Jews suffered extreme- 
j^ ly ly for their rebellious proceedings^ said 
' 615. ^^^ treated as a faithless, turbulent, and 
implacable people, that excited the sub-< 
jects against their prince, and fomented sedition* 
The Jews of Antioch were the first that suffered 
the monarch's resentment ; many of them- pe- 
rished by the sword ; others were putto death 
by the most cruel torments ; and the rest were 
reduced to the most abject and deplorable slft^ 
very. 

Chosroes, however, was afterwards reconciled 
to them> and the Jews appear to have rendered 
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Hint many signal and important services. In 
ttfcing the citf of Jerusalem, they acted in con- 
cert with that prince ; and no sooner was Chos- 
lOes master of that metropolis, than he delivered 
up all the Christian prisoners into their hands ; 
though he must have known that the Jews pur- 
chas^ them for no other purpose, than to sa- 
tkte their cruel and implacable hatred against 
them. Accordingly, no less than ninety thou* 
sauid of these unfortunate people were barba- 
rously put to death. 

• Whilst Chosroes also was besieging Constau- 
tkidple, and all the lofces of Syria and Judea • 
were em}doyed in the defence of that capital, tlie 
Jews made an slttempt upon Tyre. They in- 
tended to seize that important place, and to de- 
stroy all the Tyrians : but the inhabitants having 
thnely notice of their design, were prepared for 
the attack, and bravely repulsed them. Thus 
disappointed, the Jews dispcreed themselves 
through the country, and assaulted and burned 
many of the Christian churches. They were, 
however, at length, destroyed by the Tyrians, 
who sallying out of the city, cut them to pieces. 
In the seventh century arose M^ihomet on the 
stage of the world. The splendid and princely 
appearance of this impostor deceived the Jews, 
who considered him as t!ie tinae Messiah, and 
many of them became converts to the religion,' 
which he professed and taught.* The Jews be- 
ing numerous and powerful in several parts of ^ 
Arabia, possessed of many strong castles and- 
fortresses, and in the custom of maintaining ar- 

• It seems probable, thai this conversion of the Jews, 
•who are always iatent on worldly advantage, was more 
pdiiical than real. 
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nies under their several princes^ it i»jpMKiiriKf^'G^ 
that Mahomet, at the cominaicefnent o£ Miividft 
careerj and before his relig^ had became ea^j' fn: 
Uiblisbed, thought it prudei^ and necessary t»r J^ 
court theik' interest and alliance* i 

But whatever cause Mahomet might recenFe - n: 
for his aversion of this people, it is certaintinnka lu 
the tenour of his writings) that he- a/htrwurdm '^ 
Iiated and de&pised them : he calls them beferajrw >:. 
ers and murderers of the prophets, a»d a pe^pter? 
justly punished with the curse, of the Almight^r^^ <. 
for their^ violations of his sabbaths and Kifi Inmrs^ -^ 
and for their tmbefief and contempt of the a»» * 
dent seers and of Innsself^ And at lengthy he- ^ 
openly declared hostilities against them* 

Thos war was commenced by Cajiftb, vne of tbe 
principal persons of the Jewish nation ; a man * ^ 
who opposed all the measures of the impostor ;/ 
for which reason Mahomet gave orders, to sereral ' 
of his followers to waylay and to destroy him ; ^ ^ 

whereupon Cajab, who was in^Hined of the de*' 
signs' formed against him, appeared at the head 
of the Jew& Mahomet began his operattoitt 
with besieging that people in Hegiasa ; and har^*/ 
ing obliged them to surrender at discretion, he 
drove them into banishment, and distrib«ted- 
their weahh and effects among his disciples and 
follower^ After this, Cajab attacked him near 
Kaibar, a place about four day's journey from 
Medina, where the Jews were totally routed, smd 
great numbers of them destroyed ; and their 
genei'al with much diffculty saved his life by 
Sight. The unfortunate issue of this attempkt 
did not, however, deter the Jewish leader from 
trying the event of another engagement ; but 
being again unsuccessful, they were at length 
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c^n^xiled to submit to the power df Mahomet, 
aad to become tributary. This yoke, however, was 
extremely grievous and oppressive to them ; and 
a/Jewi&h woman endeavoured to destroy the ty« 
rant by poison, but was detected* The Jews 
h&viug experienced the success and severity of 
tke impostor, applied to him the vision of DanieVs 
slatue^ whose feet were partly iron and -partly 
clay ; and hence they inferred, that the Messiah 
was not to.m^ake .his appearance, till that empire 
had been established, since he is there prefigured 
by the stone cut out without hands, which was to 
dt;stroy and tei*minate it. . ^ 

- After the conquest of Persia by Omar the se- 
cond, the caliph that succeeded Mahomet, the 
Jews under that monarchy became subject not only 
to the Saracens, but to many others. I'his was 
occasioned by the quick succession of those 
monarchs, and by the rapidity of their conquests 
in the east. We do not, however, fiod, that their 
ctmdition thereby became worse, excepting their 
participation in the common misibrtunes, which 
tkose conquerors failed not to bring into every 
pDCOvince that they subdued. On the contrary, 
when Omar had subdued - Isd^gert, snd made 
himself master of that prince's dominions, they 
rejoiced at his success ; and under him and his 
successors, they enjoyed the full liberty of their 
religion. 

It is now time to relate the occurrences which 
befet the Jews in the west under the Roman em- 
. p^rors, during the sixth and seventh centuries. 
The first cause of their complaint against Justi* 
man, who pretended to decide in all matters of 
religion, was the edict of that emperor, which 
IA:Qhlbited ijbem from celebrating the passoVer^' 
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according Co their own cakulfttkin^ and tajekMed» « 
their observance of that feast, at the same tune 
\^th the Christian church* This decree was 
soon after followed by another, which was much 
more severe and oppressive, and which forisade 
them to educate dieir children in the Jewish 
faith. At the i*equest of the council of Car- 
thage, Jtistinian also deprived those of Africa^ 
of the exercise of their religion, and commanded 
the prefect to convert their synagogues into 
churches. 

These sever^ edicts^* which were considered 
by the Jews as severe and oppressive, failed not 
to- irritate the minds of that people, and to pro- 
duce a more than ordinary discontent. Tht» 
dUsatisfaction soon ripened into revolt* ^iaot 
A. D. ^^^ pretended to be the Messiah, had 
3$0, ' the addi^ss to attract many of the Jews o£. 
Palestine ta his standard, whom his title ^ 
of conqueror, and his splendid and martial ap^^. 
pcarance, completely deceived. Julian having > 
anmed his followers, led them against the Chris^ . 
tians, who dreading no hestiliUes at that time front, 
the oppressed Jews, and being therefore wholly^ 
unprepared for the attack, were slaughtered itk. 
great numbers. At lengtdi, however,, the em- 
peror sent troc^s. to su|^>re«8 them;; and thC' 
loider of the Jews. being, t^en,. was immediately: 
put to death, which terminated the revolt. 

. Sometime^ after, the Jews at Cassarea rebelled 
A. D. ®^"^^ t^c Roman government, and were 

555, joined by the Samaritans, for the most 
part their inveterate aoid mortal enemies^ 
Having united their forces, they attacked and 
destroyed many of the churches^ and massacred 
gfxatniuab^s qf the Christiana^ aodpacticulady. 
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ikie ^oiftrikft in his own palace. Happily, 
liowever, his lady escaped the lury and resent- 
ment of the rebels, and informed Justinian of the 
revoh, who immediately sent Adamantins to 
inquire more parttcularjy into the occurrences 
which had happened at Cxsarea« These being 
related to the emperor with all their aggrava- 
tions, the property of the richer Jews was confis- 
cated, and many of those that were concerned in 
the revolt were beheaded or banished* They 
however joined with the Goths, in Italy against 
Justinian and his gereral Belisarius ; and in con-* 
junction with the Gothick forces, they defended 
- the city of Naples with such obstinacy and 
resolution, that the Roman soldiers became ex- 
tremely exasperated against them. When there- 
fore the city was taken, though Belisarius en- 
deavoured to inspire his troops with sentiments 
of clemency and pity, the Jews, without any di|* 
tinction of age, sex, or rank, were cruelly put to 
death. 

This dreadful severity quelled them for a time, 
and during the two subsequent reigns, we read 
of ^neither revolt nor persecution. Under ^ j^^ 
Phoca^, however, the Jews at Antioch, 602. ' 
where they were become very popuk)us 
and wealthy, raised an Insurrection against the 
Christians, who not being sufficiently powerful 
to oppose them? were made to suffer the most 
dreadful cruelties. Great numbers of these im- 
fortunate people were burned in their houses ; 
and bishop Anastasius, and many others, after 
having endured the greatest indignities, were 
thrown into the fire and destroyed. But at 
length, Phocas having sent a powerful body of 
forces to • quell the insurrection, the Jews were 
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the effects of their resentment till the metcdHHlg 
j^D^ festival ; the people demolished the s^na-' 

569.' gogue; and the Jews were compelled to 
embrace christranif)r, or to be banished 
the country^ 

Dnring the minority of the' sons of CloWs^ 
^ j3 Bathllda, the widoW of that prince, abo* 

655.' lished the capitation- tast, on accoimt of 
its restraining p€0|^ from marrying, and 
obliging many to sell their children, that thefy 
might avoid paying the impost. The Jews, wIh> 
had become odious and detested by the tralBcfc' 
in those' children, whom they sold to barbae 
it>us . nations, were obliged to restore the cap. 
fives that they had in their possession, and pro- 
hibited that cruel and unnatural commerce for 
the future. 
' . jy The eighth century is chiefly remark-* 

740. 8ib^ ^r the conversion of Chozar, a hea-^ 
then prince, to the religion of the Jews. 
He had become dissatisfied with the relrgitm of 
his people and progenitors ; and having c6n- 
versed on the subject with Philosophers, Chris- 
tians, Mahometans, and Jews, at length formed 
the idea, that Judaism was the only true religion ^ 
and to which all others were but as the shadow^ 
to the substance, or the picture to the Hvhug 
original. Chozar therefore abjuijed his former 
tenets, received the doctrines of the Jews, and 
employed himself in converting his subjects. 
From that time the original Jews became of great 
tsteem ; a tabernacle was erected, similar to 
that of Moses in the wilderness ; to whic^ they 
and theChozreanconvertii repaired to the Jewish 
Worship. The king became rich, happy, and 
prosperous ; triumphed over his enemies ; and 
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wMklmgp i hi$ domliHoiUf by new mmI cowdenble 
conquests.* 

We shall now relate the principal occurrences 
yrhicb happened to the Jewish tribes dispersed 
in the east, during the eighth and ninth centu- 
ries. If we except the common calamitiest which 
necessarily atieaded the civil wars that raged in 
those parts, and in. which Jews and Christiana 
•partWipatedf we dp not* in general, find thdr 
.tranqiiUlity essentially diaturbed. la particular, 
during the reigns of Abdelmelech, and of ^ ^ 
Alwalid and Solyman his brother, the 705. 
Jewish acadeniies fiourished^and the Jews 
<thexnselves enjoyed full liberty of conscience and 
#11 their ancient privileges. In tlie reign of 
^Almanzor, who succeeded Abulkabas, an edict, 
Jhpwev^r, was issued against them by iman 
J4a&r ; by which those that were con- ^. j^ 
verted to Mahometanism, were declared f^ 
XkeiTA of th^ whole property of the family. 
This decree induced great numbei^ of Jewish 
.and other chiidrt^n to apostatize, that they might 
joUmu estates, to which they were otherwise in 
jkQ respect entitled* 

Almanzor was succeeded by ^ Al Mohdi, in 
whose reign liakem, or Almakaneus, an impos- 
ior, whom tomt have supposed to have been a 
Jew, induced many disciples to follow him 
by means of miracles, which he pretended to 
.perform* Mohdi sent a body of troops to re- 
iluce him, which besieged Hakem in one of his 
fbi*twsses, wher^e he first poisoned his followers, 

• Notwithstanding the degree of credit which the Jewa 
have endeavoured fo attach to this pretended conversion 
of Chozar and of his subjects, the real existence of this 
{)rioce aad vf ^s Juagdom has always been miich disputed. 
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«nd then destroyed himself* In the reign of 

^ 23 Moman, appeared the famous impostor 

83 i. Moosa, or Moses, the son of Amram (as 

he called himself), who pretended to be 

that great lawgiver of the Jews, newly risen from 

the dead* 

■ AUal Watkek became an enemy of the Jews^ 
on account of the fraudulent practices of whicb 
they had been guilty in the management of the « 
finances,'^ during the reign of his predecessot*, 
and because they objected to receive the koran 
as a. true and authentick revelation* For this 
refusal^ they were heavily taxed, and obliged to 
pay large sums into the tceasuiy* Motavel, whe 
A\ D. succeeded him, was still more severe 
846. against them : he compelled them to 
wear leathern girdles by way of distinc- 
tion, commanded them to ride only on asses and 
mules with iron stirrups, and deprived them of 
all their honours, titles, and offices. • His edicts 
not only extended through* that empire, but into 
the neighbouring kingdoms ; and these marka 
of infamy, in a greater or less de^ree^ have suly- 
sisted ever since, in those countries which are 
subject to the Turks, and also in other parts of 
Europe. 

The Roman empire ws|s at this time consider- 
ably agitated by civil dissenti^ns, between the 
iconaciasts and the worshippers of images, in 
which the Jews were particularly concerned* 
The emperor Ixo Isaurus commanded the Ma- 
nichees and Jews to abjure their tenets, and to 
become Christians. The patrons of images, 
however, notwithstanding the strenuous op()a- 
sition of the emperor, at length prevailed ; and 
the Jtws, who had pretended obedience to the 
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mstfidate ^ Leoy wei« competted'to sdMCiibe « 
ibrmulaiy, by wiHch they acknawfedged them- 
,selve§ AiiRoi9liip|>ers of the cross and holy imag^; 
and diey prayed to God that he would inflict 
aipon them the leprosy of Gehazi said the fear 
of Cain, if they did not willingly perform it* 
Languedoc^ being at thi# time in possession of 
the Visigoths, was infested with frequent incur- 
sions of the Arabs, who are said to have been 
in alliance with the Jews, by whom they were 
invited diither, and who engaged them to a$si&]t 
in desUx>yii)g the Christians. They are, likewise* 
accused of requesting the aid of the Saracens^ 
lo emancipate themselves &'om the Xyranny 
ai¥i oppnession of the bishop of Toulouse^ 
These traversing Narbonne and Toulouse pen&> 
trated as far as Lyon^, and laid waste the coun« 
try with fire and sword* Charlemagne having 
a^erwards completely defeated the Saracens, 
and retaken Toulouse, determined to put those 
Jews tp death that had ^voured the invasion 
and occasioned so much bloodshed. > He waa^ 
jiowever, prevailed on to commi^e their punish* 
ment, ^d pnly-the principal and most guilty 
persona of that people suffered death* The rest 
who inhabited the city, were condemned to re- 
c^ve a box on the ^r thrice every year, and 
lo pay a perpetual fine of X 31bs« of wax* 

The Jews were much favoured by ^ j^^ 
Louis, sumamed Debonair, whose cliief 8i^/ 
phyaiciau . was a person of that nation* 
They had the liberty of erecting new synai* 
gogues, and obtained such great and extensive 
privileges under this prince, that they became 
exUemely haughty and insolent. Agciiard, the 
^ishoif, howevef> not only j)rohibil;ed then^ from 
D3 
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purchasing Christian slaves, and ftiim observing 
their sabbath ; but he also interdicted the Chris- 
tians from buying wine, and from carrying on 
any ti^afiick with them, during the time of Lent. 
The Jews having complained of these edicts were 
immediately restored to their former privileges j 
and Agobard could obtain no redress. 

The condition of the Jews under Charles the 
Bald, was not in every respect so agreeable and 
easy. Remisius, the bishop of that diocese, caus* 
cd some of his clergy to preach every Saturday 
*in the synagogues ; by which means many c^ 
their children were converted to Christianity, and 
to prevent the conversion of others, they were 
obliged to send them to Vienne in Dauphinyy 
and to Macon and Arks in Provence, where 
they were more numerous. Remisius also prc- 
tailed on Charles to command the bishop of 
Aries and others to pursue the same method ; the 
consequence of which was, that great numbers, 
of the Jewish children were voluntarily baptized, 
and the prince who thus favoured these convert 
sions, was poisoned by Sedecias, the Jewish phy^ 
sician, whom we before mentioned. The Jews 
are likewise accused of having encouraged the 
incursion of the Normans, during this reign. 

The professors of Judiusm in the east, if we 
are to credit their historians, flourished during 
the tenth and eleventh centuries ; and whilst the 
rest of the worid was overwhelmed in darimess 
and ignorance, the literature and learning of 
the Jews never shone more conspicuous. Their 
glory, however, was but of short duration. Their 
internal disputes, and the zeal of the crusaders 
against all of that nation, occasioned the destruc* 
«ion of their several academies; and the almost 
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total expolsion of the Jews from the east, who 
were obliged to take refuge in Spun^ Franco^ 
and other countries of Europe. 

The nation was at this time so numerous and 
powerful) that they reckoned the Jews in the city 
of Pheruta-Shiboor to amount to nine hundred 
thousand. Certain it is, that they founded a new 
academy in that city, at the head of which was 
the celebrated R. Sherira, under whom it flou^ 
rished for thirty years* The Jews, in the reign 
of Hakem, suffered persecution for a short time 
In Egypt. That prince endeavoured to found a 
new religion, opposite to all others, and which 
is said to have been that of the Drusi, and re- 
plete with extravagant and impious tenets** The 
number of disciples that were converted to thia 
fiuth among tbe heathens, induced Hakem to 
persecute the Christians and Jews^ who were the 
only people that opposed and contemned hb 
doctrine. ' The latter he obliged to wear a mark 
of distinction, and commanded their sy- ^ j^ 
nagogues to be shut ; but soon after al- 1026. 
tering his intentions, he restored to diem 
their ancient liberty. 

During the wars that subsisted between the 
Saracens and Christians in the tenth century, the 
rabbinical schools in Spain were in a flourishing 
condition, and the Jews in that country became 
numerous and wealthy. The wars in Spain stiH 
continuing during the eleventh century, R. Sa- 
muel Levi being secretary and prime minister to 
the king c^ Granada, was by him created chief 
of the Jewish nation, and used his utmost endea- 
vours to promote tlie honour and advantage of 

. f This mi£^ probab!/ be the rsligion of the Dniidi* 
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that people. Bi^ afetempli^gr ^o mte oonireitf 
;io the Jemsh religtoti» tbe king of GraQada caxu^ 
A. D. ^^ ^^^ principal ofilmder to be taken bm4 
IMd. bagged) and such a fiersecution of the 
Jews immedialelf oommenced, that one 
hundred ^uaand famiUea felt its dreadful smi 
liestnictive «ffec(8« 

The Jews, however^ w0ii]id have su&red i^ 
more severe and DsbUd oppression under ki|»g Fer* 
^inand, wiiot ait the instigation of his wife, in* 
tended to poBsecrate the war against the Sar^ 
cens by the extirpation of Uaat peoplp, had tysit 
the bistiops and pope Alesuinder the second pub-* 
iicly oppcMed and condemned tbe measure* fiu|t 
what prtneipallir eiHricaited them from the pm*- 
secution of that monarcii and of his succi^sorv 
was the rtvokition occasioned bf the Moors i^ 
Africa. In eonsequi^ce of this events Alphonse 
was extnei^efy distressed) and ioupd himself on«> 
der the necessity of befriending and^caressing^ 
the Jews, that hie mi|^ induce them to render 
him pecuniary; and personal assistance. Ac- 
cordingly, he proinoted ^em to great and k« 
crative offices, of which pope. Gregory extreoi^y 
disapproved. PeteiPfthe grandson of Aiphoaso, 
foHow^d the |^an of his grandfather) disreg^Lrd>- 
ing the remonstrances of Nicholas de Valentia, 
who endeavoured to divert him from his purpose 
of engaging in the crusade or holy war, and whio 
j^cesented the Jews as his most dangeix>u8 and 
^veterajte eniemies. The moderation of Petei;, 
liow^ver, could not preserve the Jewish people 
ia several other parts of Spain, who were perser 
cutedby thecru^ders, updfr tl>e idea of pracuiw 
ing a blessing on their holy expedition. ' 
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loHutigiiiy} the Jews fioarished dni^ y^, p 
mg the latter part of the eleventh cen* 1092. 
tuiy^ when St* Ladislaus, who then reign« 
ed, convening a synod, several regolatioRS were 
entered into, which imported, that if a Jew should 
marry a Christian woman, or purchase a Chris- 
tian slave, they should ifiso facto be set at liberty, 
and their price be confiscated to the bbhc^. Co- 
kxman, his son and successor, forbade the Jews to 
make use of Christian slaves ; but he permitted 
them to buy and cultivate lands within tlie ju- 
rtsdietion of a bi8fa<^ ; and these laws sufficiently 
draionstrate, that they wei'e then numerous and 
powerful in that kingdom. 

The number- and power of the Jews had also 
become great in Germany and Bohemia, where 
they had erected many stately and superb syna* 
gogues* They suffered, indeed, grievous perse^ 
outions, in several parts of those kingdoms, from 
the zealots of o^er persuasions* But what 
chietly contributed to excke the fiiry and resent- 
ment* of others against them, was the march of 
the crusaders through several cities of Germany, 
who-slaughtered and destroyed all the Jews that 
jefosed to become Christians. The Jewish his- 
torians relate,, that five thousand of their people 
were kill^ or drowned ; .but the number of those 
who saved themselves, by pretending a conver- 
sion, was much more considerable* The Chris- 
tian: writers, however, compute the amount of 
the former to have beeir' infinitely greater, and 
say that the mannei* olf their death was more 
dreadful and terrifying. Those who pretended 
to become Christians, soon relapsed into Ju* 
daism. The bishop of Spires, more humane and 
merciful than many oth^, not only protected 
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the i:efiigee$ within bU juriatictioii) but 
their |>ersecutors to be punUhed. The Bavmi'i<Mi 
histonaoB inform ua^ that more than tw«lir ^^ tli«tt» 
sand Jews were slain in their countrjr $ asul aM 
agree, that the nuiolier €ii those that perished m 
other pait» of Germany was abnost iafiniitt. 
j^ j^ The next crasade* which comoneiiced 
11*4. fi&F ye«» aft«**> iiught haro proved no 
ks^ viol^it against thas^ had iiot tjh^ 
Jews been suAcientiy forewarned by the furious 
and infatuated xeai of the hermit KodolphtM^ 
who inculcated with great eameatness and ao*- 
Jemnity the pfX)priety and necessity of th» mea^ 
sure, and procliumed . the holy war along tisc 
Jaanks of the Rhine. The Jews being alarmed 
retired to Nuremberg^ and to other cities, in 
which the empeior kindly received and piotocC^ 
Md thepL The persecution, however, sprawl 
Uux>ugh most . countries of Europe, and great 
numbers of th^n fell a sacnfice to ^ bigoury 
and ambition of pri£.sts and pcioces* 

St. Bernard) who was no k»s an enemy to the ' 
Albigenses,4han he was a friend to the Jaw% in»- 
clii^d pope Innocent the second to favour then*. 
His successoi*, Ales^nder the thkd, became i^sa 
a great piairiM and protector of tlnran, and prv- 
hi^ted the people from iosukiog them on their 
sabbaths and fiekivals, or on any other occastoiv. 
Under hi9 patronage and protection^ tha*e£bie^ 
the Jews flourished exoeediiigly ; and the towa 
of Cozei in Milan* and the cities of Monaia, 
picca Novo» and others in Ancona, produced 
many learned rabbis. 

The Jews were no loss powerful in Spain, and 
one of them, naaied Joseph, was prime minister 
tp Alpfaonsk) the ^ghth* But what chi^y i»- 
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l^raliated them wt^ that prmcet was the love and 

iklfection which he had conceived for a beautiful 

ycAing Jewess, to whom he sacrificed his honour 

and interest. The Jews seiang the advantage^ 

grew extremely powerful and insolent, and the 

coort and clei^y became offended at the haughti- 

iteflB of their demeanour. At kngth, however» 

the young Jewess died ; and Joseph was expelled 

liis office by Che treachery and intrigues of Gon« 

sales, one of his own creatures. Under pretence 

a£ filling the monarch's cofiers, Gonzales pre-' 

vailed on Alphonso to grant him eight of the 

principal Jews. These he caused to be put to 

death, and their estates to be confiscated. He 

then offered a much lai^r sutil for allowing hira 

twenty nrare; but Alphonso thought it more 

lionourable to confiscate their estates, for de* 

fraying the future expenses of the war, than to 

take their lives and property also ; in consequence 

of which that people voluntarily poured immense 

sums into the treasury. 

In France, the Jews were accused of the mur« 
der of St. William, and many of them were con* 
demned to the flames. The odium, which this 
^abolical act brought upon the rest, exposed 
tiMra to the insults of the populace. At lengthy 
. king Philip, sumamed the August, under pre- 
tence of piety and zeal for the hcmou* of God^ 
not only banished them bis dominions, but con- 
fiscated al(«jiieir wealth and effects ; insomuch 
that they wffe redured to the greatest misery, 
and many fell victims to these oppressive iind ty- 
rannical proceedings. They were, howerer, soon 
afterwards recalled; and returned in great num- 
bers; but growing numerous and insolent, they 
assembled, bf peimisaion of the c{ueen's roother« 
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in a castle on the river Seine, and having scourge 
ed and crowned a youth wkh thorns, they cruci« 
iied him. This usage obliged the king to go 
thither in person^ and to cause eighty of them to 
be burned alive. 

Though the Jews had been banished England 
ever since 1030, they had nevertheless found 
^ j^ means to resettle . in that kingdom, and 
- 1179. were become so numerous in the retg^ of 
Henry the second, that possessing only 
one burying ground in the city of London, they 
petitioned that king to allow them some neur ce- 
meteries, which were readily granted them. But 
they underwent a most dreadful punishment in 
the reign of Richard the first, his successor : for 
having ventured, contrary to express piohibi-* 
tions, to assist at the coronation of that king, 
(hey were discovered, and being attacked by the 
people were dragged out of the church half-dead«> 
The populace were so exasperated, that they 
broke into the houses of the Jews, and put to 
death all they could find* But the disorder did 
not terminate in Londonf Though the governs 
ment, on the day succeeding that of the corona* 
tion, published a proclamation, which was ex*^ 
pected to sui^press and allay the fury and resent- 
ment ^f the people, the persecution continued 
several tuDnths. A. D. II 90. 

The number and power of the eastern Jews 
were by this time so much decreased, that we 
find very little mention made of them. Neaser 
Ledinillah, caliph of Bi^;dad, a sealous Maho- 
metan, and very avaricious, grew jealous of the 
great wealth of the Jews, and of the readiness 
and joy with which they received every pretend- 
ed Messiah, raised a persecution against them^ 
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^andcomp^kd them all to become MahometanSf 
or to leave the Babylonian territories. SoMe 
therefore departed, and the rest were converted 
to Mahometanism* The wars that succeeded 
tended to complete their ruin in that country* 

Notwithstanding the hostilities which subsist- 
ed between the Christians and Saracens, the 
Jews in Judea had their synagogues and learned 
rablnhs ; bat the invasion of Egypt by St* Louisy 
and the revolution which happened soon after^ 
under the Mamel^s, prevented the Jews in that 
kingdom from becoming numerous, wealthy, or 
kai-ned. 

The Jews in the Jieighbourhood of Babylon, 
and the dispersion of the ten tribes in the east, 
bad suffered considerably from the invasion of 
the Tartars ; but, at length, they obtained a re- 
s^te under Jehan Ai^un, by means of a Jewish 
l^ysictan, whom that prince nused to be his 
prime minister. After the death of Argun, the 
Jewish prime minister, being hated by the Ma* 
hometans and Arabs for his kindness and affinity > 
to those of his own sect, was accused of ^ j^^ 
having poisoned that prince, and on this 1391.' 
accuss^on was condemned and put to 
death. A great number of his nation also suf* 
fered with him. It is probable, however, that 
the Jews, in the Grecian empire, during the 
thirteenth and tourteenth centuries, enjoyed 
great tranquillity. 

In the west, the Jews were no less hated and 
oppressed, than they were numerous and weal- 
thy. Their riches indeed, served to excite the 
jealousy of their adversaries, and to procure to 
themselves tyranny and oppression. In Spain 
Vol. XIII. E 
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the bishop of 'l\>!edo perceiving thetn tb 
^209 i*^c**ase in number and wealth, ekcited 

the populace against them ; and makitig 
himself their leader, entered and plundered their 
houses and synagogues. The crusaders, who 
•^J^tie then preparing for an expedition into the 
Holf Land, and having imbibed the cmel and 
tletestable idea, that the destruction of those ene- 
fnies of Christ and of his gospd would infalliWf 
-obtidn tfte favour and blessing of heaven on th«tr 
enterprise, completed what the bigotted bishop 
had begun. They made such havock and car- 
nage among this unhappy and unfortunate peo- 
ple, that this is reckoned as one of the fonY most 
severe and Woody persecutions which the Jews 
ever siiffered. The Spanish nobles endeavouted 
to interpose their authority, and to suppness the 
cruelties practised on them ; but Ferdinand, the 
Spanish monarch, who wished to ingratiate hite- 
self with the zealots^ by the persecution of the 
Albigenses and other hereticks, encouraged and 
promoted the persecuftion. 

Alphonso the tenth, king of Castite, a cefebrat- 
cd astronomer, being assisted by some rabbins 
in compiling certain astronomical tables, be- 
came so generous k fwend and patron of the 
Jew9, that the jealousy of die zealots was ex- 
cited, and they fbrtned phis^ and accusations 
against them. Thtee viHalns of the city of Or- 
Sana, in Andalusia, threw the dead body of a 
man into the h6tiise of a JeW) and accused him 
of the murdei^ By means of this improbabfe 
assertion, the popular ferment and hatred wtste 
roused ; a great number of the Jews were ihhu- 
manly put to death ; uid odieM fled iat refdge 
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IQ ^» bcMttfift of Chri8tifl(ns> who were their (liendt 
and acqoatptfuices* The inhabitants of Palmat 
9i$Of rose upon th^n^j. ^^d destroyed many* 
Upon which the Jews sent a deputat^n to court) 
to obtain the suppression of a massacre^ which 
was so likely to prove general. Their enemies 
likewise sent deputies on their part ; and the ag- 
gressors and the aggrieved accused each otheiv 
and pleaded their cause before the Spanish mo- 
narch ^ when the Jewish nation was acquitted of 
the portended murder. 

James the first, king of Armgony a pious itod 
religious monarch) was so far from abet- 
ting and adopting the persecutions, which ^J? 
were then prevalent, that he requested the 
assistapce of the Jews, from whom he derived 
Qiuch moral and theplogiqal instruction* Though 
the Jewish people were hfited, despised, and de* 
rided by the popi^Iace, and by the ignorant 
%mong the clergy, they were nevertheless pro- 
tected, admired, and encouraged, by the great 
and the le^nied. This happiness^ however, was. 
obscured and dispelled by the accidents and mis- 
fortunes which soqn after befcl them- A per- 
son, named Zachariah, pretended that) by hisi 
knowledge of the scriptures and of the Prophets, 
he had become acquainted with the e^act time 
of the appeai^qeof the Mei^siah) which he pi^« 
4icted to be ju^ at hand* f}e foretold 
^ very d^ oa which this mighty deli- ^kS* 
y^rer waf to appear> that should gather • 
u^ther his elect people, conquer and subdue, 
their enemies, and replace them in their ancient 
ii>heritancQ* Deceived by this prophecy and ex-* 
pectatloQ of the Messiah* the Jew? prepared 
tbem^ves for the evctit by prayers and fa^tjpg; 
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and at the time appointed entered the Synagogues 
clothed in white. But finding this to be only an 
imposture, they became ashamed of their con- 
duct, and were exposed to the mocks and insults 
of their enemies. 

But the most dreadful and deplorable of all 
the disasters which hat>pened to the 
"i^ Jews at this period, was occasioned by 
* the irruption of a body of enthusiastick. 
shepherds, who pretended to work miracles, and' 
having become numerous and powerful, carried" 
fire and sword into several provinces^ The 
Jews, in particular, suffered the cruelty and op- 
pression of those enthusiasts wherever they went : 
happy were they that could, at the expense of their 
religion and property*, preserve their lives ; but 
they who refused to give up either, were instant- 
ly and inhumanly put to death. The pestilence 
that arose in the army of the shepherds, and 
which extended through the neighbouring coun- 
try, was also productive of evils to the Jewish 
nation : they were accused of having bribed the 
peasants of Mesura to poison the river, and of 
having furnished them with the poison for that 
purpose ; and on the grounds of this false and 
wicked allegation, a great number of them were 
imprisoned and tried. After a long confinement, 
they acquitted themselves of the crimes imputed 
to their cjiarge ; but the king, who did not wish 
to confess the injustice of which he had been 
guilty towards them, pretended that he had kept 
them in prison for the purpose of converting 
them to Chnstianity. The Jews, therefore, re- 
fusing to be baptized in the Christian faith, were 
burned alive, to the number of fifteen thousand. 

Alphonso the. eleventh, the friend and protec- 
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tor of tiii? J^wlf^ people, though pnpcip^ di« 
r^cted io ^U ajgf^ir^ bf one Joseph, a Jew, and 
ipteadj^^t of bis A<^s^u:es, wa9 nevertheksa pre- 
vailed on, by hi^ muytioous an^ discontented suU- 
ject^, to pass ^ decree against then^^ on account 
9f a pi^t^^i^^ indignity offi^r^ to the sacror 
Wi^% by ^ boy of tbat n^uion. It was deliberatr 
fd m coi3nci} w^e^er they should be put to death 
^ b^nisbed, an^ the laUer measure being pre- 
feri'ed} the^y V^eine commanded tp 4Ppart 
t^ ]i^.tns^(^m i^ tbiPee months. The prince iiajw * 
fof^ bpweyer, ob^^ined a re visa) of the 
pfqc^^; and it w^ then found th^ tbe supi- 
ppfiie^ cnn^ b^d ini^dverte^y been committed 
^ ^. young Christian. On this deposition, thf 
king recalled ki» edict ; bu^ the acquiual of thf 
^ews did no^ pj^vent tlve fury aivl resentment of 
(h^ ?be#iQts ng^inst thena, ip a^p^Jxer town, wberf 
p^y of th^ na^on w^i;e put tp de^Ub 6>r tiv^ 
pirel^d^ offence. 

$om after, an inMUTec^oii |Mt)ke oqt against 
^(m^ aj: Ti<;>ted9i in which the J^vs b^h^ved ii^ 
such a deq)er9^e n»an^r, a$ ^;an ^$vrc;eiy be con* 
sm^ One of jthem perceiving th^e ^e^ots 
bi^alt;^ iutp it^e jbouse, with intent to ipas^acr^ 
9U tl^ey fomd» wa$ seizod with f^ry and despair, 
iunpi e^ery onie thai bad taken re|ug« with him, 
and then desU^Q^ed bimself, tbat he mijght not 
k put tp deatii by bis enemiieJi* 

They suSlBred b^ under the ireig^ of Henry 
the tMi^ of C^tUe« when M^^in, archdeacon of 
Aatigi, pi»$^ed ibrougb ^kfi s^fj^et? of Sieviil^ 
and Ci^iAmfi Si^inst tbi^, snd .U>e n^nds of th$ 
pec^ hefisvae bo nmcb infl$un^d and e^i^pera^^ 
ed, ibh^ tbey Uiled the Jew^ in both peaces. Thj^ 
per^QUtiou spread .to Toledo^ V^teE^} .^ S$gr ? 
E2 
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celona, where some were plundered and other* 
mui^lered ; and the more artful and crafty among^ 
the Hebrews changed their religion, that they 
might escape such acts'of violence. The great 
and populous synagogues of Seville and Cor- 
dova became almost wholly deserted; and the 
young king still pursued these unhappy fugitives 
with hatred and resentment* The inhabitants ot 
Andalusia, and of otlier provinces, seized and 
put to death all that retired thither. His scm 
John, who succeeded him, was no less embitteF* 
ed against them ; insomuch that the Jews In hia 
reign were deprived of the necessaries of life, and 
obliged to wear a red mark of distinction ; and 
those who had hitherto concealed and preserved 
themselves were punished with death. 

The Jews of Arragon were not much better 
treated than those- of Castile. That kingdon^ 
was distracted with civil and intestine wars, 
which could only be supported by large imposts ; 
and the Jews were taxed very heavily, and expos- 
ed to ccmtinual vexations and persecutions, which 
reduced them to the lowest ebb of misery* 

It was noticed before, that the Jews in the 
twelfth century were banished and recalled by 
Philip, king of France. They were no 
"^9?« sooner resettled in the dominions of that 
prince, than they resumed their accus* 
tohied usury and extortions. By tliis means 
they became powerful, and accumulated wealth ; 
they purchased lands and estates, and grew in- 
solent and tyrannical ; and the government was 
under the necessity of framing new laws, to sup- 
press the abuses, and punish the enormities, of 
which they were daily guilty. St. Louis, how- 
cver> not unding those edicts sufiScient to pre*^ 
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^f^pkr^e evils, which they were intended to re- 
xiiedj, commanded aU fais subjects to reirain from 
borrowing money of the Jews. Being immerous 
«nd great usurers also in Bntanny, the nobility 
and merchants united in a complaint to the duke ; 
and a law was passed, which declared* that at 
the request of the bishops, abbots, barons, and 
vassals In Britanny, all the Jews should for erer 
he banished from that province* 

The celebrated council of Lyons^ which cx« 
communicated the emperor, passed a de« 
cree, adso enjdning all Christian princes, '^^' 
who had Jews in their dominions, to com- ^^ 
pel them to refund to the crusaders all the mo« 
ney which they had obtained by usury. The 
Jews were also prohibited from demanding any 
debts due to them from tbe crusaders, till their 
death or return, while the council of Vienoe de- 
fended the Christians against the vexatious suits 
and extortions of that nation* The Jewish peo* 
pie, however, notwithstanding these decrees and 
precautions, in some provinces of France were 
raised to the magistracy, and, in most parts of 
that kingdom, kept Christian slaves* 
A signal calamity befel them, about 
' this time, in the persecution raised against ^^j?* 
them by the Pari»ans, on account, as was ^^ 
pretended, of sacrificing some Christian chil- 
dren on Good-Friday, and of using their blood 
at the solemnity of the passover ; for which im- 
puted act of murder and impiety, the Jews were 
cruelly slaughtered in Paris* The persecution 
was dso extended into the provinces of Brie, 
Touraine, Anjou, Poitou, and Maine > in wlillch 
more than two thousioid five hundred of these 
unfortunate and oppressed people^ who refused 
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to bec(Mfte Cl^riatiaiMy were put to. dfl«lli> hy 
most cruel tormentB. The sufferiogs of 
Jewish nation in France would not iiinlinjijjy 
have tertntnftted here» had not the Pojue intwiir 
posed) and requested St. Louub^ the w$i;mg^ 
monarch, to allow them liberty of coQj&oieiMafl^ 
WhUat, however, the French king wm imAig^ 
confinement in the Holy Land, he gave ofduigaL 
that they should he expelkd lus fkmiintoriit< 
which was punctually executed by the queeia 
regent. 

They were recaOed m the next reign bfy 
^275 * ^^^P ^ Bokdi a prince of a genenotna 
and humane dispositien, who was induea^jl 
to this measure by their known and aclmowled^ 
«d use&iiDess, la the promotion of commerce* 
and the etrculalion of money, which could tuot 
£iil of improving th^ finances, at that time greatljr 
exhausted. Under the neign of this monarel^ 
the Jews became power&il and wealthy* ' Ti^f- 
were expelled Gaseony by £dward the firsl^ 
king of England, who having engaged in thip 
holy war, had also imhibed the strange and uoj- 
natural idea, that the perseaition joi' those eoei- 
mies ci Christ and of has gospel, vf<m]d be the 
mo^t efteolttal means of obtaining a blessing ioa 
his enterpiise. 

The example of Edwaid was Islbwed sooii 
after by Philip the Fair, who expeUed them tfis 
Fr^Kh dominions. It is geaemHy aii- 
rioo ^^^' ^^^ l^lip was induced to tak^ 
' d»is measure in order toenrkhhimadfhir 
plvmder ; and that the Jewish nation was ^acii« 
ficed to his ex^ireme a^Miice. l^ir weakh and 
eiects were seized by t^ monarch, and mamf 
4kA through want in exUe. Ttiey wei^ how*- 
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ever, recalled eight years after, bf his succes- 
sor Louis, in order to replenish the empty trea- 
suiy, to recruit the finances, and to trnke trade 
and - cibmmerce to fibunsh* They were after- 
wards accused of having suffered themselves to 
be bribed) by the king of Granada, to procure 
the poisoning of all the rivers, wells, and reser« 
Maairs'o£ water; which were accordingly found 
poisoned in France and Germany. A leper hav- 
ing deposed, that he was hired by a certain rich 
Jew to effect this purpose, the Jewish people in 
ILanguedocX were immediately put to death, in 
the most cruel and barbarous manner ; those of 
Paris were tpeated with more equity and modera- 
tion, and only the guilty- istufPered. Others were 
bcintsbed ; and -the rioh were imprisoned, till they- 
kad discovered their treasures andefleets* 
. Chariest wHitst-i^uphin of Vienflois, and duke 
of Normandy, Wti£i4in(ter Ute necessity of recall*, 
ing them duriiighis father's imprtson- 
menc, and the existing dtsorders of the ^^S* 
«tate. On his accession to the throne, he 
granted and confirmed their ancient privileges, 
and only compelled them to wear some mark of 
distinction ; but a^rwards ' becoming deranged 
in his intellects, the Jews were again accused of 
committing murders and outrages, for which 
some of th^ were hanged, others scourged, and 
fines were levied oh the synagogues. These se- 
verities induced many to assume the mask of 
Christianity. At length appeared that memo* 
vable edict, which for ever expdled the Jewish 
naticm irom the French dominions. In this, 
however, we ought to except the city of Metz in 
Lorratn, in which they- preserved their civil and 
rdigiotts rights i and which were afterwards 
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confirmed to tkeia by JUmis tte tfa&nMtitli^<««» 
AtD. I6ir. 

In Italy) the p(H>es were fii?tmr«ble «iid kindL 
to the Jew9. Gregory the ninth, who at tUft 
time filled the papal throne, imiis^ the exaaiKi 
pie of his pi'edeceasors ; and Iboagh he was m 
i^ealous promoter of the hoAy war, yet obaM^n^ 
that the crusaders cQmmeoiQed their. pioia.woHL 
with the massacre and de»<inie^n of the Jew8»- 
he took every method to prevent such harbarilf • 
In Naples, the Jewish people were become na^ 
merous and wealthy ; and many of them were 
cpnveited to Christianity, and were permitted to 
marry the daughters of the richest and iiobkwt 
£Mnilie8 in the kingdom* The fury of the Tea- 
lots, however, was raised against them, and a 
massacre. of the Jews immediaujy fhUowedi^ 
The riot and persecution extended through great 
parts of the kingdom ; and those in the city of 
Naples would also have been put to death had not 
the nobility interposed, sind coneeakd the most 
wealthy, and therefore the most obnoodoua, m 
their houses ; and by those means preserved them 
from tlie rage and resentment of the popQkice«. 
They were no less numerous and ppw^ul «t 
Bologqa» where they built many stately edifice* 
and the most magnificent synagc^e in Italy^ 

We meet with nothing worthy of notice rel»* 
tive to the Jews in England* till the reign of 
king John, esccept that they were inviled into thia 
kingdom by William the Conqueror. During 
the tiroe of king John the eountiy was dUu^asst^ 
with ciill and intestiiie broils, and he waa under 
the necessity of supporting bis foverenmeot by 
the most .oppressive exactions, the hi^vieat o( 
vUch fett: on the Jews* At leogth the king 
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ie«ilfiMite3 all tlieir property aad effects, and ex- 
pelled them the kingdom by a publick edict. 
H^ry ^e third endeavoured to procure 
ihett conversion ; and to promote which ^'.P' 
fitf^fe effectually, he founded a seminary ^*' 
ifor the maintenance of Jewish concerts, in which 
ttiey nright live without k^)our or usury* This 
iftdueed many of them to become Christians, an() 
Ulat houa^, we are told, continued a considerable 
titne* 

The Jews of Norwich were accused of having 
<st<^n a christian child, and of having kept hi in 
a ycKty that they might circumcise and crucify 
him, at the ensuhig passover ; but being detected, 
|il%viously to that period, they suffered a severe 
4md meritorious punishment. In London the 
Hebrews were accused of some murders and of 
fitrodouB ounces, and after enduring Tarious 
vexations va\d sufferings, they were obliged to 
J)ay one-third of all their wealth. The hdy war, 
to which Henry was pressingiy invited by 
the pope, was another pretence for de- ^'c?' 
fnanditig money from his subjects, and 
especially from the Jews, whom he scrupled not 
*o deprive of what they had left. Their contri- 
^uti6ns were also demanded for carrying on the 
<§paYii^ war. The wealth of the Jews, however, 
being already much exhausted, they requested 
permission to depart from England for some 
more propitioi» and friendly country. But this 
they were refused, atid therefore were compelled 
to pay the contribution. The next year Henry 
demanded eight thousand marks of the Jews ; 
laad upon their pleading insc^ency, sold them 
%o hfs brot^Kr Richard for that sum, who, in all 
probability, would have compelled them to re- 



d by Google 



46 SISPERSIOK OF 

fund it, had he not been convinced of their aoal 
poverty and distress- 
It is agreed by most writers, that the JvPN 
were expelled England, by a perp^pnl 
^29? ^^*^^ about this time ; and King ElclwMfis 
' who banished them, gave them mmqJ0y 



with which to transport themselves into Fra 

Whether the Jews really committed ^res^^0r 
and more numerous offences in Gennaay% AT 
the people were more superstitiously zealo9^ 
against them, than in other countries, there is 
scarcely a kingdom in which they have be«n 
accused of more enormous crimes* At Francfc- 
fort, on account of some conversions, the iocMg^ 
nation and fury of the Jews and zealots became 
dreadful ; and arms were seiased on both sideA* 
Several Christians lost their lives, ancf about one 
hundred and eighty Jews were burned alive* 
One-half of the city was consumed by fire ; and 
ail the Jews were in danger of falling a sacrifice 
to the resentment of the populace. At Muntchf 
in Bavaria, an old woman having confessed that 
she sold a child to the Jews, whom they crucified, 
the people without waiting the event of a trialt 
put all the Jews to death that they could find* 
The officers of the town having, in vsun, attempt- 
ed to suppress the tumult, advised the Jews to 
retire into their synagogue, which was a strong^ 
building made of stone. This advice they fol- 
lowed ; but, notwithstanding the great efforts 
of the duke and of the officers to appease and 
disperse die multitude, they were all burned and 
destroyed iiLit. An accusation of a similar na-p 
ture was u»d against the Jews of Wurtzburgh 
and Bern, where they were put to death in the 
tame manner. 
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In the council of Vienna it was observed, 
that the Jews had become extremely numerous 
and powerful, and that the income of the clergy 
was thereby considerably decreased. It was, 
therefore, decreed, that they should reimburse 
the clergy, in proportion to what they might 
have considered themselves entitled, had their 
&milies been christian. It was also enacted* 
that the Jews should be compelled to demolish 
the new and stately synagogues which they had 
lerected, and to be satisfied with their ancient 
places of worship. These decrees, however, were 
rendered abortive, so long as the princes and 
nobles publicly protected those that refused to 
obey them. The clergy, therefore, were under 
the necessity of pursuing more violent measures, 
and excommunicated all that protected and de- 
fended this degraded people. 

During the contest between Adolphus of 
Nassau and Albert of Austria, each of ^ j^^ 
Whom had been elected emperor, a pea- 1264.* 
Bant of the name of Raind Fleish, com- 
menced a preacher in the high Palatinate, Fran- 
conia, and other provinces, and pretended that 
God hdd sent him to exterminate and destroy all 
the Jews. Without further inquiry, the people 
immediately seized those in Nurembei'g, Rottera- 
burgh, and several other towns of Franconia and 
Bavaria, whom they burned alive. Others chose 
rather to destroy themselves with their wives 
and children, than to be thrown into the flames 
by the Christians. Albert would gladly have 
"suppressed these impious, sanguinary, and dis- 
graceful tumuHs, but was afraid that Raind 
Fleish, whom they considered as the preacher 
Vol. XIII. F 
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sent of God, should indnce the pec^e to ikrour 
and join his competitor. 

The council convened at Vienna by pope Cle- 
ment, condemne<l the usury of the Jews, and de- 
creed that those who favoured and a{^xt>yed of 
them should be considered as hereticlui* This 
edict was the cause of much mischief and vex- 
ation to the Jews, especially in Germany. They 
were, however, in some measure, relieved by 
A.n. Menicho, bishop of Spires, who forbade 
1339. them to be molested on that account in 
his dominions ; and alleged that, as they 
were without the pale of the church, that law 
could not concern them. A few years after, 
they were banished by J^ewis the fir^t, king of 
Hungary, put of his dominions. A Jew named 
Cicogne, whose family was numerous at Fi*anck- 
fort, threw some pieces of fire into the town* 
house, which consumed both it and all the records 
therein. The flame also spread to the cathe- 
dral, which was reduced to ashes. This crime 
did not remain unpunished, for not only the in» 
cendiary, but all the Jews in Franqkfort, a few 
that retired into Bohemia only excepted, were 
put to death. 

The Jews having escaped the common mor- 
tality, which happened in most parts of Europe, 
were accused of having poisoned the rivers, 
wells, and reservoirs of water. This occasioned 
another massacre and destruction in «everal pro* 
vinces of Genfiany, in which some were burned 
alivci and others most cruelly slaughtered. T)iose 
of Mentz, however, r^olved to defend them* 
selves; and having seized about two hundred 
pnarmed Christians, put th^m to d€;ath in 9 
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▼erf baTbaraus manner; upon which the in- 
Censed populace collected in great numbers^ and 
attacking the Jews with great fury and retent- 
ment, killed ahout tvt^elve thousand of them* 
The indignation and persec'ution extended over 
all Germany* In the imperial cities, all the 
houses of the Jews were demolished) and castles 
and towers built with the materials* The reign- 
ing count Palatine and his ministers, cndea- 
Toured in vain to suppress the violence, and to , 
protect the Jews ; they were opposed by some of 
the nobility, and by the populace, who accused 
^m of accepting bribes to defend them. All 
the Jewish inhabitants of Ulm, together with 
their property and effects, were burned ; and in 
a word, the whole Het»%w nation in those parts 
was at this time without friends and retreat ; 
and no one dared,, at so critical a period, to in* 
terppse in their behalf. 

The refugees in Bohemia were not much 
better treated than their brethren in Gei^ ^ ^i 
many. Vinceslas, the emperor, and king 1391.' 
of Bohemia, desirous of ingratiating him- 
self with his subjects, discharged his nobility 
from the debts which they owed to the Jews. 
The people, therefore^i considering them as dis- 
ourded by that prince, attacked them at Gotha, 
and a terrible carnage ensued. The Jews of 
Spires, without distinction of age, sex, or condi* 
lion, were put to death by the sword. In Ger- 
many, Italy, Provence, and other parts, they 
were again accused of having poisoned the ri* 
vers and springs, and punished for this pre* 
tended crime, by the most severe and cruel tor- ' 
ments* In vain was it represented, that of this 
offence they could not be guilty, as the rivers and 
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springs, which have a free and unrestr^aed 

course^ capnot be contaminated by poison. To 

preserve them from a more cruel and dreadful 

A. D. ^^^^' ^^^ emperor was under the necessitj: 

1400. of issuing an edict, enjoining them to de- 
part the country, ch: to^ be bai^tized. Fewsc 
however, if any, wei*e induced to apostatize, or^ 
us they expressed it, to forsake the glory <4 their 
God. 

Benedict the thirteenth, who was thien in Ar^ 
ragon, endeavoured to ingratiate himself with 
the Spanish nation, by his zeal for the conver-> 
sion of the Jews. Conferences were accordingly; 
held on the subject i and after some time ^pen^ 
in this manner, many professed to be disciples 
and followers of Christ. But whatever might be 
the number of these Jewish converts, their akin 
cerity was much disputed, and not indeed wHh*. 
out sufficient reason ; for it appears that they ; 
yielded only to necessity, and merely -to avoid, 
harsh and cruel treatment. In outward ^ppesLt-'' 
ance, they professed Christianity, but they cir- 
cumcised their cbildren, observed tlie passover^ 
and neglected none of the Jewish rites and cere- 
monies. 

Thisi dissimulation did not escape the notice 
of the clergy, nor remain long unpunished | they> 
acquainted the Spanish monarch and the |>ope: 
with the conduct of the converted Jews ; upon 
which, the tribunal of inquisition was com* 
manded to observe the behaviour of those deiin*^ 
quents more narrowly, and all Christen princes 
were exhorted to assist in bringing them to con* 
dign punishment. This decree, which was pro-- 
claimed in most parts of Spain, had a speedy 
and powerful effect; and seventeen thousand 
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Jews immediately returned to the church, and 
sufomitted themselves to whatever censures or 
penance should be inflicted* Two thousand of 
this oppressed and unfortunate people were 
burned alive, notwithstanding^ their acknowledge- 
ment and confesmon, that Jesus was the true 
Messiah* Many were imprisoned, and languish* 
ed longe in confinement; and after regaining 
their liberty, were compelled to wear a baidge ^ 
distinction and disgrace* Nor did they spare 
the sacred repositories of the dead : human bo< 
dies were disinterred and burned ; their estates 
and property confiscated ; and their children de- 
clared incapable of succeeding to the possessiona 
of their parents* These severities obliged many 
to emigrate into other countries ; and others em- 
braced Christianity. But notwithstanding these 
conversions, the populace insulted and oppressed 
them, and attributed every calamity or misfor- 
tune that befel them to the obstinacy of the I'e- 
cusants, or to the dissimulation and hypocrisy of 
the conformists. 

A severe and dreadful edict was after* j^^ ^y, 
wards issued against the Jews by Ferdi- 1493^ 
nand king of Spain, by which the wh<^e 
Jewish nation was commanded to leave that mo- 
narch's dominions in the space of four months ; 
and the people were prohibited, under the great* 
est penalties, from a£R>rding victuals, or any 
other assistance, to such as should be found in 
the kingdom, aiJter that period* Historians in«> 
form us, that seventy thousand families, or eight 
hundred thousand persons, quitted Spain purau- 
ant to this decree : but the Jewish writers make 
the refugees amount to a much greater num* 
ber. 

F J 
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The misery and sufierings of those who thvM 
embarked for foreign c^ounlriesy ane inexpnes^ 
«ible, and ahnost inconceivable^ Some of the 
vessels took fire, and these unhappy victims of 
.oppression perished in the flames or were 
drowned; many were shipwrecked on foreign 
coasts, and were exposed to an instant or lioger- 
ing death ; the plague destroyed great numbers | 
and to complete the series of their calamities) 
those who reached the city of Fez in AfHci^ 
wera refused admittance by the cruel and mcr« 
ciless inhabitants, and perished for want of sus^ 
tenance* Whether iPerdinand was induced to 
adopt this severe and tyrannical measure by mo- 
tives of avarice and the prospect of obtaining 
immense riches, or was influenced by causes of 
a pious and religious nature, we forbear to in- 
vestigate. Certain, however, it is> that his con- 
duct in this respect was highly censured by all 
iBober and judicious Christians ; and though pope 
Alexander the sixth dignified the monarch with 
the surname of Catholick, for this zealous and per- 
secuting action^ he nevertheless received many 
of the fugitives into his dominions** 

John the second, king of Portugal, though 
not naturally a friend and bene&ctor of the Jewsi 
was sensible that it was his interest to encourage 
those who had been expellee) Spain, to settle in 
his dominions. This he accordingly did, under 
certain resUictions* His son and successor seemed 
at first to commiserate the condition and misery 
of this people, but was soon after induced to sa^ 
crifice them to his interest, and to the alliance 
which he had contracted with the Spanish mo* 
narch. He therefore banished them from Por-* 
tugal; but detained their children under various 
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-princes* This conduct of the king drove the 
Je\rs to despair, and many of them put an end 
to their existence* Those who departed the king- 
dom endured the most severe hardships and io- 
suits $ and of those who became Christians, 
great numbers were ill treated and massacred, 
for the slightest and most trivial offences* 
' Notwithstiuiding the cruelties and seventies 
vhich the Jews had suffered in Spain, they were 
DO sooner itiTformed that Charies the fifth had 
ascended the throne, than they endeavoured to 
procure a resettlement in that Idngdom. For 
this purpose, they commissioned some of the 
most considerable of their nation to represent to 
the Spanish monarch, that they suffered under 
the servitude of a religion which they were com- 
pelled to embrace, smd to whose rigorous and 
unremitted persecutions they were daily ex-^ 
posed ; that they carried on the whole commerce 
of the nation, and were the most useful, and pen- 
haps the most faithful, subjects in the kingdom ; 
and therefore requested, that he would be pleased 
to allow them the free and unrestrained exercise 
of their religion, for which act of condescension 
and kindness, they engaged to present the king 
with eight hundred thousand crowns of gold* 
The Spanish monarch received them very gra- 
ciously, and the council of Flanders was like* 
wiise of opinion, that their request should be 
granted, and their offer accepted* Cardinal Xi* 
menes, however, dissuaded Charles from this re- 
solution, and this last effort of the Jews was un- 
success^!* 

We shall now give an account of the eastern 
Jews during the fifteentb| sixteenth; and seven* 
teenth centuries : 



d by Google 



56 BISl^ERSIOH OP 

In Mediot where Ishmael Sophi, chief of the 
family of the Person kings, commenced his con- 
quests, they were astonished at his rapid and 
wonderful success, and began to consider him as 
the true Messiah. In this opinion they were 
moreover confirmed, by his decknng himself a 
A. D. prophet sent by God, to inspect and re- 
1500. fo"» the Mahometan religion. That 
pHnce, however, despised the Jews, re- 
fused their homage and service, and treated then& 
with .greater severity than any of his subjects. 
In the reign of Abbas the second, a great coun* 
A. D. ^'^ ^^^ convened, in which it was unani^ 
1666. mously resolved, that the Jewish nation 
should be destroyed without delay* Ac- 
cordingly an order was issued to Persians and 
strangers to massacre ali the Jews, without re- 
gard to sex, age, or condition, those only ex- 
cepted who should be converted to the religion 
of Mahomet* The persecution commenced at 
Ispahan, the capital of the kingdom, extended 
with equal severity to the several provinces in- 
habited by Jews, and continued for three years 
without intermission. A few of them fled into 
the dominions of Turkey, and others into India ; 
and many preserved their lives by abjuring 
their religion. Those of Ispahan were, how- 
ever, very poor, and not numerous. They were 
obliged to pay an annual sum of money to the 
king, and to wear a garment for the sake of dis- 
tinction. 

Bagdad, once the residence of the princes of 
the captivity, was much i-educed since it was 
taken by Amurat the fourth ; but had a great 
number of Jewish inhabitants, who, though they 
enjoyed the free and uni^strained exercise of 
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their reli^n, were nevertheless hated and des^ 
pised by the Persians. In Armenia they aro 
said to have lived peaceably; but a Christian 
being xourdered by a Jew, many of the Jewish 
people were crucified) and others burned* lu 
Mediti, during the fifteenth) sixteenth, and sev^i^ 
teenth centuries, they were numerous, and had 
been transplanted thither by Sennacherib* They 
are said to have had one hundred persons for 
every forty Christians that inhabited Media* 
They spread themselves as far as the foot of 
mount Caucasus; and we are told, that the 
princes of Mingrelia and Imiretta pretended to 
be. descendants of king David. The ancient 
monarchs of Geot^a boasted the same extrac* 
tion ; and the cham of that country, among 
other titles, called faimself a descendant of Solo* 
mon, the Jewish king. In these parts is a great 
mixture of Judaism. This was the general state 
of the Jews in Persia, Media, Armenia, and 
some other provinces in the east, during those 
eenturies now under review* 

It w^d naturally be expected, that Judea, . 
their ancient and beloved country, would have 
contained a greater number of Jews than either 
Syria or Egypt. It was, indeed, frequently vi«^ 
sited by^ devotees, who made a pilgrimage to y 
Jerusalem ; but very few fixed their abodes in 
that country* Sephec, or Tzcpheth, a city of 
Gidilee, was the most populous and celebrated^ 
ivhich the Jews possessed in this province* This 
town enjoyed several advantages greater than 
the rest ; and the Jews that inhabited it were 
treated with more kindness, than those thatlived 
in any other part of the Ottoman emt»re. To 
this city they sent their children to be instructed 
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in the Hebrew language ; for It- was theii* opinioiif 
that it could no where else be taught with equal 
puritft and Sephec became what Tiberias was 
fbrmerlf. It is unnecessary to add more, than 
that there was not a city in Palestine, in whtcfa 
the Jews subsisted no long, and with so much 
credit and safety* 

The Jews in Syria were much more numerous 
and flourishing than in Judea. They always had 
their synagogues and learned men at Damascus* 
They also obtained from the Christians a cele- 
brated plat of ground, where, it is pretended^ 
that Elijah the prophet called Elisha to' be h\% ' 
servant, and in which place they erected a sump* 
tuous synagogue. At Aleppo the Jews were no 
less numerous ; and in this city 2^abathai Tzevi' 
was bom, who proclaimed himftelf the Messiah, 
and the deliverer of Israel, and that he was about 
to subvert and destroy the Ottoman power* 
Many were induced to credit his assertions, on 
account of an interpretation of a passage in 
Daniel, that the Messiah should appear about 
the year 167 $• The more prudent, however, of 
that nation became sensible, that this intended 
insurrection would opcasion the ruip of all (he 
Jews in the Ottoman empire, and therefore pro* 
nounced him an impostor, and condenmed him 
to death. 

But Tzevi assembled a great concourse of 
Jews at Smyrna, where he several times pro- 
nounced the name Jehovah, and altered the 
Jewish liturgy ; and the audience not only ac- 
knowledged his power and authority, but pre- 
tended they saw something in his person that 
was more than human* He then caused a throne 
to be erected for him and Ms queen, from which 
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he addressed his subjects ; and he gave his fbl« 
lowers a new form of faith, which they were 
commanded implicitly to receire. After this he 
fcmbarked in a small vessel for Constantinople, 
and his disciples went thither by land. The 
Grand Seignior being informed of his approach, 
^ve orders to his vizier to cause him to be ap- 
prehended and bastinadoed, which were accord* 
ingly executed. 

After suffering this punishment, Tzevi was 
imprisoned in the Dardanels, from whence he 
sent ambassadors to assure the Jews, that he was 
the true Messiah, and to inform them of the mi* 
racles which he had already performed, or still 
had to perform. Being afterwards detected and 
proved to be an hnpostor, he was commanded bj 
the sultan to be carried to Adrianople, and put 
to death. To avoid this punishment, Tzevi and 
his wife apostatized from the Jewish faith, and 
were converted to Mahometanism. He was, 
however, afterwards beheaded by order of the 
Grand Seignior. 

After the death of this impostor, Daniel Is- 
rael, a Jew, who had dwelt at Smyrna six or 
seven years, undertook to persuade the Jewish 
people, that Tzevi was yet alive and concealed, 
and that he would re^appear, according to the 
prophecy of Daniel, after the space of forty-five 
years. Some prodigies which he pretended tp 
perform, astonished many of the Jews, and in- 
duced them to credit his assertions. The death 
of Cordoso, however, who maintained the im- 
postor, and who was murdered by his son in-law, 
unveiled the deception. The murderer fled into 
% Turlush mosque, and was converted to Maho- 
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ttietanlsm ; but we are not told what becattie of 
Daniel Israel. 

In Ethiopia, during the fifteenth, sixteenth; 
and seventeenth centuries, the Jews lived peace* 
ably, and easily maintained thertiselves by the 
conformity that subsisted between their religion 
and customs and those of the Ethiopians, who 
boast that they are of the same lineage. The 
Jewish people in this part never received the 
Talmud, nor any of those traditions by which 
their religion is injured. It is no easy matter to 
determine in what, period the Jews were first 
settled in Ethiopia. A late traveller informs 
us, that Saba, who founded the monarchy of 
* Abyssinia, was a Jewess, and that her subjects 
became Jews before the time of Solomon. He 
also tells us, that they continued Jews from the 
time of the building of the temple, to the year 
622 after Christ, when they were converted to 
Mahometanism.* The Jewish people, in the time 
of which we are treating, are said to have in- 
habited a high and spacious mountain, accessible 
only on one side, which was rocky, difficult, and 
ilangerous* Claude, the son of David, sought 
refuge on this mountain from the arms 
^iS ^^ ^'^ brother, and was received with great 
* kindness by the Jews, who defended him 
with such bravery and fidelity, that they ever af* . 
terwards enjoyed his friendship and protection. 

They maintained themselves in the same in* 
dependent manner at the commencement of the 
seventeenth century, possessed nearly three pro* 
vinces^ and were considered as the ancient inha* 

» Vidb Mr. Brtice's Tiavels* vol. i. p. 478. 484. 
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Vitants of Ab7ssinia» and known by the nani« 
oi shefiherds* Socinios, a bold and successful 
prince, attacked them with a poweiful arm^f 
cfisJodged them from thdr rocks and fastnesses^ 
and dispersed them throug^hout the kingdom- 
. Achmed, governor of Egypt, having revolted 
against Soliman the second, imposed a ^ ^ 
tax of two hundred talents on the Jews 1534. 
of that kingdom* They, however, plead- 
ed insolvency, and paid only fifteen talents into 
the treasury. Upon which, Achmed command- 
ed them to be arrested and imprisoned. This 
order, however, was annulled, by the seizure and 
death of. Achmed himself; and the Jews cele- 
brated a feast in memory of their deliverance, 
Cairo was fuU of Jews, most of whom ^ ^^ 
were rich merchants. The liberty, how- iJsri 
ever, which was granted to the Jewish 
nation, induced them to disperse over that coun- 
try, where tliey exercised a variety of occupa- 
tions, and carried on some considerable manu- 
factures. It is said, that the Jews were more 
numerous in those parts during this period, than 
was the whole of their nation in the time of 
Moses. 

Muley Archey, king of Taphilet, having seized 
the property of a rich Jew, was thereby enabled 
to make himself master of the province of Qui- 
viana, and to dispossess his brother of the king- 
dom of Morocco and Fez. To recompens« the 
Hebrews for this act of oppression to an indivi- 
dual, he allowed tliem their former privileges, 
and credited Josuah Ben Hamosheth prince of 
that nation. His brother Ishmael, who succeed- 

♦ Vide Mr. Bruce's Travels, vol. ii. p. 299. 
Vol. XHL G 



d by Google 



6% hisfkniif^ bf 

td him ih die kmgdom, was a stffl greater /nt^txt 
and benefactor -o( th^ Jewish people^ and Ale 
inade one of them his ^voy to the different cootfH 
of Europe, who concliid^ the peace with. tfK^ 
United Provinces, A. D» 16S4. 

llie Jews had been a long time settled * at 
Oran, and w^re intnisted with sotne bf the most 
liicrativt and considerable offices in the city^ 
Their fidelity and afifcttion to the ipanSarc^ 
iiowetcr, were such, notWithstaiTdin^the treat- 
ment they had received from thetn, that they be» 
A. D. *^y^^ ** ^^^^ ^° ^^® Spanish soldiers i 
1669. but this service, atid many others which 
they perfortnedj did not prevent them 
from suffering banishments In the province o^ 
8uz also, they were numerous ahfl floUifeM^j^ ^ 
in the capital of that prmcipality they had a vrch 
and stately synagogiie, which Was served by Se- 
veral priests and officers. They had their Judges 
and interpreters of the l&w, who were maintain- 
ed at the charge of the peoples In the kingdoul 
bf Pez> their Synagogues having been demolish- 
. jy ed, Mtiley MahOtnet not only cadSed them 
' 1660. to be rebuilt, but at)pbinted la Jew his 
treasurer and prime minister. 
Thougli we have hitherto Seen the Jews fa- 
'toured and protected by the popes In Italy, that 
. p warlike jpontiff, John the twenty-third^ 
1412. raised a dreadRil and destructive persecu- 
tion against them. Not satisfied, how- 
ever, With oppressing them ih his own domi- 
nions, he wrote to the queen^regent of Spain j 
during the minority of her son John, and desired 
her to act in the same manner. To this request 
She irarnediately acceded, and sixteen thousand 
of the Jtewish nation were compelled to abjure 
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|Mr leligion; whltet those who wer^ obstty 
m»€, and refused to apostatize from the &ith, 
irere condemned to the flames, or massacred by 
the populace* Nicholas the second, however, 
having soon after ascended the papal chair, h^ 
eomforted .and prot^ted the Jews, and suppress 
aed the inqui^itops. He also sent letters into 
Spaint to prevent those in that kJqgdon^ from be^ 
ifig compelled to abjure their religion. 

They had not laig enjoyed pope Nicholas's 
palrona^ and protection, b^re another perse«> 
^ution was reused ^^inst them. In the bishoprick 
•C Trent, and in all ilie cities of Venice, the ^ 
palace >v^re so m^ch expited against them, that 
they plundered and massacred ^ whom they 
found ; and the doge %nd senate were under the 
necessity of interposing their authority, to sup- 
^v«^ tb^ rio^ and slaughter. The JewS) how^ 
^fc», were afterwards expelled Trept. 

Pope Alexander the' sixth not only received 
those Jews whom the kings of Spain and Portu* 
^ had banished, but enjoined their brethren at> 
l^oxne, who had treated dicm with great neglect^ 
to giv^ them every assistance in their power for 
establishing themselves in his dominions. He 
allGfflred them the same privileges as the Jews 
bad formerly enjoyed ; and endeavoured lo pro- 
cure them the free and unre^rdined exercise of 
their religion m all the other states of Italys 
Under pope Paul the third, )the Hebrews j^ j^> 
had become so numerous and powerful, 1539/ 
that cardinal Sadolet inveighed gainst 
his hcdin^s, and asserted that the pontiff was 
kmder to the Jew» than to the Christians. 

Paul the fourth treated the Jewish people with 
great harshness and rigour> and issued two se* 
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yere edicts against them ; but pope Pius the fifth 
A d/^^^*^*^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ greater severity. He 
1569. >^ot only restricted titem in their reltgioua 
worship, but charged them with several 
crimes and misdemeanors, for which they were 
expelled all places of his dominions, excepting* 
the cities of Rome and Ancona. Sextus the 
fifth acted with greater openness and sincei*ity, 
and declared that the profit and advantage, which 
he received from the Jewish merchants, were the 
principal motives for his tderating that people. 
This pope revoked all the bulls and edicts, which 
his predecessors had issued against them ; but 
Clement the eighth confirmed the bull of pope 
Pius the fifth against the Jews, who were there- 
by expelled the ecclesiastical states. 

During the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth' 
centuries, the Jews in Germany and the niere 
northern countries were extremely numerous,^ 
but much poorer, and worse treated by the priests 
and populace, than those of Italy. Great num- 
bers had settled at Thuringa and Mishia, in 
which places the Landgraves exacted of them. 
vast sums of money for the peace and liberty' 
which they enjoyed. Lewis the tenth, duke of 
• ^ ]3 Bavaria, banished them out of his domi- 
1454. nions, without regarding his own interest, 
or the remonstrances of their friends* H^ 
confiscated all their effects, and erected publick 
edifices in the places where they had inhabited. 
Some years 'after, those of Nureml)erg, who 
were numerous and wealthy, were banished from^ 
that city. The citizens charged them with se- 
veral crimes and misdemeandra, that they might 
endeavour to palliate their severity ; but the I'eal 
cause for this treatment of the Jews^ appeaVs to 
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hine %em tbfiir wcabb and efi^Ut Tke Ushop 
of Co|<^;pe w>n »fter ioHowed the example q( « 
tbe cstizros of NurelobeTgi and expelled them 
hj$ diQce^. 

The Jew« of Merabui^h) wHo pretended to^ 
bave been settled there ever fiince the deaCruc- 
tion of Jeruaalemy were banished from Umt city 
and diocese by the hisbc^* The emperor ^ ^^ 
Ferdinand the first, however^ received 1559.* 
awl protected tl^m. Clver since the tenth 
century, the Jews on account of tbe service* 
which they had rendered the Christians, against 
the banditti) had lived peaceably and happily in 
Bohemia ; but a conflagration havMlg destroyed 
some pact of that l^ingdom» they wer^ accused, 
and fbuncf guilty of bejng accessaries to it^ 
Those) theceforei that escaped death, were ex*' 
pelled the kingdom, but wece afterwards re* * 
called. 

The Jews in Hungary were greatly decreased, 
in number, towai^ the conc^luiiion of the six- 
teenth cei^ury; and that the emperor might 
compel them to leave his dominions witli greater 
celerity, he imposed on them a double tax, which 
it was supposed they could scarcely be able to 
pay. A great persecution was raised against 
Mus people in Moravia ; and many were burned 
and put to death, before any assistance could be 
Gendered them* Those in Franconia being ac* 
cused of setting fire to several houses in the 
town of Bamberg, were plundered of their efiects* 
In Vieima the Jews hs^ obtained such 
credit, that they were permitted to erect a ^'^' ' 
stately and sumptuous synagogue ; but the 
building was scarcely fii>i$hed, when the emperor 
expelled them from th^t capital, and converted 
G2 
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their synagogue into a church. ^ At^ the deatli ' 
of tfee empress, however, they were recalled^ 
and admitted to several posts and titles of ho^' 
nour. They were also numerous and flourishing', 
iti most of the other cities of that empire, and 
in the pmv'^ces of Servia, Croatia, Moldavia, 
idid Valan^na* In Holland, they enjoyed greater 
liberty and quietness, and were more flourishing' 
and wealthy than in any other part of the worW. 

We have now brought the history of the eastern 
and western Jews to the close of the sevemeenth 
century. It remjuns only, therefore, that we 
give a short account of the present state and 
condition of this people. 

Of the ten tribes carried into captivity by 
Shalmanezer, t^ of the country where they 
settled, we have received no cbrtain and authen- 
tick information, unless we are to suppose, that 
they still exist in Persia, under the denomination 
0^ A%hans, who, accor«ling to their own tradi- 
tions, are descendants of the Jews. We learn 
from the book of Esdras, that the ten tribes, 
after a wandering journey, arrived at a country 
called Arsareth ; where, with great probability, 
vee may suppose that they settled. Now the 
most accurate historians of Persia affirm, that 
llic Af<^hans are descended from the Jews^ which, 
in some measure, corroborates and renders ere-: 
diWe their traditions of the same import. It is 
also asserted, that their families^ are still distin^ 
guished by the names of Jewish-tpil>es, though, 
since their convci'sion to the faith of Midiomei, 
they have been extremdy studious of coneeal- 
ing their origin and descent. The language 
they use, is said to have a manifest resemblance 
to theChddaick; and a considerable distrkt «f 
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tbe country which Uiey inhabit, is caUed Hioa^ 
i^hf or Hazard, vbich mi^^t easily have been 
changed into Anareth«* 

"^ The Tui^ish empire, howevery is the pnocipal 
ivtreat of the Jenvs* At Constantinople and tia- 
lonichi ^hey are morenumenms than in any other 
part* In Fez, Morocco, and other African 
states' arer great numbers of Jews i and in the 
intenor parts of that* continent, they .have so fa^ 
. conformed to the religion of Mahomet, aa to re- 
cite in publiek, prayers from the Koran. They 
^tre dispersed over Germany ; but ^re more nil* 
merous in Poland, Lithuania, and Russia. In 
protestant countries they are treated with great 
mildness and chanty ; and in England, they are 
wisely allowed the full liberty of their rehgioR, 
an unrestrained freedom of commerce, and the 
quiet and peaceable enjoyment of their property, 
though a liberal attempt made to natmlize 
them about half a century ago, failed from pcK 
pular ignorance and intolerance. 



CHAP. I. 

Of Africa in General. 

-V • 

AT what time this vast continent was first 
distinguished by the title of a distinct, or 
ttanir psut of tKe woiid, it would be no easy 
matter to determine. Strabo, who was only ac- 
quainted with those kingdoms of Afnca which 
the Romans reduced under their power, thought 

• Vide. Asiatick Researches, vol. ii. p. 76, 
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k too incoAsideitUe to detene that dktiiicdosif 
and though Ptoleiny was better in&rmod madiw 
respect to the continent of Afiica, and nmcli «£ 
his account of its googtapfay and natural history 
has been lately confirmed l^ indispntable ^ti* 
dence, he was nevertheless in the daric respeot* 
ing many of its compooent parts* The AMawm 
and Arabian geogra^ers am extwmely ignocMia 
of their own country, and in their maps and dc^ 
scriptians have onutted the whole of that terr»faor|r# 
which lies betw^n the Nile and the Red Se«u 
Before the elose of the fifteenth century,. Ema- 
nuel 4ung of Povtugaly excited by a desire of dis•^ 
covering a way to the East Indies» appomted n 
few ships for that expedition, which, douhied the 
Cape of- Good Hope, and exfdored ^le eastern 
and western coasts of the African continent. A 
few factories, however, near the sea, could haavo 
liuk w no oppcMTtunity of ac^iring a knowledge 
of the interior part of the country, even had it 
accorded with the objects they had. in view* 1% 
is to the honour of England, that a society of 
noblemen and gentleman has associated for the 
purpose of exploring the internal regions of Af« 
rica, and whose discovedea have thrown more 
light on the geography and natural history of that^ 
continent, than idl tiie united labours of two thou- 
sand years. 

Africa is environed by the Nsea, excepting only 
the isthmus of Suez, which is a narrow deck of 
land of seventy miles in breadth, axid which 
unites it to Asia* It has been compared to an 
irregular pyramid inverted, the northern part 
constituting the base, which runs along the shores 
of the Mediterranean, and the Cape of Good 
Hope forming the apex or top. Its utmost e^^* 
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tent from noith to^uth, from Cape IkMie, in the 
Mediterranean, to the Cape of Good Hope, is 
four thousand three hundred miles; and its 
breadth from eaat to west, from Cape Vend to 
Cape Guarda-fui, near the straitf of Babelman* 
d^ is three thouattnd five hundred miles ; the 
whole inciudinpf an extent from thirty-five de- 
grees north latitude, to twenty-eight south, and 
from thirty-three degrees east to seycnteen de- 
grees west longitude from London. It appears^ 
therefore, that nearly two thirds of the continent 
of Africa are situated within the torrid zone, and 
ihat the equator divides it almost in the middk* 
The northern part, however, is more exten- 
sive and most exposed to the vertical rays of 
the sun, which bemg reflected from vast deserts 
of burning sand, the heat becomes excessive, 
and, in many places, insupportable to Euro- 
peans. 

Africa may be divided into four parts : 
; I* The islands which surround this continent 
in the Mediterranean and Red Sea, and on the 
eastern and western coasts. 

2. The country of the whites, comprehending 
Egypt, Barbary, Numidia, or Biiedulgerid, and 
Zaara^ or the Desert. 

3* That of the blacks, including Nigritia, GuL« 
nea, and Nubia. 

' 4. Upper and Lower Ethiopia, the former of 
which comprehends the vast empire of Abyssinia 
and parts adjacent ; the latter includes the king- 
doms of Congo, Angola, Loango, and CafPrariay 
along the western, or Atlantickj and those of 
Monomctapa, Sofola, and' along the coasts of 
Zanquebar and Ajan, on the eastern, or Indian^ 
Qcean -; together with the inland kingdoms of 
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rious nation^) of which we 9haU aft^imi^s m^te 
mentiQB. 

Ail the inhabitants of this vast coatineot* 
though distinguished under a variety of denoou-i 
nations, aocoixling to their different situatiomay 
tribes, said foirins of government, are, nevet^ie^ 
kss, commonly iocludsd ip the two-fold distiec^ 
tion of Moors a^d Negroes, or of Arabs ant} 
Africans* With respect to the ancient inhaiMt« 
ants of this country, who 4re rery oumerouaN 
we might expect to find in 90 v^At a tract of lan^ 
and 40 great a variety of motions, and govern* 
meots, a proportioiiaUe diveno^y of peQple> re* 
lative to the quaUficattons of mind and of body 1 
but, on the contraty, a genevid uniformity per<< 
vades those various ^regions and people* " AH 
the negro nations," says M^ Fa?k, ^ that fell 
under my- observation, though divided into 1^ 
number of petty independent states, subsist 
chiefly by the same me^s, live nearly in. the 
aame temperature, and pos9ess a vimideifid mmH 
ktrity of dh/iosition." 

It IS remarkable, that the Negroes, how black 
aoever when in health, are no sooner attached 
with sickness, than tliey gradually become pate 
and whitish, according to the nature and iave* 
teracy of the disease ; but when dead, they vmi 
iume their original blackness* Most of the Af- 
rican natives have been always addicted to ido« 
latry, witchcraft, and other superstitious rites 
9JEid customs, which it is supposed they received 
Irom the vident Egyptians. In many parts c^ 
Ainca, however, some relicks of Judaism are dis* 
oemible. With respect to the christian religion, 
ipe sre told that it was estabUsited here at a very 
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eelty ^nod) by the eunuch of que^n Candace ) 
but in Abyssinia, where it was first propagated 
and estid)lbhed, and where it flourished for sonit 
time with greatsplendour, it has been miserably 
torn by factions md schisms. There is a variety 
bP Christians, hbwevcr, disperised throughout 
Africa* 

But th^ religion of Mahbmet hath made the 
^^eates^ sold m6st rapid 'progi^ss in this countryi 
Whcfther, however, thhmgh the tghorance of its 

Kopagators, or the depravity of the converts, 
ahonietani^m is here deprived of many of its 
l^steri^es and iliost of its virtues. One would 
^caixely, indeed, imagine, nor woldd a &ithful 
in'ussulman acknowledge, that it is the same re- 
ligion, which thfe Arabian Proi^et taUght his 
disciples. T1\e Negroes have tteither mosques^ 
hdr observe «ny We^ly festivid. 

The Africans arc g;enerally considered as an 
indolent and inactive people ; but perhaps with- 
tmt much reason^ The nature of tfie climate is^ 
fftdeedj uhfavoun^le to great corporeal exer- 
tions ; but strictly and property speaking, a 
people cannot be called indolent and inactive^ 
Whose sustenance is derived, not from the spon- 
taneous productions of nature, but frOm personal 
febom*. Sortie manufoctures and mechanicks, and 
ttie necessary arts of life, are known and prac^ 
^sedbythem^ 

Before the Europeans visited this continent; 
the commerce of Africa was inconsideirable, and 
principally confined to the eastern coasts,- and to 
those of the Red Sea : and was chiefly carried 
rxk by the Arabs, Persians, Armenians, and Ma- 
hometans^ Since that time, the Italiaiis^ French) 
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English, Dutch, Spaniards, and Portuguese} set* 
tied several colonies and factories in difierent 
])arts. This trade chiefly consists of gold, slavey . 
ivory, and a great variety of odoriferous gums« 
The commerce with Africa promotes the imports 
and consumption of European commodities and 
manufactures : as those of silken, woollen, and 
linen i and of iron and copper, wrought into a 
great variety of utensils and warlike instruments* 

The Moors are supposed to have been for> 
merly a different people from the Arabs or Sa- 
racens, who extended themselves over the eastern 
parts of Africa, and spread their conquests to 
its most western coasts. But they have been so 
intermixed with that race, and have adopted so 
many of their manners and customs, that they 
are scarcely to be distinguished from each other.* 

The Arabs who abandoned tiie wandering 
and irregular mode of life, and settled in towns 
and villages, apply themselves to trade and ma« 
nufactures ^ or employ their time in agriculturef 
and the breeding of camels and lioi^es. The 
rnost considerable class of Arabs, however, con- 
sists of those who live in deserts and tents* 
They are divided into separate tribes or familiesi 
each of which is subject to a chief or king, who 
exercises unlimited authority over those of his 
own horde, and acknowledges no allegiance to a 
common sovereign. They live in continual fear 

• *• With the religion, they were proud to adopt the 
language, name, and origin of Arabs: the blood of the 
strangers and natives was insensibly mingled ; and from 
the Euj^hr^ites to the Atlantick the same nation might 
seem to be diffused ever the sandy plains of Asia and 
Africa" — Qibbon, 
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WA distrust ; and are always prepared to make 
hostile and pf'edatory excursions, or to avoid 
gn^t and imminent dangers. 

CamelS) and other. beasts. of burden, befngf ex* 
tremely necessary to them, the Arabs are fre- 
quently compelled to change their place of abode^ 
to procure for them fresher and more verdant 
pastures. On account of these frequent de- 
campments, they are obliged to make use of 
light and moveable tents, some of which are 
constructed of camels and goats hair. Thi» 
cloth is nrianiifactured by the' women in such a 
manner, that it is proof against the heaviest and 
most violent rains which fell in Africa* The 
other tents are rather a portable kind of huty 
composed of the bark of trees, or of some sort 
of wood proper for the purpose, and so con^ 
trived as to be erected, or taken down, with great 
ease and expedition* Both kinds of tents are 
of a circular form, the top of which projects in 
the shape of a cone, and under it is placed the 
chimney, which serves instead of windows to ad- 
mit the air and light. 

' The women have not only the whole care and 
management of these houses, and of the rest of 
the family affairs, but they are also doomed to 
tindergo the meanest and most slavish' employ- 
ments. They grind, bake, brew, and dress all 
the victuals for the household ; and they fetch 
wood and water, milk the cattle, and take care 
of their husbands* horses ; but in different parts 
t)f Africa, different customs will be found to 
prevail. The women are generally fond of 
adorning themselves with gold chains, pearls, 
and beads. • The house s,n or tents, in which the 
females reside, are interdicted to all men, ex- 
Vol.. XIII. H 
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pept their husbands ; and if any Arab is d6* pdmV 
as not to possess a separate tent, or hut, be will 
receive visitoi*s, and transact his business in the 
open air. 

Next to their wives, the Araljs value their 
horses, or mares, the latter of which, on account 
i)f their milk, (which forms a part of their food) 
and of the colts they produce, ai'e esteemed pre- 
ferable. . The mares and colts are admitted into 
the tents, where they remain loose with the rest 
of the family,, and frequently serve for pillows 
or bolsters on which the children recline *. The 
Arabs are extremely careful m the choice sind 
preservation of their breed, and more exact In 
pbsemng the genealogy of their horses than of 
themselves* 

The usual dress of the men is a kind of shirt 
toext the skin, which descends to the knee, and is 
Suspended over a. pair of drawers which cover 
the ancles. Over this, the richer Arabs weai' 
a short jackets called a caphtan, which has long 
^d strait sleeves, and is girt with a broad sashf 
surrounding the body several times. This caph* 
tan is commonly made of fine cloth or serge i 
and sometimes, though very rarely, of silk; but 
^imong the inferior Arabs, it is manufactured of 
blue or black cotton cloth. As they wear no 
bells, the scimitar, or cutlass, is generally in- 
serted between the girdle and caphtan. The 
girdles are long and wide, manufactured of silk 
or cotton and curiously embi-oidered. The use 
of stockings is scarcely known in Africa. In- 
stead of shoes, they wear a kiiid of socks made 
of Morocco leather, and reuching to the ancle* 

• M. Sonnini observes, that in Egypt tlie cattle ard 
Ikcustomed to share the shelter of th« Bedouinsw 
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Tke commcm people usually have their heads 
awJ legs uncovered. The chief, however, of 
the tiibe, and others also distinguished among 
them, adorn their heads with red caps, encircled 
hy several rounds of white cotton, and formed in 
the shape of a turban. 

The women wear long drawers, and shifts 
over them. Their caphtan is fastened to their 
bodies with a sash oi* girdle, similar to that 
of the men, but generally of more value, and 
having a gi'eater variety of colours and em- 
brmdery. Over th^ caphtan, the female also 
wears a large mantle or robe, of a rich azurcf 
hue, which descends to the feet. Their heads 
and hands are covered with a veil; and theit* 
ears, necks, and arms, are adorned with rings 
and bracelets of gold and silver. Their fbet ai-e 
covered with socks, or pumps, similar to those' 
of the men. The women, however, of inferior 
rank, cover their bodies with only a piece of 
cloth, which they wrap about their breasts, and 
Which descends no lower than the knee. In- 
stead of pearls and diamonds, these make use 
of pieced of coral or glass, with which they de- 
corate the hair. • They mark their foreheads, 
cheeks, and chin, with a kind of paint ; but as 
this paint requires frequent renewal, they some- 
times puncture it into the skin, which renders the 
impression indelible. • 

The bread of the Arabs consists of millet, 
maize, or rice, made into cakes. Their drink is 
commonly water ; but they brew a small liquor, • 
and also distil a kind of spirit, sufficiently strong- 
to intoxicate. They eat fish and flesh of several 

* In Malta and some other places a Bimilar custom 
prevails. 
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$orts, but never of both at one meal, nor in nny 
, large quantity. " The lives of the BedouinS)'* 
• says M. Sonnini, " simple, uniform, and unin^ 
jured by excesses, are extended to the term fixetf 
by nature. They live to be very old, and, UjlI 
their advanced age, they are conspicuous for m, 
respectable and truly patriarchal appearance *•" 
They are no less friendly and hospitable in their 
habitations to strangers who visit them, and* 
whom they treat with singular frankness and- 
cordiality. *' Here, (among the Arabs or Be- 
douins) that hypocritical politeness, those lying 
expressions of civility, with which people mu- 
tually overwhelm each other in our fashionable 
circles in Europe, while they reciprocaUy agree 
to place no confidence, are unknown. Here 
simple and natui^al offers are made of objects^ 
equally simple, to refuse w^hich would excite 
real pain in the minds of those who ipake them, 
while the acceptance of their hospitable gifts is 
sure to fill them with gratitude, and at the same 
time you run no risk of being burthensome to 
your host, t" 

The Arabs are never instructed in the know- 
ledge of physick or philosophy. . There are per- 
sons, indeed, among them, who pretend to some 
skill in those sciences ; but what they know of 
them is acquired by experience, habit, or cus- 
tom, assisted by strength of memory and readi- 
ness of invention. They have adopted, how- 
ever, a regular course of pharmacy for diseases, 
and of surgery for wounds and sores. Th© 
former chiefly consists of vegetables, and tho, 

• Vide Travels in Upper and Lower Egypt. , ' 

f Sonnipi's Travels. ' " . , . 
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latter of outWatd applications. They have intro- 
duced inoculation for the smallpox, but in a ruder 
manner than what is practised in China. The 
zealous and iaithful Mussulmen, however, are 
greatly mimical to all kinds of inoculations for 
Uiat disease ; and they not only decry it as an 
impious method of tempting Divine Providence^ 
but recount a number of frigh'tful stories, in older 
to deter the people from the practice. ' 

All the Arabs in Africa, of whatever kind and 
description, are divided into tribes or families^ 
<:alled dow-war$. The chief's tent is always 
known by its situation, which is in the center of 
the dow-war*. The sheicks, or chiefs, are ge- 
nerally armed with short pikes or javelins, and 
are so expert in using those weapons, that though 
riding in full gallop, they seldom miss their 
mark, but will kill a man at fifty, or hit the mid« 
die of a plate at forty paces distance. They 
have also a cutlass and a quiver of arrows ; and 
as they themselves are veiy skilful in all kinds 
of military actions, so they are no less careful 
that those who are under them, and' their horses, 
be inured to the same exercise, insomuch that 
the i^lity and address of the one, and the doci- 
lity and fleetness of the other, in attacking or 
retiring from an enemy, are justly admired by 
all Europeans, who have been witnesses of their 
disciplme and -exploits. They make no use of 
fire-arms, as they know not the manner of using 
them on horseback, nor how to keep them in pro- 
per order: The Arabs generally make a fu- 

• M. Soimini informs «s, that the tent of Sheick Hiis* 
scin, whkh he visi'^ed, was distinguished from the rest 
by nothing but a large plame of black ostrich feathers^ 
placed on the summit. 

H2 
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rious onset; but when attacked, or in d&oger <»£' 
being overpowered, they suddenly disperse^ .tto 
avoid the as&ault of the enemy, aiid afterwiurAi& 
rallying, they return to the charge with .incred&* 
ble celerity. In those feigned retreats, they.d^ 
the greatest injury to enemies, who are u»ac^ 
quainted with their manner of fighting.. Tlie|r 
are so inured to matters of a military nature 
•from their infancy, that they consider war as 
their greatest happiness, and pursue it with, in- 
trepidity and bravery. They are persuaded 
that Providence ordained it for them, and there- 
fore never commence an attack without saying^. 
In a serious and reverent manner, that they do 
it in the name qf God, nor conclude a successful 
expedition without repeating the words, God be 
praUed' t ' 

Next to their warlike excursions, their princl^ 
pal and ^lost delightful occupation is hunting or 
racing, in both of which they are no less active 
and expert. Their marriages are nothing more 
than a bargmn between the father of the intended 
bride and her intended husband* They consist 
for the most part in an agreement, that the young 
jnan shall pay so many camels, horses, sheep, and 
cows, to the father of the woman* The purchase 
is no sooner concluded than the young man is al- 
lowed to visit his future bride in a separate tent, 
where, attired in the best and most costly apparel 
and ornaments she can afford, she is prepared*to 
receive him. This is a relick of the ancient man*- 
ner, in which the patriarchs married. .The bride 
is then conducted tp her husband on horseback, 
or on a camel, and accompanied with 4eud accla« 
mations and songs. 

When an Arab dies, the women who inhaWt 
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^at teiiit or hut alarm the whole dow-war, or 
district, . with their outcried and lamentations, 
imd are speedily joined in the same irightfal 
^chorus by all the other females. The men, 
however, even the nearest relations to the de- 
ceased, whatever inward grief they suffer, are 
im willing to express their feelings in any other 
mamier than by a grave and composed deport* 
ment* The corpse is carried to some neigh* 
bouring eminence, where it is deposited In a 
grave, and covered with earth. A mound of 
-stones is then raised over it, which serves for a 
monument, and for a defence against beasts of 
prey.- 

- Though ^he wandering Arabs are, for the 
most part, Mahometans, they have no mosques 
throughout this vast continent. The case, how* 
ever, is otherwise with those who inhabit towns 
^d villages, and are employed in trade or agri- 
culture, and who have every where their places 
pf worship. . 

, The caravans which are made use of by this 
latter descnption of Arabs, in caiTying on their 
traffick with the interior parts of AiHca, fre- 
quently perform a journey of seven hundred 
leagues in extent. They travel into the king- 
dom of Tombuctoo, and other • neighbouring 
nations, where they procure of the inhabitants 
gold, in exchange for trinkets, pieces of iron 
and brass, and other commodities of little value. 
In this journey tliey pass through a vast desert 
of sand of two hundred leagtles in length, in 
which water is scarcely to be found. But the 
most dreadful and imminent dangers to which 
the traveller hi this vast>desert is subject, are the 
sand winds. The following is the descnption 
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t)f one by Mr. Park, "which happened durlR||f 
his confinement in' the Great Desert. " Tiafe 
force of the wind was not in itself very great s ttk 
was what a seaman would have denominated a, 
^tiff breeze ; but the quantity of sand and dust cOT* 
ried before it was such as to darken the whol^ 
atmosphere. It -swept al(^g froAi east to w^esfc 
in a thick and constant stream, and the air vrsft 
at times so dark and full of sand, that it wa^ 
difficult to discern the neighbouring tents^*^ 
Sometimes, however, we ai*e assured, that thos^ 
tempests are so violent, that whole caravans havd 
been buried beyond all possible recovery .f 

The African horses are small, but well 
shaped, fleet, and beautifully coloured. Those 
of the Arabs, however, are by far the best, and 
most esteemed, not by the Afncans only, but by 
strangers of every country. They exceed aM 
other creatures, except the dant, in swiftness of 
foot. The camel is the most useful and neces* 
sary animal that Africa possesses. •*' Without' 
this beast, which nature formed to endure hun- 
ger, thii-st, and all the inconveniences attending 
heat and drought, vast plains of sand and 
stones, and and mountains rugged with rocks^ 
would have proved insurmountable barriers to 
man: with him numerous troops tread the 
moving sands, and exhibit a wonderful spectacle 
to the observer, who is astonished to behold men 
in places which appear formed to repel every 
thing that breathes ; with hifn circulate all the 

• Vide Park's Travels in the interior of Africa, p. 13K 
\ Somewhat similar to this appears Mr. Bruce's ac* 
count of the moving pillars of sand in the desertsof Ara- 
bia, whose tops reached the clouds, and whose motion 
exceeded that of the swiftest horse. ' '♦ 



d by Google 



AFRICAt SI 

Ucasores of the east ; with him the solitary tra« 
velkr fears not to enter the spacious void that 
separates one people from another.*" ' 

The dromedary is a smaller and more slender 
species of the camel. It is no less useful for its 
swiftness than the other for the burthens it car« 
ries, and is generally employed for expedition* 
For ten days together it will travel at the rate 
of forty leagues a day, with a small pittance of 
barley and water, t It has protuberances on its 
back, which form a natural saddle for the riden 
It can also endure hunger,, thirst, and great fa* 
tigue. Other domestick animals, such as bi^S) 
cows, asses, sheep, and goats, are also in great 
plenty and variety in Africa. 

At the head of the catalogue of the wild or 
.savage animals, which this country profiuces, 
we may jystly place the plephant, which is a 
peble and excellent beast, and equally celebirated 
Ibr its surprising qualities of sense, docility^ 
courage, and usefulness, as for its superior 
stren^ and size above all other quadrupeds. 
In every part of Africa, however, it is wild, fer 
rocious, and destructive; nor have any of the 
inhabitants of. this vast continent attempted to 
tame this animal, and to render it serviceable* 
)But whatever devastation the elephants make in 
the lands that W sown, and which seems to be 
done for the sake of sustenance, they never at- 

• Sonnlni's Travels in Upper and Lower Egypt. 

t " The most extraordinary journey of this kind/' 
tays M. Sonnini, " which I ever heard mentioned, was 
macie by a Bedouin, who was often pointed out to me at 
Cairo. He travelled from that ^ity to Mecca, a distance of 
m^re trah four hundred leagues, in five days ; for which 
&e caraviui of pilgrims employ? upwardi of thirty days. ^ 
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tack men or women, unless first assaulted or "ex* 
. asperated by abuse. 

The rhinoceros, which derives its uppellatiofi 
from the horn on its nose, is likewise a native of 
Africa ; and thoug^h this animal is inferior iri 
bulk to the elephant, it excels him in the beautj^ 
and comeliness of its shape and skin, the latter of 
which is surpnsingly variegated with speckles 
In tufts of black and grey# The back of thii 
animal appears to be adorned with a natural sad* 
die, and its sides and ribs extend, as if emboss* 
«d, down to its belly. The skin of its back is so 
hard, that a lance will scarcely penetrate it^ and 
its hide is so deeply iurrowed, as to appear arm- 
ed with scales. The nose resembles that of a 
t)oar, on the top of which grows the horn erect 
and perpendicular, and which is of a lighter or 
darker brown, according to the age of the ani- 
fftal. There is a manifest difference between Ihd 
rhinoceros of Africa and Asia ; that of the latter 
having but one horn on its nose, and the othe* 
having besides this a second on its forehead, and 
a thit5 on its back.* 

The next in rank and size is the garaffa^ 
called by thfe Arabs zarafa, and by Pliny and 
other ancients camelopard, from its beautiful 
spots, resembling the leopard. It is about the 
height of a camel, but much more slender and 
finely shaped. Its hind legs are considerably 
shorter than those before : a circumstance which 
gives the animal a grand and majestick appear* 

* Mr. Bruce tells us, that the Agageers, or hunters of 
the rhinoceros, assert they frequently meet with tho6< 
that have three horns, none of which are on %e l^k, 
J)ut all growing in a straight line, and nearly perpejodir 
cular to the oj y>on?/>, or nos6. 
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lUide I espedalLy as its neck rises in an alni9st 
upright ascent, and terminates io a small and 
beautiful head, similar to that of a dear or an<* 
telope. The skin of its breast is smooth, and 
sleek ; the hair a mixture of black and white | 
its tail^ long and slender, and its gait and pac« 
alow and gradual ^ excepting when frighted or 
pursued, when it becomes extremely fleet and 
nimble. These animals generally frequent woods 
and deserts^ avoid the habitations and sight of 
men, and never associate with other quadrupeds. 
One great inconvenience, however, attends their 
^rect Ihmt, and the gi^at length of their £ore* 
legs ; without much difiBcultj they cannot graze 
on the ground, but generally feed on the leaves 
and branches of trees* 

. The dante, or lante, is about the size of a buf* 
£doe, or wild bully but much slenderer in il^ 
shape, and more cq>able of moving with cele« 
rity. It is naturally wild, very shy, and being 
likewise swift of foot, it is difficult to catch of 
overtake It, except in thesummer season, when 
the burning sand parches and shrivels its hoofs 
to such a degree, that it is disabled from run- 
ning. At all other times those animals run with 
such incredible speed, that no other Creature is 
able to keep pace with them. It would extend 
beyond the limits of this rapid survey, to notice 
ail the animals existing on this vast continent } 
suffice it, therefore, to observe, with regard to 
the rest, that lions, tigers, leopards, panthers, 
wolves, foxes, builciloes, wild*boars, hyaenas, elks, 
stags, roebucks, and monkies, are to be found in 
great abundance and variety in many districts 
sf Africa, and some of them in each. 
The ostrich is certainly the most singular of 
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the winged tribe. This inhabitant of Ih^ 'drf 
and barren deserts of Africa seems to constt^ 
tiite the link of g^radation between the feathered 
and animal creation. The general opinioQ is^ 
that its food 'consists of whatever substance it 
happens to meet with, whether of iron, stones 
wood, bones, leather, or vegetables* This sin** 
gular and surprising circumstance has induced 
many naturalists to consider the account as fa-^ 
bulous and incrddible. Upon dissection,- kow-« 
ever, the stomach of the ostrich is found' to be 
So constructed, as to fawn an exception to the 
general principles of either birds or quadrupeds* 
The head of this bird is smaH in prqxHtion to 
the size of its body ) the bill is short and pointed 
the legs thick and stixHig, and the feet are cloven- 
and resemble those of a goat. They are gene- 
rally found in great numbers in the dry and bar<* 
ren deserts of Africa, but especially in tlie em* 
pires of Abyssinia, Monomotapa, Morocco, and 
Biledulgend. Mr. Adamson says, those at Se** 
negal were so large, strong, and swii^, that he 
has seen two boys ride upon one for severs^ 
miles, whose velocity was equal to the swiftness 
of the fleetest courser. The Arabs hunt os* 
inches, and consider it as a mark of great pi?DW« 
ess to l)e able to catch them ; this, however, is 
not to be eflt'Ctcd by means of speed, but by arti- 
fice. . The Arab, on horseback, pursues the os- 
trich, and prevents him from feeding, by keep** 
ing constantly in sight. Haying thus harassed* 
him for several days, the horsei^^ai? suddenly 
darts upon him at full gallop, ahd derives him 
Jigainst the wind, to prevent the blood from in^ 
juring the fine white of the plun>es, and, by dex* 
terously throwing a stick between his legs, die- 



d by Google 



sfaks him from ninnuig. It has been related^ 
that this bird deposits its eggs in the sand} where 
k leaves them to be hatched by the heat of the 
sun ; but that is an error, for though the femate 
neglects them during the day^ because the heat of 
the sand renders incubation at that time unne- 
cessary, yet during the night the male and femde 
ostrich perform that ofEce in rotation* 

Eagles, vultures, hawks, heitms, pelicans, and 
other carnivorous birds, abound in great num-* 
bers and variety in almost every part of Africa. 
The nisser werk, or golden eagle, is supposed by^ 
Mr. Bruce to be one of the latest birds tliat 
files. One which that celebrated traveller had 
the curiosity to measure, was from wing to wing 
eight feet four inches; from the tip of his tail to 
the point of his beak, four feet seven inches ; and 
he weighed twenty-t^o pounds. His middle 
claw was about .two and a half inches long ; and 
he had a bald head, and remarkably small eyes. 
The following curious account of the manner of 
shooting one of these noble birds, and of examin- 
ing it when dead, is related by Mr. Bruce ;— * 
" Upon the highest top of the mountain Lamal- 
roon, while my seivants were refreshing them- 
selves from that toilsome rugged ascent, and en- 
joying the pleasure of a most delightful climate, 
eating their dinner in the open air, with several 
large .dishes of boiled goat's iiesh before them, 
this enemy, as he turned out to be to them, ap- 
peared suddenly ; he did not shoot rapidly from 
a height, but came flying slowly along the 
ground, and sat down close to the meat, within 
the ring which the men had made round it. A 
great shout, or rather a cry of distress, brought 
me to the place. I saw the eagle stand for a mi- 
VoL. XIII. I 
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fiute, as if U> recdllect l)hirise)f> wMk the sgtvbs^ 
rem for their iances and shietds* I \valked lap -M 
ftear to hhn to I had time to do. ' His aCtantlQit 
was fully fixed upon the tmeat* I saw Mm fmi 
his foot into the pan, where was a Iferge piece ift 
water, prepared for boilittg; but fihditig: t^» 
smart he did hot expect, h^ withdrew it, tmA 
ijuitted the piece Which he held* There wev<5 
two large [»eces, a leg and a shoulder, lytri^ 
tipon a wooden platter : into these he thrust tiie 
talons of both feet, and carried them off; but fw 
still looked wistfully at the large pieces, which 
remained in the warm water; away he went, 
slowly as he came, with hh booty. The ■ ser- 
vants assured me he wotild return. Not msny 
minutes after, he did so, to the great terror of 
tny attendants. Having loaded a rifle gun with 
ball, I took my aim so exactly, that he feU de^, 
without giving a single fhitter* Upon tsd^ing 
hold of his monstrous carcase, I was surprised 
to find my hands tinged and coloured with a 
yellow powder, or dust. Examining the feathers 
tm his back, I found they produced a brown 
dust. This powder, or dust, by the help of a 
•glass of great magnifying power, I observed to 
be an infinite number of feathers, perfect^ form- 
ed, although altogether imperceptible tO' the 
naked eye." It need scarcely be intimated, 
that bii*ds which are domesticated, aS geese, tiir- 
kies, hens, ducks, pigeons, &c. are in consider- 
iable numbers throughout this country. 

In the early ages of Society men reasoned 
concerning the production of animal life, from 
the first obvious principle, without recurring to 
the first great cause of all things. From hence, 
it is probable, we may trace the religion of Zo- 
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loast^f^ which ascribed to the suOf the centre of 
oaodbo, the honours of the Oeitjr ; inasmuch as 
the sua appeared to be the chief cause of veger 
UdoB, aud the supporter of aoimal life* Buti 
however just aivd connect the optuioa pf the 
ttcients, in supposing that animated life was 
aouriahed and propagated by moisture and the 
■warmth of the sun ; yfty as it is evident^ that an 
pr^nal, intelligent, and plastick power; constir 
tuted the elements of life and motion) a seminal 
a^d vital principle would stiU be wanling in tht 
production and propagation of vegetablesy rep* 
tiles, or animals. 

Afiica abounds with a dreadful variety of 
aerpents and viperS) some of which are of a pro»- 
4l^ous length and size, and are so subtle and 
^^bgerous s^s to infest the roads, and even to 
climb trees in quest of their prey. The cerastes, 
a re^le which naturalists have mentioned in afl 
ages, not only on account of the malignancy. of 
tfa poison, but also of its m.edicinsd vivtues, 
claims our particular attention* It is from thir- 
teen to fourteen inches in length ; its head is 
triangular and flat, and in the upper jaw has 
two canine teeth, hollow and crooked inward, 
and of a remarkably fine polish. Under these 
teeth is contained the bag or reservoir of poison, 
which, considering the size of the reptile, is very 
cqnous, and appears like a dcop of laudanum. 
Immediately a&sr the cerastes has bitten any 
creature, the power of doing ferther injur)' is not 
destroyed, but lessened* 

Among the noxious animals which infest the 
^ntinent of Africa- besides those of the serpent 
kind, is a hideous insect^ resembling a reptile, 
mhxcli is called a scorpion^ whose sting is deem* 
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ed incurabie> and, in many parts, causes Imnie* 
dtate death. In order, however, to counteract 
the effects of the sting, they anoint the place with 
oiL in which a bruised scorpion has been steeped. 

The cameleon is a reptile veiy common in 
every part of Africa. It resembles the llzaixl, 
but carries a more erect head, which, excepting 
the horns, is not dissimilar to that of a ram. Its 
tail is about a span long, audits feet resemble 
those of a monkey. In the description of this 
animal, naturalists have greatly disagreed in 
opinion ; some asserting that it lived on air, and, 
according to Leo Africanus, gaped at the risiD|^ 
and setting of the sun.^ It is now, however, ge- 
nerally known, that the food of the cameleon 
consists of insects, that it takes by the assistance 
of the tongue^ which is a kind of small triioky 
about half an inch long, and hollow, joined to 
its throat by a strong membraneous substance. 
Dr. Russell has observed, that when the came- 
leon is removed to a place different in colour from 
where it was found, it gmdually assumes that 
of the ground whereon it is laid. When found 
on the grass it is green ; if perched on a branch 
or the trunk of a tree, its colour partakes of that 
of the bark ; if put in a box lined with black or 
white, it will assume the tinge of the one, or of 
the other. The eyes are round and piercing, 
though without eye-lids ; and it not only moves 
them backward and forward, upward and down-i 
ward ; but one forward, the other backwatti ; or 
one downwards, the other upwards. ^ 

But, perhaps, the locust is a more dreadful 
and deitiniclive' insect than any of the African 
reptiles. This, however, is not owing to the 
power it possc&ses as an individual, but to its 
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pi-oJificl^^nature of propagation ; by which means 
they issue foith in 6uch swarm«, that thtj de- 
vastate a whole country and make it a desolate 
ffildeniess *. 
» Afnca being neariy surrounded by the aea^ 
ftid abounding with numbers of lakes and rivers, 
Afibrds great plenty and variety of salt and freah 
"waler fiah. Of the former, tlie shai'k is the most 
remarkable that frequents tlie African and Ame» 
rican coasts. This voracious fish is twenty^fiTc 
feet in length ; its mouth is £U*med with a treble 
jx>w of teeth, which are extremely sharp ; and the 
Biuscles of its jaws are so strong} that it has been 
known to bite a man asunder at onoe. 

The manatusy so called on account of its hav- 
ing the appearance of possessing two hands, with 
whfch it carries its young close to its breast, is 
found in great plenty on the coast of Africa. It 
is of an extraordinary sioe, and fi^uently weighs 
more than fourteen hundred pounds ; its length 
is eighteen, and its diameter four or Bvt keU ItM 

♦ Proceeding to tjie northward, a curious but truly de- 
plorable spectacle pretented hself. It was a troop of locusts 
resting upon the ground. The j covered a space of about 
one square mile in extent so completely, that the surface 
appeared to the eye, at a little disunce, to have been bunit 
and strewed over with brown ashes. Not a shrub nUr blade 
of grass was visible. The waggons passed directly thro' 
them, before which they rose up in a cloud that darkened 
itie air on each side. Desirous of seeing the whole troop 
on the wing, the Hottentots ran amongst them, and th« 
horses were made to gallop through them, but without 
success ; none but such as were immediately under the 
feet of the men and horses rose up. The peasantry affirm 
that they are not to be driven away, unless the stg;Vial for 
departure should be given from their commander in chiefs 
one of whteh is supposed to accompany eveiy troqp.-^ 
Bamno's Travel* in Southern AJrica> 
I 2 
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ey^s are small and dim, and its sight ts weedc, ^ 
defect which is amply compensated by the exqui* 
siteness of smell and hearing. The least an<i 
most distant noise, whether at sea or land, will 
greatly alarm and terrify it. The Africans aiip < 
very expert in catching this animal, which has 
an exquisite taste, and -superior to the Mediter»* 
ranean sturgeon ; especially fixwn the middle a£ 
the ribs to th^ belly ; but its most delicious part 
is the udder. 

There ai'e several pearl fisheries both (mi the 
eastern and western coasts, the most consider- 
able and valuable of which are near some snnall 
islands, opposite the kingdom Sofola#* The 
people, however, who are empk>yed m this oc- 
cupation, instead of exposing the sheM to the 
warmth of the sun, which would induce them to 
open, lay them on embers, by which absui^ and 
imprudent method, they contract a dull kind of 
redness, which deprives them of their natural 
lustre and value. The oyster is generally be- 
lieved to be the species of fish in which this va- 
luable matter is found ; but Mr. Bruce, after 
much search and inquiry, was perfectly satisfied, 
that in the Red Sea, where pearls are found, are 
no oysters. By means of the information, how- 
ever, which that ingenious traveller received 
from the natives of those parts, and from the 
number of pearls which he procured, he was fulljr 
convinced that they are only to be found in the 
muscle, the pinna, and one resembling the oyster, 
which ai*e shells that are bivalves. 

• Mr. Bi'iice and some others are of opinion, that Sofo* 
la was the Ophir of the ancient*, whither Solomon sent 
for gold and silver, with which to dccoi-atc the temple of 
Jerusalem. 
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.. Both the eastern and western coasts of this 
vast continent abound with ambergris, which, 
ferms a considerable branch of commerce with 
the Europeans and other nations. The natives 
• of Sofola and Mosambico at first despised it^ and 
considered it as the excrescence of whales cast 
on their coasts by the winds and waves ; but no 
sooner were they acquainted with its real value, 
than they endeavoured to convert it to the great- 
est advantage* The most precious and valuable 
is that which is of an ashen or grey colour* 

But the most valuable commodity, with which 
this part of the woiid abounds, is gold dust« 
which in most places lies within five or six feet 
of the surface of the earth, and may be procur- 
ed without that imm^ise labour and danger, 
which necessarily attend operations for that pre- 
cious metal in the mines of India and America* 
After the African coast ' was discovered, the 
Portuguese, Dutch, and other Europeans, ex- 
hibited such marks of eagerness and cupidity in 
quest of gold, and employed such a variety .of 
indirect, base, and violent means, to procure and 
extoit it from the simple and unsuspecting na- 
tives, that they spread an universal alarm and 
jealousy amr>ng them. And many of the Afri- 
cans, ever since that time, have considered all 
Europeans as equally combined in depriving 
them x>f their just and unalienable right to a 
treasure, which, of itself, is sufficient to procure 
them all that is valuable, curious, or useful, in 
every part of the world : nor need we wonder at 
this prejudice, when we recollect the conquests 
arid extensive settlements which foreigners have 
made on the eastern and western coasts, or the 
violent and tyrannical measures by which they 
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have always endeavoured to maintain those ac- 
qulsitfoRs. 

The canthtent of Africa is iatersected by a 
great variety of considerable mouotains* The 
Greater said Lesser Atlas were well known and i 
celebrated by the ancients: thfe former extends 
more than a thousand leagties ^m east to west, 
from the coast of Mazrato the Atlantick ocean, to 
which it gives name ; the latter stretches along 
the shores of the Mediterranean, from the streigbts 
of Gibraltar to the city of Bona, on the same 
coast. Those most remarkable for their height 
are the mountains of the Moon, between Abys-^ 
sinia and Ethiopia ; the Sierra Leona, between 
Guinea and Negroland ; the mountains of Crys- 
tal, near the celebrated lake of Zaflan ; and Table 
mountain, at the Cape of Good Mope, so denomi- 
nated from its square figure. 

The principal rivers are the Senegal and 
Gambia, supposed, before the discoveries of Mr* 
Paric, to have been brandies of the Niger, and 
which empty themselves into the Atlantick ocean ; 
the Niger, till recently, believed to run west, 
and to divide itself into the Senegal and Gam- 
bia, as just mentioned, but ascertained by Mr. 
Park to be a separate and distinct river, and to 
run east, and conjectured by perhaps the first 
geographer of the present age*, to fall into a 
lake or inland seat ; the Nile, of whioh. the 
source was wholly unknown till one at least was 

* Major Rennel. 

f We hope that Mr. Hornemann, who is now ti;^ve1- 
liiig in the interior of this continent, at the expense of 
the African Association, will be able to ascertain, among 
othir vaUiable discoveries, how far this' conjectural 
o{)inion of Major Rennel is just und correct. 
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<Uscovered by. Mr. Bruce in Abyssinia, though 
Mr. Rennel, on the authority of Ptolemy« is of 
opinion, that a branch of this celebrated nver 
hath its rise near the mountains of the Moon. 

As the great rivers of Africa chiefly pervade 
low and level countries, though occasionally in-* 
terrapted by cataracts in hilly districts, abound- 
ing in barren deserts, they are favourable to inland 
navigation, were the genius of the people turned 
for commerce. Africa is not populous in pr^ 
portion to its extent. In the Great Desert, which 
extends from west to east, behind Mount Atlas, 
and parallel to Barbary, and also in smaller de- 
serts in the northern part of this continent, there 
occurs a phenomenon peculiar to the country. 
This is the oases^ or isolated fertile spots, which 
are interspersed through the sandy waste, like 
islands in the ocean, are covered with beautiful 
and refreshing verdure, and abound with water, 
so much wanted in such arid tracts. This mo- 
saick was compared by the smcients to a leopard's 
skin. 

Afler this geographical account of the conti- 
nent of Africa, we subjoin a sketch of its history ; 
and in connecting its modem with its ancient 
histbry, we shall observe, that Genserick, a war- 
Uke prince of the Vandals, had no sooner suc- 
ceeded his brother Gunderick in the king- 
dom of GaUicia, than he was invited into ^rj^* 
Africa by the rebellious Bonifado. At- 
tracted by the advantageous offers of the count, 
but more perhaps by his own ambitious designs, 
he readily acceded to the proposal ; and having 
provided himself with a sufficient number of 
transports for conveying his troops over the 
Streights of Gibraltar, he landed an army of 
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tvreRty-fottf ^ouaimd mien on the coa^ of Bar* 
bsury. In the mean ttine fionifsiciO) whom ne- 
cessity itfMl self-preservation had impeUed to 
this. me«Aure^ having been re-admitted into the 
&vour of the imperial courtf was much grieved 
at the arrival of the Vandals, and endeavoured 
by the most splen^ smd gratifying promiacs to 
prevail with Genserick to return with his troopa 
into Spain. These proposals, howeveri were re-f 
ceived by the Vamkl chieftain with the utmost 
contempt and disdain ; and. Boniiaeio had lh« 
mortificfttioa to di9cem5 that Genseiick was reso** 
kibely bent to settle in Africa* and to lay the 
foundation of a new kingdom^ from whence he 
taight transport his victorious troops into the 
beart of Italy. 

How long it was sB^er Gensevick's kndtngL^Mi 
the coast of Africa, that bis ra^e aod resentment 
wei^e excited a^;atiist the orthodox clergy, authors 
are not agreed ; but probablyi not till he had 
c<>mpelled the Romans to cede and gua» 
^^' rantee to him all his conquests by treaty* 
' The Ariau her^y, which he introduced, 
and propagt^ted with a furious and fimatteal 
i^al, involved the whole country in all the miae^ 
ries of a religious war. The orthodox clergy 
w^re the gr^test objects of his cruelty, not 
only on account of the vigorous defi»)ce they 
made against him^ as an invader, a barbarian, a 
heretickf and apo^tatCi but because of ^eir success 
in converting the Moors from paganism and ido* 
latry* Many of the cl^^ were condemned t^ 
an exile more dreadful than death, and aggra* 
vated with every ciroamstance of horror and 
cruelty. The places ap[)ointed for their banish^ 
mentt. and for the scenes of their sufferings wer« 
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acttne of the most barren and dreary Asserts in 
fiarbary. 

Id the midst of the^e persecutions, an occur* 
lence happened, which suspended the execution 
of GenscTick's cruel designs, during the remainder 
of his reign. Zeno, who was now raised to the 
mperiid throne, had been compelled to conclude 
a peace with Genserick^and to renounce ail claim 
to his African conquests j but knowing that the 
Vandal monarch had entered kito an alliance 
widi the warlike Odoacer, he thought proper, by 
way of precaution, to send an embassy to con- 
firm the peace. Genserick being iiow advanced 
in years, and desirous of leaving his son and 
successor Hunerick in quiet and peaceable pos- 
session of his recently established kingdom, 
gladly embraced that opportunity of renewing 
and confirming his former treaties with Zeno« 
And the prudent and politick Severusy who had 
been appointed ambassador, on this occasion, by 
-the imperial court, removed the aversion of Gen-* 
scrick to the orthodox Christians, and procured 
die release of many Romans who had been 
kept prisoners in Africa. Genserick, however, 
did not long observe the peace which he had 
concluded with the emperor ; but being repulsed 
in his attempts, he was extremely mortified 
and enraged at his defeat, and retired to ^-^^ 
Carthage, where he died soon after. — 
This monarch is represented as a prince impe* 
netral)le in his views, immeasurable in am- 
bition, and inhuman to all who opposed either. 
Nor was he less intrepid and immoveable, than 
successful, in his designs : and in proof of this 
assertion, we need only appeal to the victories 
and conquests wMch hfe gained over the Romans^ 
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and to the singular disregard and contempt, wUh 
which he treated the menaces ai^ complaints c^ 
the emperor Leo. ^ **^ 

He was succeeded by his eldest son Hunerickf 
who not only inherited his father's ferocity and 
hatred towards the orthodox Christians, but ex- 
ceeded him in both ; and during his short reign, 
df less than eight years, exercised greater cruel- 
ties against the Afncan church than his father had 
displayed in his despotism of sixty* 

Though Hunerick left a son, whom he had by 

the princess Eudocia, Gutamund, the gnmdson 

A D. of Genserick, in conformity to the will of 

496.' his grandfather, succeeded him in the 
kingdom. In the commencement of his 
reign, this prince treated the catholicks with great 
cruehy ; but when he had obtained quiet pos- 
session of the crown, he became affected with a 
sense of tke many and dreadful calamities* which 
his uncle's furious and untimely zeal had brought 
upon them, and was, therefore, resolved effectu- 
ally to terminate the still raging persecution. — 
He recalled those pious sufferers who had out- 
lived the miseries and. fatigues of their exile, and 
restored them to their churches and flocks, and 
to the free and unrestrained exercise of their 
religious functions. In the midst, however, of 
these pious actions, died Gutamund, in tlie twelfth 
year of his reign. 

His Ijrother Trasanumd, a prince of opposite 
principles and temper, succeeded him in the 
kingdom. The persecution against the orthodox 
was renewed with great fury ; and an incredible 
number of the secular clergy were expelled the 
kingdom. One hundred and twenty bishops 
were also banished into the island of Sardinia, 
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who must unavoidably have perished through 
want and misery, had not Symmachus, who then 
filled St. Peter's chair, taken them under his care 
and protection, and, by the publick and charitable 
contributions of Christians, added to his own 
private assistance, secured to them a comfortable 
maintenance Xti their exile. Thrasamund em- 
braced every opportunity of enlarging his do- 
minions, and reducing many of the Moorish 
princes under his subjection ; and the rest were 
either tributary to him or firmly attached to his 
interest. Civil and intestine wars divided and 
weakened the strength of the Ostrogoths and 
Visigoths of Spain and Italy ; and there was 
no enemy, at that time, capable of opposing and 
defeating his designs. After a reign of twenty- 
six years, Thrasamund died at Carthage, the 
royal residence of his predecessors, in the quiet 
and peaceable possession of his kingdom. 

Hilderick, the grandson of Genserick, from 
whom an oath had been extorted by the late 
king, that he should make no alterations in the 
religion and government which he had j^ jy 
established, succeeded Thrasamund on 4^4. * 
the throne. But, notwithstanding the 
sanctity and obligations of this oath, he had ne 
sooner received the reins of government, than he 
disannulled and repealed all the acts and edicts of 
kis predecessors in favour of Arianism and sul>- 
versive of orthodoxy, recalled all those wlio had 
been banished by Thrasamund, and restored to 
them their churches, their functions, and former 
privileges. These measures of Hilderick excited 
the surprise and indignation of the Arians, who 
soon after appeared in open rebellion, at the 
head of which was Gilimer, one of the princes 

Vol. XIII. K 
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of the blood. The contest was terminaled byt 
decisive and bloody bahle, iii which the impW* 
dent and unfortunate HUderick was defeated, 
taken prisoner, and deprived at oiice of his liberty 
and his ct^wn. ' .r 

Immediately after this victory, Gilimer seized 
the vacant throne, and was' crowned king of 
Africa. Hilderick and his &mily were kept in 
close confinement ; and their friends and parti- 
sans were treated with the greatest tracfty. 
The triutnph of Gilimer, however, was shore 
and fleeting. The emperor ' Jilstinian, notwith- 
i^tanding the other wars in which he was then 
engaged, was prevailed ort to send ai numerous 
and powerful fleet and army against the usurper, 
tinder the conduct of the celebrated Belisarhis. 
Gilimer also equipped a squadron of ships, by 
means of which he obtained possession of the citjr 
of Tripoli and the island of Sardinia; and no 
sooner was he informed of the preparations and 
approach of Belisarius^ than the unhappy Hil- 
derick, with his whole family and nearest rela- 
tions, was cruelly put to death. 

The management of the war was committed 
by Gilimer to his two brothers, Gundimer and 
Gelamund, who, at the head of a numerous and 
po>verful body of troops, att^ked the Roman 
legicins ; but after an obstinate and bloody con- 
flict on both sides, they were defeated and slain, 
and their army was totally routed. Gilimer, 
rendered desperate by this disaster, sallied forth 
at the head of a corps of reserve, witii full pur- 
pose of renewing the attack with the utmost 
rigour and fury ; but happening to distinguish 
the dead body of his brother on the field of 
battle, he gave himself up to the vain lamenta- 
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(tans c£ his onhappy fate. Belisariu^ embracing 
Ihis opportunity of rallying; his soldiersy whom 
the sight of Gilirner's troops of reserre had alann;- 
^cl and terrified, led them back to the charge^ 
gind gained a complete victory ; artd Gilimer wa^ 
«x>n. after compelled to surrender hiniself to 
the. Roiiiao general. 

Inuhedlately after this signal victory^ Belisa^: 
pus marched his troops to Carthage, which he 
gatered in triumph and without opposition^;; 
5113 proceeding to the royal palace, took poU 
i^sion of the throne of Gilimer, and of his im? 
jxieiise wealth and treasure,, restored the pturche^ 
to the. orthodox Christians, and compelled the 
"X^andals to swear allegiance to the Roman em- 
peror,. Gilimer paving by some means recovered! 
lis liberty^, recalled his brother, Tzasbn from.th^ 
patdlni^n poi^quests to his assistance, and it was 
jRiutiially. r^^olf'ed by them, to make another dcsT 
lieraie attempt foi\ regaining their ^ingciom, by 
attacking the pewly fortifija raetix)pblis. _ . 
^ Belisarius hfAn^^ appri^ea gf the intention^ 
of the enemy, considered it as more .prudent an4 
5iip€dieot tpieaiputjiis forces than tp trust to 
the fortifications of ,^e city, or the fidelity of thei 
citizens ; and Having aiuiiiated his, troops by au 
cpeijge^ick and . fiM)rQpviate speech, marched at 
jjbeir head against the Vandalick army. Gilimer 
*gind hi% btx>ther, also iised ^yery means in their 
po,w<er to inspire their soldiers with courage and 
jjoy^lty, , pn this trying and important occa^ 
Son. The right and left wingjs of the Vandalick 
}Lrmf were composed of Moors,, commanded by 
ihtir own chieftains; the centre consisted of 
Vandals, whom Gilimer had fprbiddeh to use 
aiiy other weapon thaii their swords; ^d his 
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brpther, vrith his own troops, was in the rear* 
The onset was furious and dreadful on both sides. 
Belisanus dispatched one of his bravest captains^ 
with a numerous and powerful body of soldiers, 
across a nameless river, which divided the two 
armies ; this officer was twice repulsed by the 
enemy, and compelled to retreat ; but return- 
ing to the attack the third time, with the pretoriaii 
standard, and a greater number of men, a dread- 
ful carnage of the enemy ensued : Tzason, witft 
eight hundred of his best troops, was slain in the 
battle, and the rest of the Vandalick army betook 
themselves to flight. The Romans having lost 
only fifty men, Belisarius marched his forced 
to the enemy's camp, and Gilimer, in the utmost 
consternation and dismay, mounted his horsey 
and, attended only by a few soldiers, took the 
road towards Numidia, The disgraceful flight 
of their leader occasioned such a panick and 
confusion among the troops, that they abandoned 
their camp to the Romans,, who seized all the 
wealth and riches it contained, put the men to 
death, and reduced the women to slavery. This 
defeat entirely subverted and destroyed the Van- 
dal power in Africa, and the Romans found them- 
selves once more possessed of that rich and de- 
sirable country. 

Belisarius pursued the fugitive. king, who had 
sought refuge among the Moorsj on the Pappuan 
mountaiji, where he was besieged by one of the 
Roman officers ; and being destitute of the ne- 
cessaries of life, and in the utmost distress, was 
finally constrained to surrender himself a' pri- 
soner. When the unhappy Gilimer, arrayed in 
royal robes, was introduced to Justinian at Con- 
stantinople^ he was bound with chains of ^oldf 
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t^e tears floweii from, his eyes, and bis bbsom 
IjeaFcd. w^th. uoutterable, yf^»^ His voice was 
izfterrupted by ^rbi^hs .an4 .^ighsj^ and be could 
qaly pronounce in broken and irregular accents^ 
Vip^ff of-ilffpttieay ail it vanity ! Haviag at length 
xecoverea himself, he begged in a piMntjve.and 
submissivemaoner, ^^hat the emperor woujd ^>are 
his lile. This yas readily granted, and an ample 
^tate also, given hirp for his subsistence ; but he 
did not long enjoy the beneficence of Jjas;- ^^ 1^^ 
tinian ; as he died of grief, in the fifth y<;ar 534.' 
Qf his unhappy reign, and the first after 

his captivit)^. , 

, Thus was Afpica ag^iii reduced to the obedi- 
ence of the Gt^eek ^mpeiprs, who appointed 
generals or prsfects, to retain it in subjection^ 
Xhe Vahdals and Moors, however, w^re not so 
entirely destroyed or subjugated, but. they were 
iready to unite their forces against the Greeks, 
whenever a favourable opppit unity of tucceed^- 
ing should present itself. These discontents and 
designs probably encouraged the plupdeiing 
Arabs and Saracens, who h^d already invaded 
and conquered Syria, Palestine, and Egypt, to 
can^y their arras into the countries of the west* 
Certain it is, that the conquest of Africa, ^ ^^ 
from the Nile to the Atlantick.ocean, was 547/ 
first attenipted by the caliph Othman* . 
The prsefect Gregory being defeated and slain in 
battle, that fruitful country became the possession 
of the Arabs or Saracens, whose conquests, oit 
that continent, were extended far beyond the li- 
mits which bounded the Roman empire. 

This irruption of the Arabs produced a consi* 
derable change in the African governments, and 
especially among those who had not bet»n reduced 
K2 



d by Google 



103 AFRICA. 

under the power of the Romans and Vandals, 
who knew no subjection to any common sove- 
reign, and could ill endure the tyranny and au- 
thority of the Arabian sheicks* " The prudence 
of A^bah had proposed to found an Arabian 
colony in the heart of Africa; a citadel that 
might curb the levity of the barbarians, a place 
of refuge to secure, against the accidents of war, 
the wealth and the families of the Saracens. With 
this >iew, and under the modest title of the sta- 
tion of a caravan, he planted the colony called 
Cairoan ♦." 

Obeid-ullah, the founder of the Fatemite dy- 
nasty, made Cairoan the place of his residence, 
and the capital of his dominions, whilst he laid 
the foundations of a greater and more opulent 
city in its neighbourhood, which he denominat- 
ed Mehedie, from a surname which he had as- 
^mcd to himself. He died in the twenty-fourth 
year of his rergn, the sixty-third of his age, and 
in the three hundred and twenty-second of the 
Hegira. 

Obeid-ullah was succeeded by his son Abu-'l- 
Cassim, of whom nothing more is recorded wor- 
thy of notice, than that a strong and powerful 
fection having been raised against him, he was 
uiider the necessity of fortifying himself in the 
castle of Mehedie. The insurgents, howetrer, 
reduced Cairoan, Tunis, and several other for- 
tresses, and having defeated a considerable body 
of troops, which the caliph had raised and sent 
to impede their progress, they marched directly 
to the castle, in which Abu-'l-Cassim was in- 
trenched, whom they closely besieged for seven 

• Gibbon. 
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months. The caliph was reduced to such dis- 
tress, through want of provisious, that he would 
soon have been compelled to surrender to the 
besiegers, had not d^ath terminated his ^ jy. 
anxiety and his reign. He was succeeded 945, * 
by his martial son Ishmael, Who assumed 
to himself the title or surname of AI Mansiir, and 
soon after his accession to the throne, revenged 
the affront offered to his father by his disaffected 
and rebellious subjects. 

Al Mans&r for several months concealed his 
Other's death, whilst, in the mean time, he made 
proper and necessary preparations for attacking 
the insurgents with a force sufficient for insuring 
success, and thereby at once terminating the re- 
volt. He obliged the rebels to raise the siege o^ 
Mehedie, which he entered in triumph ; and hav- 
ing obtained two signal victories, he compelled 
them to retire into the strong fortress of Cutama, 
where he closely besieged them. Yezid, who 
was at the head of the revolt, defended the place 
a long time with great vigour and bravery, but 
perceiving his efforts in vain, and that the garri- 
son would be obliged to capitulate, he privately 
withdrew from the fortress. Al Mans(lr finding 
• the principal victim of his resentment escaped, 
immediately dispatched a number of forces in 
pursuit of him, whom they took after a vigorous 
and desperate resistance, in which he receive^} 
several wounds that occasioned his death a few 
■ days after. With an useless refinement of cruel- 
ty, Al MansOir caused the body of Yezid j^ ^ 
to be flayed, and his skin to be stuffed 952. * 
and exposed to the publick view ; and hav- 
ing entered his capital in triumph a second time, 
he commanded that Yezid's death, and the total 
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^ppr^sslpn ^f the rebelljoni shoql4 Jbe proclali^ 
^d. , throughout his (Jomii?idr).5. . Extolled ft>r IpK^ 
courage and eloquence* Al MansOr died ip Me;? 
tiedie, in the three jtiqndred and fortj^-first ye^j 
of the I|egira, . after a short reign of seven years 
and sixteen dayi. 

Abu Zammicn IVtoadi his spn^ whp. assume^ 
tfie title and surname ot A) ,Mockz, syccie^de^ 
Al Mansur. The conquest of Egypt, whicli he 
l^ad always in view after the comnicncemeht of 
hiSj reign, though all hi3 predeciessors had failed 
m the. enterprif js, he did i\ot, ^gin, to execute till 
^he. tjiree hundred and fifty-eighth yeaj;,^of the 
IJegirgi, when he conomitted the inanageiiient of 
the. .expedition tp his faithful and experienced g?- 
peral Jaafar. .This undertaking did npl diveit 
Ai Moezs^ from an attention t^.his othei* con- 
fiijests ; and he, was at Tripoli, when he received 
Ijie. agreeable, and, perhaps^ unexpected informa^ 
iipn, that his general had made himself mastef 
pf Alessandria. He immecjiately embarked fop 
that city, and conimjtted t.he government of his 
Other dominions in Africa to tl e care and supcr- 
ihtendance of an approved and favourile officer^ 
He landed at AlvJ^andria, amidst the loud and 
repe^tedacclamationsof the people^ and founded 
i new Egyptian dynasty, which was to terminate 
and supercede that of Cairoan, after it had con- 
tinued sixty-five years. . 

Civilized ^ivica afterwards became subject t<} 
the Arabs, the offspring of tljose plunderers who 
had formerly sulidued the greater part of that 
^ ^ continent, but upon the decline of the 
1051.' Arabick power, three of the tribes of. Afii- 
cans* which had accompanied the Aral>s 
ih tlieir conquest of that country, seized tie reins 
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o! goTeiDtnent) and established themselves in 
Bifedulgerid) Lybia, and Barbary. After the 
caliphs had transferred their power and title to 
^gyP^> ^c g^ory and unity of the empire gra- 
dually and entirely vanished* From Egypt to 
the Straits of Gibraltar, the country, harassed by 
intestine v^ar among the petty and independent 
princes who occupied it, and by the destructive 
attacks of the Spaniards and other European 
powers, has at length become the domain and the 
retreat of a horde of pirates and robbers, which 
political jealousy prevents from being extirpated* 



CHAP.n. 

0/ the Jfricm lalanda* 

WE shall now ^ive a brief history of the inf 
sular appendages of the African continent^ 
some of which are supposed to have been thi 
happy islands of antiquity, though for many ages 
tiieir situation was unknown to the rest of the 
world. The same barbarism, which extended 
itself over the continent, spread its baneful effects 
on every side, and brooding incumbent on the 
rtlicks and powers of genius, enervated the arm 
of industry, furled the sail of commerce, and left 
the nations destitute and ignorant of the arts and 
of each other. 

Babelmandej,. . Commencing our narrative 
with the islands in the Indian Ocean, we begin 
with Babelmandel, which gives name to the 
straits at the entrance of tlie Red Sea, and is 
situated in 13 degrees of north latitude, and in 
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43 degrees 33 minutes^ of east longitude. fV:piii 
t})e. Arabian and Abyssinisin coas|:3« The Ethio^ 
pians. and , Arabians formerly carried on ,incesr 
pant ware for, the possession pf this their impqr; 
^nt jslaixdi .^^^ch. , commands the passage into 
|he . Sovith Seaj, a^d preserves a. communication 
jyiih, the , pceaii :. but (the iTurks bi^iHg. now inasr 
ter? of i^ioth, coa^tsj and the commodities of India 
|>ein^ no^ l9"5^r,, carried through* that passage. 
}t is nearly^ deiertgdi Tlj^ .circunjference o^ 
this islapiij is not more than five miles i and it 
produces heitHer fruits, graihi ndr Kerbagel 

B A R B A R A r Oppo|j ti^ -i9. ibi?. Wngdom of Adel 
is the Island Barbara, the inhabitants of which 
are negroes, who arp industpous in tmde, and 
employ themselves' in the breeding of cattle^ Tor 
which the soU affords excellent pasturage. In 
general, all the uihabitants of the islands and 
c^^asts of .thci.R^d^.Sea, ..carry; , on a cQi^i^jkjp- 
able commerce . w^tiv the natives of Ara6ip» 
but th^ rich tradi^ in drug^, , precious stories, .^k^r 
|>ergrij3, ah^, , inu^J^, has been greatly i^iipinis^^ 
since the. lj)utch , ^stal?lished, so .powerful a coin- 
hiercial en\j)ire in the,Eastl!\die,s» .^^ . ;. 
^j.ZocoTiiAi The isl<ind of Z6(;ptra, . or. . Spj 

SOtra, is situated iii the Jlgisterri Oqeah, in 5^ 
egrees .12 minutes, of .north latitt^de ; thirty 
Jeagues tVom.C-^pe puarda-fiii; and. is atx)iit 
eighty iniles irijljBngtJi, and fifty-four in bre^Ldthj 
Though the climate is excessively hot, the islsina 
is popuUfusj and the soil yields most of the fruits 
pnd plants comraQn to tropical situations, with 
considerable quantities of frankincense^ giin^ 
tragacaiith, dates, ricei .and rcmarkabljr fine 
aloes ; wl^ich articles ar^ principally . exported 
to Goa^ aiid btlier parts of the lElast IndSes. 
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71ie idand likewise abounds with cattle; and 
Aere arie two good harbours, in which ships 
Umajr ride with the greatest safety. The in- 
habitants oh the coast are negroes of large sta- 
Ctire, with disagreeable aspects and woolly hair : 
but those whb live in the mteHor parts of the 
Island^ and probably the abbrigines, are much 
more handsome^ and their features nearly re- 
semble those of fiUrc^sqins. The Island, how- 
ever, is in subjection to thfe Arabs, who occupy 
the best and most fruitful Situations* The dress 
oT" these islanders consists of a stuff made of 
goat's hair, formed into long gowns, which are 
listened h>und the" waist with a sash : they have 
aff ^ a sort of long cloaks, which are thrown 
dcross the shoulders, and wrapped round the 
whole body* They subsist on the flesh and 
ihllk of their cattle, with dates, rice, and herbs. 
•the Zocotranii are in general pagans, and wor- 
ship the sun and moon; but the Arabs, who 
afre the governing body, are Mahometans. 
Though inhabiting an island, and trading with 
the continent, they are extremely ignorant of 
navigation, and have no other vessels than flat- 
bottomed boats, with which, however, they are 
«(ble to keep the sea, even in great storms. Ca- 
lansia, which is the only city in the island, is 
the residence of a prince, who is said to b^ tribu- 
tary to the Ottoman Porte ; but since Euro- 
t>eans have ceased to touch at Zocotra, we have 
had little information of the civil or political dus- 
toms of the inhabitants. 

St. Mart. The island of St. Mary is situ- 
ated between the sixteenth and seventeenth de- 
grees of north latitude, opposite to the mouth 
of the river Mananghara, and about two leagues 
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distant from the shore. It is about eighte<A 
leagues from north to south, and three fvc&t 
cast to west. On every part of the coast azisb 
found large quantities of white coral, and k- 
ereat variety of shells of the most beautt^a 
forms and colours. The whole island is m^, 
vided by rivers, brooks, and running spring^' 
which give fertility to thp^j^pMr and add to t& 
beauty of the scenery. Iii' every part are plao-' 
tations of rice, millet, yams, fmit and vegeta- 
bles, of which two crops are annually pn>». 
duced. The sugar-cane grows spontaneously j 
and the tobacco plant is equal to that of Ame- 
rica. These islanders employ themselves in 
the cultivation of rice, yams, pease, and beans, 
which form their principal subsistence. 

Bourbon. The isle of Bourbon, which is 
situated in 21 degrees of south latitude, and 
$4 of east longitude from London, and about 
eighty leagues to the eastward of Madagascar^ 
is of an oval form, and ninety miles in circum- 
ference. This island is beautifully diversified 
with hills and vallies, forests and pasturage*' 
and refreshed with a number of delightful 
springs and rivulets. Though the climate is 
intensely hot, it is esteemed salubrious, and 
the air is cooled by the breezes which blow 
every morning and evening. Bourbon abounds 
in fruit, herbs, and cattle; it produces excel- 
lent tobacco; and a great variety of plants, 
roots, and spices, grow spontaneously. Many 
of the trees yield odoriferous gums ; while the 
rivers are well slocked with fish, the coast with 
land and sea turtles, and every part of tlie 
island with neat cattle, hogs, goats, and various 
beautiful birds. Ambergris, coral, and the 
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fttDst tuHotis sbellsy are found on the sea shore* 
On the north and south sides are many good 
roads for ships ; but there is scarcely a harbour 
in which vessels can ride secure against those 
dreadful hurricanes, which frequently happen 
during the monsoons. Indeed, the coast is 
envinmed With blind rocks, which render navi-' 
gation at all seasons dangerous ; and on the 
southern extremity is a volcano, which conti« 
nually emits flame, smoke, and sulphur, ac* 
companied with a hideous and tremendous noise* 
This island was discovered by the Portuguese 
ill 1 545, who stocked it with hogs and goats, and 
then deserted it. In 1613 an English com- 
mander, nan^ed Castleton, having landed on it, 
i^as charmed with its beauty and fertility, and 
bestowed upon it the appellation of the English 
Pbrest. Our East India Company, however, 
having never colonized this island j the French 
tbok possession of it in 1654, and named it the 
Isle of Bourbon ; but a few people of that na- 
tion, with several negroes, were all that were 
teft upon it ; who having resided there upwards 
of two years were brought aWay by an English 
vessel, together with a large cargo of tobacco, 
atnbergris, and coral, which they had cultivated 
and collected during their stay on the island : 
and it was not till 1 672, when the French were 
compelled to abandon Madagascar, Ihat they 
established a permanent colony on the island, 
where they have now three pretty considerable 
ports : St. Paul ; St. Dennis, the residence of 
the governor ; and St. Susanna ; at one of which 
their East India ships usually touched for re- 
freshment. 

Mauritius. On the east of Bourbon is si- 
Vol. XIIL L 
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tttated the island of Mauritius, which ig in 20 de- 
grees of south latitude, afid 56 of east longitude^ 
and distant a hundred leagues fram Madagascar. 
The Dutch, who firet discovered it in 1598, g^te 
it the appellation of Mauritius, in honour of 
Prince Maurice, who was at that time their 
stadtholder. It is of an oval form, being about 
50 leagues in circumference ; and there is a safe 
and secure harbour, sufficiently deep and ca- 
pacious for containing fifty large ships. The 
climate is reckoned healthy and pleasant: and 
the mountains, some of which are very lofty, pro* 
duce the finest ebony in the world, and vanous 
other trees of great value. A number of rivu- 
lets descend from the hills, that are plentifully 
stocked with fi^h, and render the soil surprising* 
ly fertile, which produces sugar-canes, tobacco, 
rice, and various fruits, and affords pastui*^^ 
for great numbers of cattle. 

When the Dutch first took possession of Mau- 
ritius, they found it destitute of inhabitants, and 
even of animals, except deer and goats ; but 
with their usual industry, they rendered it fer- 
tile and productive, and the island soon abound- 
ed' with cattle of almost every description. 
They resigned it, however, into the hands of 
the French^ in whose possession it has since 
continued. 

Madagascar. We come now to Madagas^ 
car, which is reckoned by geographers to be 
not only the largest island of Africa, but of 
the world, unless New Holland should be 
thought to fall under the description of an 
island. Different nations have given it different 
appellations ; the natives call it Madacasck ; the 
Portuguese St. Laurence j the French I'lslc 
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Dauphin ; and the Nubians, Persians, and Ara^ 
hians, Serandib. It is situated between the 
twelfth and twenty-sixth degrees of south lati- 
tude, and between the forty-fourth and fifty- , 
first degrees of east longitude from London, and 
libout forty leagues from the continent of Africa^ 
Its length from, north to south is nearly one thou- 
aand miles ; and its breadth, at a medium, twQ 
hundred and fifty miles. Between this island 
and the continent, the sea forms a channel or 
{Kissage, through which European vessels com« 
monly sail in their voyage to and from India* 

The general appearance of the country is plea- 
sant, fertile, and inviting; it is environed by 
lofty mountains, and diversified by numerous 
mounts and fruitful plains* The productions 
are sugar, honey, vegetables, vines, fruit-trees, 
valuable gums, spices, com, cattle in. great 
abundance and variety, wild and tame fowls^ 
precious stones, iron, silver, copper, tin, and steel. 
The pasturage for cattle is excellent, the fi>rest8 
are ever green, and the rivers, some of which 
are very considerable, are plentifully stocked 
with fish* To these local advantages we may 
also add, that the air is esteemed temperate and 
salubrious* 

The natives are commonly tall, well-pro- 
portioned, and of an olive complexion, which 
mcUnes to black. Unlike the negroes of Guinea, 
^heir hair is not woolly, though black and cur- 
ling ; their noses are small, but regular ; and 
their lips are of moderate thickness. The ge- 
neral dress consists of a, short piece of cotton 
cloth or silk, wrapped round their waists, which 
they call a lamber ; but persons of rank of both 
sexes, in addition to this, adorn their wrists with 
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rings pf the most valuable metal, and with w^dcb 
they also braid their hair. The women wc '" 
lambers or robes, which reach to their feet, 
are covered with a garment resembling a st 
shift. This covering is commonly made of cdK 
ton, dyed of a dark colour and trimmed with beadfl^ 
which are fancifully arranged^ 

polygamy is practised throughout the islan(]jf 
and every man enjoys a plurality of wives, ac* 
cording to the extent of his fortune* The most 
accurate and best' informed writers, however,' 
affirm, that the females are exemplary in their 
conjugal obedience, their amiableness of dispo^ 
sition, and agreeableness of deportment ; and the 
inhabitants, in general, are considered as possess- 
ing many virtues, which perhaps are not shaded 
by greater and more numerous vices, than those 
which are commonly practised in more refined 
and civilized countries. The salutation of a supe- 
rior which is esteemed most respectful, and is ge- 
nerally used by those who address the prince, is 
to lick his feet ; and this abject mode of submission 
is also practised by the wives, when their hus- 
bands return from the wars, or after a long ab^ 
sence. The art of coinage is utterly unknawn 
amon^ this people ; and gold and silver ai*e only 
made use of in ornamenting the . person, or ia 
exchange for other commodities. Their princi* 
pal riches and resource, therefore, consist in the 
«umber and value of their cattle* 

The sovereigns of Madagascar affect a great 
deal of pomp and parade* They exercise an un« 
controled and unlimitable power over the lives 
and fortunes of their subjects, to whom they 
give audience, sitting cross-legged on a mat* 
Great numbers of noblemen and slaves conti* 
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titiatfjr attend them ; and they have a variety 6f 
palaces, whichy though iar exceeding the huts 
and habitations of the rest of the people consist 
only of boards formed by the hatchety and raised 
iothc height of eight or tert feet. 

I'bese pnnces, however, keep no regular or 
kanding army, but when an emergency de- 
mands it, emplc^ vassals for the purpose. Their 
inanner of waging war is by surprise and am- 
buscade ; and When an advantageous opportu- 
nity offers, they assemble privately, and attack 
the enemy unawares, and before he can be made 
iwiquainted with their design. They employ 
spies to discover, and make known to them, the 
fetate and condition of the foe. During the war, 
feey frequently change their residence, and their 
cattle are driven to the highest mountains and 
the most inaccessible situations. Parties of thirty 
or forty men are dispatched to plunder and de- 
stroy the lessei* villkges, and to make captives of 
the inhabitants* These marauders, in case of 
necessity, are generally provided with billets 
Written in Arabick characters, which they firmly 
believe will dispel the strength and courage of 
their enemies, and occasion their defeat. Hav- 
ii^g taken and burned the town, they make the 
^omen and children prisoners, and drive the 
cattle away. This last transaction closes the 
contest, unless the vanquished can obtain assist- 
ance and make reprisals. The only arms made 
use of are lances and hatchets, with a few fire- 
locks, purchased from the Europeans. 

Though letters have never been introduced 
into this country, the laws of Madagascar, which 
are traditional, and handed down from father to 
^n, are founded in equity, and enforced without. 
L2 
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^mrtiality or indulgence. Punishments for ci« 
pital offences are few, and indeed seldom neceft* 
sary ; but fines, which are paid in cattle, are fw-> 
quent, and levied on the slightest and most tri- 
vial occasions. Theft is punished by a fine, foor 
times the value of that which is stolen ; but if 
the offender ' cannot restore cattle to such an 
amount, he must become the property of the in- 
jured person, or forfeit his life. Adultery with 
the wife of a superior must be expiated by a 
forfeiture of thirty head of cattle, besides beisii^ 
and other articles : but with the wife of an equal, 
by a fine of only twenty. An assault is punbhed 
by a fine of fifteen head of cattle. 

The religion of these islanders is paganism, 
and consists of a gross and idolatrous supersti- 
tion. They acknowledge, however, the exist- 
ence and superintendance of a Supreme Being, 
whom they call Deaan Unghorray, and which 
signifv^s " The Lord above ;" but tliey main- 
tain that there are four other subordinate lords, 
each of whom presides over that part of the 
world to which he is appointed. These latter 
are considered as the immediate servants of the 
great God ; and as mediators between him and 
man \ and, therefore, to them they address aU 
their supplications and prayers, and perform 
their religious sacrifices. It is worthy of obser- 
vation, that among these ignorant and supersti- 
tious people there exists some faint knowledge 
of the creation and fall of man ; the death of 
Abel ; the Deluge ; the preservation of Noah 
and his family ; and some other circumstances of 
a similar nature. 

Circumcision is performed in this island, but 
in a different manner from that of the Jews and 
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.MabcHnetans. The ceremony is preceded bj 
mirth, drinking, and feasting : after which an ox 
or bull is presented for each child, and ^stened 
to the ground, ready for immolation* The fitther^ 
or nearest connexion, then takes the child in his 
arms towards the animal to be sacrificed, and 
putting its right hand on the bull's right horn, 
exclaims— ^^ Let the great God above, the lords 
•f the four quarters of the world, and the guar- 
dian spirits, prosper and protect this child, and 
cause him to become mighty; let him equal 
this buU in strength, and overcome all his ene- 
nues." Ha^ng thus spoken, the circumciser 
performs his office ; after which the child is de- 
Kvered to its mother, or nearest kin, and a feast 
concludes the ceremony. 

It is evident, from every circumstance of the 
few religious rites which the inhabitants of Ma- 
dagascar perform, that they believe in a future 
state of existence* The memory of their forefa- 
thers is cherished by them with the greatest ve- 
neration ; and, in their funeral solemnities, they 
exhibit marks of ^ decent and becoming solem- 
nity* Every family has a place appropriated as 
a depository for its dead, which is enclosed by a 
kind of palisadoes, and is never entered without 
sacrificing an ox or a cow to the manes of the 
defunct* When any person is to be interred, 
the principal or chief of the femily approaches 
the entrance of the cemetery ; and calling aloud 
en all the dead deposited there, informs them 
that such a person is coming to repose among 
them, and requests they will own him as a friend 
and relative. This being performed, the gates 
of the burying ground are opened, and the 
corpse is deposited in the earth* During the 
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ktter part of tins ceremony, the people withooA. 
are busied in kiUing and dividing the cattl^ 
which the surviving friends and relations of tU' 
deceased had provided for theii* entertainmetii^^ 
No particular dress is made use of in mourhiiq( 
for the dead ; but on such melancholy occasions 
they shave the head. 

In this bland are umosses, or magicians, ^aiio 
pretend to penetrate and understand the roost se- 
cret powers of nature, and as may be required, 
to procure the assistance of ifamiliar and super- 
natural beings ; and who make a kind of talis* . 
manick composition, which is carried at the head^ 
of the army to insure victory and success. These 
impostors have obtained such credit and reputa- 
tion among the people, by their pretended power 
and incantation, that implicit obedience is paid 
to their injunctions ; ai>d no act of importance 
is undertaken without first consulting their, opi- 
nion. Ami though events do ' not always cor- 
respond to their pfedictions, they are never at a 
loss to find some plausible and satisfactory rea- 
son to account Ibr their failure; and as their 
conjectures will sometimes necessarily be just 
and right, a very few instances of this kind serve 
to insure their foture and permanent reputation. 
In sacred and religious acts and ceremomes, 
however, these magicians never interfere; and 
indeed, every individual considers himself at li- 
berty to adopt or reject the general forms of re- 
ligion, according to his own disposition and 
fancy. 

Madagascar was first discovered by the,Por- 
tuguese, in 1506, but they never attempted to 
colonize it. In 1641, the French usurped the 
possession of this island; and erected a fort in aa 
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advantageous situation, which they denominatecl 
Fort bauphih ; but the natives having conceived 
a violent aversion towards their new neighbours^ 
and being provoked by their tyrannical and ar- 
bitrary proceedings, expelled them soon after; 
and since that period no European nation has ever 
attempted a similar establishment. 

CoMORA Isles. Between the nothem point 
of Madagascar and the coast of Africa are si- 
tuated the Comora Isles, which ^re placed be- 
tween 41 and 46 degrees of east longitude, and 
10-and 14 degrees of south latitude. Their num- 
ber is five ; Johanna, Comora, Mayotta, Mo- 
bipa, and Anga^ja. Of these, Johanna, thq 
principal, is about thirty miles long and fifteen 
broad, and abounds )yith all kinds of pronsions 
and tropical fruits. At this island the East In- 
dia ships usually touch for refreshments, and 
meet with an hospitality and kindness from the 
natives seldom experienced on the continent bf 
Africa. They are negroes, prbfess the Mahome- 
tan religion, and are remarkable for their affabi<* 
IHy and politeness, especially towards the Eng- 
fish, for whom they express a particular fi*iena-» 
«hip, on account of the assistance rendered them 
in their wars with the natives of the neighbour-*, 
ing islands, and the confidence they repose in 
^txv disinterested views of visiting them. Most 
pf the inhabitants are tall, robust, and well pro- 
portioned ; they have piercing eyes, lor^ and 
dark hair, and their complexions are between an 
oKve and black colour. They are, hi general, ^ 
^^\viy simple, inoffensive people, devoid of ambi- 
oon, and entirely ignorant of the arts of war. 

The commonalty wear coarse wrappers round 
tkir loins, and skull caps j but the more elevated 
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rank have wide-sleeved shirtS) which hang dowi^ 
over a pwr of drawers, and waistcoats accom^ 
modated to the season. Persons of consequeuce. 
maf also be distinguished by the nails of their 
fingers and toes, which are suffered to grow to aa 
immoderate length, and are tinged with a juice 
of a yellowish red colour, extracted from a shrub 
that grows In the marshy parts of the island* 
They have sashes that encircle their waist, andL 
in which they usually carry large knives or poni-, 
ards; but only persons of superior rank wear 
turbans. The women adorn themselves witR 
rings and bracelets of different metals ; and they 
dilate the lobes of their ears to a great extent, by 
means of these weighty and favourite omaments« 
which is considered as a mark of extraordinary' 
beauty. For physical reasons, rather than from 
the heat of the climate, children of both sexes are 
accustomed to go naked, till they be seven or 
eight years of age ; as they suppose that the fre^ 
access of air to every part of the body is conducive 
to health, strength and growth ; and that it pre* 
vents those deformities which swathing is apt t» 
occasion- 

The island is productive of rice, yams, pota« 
toes, tamarinds, oranges, lemons, pine-apples, 
cocoa-nuts, honey, black cattle, and goats. The 
women, in general, are employed in husbandry,* 
and other laborious occupations $ whilst the men 
enjoy ease, and indulge themselves in idleness 
and luxury. Their usual food is rice, roots, fiesh, 
milk, and fruits. The Arabick language, incor- 
porated with the Zanguebar tongue, is in gene- 
ral use. The town of Johanna consists of about 
two hundred houses and huts, the former of 
which are built with stone, and ^re the property 
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of the . king and principal inhabitants ; but the 
latter are constructed of reeds listened together, 
corered with a mixture of clay and cow-dung, 
and thatched with cocoa-leaves. 

The government of this island is entirely mo* 
narchical, the origin of which is ascribed to a 
Moorish merchant, who flying for murder from 
Mosambique, put to sea in an opfo boat, and 
Accidentally reached Johanna. Being favour- 
ably received, and joirted soon after by some of 
lus countrymen, he formed the resolution of en« 
d;^vounng to raise himself to the sovereignty, 
which,- without violence or usurpation, and mere- 
ly by means of superior abilities and address, was 
speedily "effected. His knowledge was highly 
useful to the ignorant natives, and rendered hira 
greatly respected ; and having secui^d the fa» 
vour of the majority of the people, and establish- 
ed himself on the throne by their united and vo* 
hmtary concurrence, he found means to overcome 
an opposition. After a long and happy reign, he 
left the kingdom to his son, in whose family it 
has since remained. 

When any European ship arrives at the island, 
^e king usually goes on board ; as no trade can 
be opened with the people till the royal licence 
be obtained ; for procuring which they generally 
give a little gunpowder, a few musquets, or any 
other European commodities of small value, 
which the sovereign may fancy. Of the other 
Comora isles, we are greatly ignorant of their 
productions, and of the manners and customs of 
the inhabitants ; but it is generally supposed, that 
they are more inhospitable than those described, 
and that they are extremely averse to any inter* 
course with foreign nations. 
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Leavirtg the oriental regions, we doubfe the 
Cape of Good Hope, which presents us with a 
view of the Atlantick Ocean, from whose im- 
mense bosom appear a considerable number of 
blands* 

St. Helena is situated in six degrees four mi- 
nutes west I^ngitude^ and sixteen degrees south 
latitude, being one thousand two hundred miles 
west of the continent of Africa, and one thou* 
sand eight hundred , cast of South America. 
The island is a rock about twenty-one mifes in 
circumference, very high abd very steep, axid on- 
ly accessible at the landing place, in a small valley 
at the east side of it, which is defended by bat- 
teries of guns planted level with the water ; and 
as the waves are perpetually dashing on the 
.shore, it is generally difficult landing even Rere. 
There is no other anchorage about the island, 
but at Chapel Valley Bay ; and as the wind al- . 
ways blows from the south-east, if a ship over- 
shoots the island ever so little, she cannot reco«* 
ver it again. 

. The English plantations here afford potatoes 
and vams, with figs, plantains, banatias, grapes^ 
kidney-beans, and Indian-corn j of the last, how- 
ever, most part is devoured by rats, which har- 
bour in the rock§, and cannot be destroyed ; so 
that the flour they use is almost wholly im- 
ported from Englatid ; and in titties of scarcity , 
they generally eat yams and potatoes instead of ' 
bread. Though the island appears on every side 
a hard barren rock, yet it is agreeably diversified 
with hills and plains, adorned with plantations 
of fruit trees and garden stuff. They have gre^t 
plenty of hogs, bullocks, poultry, ducks, geese, 
and turkies; with which they supply the sailors*; 
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takin|^ in exchange, shirtSt drawers, or any light 
cJotiies, pieces of- calico, silks, muslin, arrack, 
sugar. Sec. 

St. Helena is said to have been first disco vei^d 
by the Portuguese on thefestival of the empress, 
Helena, mother of the emperor Constantine the 
great, whose name it still bears* It does not ap« 
pear -that the Portuguese ever planted a colony 
here : and the English East India company took 
possession of it in 1 600, and held it without in* 
terrupdon till the year 1673, when the Dutch took 
it by surprise. However, the English, under 
the command of captain Munden, recovered it 
again within the space of a year, and at the same 
time took three Dutch East India ships that lay 
in the road. There are about two hundred fa« 
milies in the island, most of them descended 
from English parents. The East India ships 
lake in water aixl fresh provisions here in their 
way home ; but the island is so small, and the 
wind so much against them outward bound, that 
they then very seldom reach it- 

The company's affairs are here managed by 
a governor, deputy-governor, and stoi^-keeper, 
who have standing salaries allowed by the com- 
pany, besides a publick table well furnished, to 
Which all commanders, masters of ships, and 
principal passengers, have a general invitation. 

Ascension. Passing St. Helena we come to 
the island of Ascension, which is situated in eight 
degrees of south latitude, and seventeen degrees 
twenty minutes of west longitude, from London. 
The Portuguese discovered it on Ascension-day, 
and from this circumstance the island received 
its appellation. It is about ten leagues in cir- 
cumfei^ence ; and in general is sandv, dry, and 

Vol. XIII. M 
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barren, and entirely without water. It pti>* 
duces, however, a little wood, some fruits, rootS) 
or herbage ; and being fumisihed.with a ^afe and 
commodious harbour, is frequented by such Ea^t 
India ships as have missed St. Helena, aod 
which repair hither for refreshment. Withip 
land are several species of birds, and some goats, 
whose flesh is hot inferior to mutton for sweet* 
ness and delicacy j but the vast number of tur- 
tles, which the coast affords, principally induce 
mariners to touch at this place. In the ereviqe 
of a rock is a spot denominated the post-ofiice, 
where ships leave letters corked up in a bottj^,' 
which is broken by the next confer, and others 
placed in their ^tead« On account of its want 
of water, this Island has never, been colpnized* , 
St. Matthew. ,The island of St. Matthe)r 
is situated in one degree forty minutes of south 
latitude, and in nine degrees twelve minutes of 
west longitude, from London, and nearly one 
hundred leagues to the north-east of Ascension* 
It is about eight leagues in circumference, ahd 
very barren, but watered by a river of clear and 

' fresh water^ which divides itself into several 
stream*)* This island was also firs^ discovered by 
the Portuguese, who, after settling a colony on it, 
and maintaining the possession for several years, 
at length abandoned it, since which it has never 

. been thought worth the attention of any nation. 
Anaboa« The island of Anaboa is situated 
in two degrees of south latitude, two hundred 
miles to the west of Congo, and is about thirty 
miles in circumference. It was discovered Ja- 
nuary I, 1571, and its name imports a happy 
year. In this island are two high mountains, 
the tops of which being constantly covered witb 
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£lpitd3 occasion frequent rain. It abounds with 
Bidian corn, rice, orieinges^ citrons, lemons, co- 
coa-nuts, and other fruits common to tropical 
climates. There are also great plenty of oxen, 
lk)gs, sheep, , goats, pigeons, and poultry ; and 
the rivers are well stocked with fish. The 
cHmate is wholesome, and the air clear and se- 
rene, during the greatest part of the year. The 
dwellings are principally huts constructed of 
«»nes ; and in the whole island there is not a 
single house built of stone. This place is chiefly 
yaluable on account of its convenient harbour, 
m which' ships may ride with the greatest safety. 
The governor of Anaboa is a Portuguese, who 
has a few Europeans in his service ; but the ge- 
nerality of its inhabitants are of negro extraction s 
and all pay him an implicit obedience, and are 
extremely bigotted in their attachment to the 
l^omai^ cathoTick persuasion. 
' St. TsoMAs. The island of St. Thomas, the 
princi|)al possession of the Portuguese on this 
Qoast, is of a circulai' &rm, being one hundred 
and twenty miles round, and is situated exactly 
under the equator, about forty-five leagues from 
|he continenjC of Afric^» The air is moist, and 
unwholesome to Europeans, few of whom ever 
^rive at the age of fifty. Dead bodies putrify 
here immediately, and they are under the neces- 
sity of burying them the moment that life be- 
comes extinqt. St. Thomas abounds with 'woo4 
atid water, ai)d towards the centre of the island 
jiises into a mountain of such a height, that its 
summit is generally enveloped with clouds. Th^ 
soil is excellent and fertile, and produces Indian 
corn, rice, Cruits, sugar, and cinnamon, with little 
cuitivation.' The principal town in |he island ii. 
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Srt. ThomC) whrch is likewise the see of a bishoft^' 
at)d contains five or six hundi'ecl houses, bafi^ 
sortiely built of wood, and surrounded with ha^ 
conies, after the manner of the Porfuguefe? 
The air of this islayid engenders many disease*** 

Prince's Island. This small islr.nd, wht^ 
iis situated in the Gulph of Guinea, in one 6^ 
grce thirty minutes of north latitude, is extremdy 
mountainous and woody. Its praductions afc 
rice, Indian com, with a variety of fruits adcl 
roots common to tropical climates ; besides so^ 
gar- canes, with which it greatly abounds. Bla^ 
Cattle, hogs, and goats, are numerous in ppopor- 
Hon to its extent ; and the rivers and neighbour- 
ing sea abound with a variety of fish. In this 
hland exists a species of monkey, which is not 
jonly mischievous but destructive. The inha- 
bitants go naked, except their women and chiefs 
The former adorn tl^ir head with a chaplet of 
ilowers ; suspend a cross from their neck ; and, 
like the Amazons, carry a cimeter in their hand. 

Fernando Po. This island, which is distant 
ten leagues from the Afncan continent, and lies 
in three degrees and foity minutes of north lati- 
tude, is thirty miles long and twenty broad. Its 
productions and inhabitants correspond, in a 
great measure, with those last described, but . 
the Portugue«ie, its proprietors, make little use 
of it. The principal Viilue, indeed, of these 
islands, which are situated in the Gulph of Gui- 
nea, consists in fumishing provisions and refresh- 
inents to the Portuguese ships, on their passage 
from Brasil to Africa, and in their voyages to 
the East Indies. The convenience and value, 
therefore, attending the possession of these 
Islands, induced the Dutch, some timeago, to at- 
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tetppl the conquest c^f them, in wbkh they .suc- 
ceeded- The insalubrity of the climate, holr- 
ever, destroyed great numbers of their officeref 
seanicii, and soldiers j antfthey were under the 
Necessity of resigning- these acquisriions to their 
fcrmer proprietors : and evtr since that titne, 
the Portuguese have remained in the qiiiet and 
undisturbed sovereignty of these islands. 

The Cape Vebj> Islands, These islands oh« 
teined their denomination from an opposite Cape 
tin the African coast, which projects int6 the sea 
l^etween the rivers Gambia and Senegal, 'and is 
palled Cape Verd. Their distance from tHe con- 
onent is one hundred and t^venty leagues ; and 
they are situated between ttrenty-three and 
twenty-six degrees of west longitude, and be- 
tween fourteen knd eighteen degrees of north 
latitude. It is affirmed that these islands were 
unknown to the modems tin the year 1460, 
wieri Anthony Noel, a native of the state df 
Cenoa, in the Portuguese service, first discovery 
ed them. They amount to near twenty in num- 
ber, some of which, however, are only sterile 
rocks, and unworthy of notice. The most con- 
siderable were peopled by the Portuguese ; 
though the air is in general hot, and, in somie of 
ihe islar 's, unfeiyotirable to European constitu- 
tions. 

The largest of this group is St. Jago, which 
is sixty leagues in circumference. It is of a 
triangular form ; and though the country is 
rocky and mountainous) the soil produces sugar^ 
5X)tton, Indian corn, cocoa-nuts, oranges, lemojis, 
and other tropical fruits. This island also 
abounds with horses, asses, mules; cows^ deer^ 
M-2 ■ •■ ' " 
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^ats, hogs, civet-cats, and a remarkable beautU 
fill species of green monkies with white faces. 
The surrounding sea fiirntshes great plenty aod 
variety ofiexcellent fish ; and the outward-bound 
East India ships generally touch here for fresh 
water and provisions. Riberia Grande is the 
capital of the island, the seat of government, and 
a bishop's see, containing a celebrated and well- 
built monastery, the gardens of which are highly 
admired. The other towns of note in this island 
are St. Jago, St. Domingo, St. Domingo Abacen, 
and Praya ; the last of which has a most excel- 
lent haxbour, defended by a fort, situated on the 
summit of a hill. 

Br Av A is in fourteen degrees of north latitude, 
about Ibur leagues in circumference, and princi- 
pally consists of high mountains, which rise in 
the form of a pyramid. It has an excellent har- 
bour, and, is, therefore, much frequented by the 
.Dutch and Portuguese vessels trading to the 
Eastvlndies. The productions of this island are 
saltpetre, Indian com, with the fruits and roots 
common to tropical climates i and it is particu- 
larly eminent for its wines. 

The island of Fu EGO, takes its name from a 
dreadful volcano, situated in the centre, which 
sometimes emits rocks of a prodigious size to an 
amadng and incredible height, and with a noise 
more tremendous than the loudest thunder ; and 
sometimes torrents of flaming sulphur flow down 
the sides of the mountain, and the lava is after- 
wards collected in great quantities. Water is 
extremely scarce ; nevertheless, the soil produces 
vast quantities of fruits and roots ; and the 
island is well stocked with cattle. The inhabit- 
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aDts are chiefly negroes, who tnanu&cture cot* 
ton cloth, and are famous for breeding mules, 
which they dispose of to Europeans. 

Ma TO is of an oval form, seven Aagues in 
circumference, and derived its name from being 
discovered on May-day. In this island immense 
quantities of salt are made from the sea, crys- 
talized by the heat of the ftun, which is only 
effected during the dry season, contrary to the 
operations of crystalizing performed in the West 
Indies* This commodity furnishes a very con- 
siderable trade to the English, which costs only 
a present to the negro governor, who is generally 
invited on board every ship that arrives for this 
{lurpose. Though the soil is dry and parched, 
it produces com and provisions sufficient for the 
consumption of the inhabitants; slnd feeds a 
^reat number of asses, with which the English 
toiiaetimes freight whole ships, and carry them 
to Barbadoes, ahd other British islands. The 
surrounding sea furnishes a plentiful supply of 
fish, especially of doradoes* 
' BoK AVISTA was first discovered by the Portu- 
guese, and obtained Its appellation from the beau- 
Uful prospect it affords towards the sea. It is 
twenty miles long and twelve broad ; and pro^ 
duces immense qiiantities of indigo, and more 
cotton than all the rest of the Cape Verd islands. 
As our countrymen carry on a considerable traf- 
fick with the nations of Bonavista, the English 
language is not only understood, but also spokt^ 
•by the inliabitants of this island. A curiosity 
exists here, which is likewise to be found in some 
of the other islands : this is a kind of yegctable 
ktcjne; extreinelyporotis, and of a greyish co- 
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lour ; wbi^^b) protnifUng $tem9, fbm» som^ttu^i;^ 
iQ shietpe resjeinbtiog th,e head of a cauliflower* 

The isle of Sal obtain^ its ^ppellatioo froiB. 
t)ie va&t 9X^ incredible quantities of salt nat^i^Ijr 
produced from the sesi-water* The total defir^ 
^iency of fi:esh water has CNCcasiQued it to b^oQ^e* 
a desolate and desert island* 

St. Nicholas is (be largest of (b^ Cape Verd 
islandSf excepting St. Jfigo* The I^d is cbieflj- 
higbi and the soil produces mai^ee in great abun- 
dance) most tropical fruits^ and a variety of ^rees^ 
particularly the dr^gpn-tree, bojfx vhich <x^de^, 
the drug called gvim-dr^^n* TJ)e natives arq 
ingenious and industt^ousj ^nd ^^ploy jthem- 
selves in manu&ctjuring cotton cloUi, |uid uk 
forming it into dresses for the Gmnea tnide. The 
capital is St* Nicholasy which ^s the moi^t CQin- 
paict and populous of a^y jown on .th^se ^sl^Ad^ 
though the best and^iosit superb buildings mrp^ 
covered ai^ tbaU^hed with^gra^s* 

St. JoHif's Island, which is yeiy high m^i 
mountainous, abounds with wopd and fresh >vsv; 
ter, and produces J^irge ^quantities of saltpetre^ 
various fruits and roots common to tropjo^ 
dimatesi and plenty of fowls and, cattle. ThQ 
natives are represented as a simple, inoffensiyps. 
and hospitable raice ot people, who wear a 9Ugbt 
coverii^ of cotton cloth, .which they manuuic^^ 
lure* When the governor grants leave to the 
inhabitants to hunt the wild goat, which is con- 
sidered as a healthful recreation, they all f^- 
semble with their cbgs ; and when the game is' 
killed, and the chaae ended, the flesh is divided 
according to the distribution of the goyomor ; 
who reserves a part for himaeUi and bestows th^ 
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sldns on those who, through ag^e or infirmitf, are 
incapable of pursuing the sport. Besides this 
office, the governor is also the only magistrate, 
and decides in all matters. If any one is so stub- 
born as to refuse complying with the decisions of 
the governor, he is confined till such time as he 
thinks proper to submit to his decrees. It is 
seldom that capital offences are perpetrated ; but 
when a crime of that nature happens to be com- 
mitted the noxious person is imprisoned till the 
jiarties agree, and a bond be obtained from the 
Illations of the offending person, that he shall 
make his appearance at a publick tribtmal, when- 
ever a judge shall arrive from Portugal to admi- 
nister justice. 

■ .3t. Vincent is inhabited by no human beings ; 
but is frequently visited by mariners, on account 
of its excellent bay, in which ships may ride with' 
safety, and where wild goats and turtles, and 
other necessaries, may easily be procured. 

St. Anthony is chiefly distinguished by its 
elevated situation, and contains a mountain 
- Wliich is thought to equal, if not jexceed, the 
Peak of Teneriffe in height; and its. summit," 
which is constantly covered with snow, notwith-' 
standing the clearness and serenity of the sky, is 
generally enveloped in clouds. Several pleasant 
rivulets water the ground, and diffuse plenty*. 
throughout the island : the soil produces maize,' 
Oranges, lemons, limes, bananas, plantains, pom-^ 
pions, guavas, musk, and water-lemons, in great 
abundance, besides a vast variety of trees and 
shrubs* The general character of the natives is 
that they are inoffensive and humane ; and the>* 
are supposed to amount to near three thousand 
persons, three*fouiths of which are slaves ; who 
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after the manner of the free-negf oe9f are posr 
sessed of wivea, houses, and plantations^ bujt are 
governed by a steward, appointed by a Portuguese, 
nobleman, to whom the island belongs. 

Canaries. The Canaries, supposed to be th^. 
Fortunate or Happy Islands of antiquity, amoui^t 
to seven in numoer, and are situated, between 
27 degrees 30 minutes, and 29 degrees 30' mi* 
nutes, of north latitude; and between 12 ^e* 
greesf and IT degrees 50 minutes, westlongi* 
tude from London. The Carthaginians, wheii 
in the height of their power and glory^ first df^s- 
cried and colonized thes^e Ulands ; but ajfter th9 
Romans had conquered and annihilated that 
state, the navigation to the west was qompletelfr 
stopped, and the Canaries were veiled la ob^scu* 
rity and forgotten, till they were rediscovered by 
tjiq Spaniards in the };ear 1405, tp whom thejr. 
r^iQ ^long. On their arrival, they found thai 
the natives resembled the Africans on th^ codk 
tinent, in their stature and t:oinplexions i but 
^t their language was totally dissimilar, aiu^ 
their customs. and ijnann^rs in no r^spiect coyre-^ 
sponded with those of their ancient pi^ogenitorsy 
or of their continental heighboursi They wen^ 

Jre^tly ignorant of the arts, and altogetber c^ 
le sciences ; and being told that there were 
other countries in the world bei^ides their o^| 
thev expressed much wonder an4 astonishment'. 
In Granp Canary, the number of inhabit- 
^ts is said to have amounted to thirty thp^* 

?nd ; and in TKHERirFs, to fifteen thpusand. 
he Spaniards called th^ni a barbarous and in? 
human race of people i but it does not appear 
that their ferocity to their cap.^ves, who had 
n^altreftted the% ai^d ovf r i^bQm the cb«|S^Qe pi 
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ihit £ad given an absolute and unlimited pow^, 
extended further than to compel them to guard 
and herd their cattle* They were denominattd 
Guanches ; were of a gigantick stature, which 
kas since decreased ; and had the dexterity tt 
throwing stones witli a force equal to that of a 
musket-ball* But this art, from disease, baa 
been for a long time lost among them. Their 
other weapons of aiinoyance and defence con- 
sisted of lances pointed with horn, or hardened 
in the fire. Polygamy was not only permitted, 
but the vii^ihity of every bride was considerd as 
the property of the chief ; and bdth the husband 
and wife thought it a mat*k of distinction and 
reg^ird when he condescended to claim his right« 
Whenever a new prince ascended the throne, a 
eertain number of young persons, of both sexes, 
feaciificed themselves .in honour of him, and to 
render his reign prosperous sind happy ; and as 
a reward for their loyalty and disinterested con*> 
duct, the monarch considered himself bound to 
bestow all possible kindness and favour on the 
parents of these infatuated victims. The Guan*- 
ches are active and lively, naturally bold and 
warlike ; and so nimble, that with the assist* 
ance of a pole they will leap from one rock to 
another, though at a conisiderable distance, with 
amasdng agility and precision. When immured 
in castles and fortresses, they contrive to scale 
the inside of the walls, and by poising theiv bo* 
dies they will descend the most steep and rug* 
ged precipices. They speak their own language 
with great rapidity, and pronounce only with 
their teeth and lips. A few of them have been 
converted to Christianity j but as they were in- 
duced to assume this profession through fear of 
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the in^ursition,* it is not to be sdppdsed * ihA 
%heir religion ii ^together real and iivithout hf» 
pocrisy. 

In these islands a pure and lenft[ierate air pre- 
vails, and the most delicious fruits abound, par- 
. ticularly grapes, from which -Jthat rich wine is 
extracted that is distinguished by Canary, and 
•. of which the greatest part is exported to Eng- 
land, where the annual consunr^ption of it is up- 
wards of ten thousand hogsheads* The Canaries 
are ako abundant in cattle and various other 
animals, and are particularly fatnous for those 
beautiful and pleasing bifds of song which bear 
the name of the islands* 

Pal MA is the most western and farthest dis- 
tant from the continent of Africa of any of the 
Canaries, and is twenty-four miles long aad 
eighteen broad. In this island is a high and 
spacious mountam, called Le Caideiu, or the 
Cauldron, from a hollow in its summit, whiefa 
gradually declining occupies a space of neariy 
. tliirty acres, and from which several springs 
issue, that^ passing through an aperture of the 
mountsdn, unite at the bottom, and are 'made 
use of in turning sugar-mills. The former ex- 
istence of several volcanoes in different parts of 
the island is apparent^ and the cliannel of the 
lav4 may still be traced. In November 1677, 
the earth shook for several days contiuuaUy, 
which was accompanied with loud and tremen- 
dous noise, and during which period many bp^i- 
ings appeared in different places ; but the most 
considerable chasm was at -mount aux Chevres, 
which emitted fiames and stones. In 1750 gno^ 
ther eruption took place, when the lava flowed 
down the sides of the mountain, and discharge 
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iMf teli» the sea, about a mile norfh of the tnm» 
af Santa Cms. > Tbls island produces mem 
fruits^ sugars^ and wines, than, the iahafakants 
^aa possibljr eon^me. 8a&ta Cruz ia the best 
sad Largest town ia PalBm, and is situated oft 
the soathf«aat nde of the island* It contains 
many neat and aiegant structures, and has » 
coaanodious hmretiy in which Tesseb ma^ ride 
secure from every wind. 

F£aRO| from whence ^le French geographers 
fcrmeriy computed their Icmgitude, as the Dutch 
dli theirs from Tenerifib) is fifteen leagnea 
in circumference* For above a league from Uie- 
lea, it has a steep ascent, beyond which the land 
is tolerably level and fruitfol, abounds wiUi a 
yariety of trees and^ shrubs, and produces pas- 
turage and flowers in greater luxuriance than 
apy oi the sister islands* As there is neither 
spring, welt, nor river in the island. Providence 
has supplied that want by providing the inha- 
bitants with the leaves of a tree, resemlHii^ an 
oak^ which grows on the summit of the ascent» 
«k1 from which they distil a quantity of water 
sufficient to supply every living creature in 
Ferro» The branches of this wonderfiil tree are 
t^ick and extended* Every mcMning a cloud 
rises irom the sea, which being driven by the 
wind to the summit of the eliff, by degrees eft- 
ties on the tree, from the leaves and branchep of 
w4iich the water flows down int^ a large albue 
reservoir to the quantity of twenty hogsheads* 
This unguhur phenomenon is attested by tra» 
vellers, who affirm that they were.eye-wttiiesses^^ 
(tf the flict, and ia only contradicted by one 
Who, it U said, is no &ither a philosof^er than 
tiiat he is sceptical and inoeduloua* The. na^ 
Vol, XIII. N 
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tbes ofthb island, previoat to tbe ttAlml fettii 
■etUement of the Spaniards among them^ pail 
veligiotts Tenemtion to two deities, one of whotfi 
was a male, the other a female, each bemg^ WOPLp 
shipped by tbe req)eetive sex. It mva believiA 
hy then, that thongh these deitks re«ded ji^ 
beaveih yet they descended to eavth to recehe 
the prayers and peUtions of tbeir stippUaal^ 
and then returned to their celestial abodes. 

GoMEKA is a simll but fertile island^ and 
prodnces sugar canes and wines. Mt^es «i^ 
irery common, and more numerous here Uum ik 
any of the mster isles ; and there are also iBan^ 
deer, which were onginally imported from 3a9^ 
bary« The heroes' of this island were ^teemed 
kmnortat, and tbeir ntartlal acbievem^nts tst 
still celebrated in rude smd inkaarmonio«8 poetiyv 
A singular custom of admitting a oommunity 
of women prevails ki Gomera ; and thoogll 
every man has a wife of his own, it would Ij» 
considered as uncivil not to lend them to tho&t 
who request \u And hence i^is, that the sistei^ 
' son always inherits* The principal place in the 
island is denominated La Villa de Pahnas, or 
the town of Palms, from the great quantity of 
palmtrees growing in the neighbourhood, hi 
this town are a church, a convent of friars, and 
nearly two hundred private houses, and ft 
abounds with [^nty of water. 

TfcN BRiPFE is celebarted for Ite peak or nkyon^ 
tain, the summit of which resembles. a sugar- 
loaf; its height is about four miles perpendicular 
Irom the earth, tmd it may be seen at sea to the 
distatct of more than one hundred and twenty 
miles. This island is of a triangular form, whose 
three sides «re nesriy eqind> eaefe of "which is 
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4|bnC twelve leagues id extent. The pecdc con^ 
^b$s el vast roc^ piiecl on one another, and it 
mdsMy the efiecU of suhtercaoeous erupdons 
Md vk^nt coocmsions of nature ; and this 
iKMintain attU contmues at times to emit such 
«credihle quantities of burning sulphur and 
melied ore^ that the riches^ and most cultivated 
fends are th«reh^ converted into barren deserts. 
(^ the smnmit o£ the peak is continual snow ; 
|be air is subtile, cold, and piercing ; and the 
|iav<mer» who has the curiosity to make the at* 
lempt of reaching the top, leels a palpitation at 
kis heartt vhich is accompanied with a diificultf 
Af bi^eathing« Befons he has re«;hed one half of 
the ascent, the clouds appear below him, and 
^ whplie surrounding coimtry resembles a vast 
And unbounded ocean. 

, The €a^tai of this island is Santa Cruz, whick 
fft situated near the sbor^, and haa an excellent 
#nd Gosimodious harbour. The town is large 
•nd popukM^ and contains several superb and 
elegant structures* la 1704 happened a verf 
drmiful earthquake in this island, and no less 
Mian twentjr'juttip concussbns were experienced 
« the space c^three hours. On the Slst of D«- 
^mber the earth, opened, and two volcanoes 
^ere formed, whi^ emitted such a quantity df 
^tonea as to raise two considerable mountains. 
On the 5th of January following, the scene be- 
came stiU more dreadful and alarming ; the sum 
Bas totaUy obscured by the clouds and flames^ 
^ the whole surrounding country, to the dis- 
tance of nine miles, exhibited an universal de- 
iuge of 4^Touriag fire;. The violence of the 
Ihunder incpeased, the island was shaken to its 
^eatre^ and the wretchtd inhabitants^ every whertt 
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tktmf; far Tcfiige, met cert^ and ine^table ^^ 
Btruction. Notwithstanding these dreadful dBUt^ 
asterS) the island is fertile and salubrious, 
abounds with corny wine, and oil. Most of 
Guanches, who snrnved tlie ideTa^ation 
havockof die Spaniards, built a town in Tei 
tiffe, in which their posterity still re«de« Tfac^ 
apeak their own languid, which resembles thdt 
vf the Moors of Barbary. They acknowledge 
« supreme Being, whom they consider as jufl^ 
-compassionate, and merciful. They had khifi^ 
to whom they swore fidelity, and whose palaccf^ 
were caves and rocks, ibrmed by nature, whi<:li 
are stiU diadngutshcd by the name of the re^ii 
ccnfema. 

Grand Cahakt is a most delightful and fet^ 
tile island, possessed of a faappf temperatin^e of 
Air, and abounding with delicious fruits, tree^ 
and salubrious streams ; insomuch that, in evttf 
pmnt of view, it merits the i^ppellation of ttSb 
JFortunate Island. In theihteiior part of it are 
several mountains of great height, which adofb 
the prospect ; and it abounds with wood of va- 
rious kindsi of which the pine, pahn, wild-cdive^ 
poplar, laurel, dragon-tree, lignum rhodium, In- 
dian fig, and many others, grow spontaneously^ 
Its fruits are oranges, lemons, citrons, pomegra- 
jaates, apples, pears, peaches, apricots, figs, dateSy 
and, in short, all that i& common to the European 
or American climates, except pine-apples. It aho 
produces a vaHety of rooU, herbs, and plants, and 
two crops annually of wheat, barley, and maise^; 
and is not destitute of any animid <»* vegetable 
inxxhiction which human nature may seem to 
l^qjHire. Palma, the capital, of this island, is 
pituated three mika > from the ae^ coast^ and 
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^bo^h a place of no great strength, is largp 
mid pc^ulous, and contains many superb and 
fks^t buildings publick as well as private* At 
^me distance is a safe and commodiqus ha9* 
Ikhiiv which is secure agsunst every windy ex« 
c^pt the south-east, which seldom blows witb 
Hijcb violence as to endanger vessels* 

FuERTuvENTURA is^ibout eighty miles long» 
1^ at a medium about fifteen broad. The soil 
1$ in^.^g^Deral fertile in com, root^ and fruits i 
V^ the island is i>eautifully diversified with hills 
aod valUeSy and well watered and supplied with 
Umber* It has sevetal bays and hariiours; but 
jks the sea sometimes rises upwards of sixtf feet 
ia bi^lu, the strongest vessels are in digger o^ 
i)^ilig dashed, to pieces by the force and vio^ 
lence of the waves. In this island are three 
(owits, the capatal of which cohtsuns a church, a 
(ppvent) and about one hundred and fifty bouses^ 
^bere is, also a number of villages, scattered 
tbroygbout the island, whicb are populousy an4 
the inhabitants of which enjoy an uninterrupt64 
ilate of health to a very advanced period* 
, . The last island of the Canaries, of which w^ 
^l^aU give a description, is L a vcsa at a, which is 
fifteen miles in length, and ten in breadth) ai)4 
at a distMKce ^ears high, black, rocky, an4. 
barren, Jii^ divided by a ridge of mountains^ 
ffhich afford <»&ly pastuiuge for cattle, but the 
Tallies aoe; fertile, and, pleasant and the air if 
pure and wholesome* It abound^ with grun^ 
k\^% neat cattle» camels atkd assies* On the 
(ocks which encircle the coast grows the opr 
^illa*weed> an ingredient used in dymg purple^ 
which is believed to be the getulian col^iroE 
m ancients* About seventy years stnoe ap^ 
N2 
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p^red a vokano« which emitted an immentA 
quantity of ashes and stones $ and a small rocfc^ 
ln> the form of a pyramtdy alterwards ariMe# 
which stiH continues* The principal port of 
this island is Porto del Naos. To these seven 
Ig^at islands might be added St. Clair, Gm^ 
ciosa, Rocca, and Al%ranasa ; hot they possess 
nothing worth describing* 

Madeihas. These islands are two ki num* 
foer, ^ind, according to several writers, were first 
discovered in 1344, by an Engfishman of tiit 
name of Ovington; but the Portuguese finU 
took possession of them in 1431, when thef 
found them uninhabited and covered with wood) 
which being cut down and burned, the scMi'was 
rendered abundantly fertile, and has* coatimied 
so ever since* 

Madeira, which is the laiiger island. Is nM 
hundred and eighty miles in circumference, and 
possesses a most delightful climate, and a pei^ 
petual sjpriog. It is composed of :one continued 
lull, that extends from east to west, on the soutif* 
em declivity of which are vineyards, and the. 
seats: of the richest merchants. Madeira abotmds 
with wine, com, oil, sugar, and fniito ; the tre^ 
are perpetually in Idossom ; and the^ sdi 'being 
w^H watered and fertiliaed by several rivcFS, 
produces every delicious vegetable- that eqi 
^sontribttte to the luxury or gmtification t^ Ml* 
This was the first place in the west where Site 
msuiu&cture of sugar was attempted, okd^ from 
whence the plantations wm removed^ to; ^kit 
Brazils. The sugar that is made in this isiaad 
tbas a sweet smell and a beauti&l appearance. 
.Madeira is now chiefly distinguished for its tik« 
cellent winssy which seem intended bf Wmh 
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nondenee as a refreshment to the inhabitant* 
of the torrid zone. There are several sorts of 
theae wines, and it is computed that at least 
hrenty thoosand hogsheads are annually ex*> 
ported to other countries. The wine of this 
island not only endures a warm cMmatei but 
even impron^s by being exposed to the rays and 
heat of the sun* The most considerable town 
IB Fonchiak, which is fortified with a castle and 
battery of cannon. The inhabitants of this 
flace are the descendants of English and French 
fioman Cathoficksi and native Portuguese* llie 
clergy are exceedingly rich; and the essentials 
of rettgisn are very Uttle observed. 
. PosTo Sam TO, the other Madeira island, lies 
Of^Hisite to . the kingdom of Morocco, and, 
though extiiemely fertile and producUve, is only 
jiboat ten miles in circumference. The Portu« 
vguese fleets on a vo3rage of discoveries to the 
coast of Africa, in 1412, being surprised by a 
.itomi,^ were chiven upon this island, which, oh 
acooant of the protection it afiforded them, they 
•denominaled Porto Santo, or the Holy Port. 
The East India ships generally touch here to 
froeure wi^ and fre& provisions, as there 
•are aevend large and commodious harbours in 
which Uiey may ride secure. We must not for- 
get to mention that the islands oS Madeira a^e 
whdBy exempted from venomous animab ; and 
ihat if any noxious or poisonous reptiles be In- 
.Irodoeed^ they will immediately die. The air 
ttewtse iaealreraely salubrious, and is often re-^ 
'Commended fiir pulmonick complaints, 
s AzoBEs* It has never yet been determined 
^whether the Azores are to be reckoned among 
:^ ftumber of the Africanj Americai^ or Jam* 
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pean islands ; as they are situatec{ at nearly aif 
equal distance from those several parts of ,the 
vorld : they lie in the Atlantick Ocean, between 
twenty-five and thirty-two degrees of west Ion-" 
gitude^ and between thirty-se^en and forty de*-' 
frees of north latitude. They were first disco- 
vered by a merchant of Bruges in Flanders j 
who^ sailing to Lisbon^ was accidentally driveri, 
upon them by a storm, and gave them the ap-' 
pellation of the Flemish islands. Boasting, how- 
C!ver, of his discoveries, on his arrival at Lisbon^; 
the Portuguese immediately sent a fleet of ships' 
^> take possession of them ; and great numben^ 
ojT hawks and falcons having been observed, iii. 
tireir approach to these islands, they received 
the name which they have at present, though, 
they are sometimes called the Western Islands* 
Yhe sky here is clear and serene, and the air 
temperate and salubrious ; but violent earth- 
quakes and inundatibns of the sea' are frequent) 
^d from both these causes the inhabitants suffer 
considerably* They 'ift>oiindj however, with com, 
v^ine. and a varie^ <jf fruits, cattle, fish, an4' 
fowl. -4^ i > .^ 

St. Michael, ''ttifefvgest of the Azoresj^ i%' 
^^ost one hundi^A i^iles in circumference, and 
c^tains one city, five towns, twenty-two villag^Sj 
iAd upwards of fifty thousand inhabitants* JhiB 
i^and is luxuriantly fertile, and carries on a con- 
siderable commerce in com, wine, sind cattle* 
Its two principal harbours are Ponto Delgadat 
fO^d Villa Franca, which are insecure and dan-^, 
gerous for vessels. 

J, St. MARy, which is only ^bout four miles, 
long and three broad, is surrounded by a stron§^. 
«iid natural rampart of high ntountains} in sucS 
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r, that neither castles, nor fortificatlaii69 
me requisite for its defence* The interior part 
of the island is fertile, populous, and well culti- 
lUedy and supplies all the necessaries and con- 
Vmiiencies of life in great abundance* What 
^ie^ merits our attention is the establishment 
ciT a porcelain manu&cture, in which china- ware 
it happily imitated, and which constitutes th« 
pnnci{Kad article of commerce in this island* 
Porto is its chief town* St. Mary is surrounded 
by a tempestuous sea ; and a cloud, which coYert 
the summit of the highest mountain in this 
island, announces the approach of a stomu 
^Then this precursor and foreteller of the tem* 
pest appears, a sort of murmuring noise is heard 
m the air, the cattle see^ uneasy and terrified) 
and the birds retire to some places of conceal- 
ment. Soon after, the sea becomes agitated^ 
and ships must immediately abandon this dan« 
gerous coast, if they would avoid being dashed to 
pieces. 

Tbrcera, which is tUrteen miles long and 
six broad, has a spadoon tod commodious ha* 
Yen, for which reason it is #!• most important 
and vsduaUe of all the Azores. This island is 
of a circular form, and is strongly defended 
both by nature and art* It produces wheat and 
other grain, pasturage for cattle, and a great 
Tariety of lemons, oranges, and all those fruits 
common to tro^cal and European climates* 
Asgra, which is the metropolis of Tercera^ and 
of all the Azotes, is the residence of the gorer- 
sor, iand the see of a bishop, who is the suffra* 
gan aifd the dependant of the patriarch of Lis- 
bon; This capital is strong and populous, and 
contains several spacious street^) a cathedra]» 
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^t cimvchet, aa bQ^U»l> and etg hi 
The Brazil and J£ast India fieetfl gtnemlly touob 
at this tidaiid for refreshment* 
. The i^Uuidof Ga^ciasA, whicht it iasaid» de» 
rived its name fnnn the remarkable feriiHtf of 
|he apiit is about tea miles long and seven bra«4i 
fod contains twa towns> the principal of which 
m Sama Cruzy seated on a bay oC the sea whicli 
format commodious harbour catied Ccihistet and 
defended bf a fort and battery. 
y The island of $t. G'e;oftas is chiefijr <Ua|io* 
.gttishod for its lofty and valuable cedars* with 
yhich the natives carry on a ca^nsiderahle tradttt 
It is in some par^s rocky and mountainous ; huC 
in otherS} weU culiivafted and populous i. ^ad 
contains three towns and fonr viltegea^. . Tbtf 
capital is denominated ViJUa de Velas» ^id is a 
fmail and inconsidi^rabk place, vith .only ow 
church and one convi^ii but possosaes the advaiH 
^ge of a port. 

The island of Pico obtained its name bom a 
IfAy mountain^ tj»ci«u^|ii>^, ]jk& tbat of Teao- 
rilie^ in a peak, ^dt ^iid by smpe authors to b« 
nearly equal ti^ i4 j^^ h^ghu This tslao4 OMQr 
^ seen ajt.a gre9i>4istiMi<^ and is. sixteen miles 
iiji^length and fiv^.in breadth* Its productions 
|£« neaff]^ the same as those of aU th^ Aaores* 
Jtbe prlnj^ipal port is^t Villa des Lagens^ from 
l^hence the natives carry on a con^detitble tradio 
ivith winesi and various kinds of wood, particu<f 
^rly .cedar. 

. The island of Fatal, which is nnie miles in 
length ^nd three in breadth, derived its name 
from the great quantity of beech-trees with 
which ili was covered. The principal place la 
this isls^ is Villa de Horto> which has a har« 
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boor defended by a castle and batteries* In the 
feign of queen Elizabeth, the English, under the 
command of the eaois of Cnmberjand and Essex, 
took and burned a squadron of ships richly laden, 
which was in the harbour, made themselves mas- 
ters of this island, and destroyed its fortifications* 

The island oi Flurbs is tolerably lary>:ie, and 
ks capital is called Santa Cruz. It abounds tvitfi 
Wood, com, pasturage,, and other necessary and 
nse&l productions. The intiabitants live to A 
fpreat age ; and the island is populous. 
^ Cosvoy the last of the Azores, lies opposite to 
¥lort99 and derived its name from the great num* 
4ier of crows with whkh it abounded when first dis- 
eoveved* The whole circumference of the island 
is npt more than three leaguest and the coast, ex* 
icept two inatgnificant harbours, which can receive 
only vesseb of small size, is every wix:re suiv 
Toonded by a chain of rocks* 

The Azores, Kke the Madeiras, are wholly eac^ 
empted from poisonous or obnoxious animals, and 
when any of these creatures happen to be inb- 
ported, the air immediately destroys them. The 
inng of Portugal claim& and receives the tenth of 
all the productions of these islands, and the single 
'teticle of tobacco raises a considerable revenue. 
Wines, however, are the chief produce of the 
Azores, and twenty thousand pipes, or upward^ 
(n« annually exported* 
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CHAP. m. 4 

IF dse population of a country be deemed it 
just criterion by which to estimate ita prospe^ 
rity, how different, alas i is the present state o£ 
Egypt from its ancient greatness 1. In the floa« 
rishing days of Seaostris) it is stated that the pa* 
pulation of this country amounted to upwards^' 
of seventeen millions of souk. In the lapse^ how-^ 
ever, of a few centuries, the sword of the coo^ 
queror, the destruction of ciTil war, and the barney 
ml oppression of tyranny, reduced the inhabitants^ 
to hadf that numbers But even then it had not 
arrived at that pitch of adversity, which it has. 
since experienced : the caliphs, Turks, and Mat> 
melttkes, were desdned to increase ita misery^ 
and complete its deptesuon. It was these wm^ 
creants that impeded Uie progress, and destroy- 
ed the use, of science ; that laid waste works of 
great and publick utility, which, had cost the la«> 
hour of ages; that obstructed or neglected the 
canals, aqueducts, and lakes, wbkh had for their 
object the cultivation of the country ; and, at the 
conclusion of the eiglHeehth century, scarcely 
three millions ojf inhabitants could be numbered, 
throughout the whole extent of Egypt, 

This country is now divided into Upper and 
Liower Egypt. Upper Egypt consists of a long 
valley, which begins at Sienna and ends at Grand. 
Cairo. Two chains of mountains, w^ich take 
their rise from the eastern cataract, form the 
Vast contours of that qountry ; and dii:ecting their 
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course from south-east to north-west, tiU thejr 
reach the latitude of Ciuroi they then separate 
ami diverge to the right and left ; the one 
stretches to mount Colzoum, the other term!* 
nates in banks of sand^ near the city of Alexan- 
dria* Between these mountains the Nile flows,' 
as between two insurmountable barriers* Some* 
fimes smooth and tranquil, it slowly and majes- 
&:ally pursues that course which nature and art' 
have traced out for it ; at other times rapid and 
impetuous, reddened with the sands of Ethiopia! 
it swells, and disdaining its former boundaries, 
covers the country with its waters for a space of 
two hundred leagues* This valley is still as fer- 
tile as in the ancient and more prosperotis days 
cf Thebes ; but it is less citltivated, and its once 
renowned cities are levelled with the ground; 
while oppression, ignorance, and superstition) 
usurping the throne of iaw^ and of arts, keep 
them buried and in ruins- 
Lower Egypt comprehends the whole of that 
country situated between Cairo, the Mediterra- 
nean, the isthmus of Suez, and Lybia. The tri-" 
angular island called the Delta, which is included 
in this part of Egypt, is the most fertile in the 
world, and the glory of that country : its extent, 
however, is greatly curtailed by the ravages of 
its conquerors, who overthrew the eastern bul- 
wark of Egypt, and compelled the inhabitants 
to seek peace and tranquillity in the interior 
parts of the Delta. The earth is no longer wa- 
tered and cultivated with that care and attention 
)ii^ich distingijiisbed the ancients, and being also 
exposed to the ardour of a tropical sun, has 
been niostlr convetted into sandy and barren 
plains. Where fbrmeriy were seen rich lands 
Vol.. XIIK O 
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and flourishing towjus, nothing is to be ibotidat 
present but a few mean and wretched hamlets, 
surrounded by date trees ^d deserts* The 
numerous canals which intersected the coun- 
try ai'e now chiefly filled up, and have water in 
them only during the overflowiugs of ihe NUe# 
7he seven branches by which this river formerly 
spread through the Delta, and emptied itself int<^ 
the sea, are at present reduced to two, tiioae of. 
Rosetta and Damietta ; and one or two canals, na- 
vigable only during a part of the year, are the 
only remains of the rest* • 
' In the modern state of the country, however) 
wliere agriculture is properly aUcnded to, the 
beauty and variety of the surrounding scenery 
are still visible* l^he woods of palm -trees, whith 
grow on both sides of the river, are peculiarly 
pleasing to a traveller who enters Egypt from 
the sea. He is also not less astonished than de- 
lighted with the perpetual verdure and appear- 
ance t)f the lemon, the orange, the banana, the 
peachj and other trees, common to the country* 
The scene is pleasing on the westeni bank of the 
Nile, where Rosetta is situated, and from whence 
the river is seen covered with vessels. The coun- 
try in the Delta presents a prospect of an im- 
mense surfece, without mountain or hill, covered 
with harvests almost continually ; with high 
and tufted sycamores, and cassia, orange, and 
lemon trees* In the neighbourhood of Rosettat 
the grand and picturesque ruins of Balbitinum 
still exist. Farther eastward^ is beheld a majes- 
iick river covered with animation, the graces of 
the spring, the beauty of summer, and the rich 
luxuriance of harvest. Beyond ^he Delta, the 
i^ile branches into two divisioriv ^nd. the loitf 



d by Google 



tafipeftr m view ; and vbSst in one ^vico- 
t are seen sterile pAains and barren deserts, in 
another tbfif eye is n^eved with cultivated fiekli 
^nd pteasmg vceneiy. 

* .^ter ascending the Siud, or Upper Egyplf 
a "variety still more striking arrests the atten- 
liua. in NoTenber, when tlie Kite gradualif 
9etmns to his wonted coarser the inuat hav- 
ifests aooQ appear in the land which he has 
abandoned ; in one part they are sowing mehms 
and cucumbers ; in another they are ploughhig 
wi^ pxen, and furrowing the surface of the soil ; 
ami in a third, we may see the com and the 
idoura (or miUet) clothing, the fields with ver- 
dnre. The pyramida bui*^ on the sight, and 
"While the barrea and -sandy plains terrify the 
^raveiler^ those lofty structnres which equal the 
•nsuntains' height^ ill him with astoaishtacnt 
and aswe. Next appears the fertile province of 
•Fayoora, which exceed the praises and the ad- 
juration of Strabo ; md though 'eigl:^en centu« 
riea have elapsed since that travelter visited this 
country, it is still sapertor to aoy other part of 
"^S^P^ <^ greatly resembles the d^rscHption 
•vittc^ he has givtiD of it. in Fayoum, the olive 
and the vine are still cultivated, and oom^ bai^ 
ky^, and doura, form the regular oxeps in rota* 
•tkn, during eight months, in the year. The soil 
^moduces Say, sugar-canes, and vegetables in 
abundance, almost without cuhure ; and groves 
j^ fruit trees, in the number of which we may 
reckon the superb d^e, the banana, the fig, the 
xassia> and the pear tree, grow spontaneous 
o^ the pfains. In this provinee, the rose-tnae 
' Soma a considerable and valuable article of com- 
. 'merest They m^ collected iogQther. in.dusters> 
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and reared witH care ; and from its odoriferoas 
Aower h distiUed the fionous rose-water. Tlte^ wm 
mains of the lake Maris produces excellent fisiuM 
Ascending a &w leagues fiuther up the rtvct^ 
a chain of naked and lofty mountains bonnci thm 
pospecton each side; but betwixt the NUe loid 
them the ground b fit for agriculture, and -is Mi 
^Kood ctdtivation. In proportion/ however, to 
tn^ proxinutf of these mountainst the land near 
the river is founded to or neglected* At the 
£90t of these barren rocks villages appear, anct 
in their neighbourhood only does vegetatkNS 
fiourish* Approaching mount Kald, nothing^ ift 
seen but vast pUins of barren sand. BeyolMl 
this hill, the same dreary Und uncomfortable 
pDspect presents itaei^ The naturalist majr 
here find abundance of curious materials to «t^ 
tract aild employ hts attention. Rate and m^ 
known pknta, dtfierent species of birds and 
Insects, mintnds <^ various kinds, with moun- 
tains of grafitte and marble, and several strata 
of stone, are to be fc^nd within aliew Iraguiea 
of each side of the Nile, as &r as Syeae. Aiv 
rived near the middle of the Said, a variety of 
objects obtrude upon the sight. The minardi 
of Benisouf are lost in the horiaon ; innumerable 
viUages appear in view ; and the date trees cover 
and conceal Benangie. Eastward of the Ntlev 
and neariy as &r as Girge, the capital of Upper 
Egypt, isa range of mountains, which are farnolia 
^r the residence of the anchorites, who retired 
thither during the first agrs of the church. lo 
the neighboturhood of Girge, the gnound appears 
fertile and in fuU verdure; and beauUful gar- 
dens surround the town. Beyond thhi place, and 
as far as Syene, the land is chiefly, in the posses- 
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itoitmhaadfji -and seldom .an^r tbdifu t* 

>g T > CT i kit doM^tSy nodes, aad rugged ruMiiv- 



^ *Oo«sing the hiUe on the wtst» £^ptiaii Lf *- 
luMifipfluvin'fiilt Tiewt ov«r vbose eHent verjr 
fitds rvertfttre is to be nean^ Its iM^If tniitibiUuili 
«« Ante, ostriiiKAy-aiid the wHd anim»l» of tfie 
teerr; and m^y. towns, which ¥icre fefitteiif 
l^^oiow dud wsU built, iMite-now totally <di»*> 
ifip ewed> THe t«i«it<My Mtuated Wtweea tht 
Mie md-^he Red ^ea- is little else chan^a atndiyr 
i wm . ^ T» Mr, Bniee, who tmveUed ever this 
part of Egypt, it appeared replete with honob 
AteQtJt|rolve:ffnite» distant (Wnn the Nile« is a 
tfao)^ of moimtaiiis, of the ^most t»arr«ai ana 
diwy asfsist^ All^ the eo«i»ry> till tiear Cc^atif 
mr% leivel piM, bounded by whddis'olsaiid 9^ 
ia ^estitas^ of trets; shrubs, and oil kia4s «f 
htcbsi; >]^ha»nO'4Tbce9of 0bf Hring«ci^eatiirr I 
aajdevtn serpent^*aMd iiz^s, "antelsi^ atid oa« 
tricbes, .€be usual tlibfOjitants of tNa aotmt basren 
iftd dceary deseM, ave tet tt> beibwad 4iare« U 
a ffowto w) ^jiter, either braek^ or sweet; aiK| 
birds Kgatd the eoiUMcy a& pestDonMt. for none 
aie- seen to % ov0r>h« *♦ Tbe^son," says Mr^ 
Bntee, ^ wssbimitiig^liot, and. upon n^bing twa 
mieka together, they ^oek "fire ^ amai^^how nea« 
(he^ooiASry was of bfeing veditced' to a geoeval 
MiAftgratien/' hi the neighbottf^ieod of Coft^ 
sdr, tile coontvf is vatiegated with mountains of 
poqpliyry and mait)le ; With ^ti^ees growing in 
wild fcait'elegant confasidn^rotn the -sides of the 
UBb .end Irom tiie ^eMnks* of- the^ gitanite vtMks^ 
sad with vegetation partially interspersed over the 
plaihs. 

02 
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Let Hi dcflctnd iisom mouat CcdBoliiii».i 
approach the. Red Se^ Ita shores am.covored 
fvitii innumerabk shellst whose- beaiiljFy shap^ 
w^ colour, alfceroaitely attract aw* eyes» It i^ 
difKcttlt to choose In suqh a Tanety. Mtsno4 
plants ooier the rodcs ; the waters are filled wiill 
corals* som^ white, and others r^ a$ seartai 
Jdin .to these curious objectSf the vsi!»gaaetf 
SHurbles of Uie mouutaitiSf the precious naiim 
they coDtainy the plants whidi g^row atoo^itluf 
torreatb) the rare flints with which the sands "are 
atnewedy.and it jnust be admitted that alt tbesi 
mhea w^l deserve ^e attention of a nattnal^ 
isu* 

^ Such are the general outlines and appean^ice 
of this wonderfiil country* according to most 
writers and travellers who b»re vint^^£gy|il| 
but as it is our duty to {[ive our in&rmatien witk 
candour and impartiaUy* we subjmn the '9C^ 
^ount of M« Volney* who entertains sentimenfei 
on Hm subject widely different from this rdasi 
tioQ* /^ As for the prospect of the eountrftit 
offers little variety ( nothing is to be seen ix^ 
paUn treesf single or in clumps* which tecoma 
Jewer in proportion as you advance $ wretched 
vtUi^s of mud* walled huisj and a tiouBdless 
jj^n, which at different seasons is an ocean of 
JCeesh water, a miry morass, a verdant field,' or a 
dusty desert ; and on every »de an exibaisiw^ 
and foggy horizon, where the eye is wearied and 
disgust : till at length, towards the junction 
of the two branches pf the river, the movolaina 
of Grand £airo are discovered in the east, and 
to tho south-west three detached masses afipeai^ 

• Savary'ft Travels. $ 
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Mchi fiNHn Iheir triangiifatf fenn, aie knoKim td 
be the pyramids; We now enter a vaJley whidi 
Innw lo the sonthwardy between two ridges of 
IcufaUel eminences. That to the east} which ex« 
lends lo tlie Red. Sea^ merits the name of a moun- 
tain from the steepness of its ascenty and thai of 
a desert fiom its nadve and savage aspea ; but 
tba western is nothmg but a ridge of rock cover-* 
cd with sand) which has been very properly 
knned a natural moond> or causeway . 
; *' To describe Egypt in two words» let th« 
leader imagine, on one side^ a narrow sea and 
mksi on the other immense plainsof sand ; and 
in the middle, a river flowing through a valley 
efone hundred and fifty leagues in length, and 
bom three lo seven widey whicht at the di»> 
tance of thirty leagues from the sea» separates 
iiito two arms* the branches of which wander 
wcr a country, where they meet no obstacles^ 
md which is almost without declivity. If he 
figures to himself a fiat plain* intersected with 
eanals, under water duiing three monUis, marshy 
and -rank with vegetation during three other% 
tod dusty and parched the remainder of the year : 
if he imagines a number of wretched mud-walled 
iHd bii^ villages, naked and sun-burnt peasants, 
huffidoes, camels, i^camore and date trees thirdy 
•cattered, lakes, cultivated fields, and vacant 
grounds of considerable extent ; and adds, be* 
Bides, a sun darting his rays from an azure sky^ 
almost invariably free from ck>uds, and winds 
constantly blowing, but not always with tba 
^ame strength, he will have formed a .tolerably 
)uat idea of the natural ai4>ect of this country.^ > ' 
^^ The face of nature, eternally the same, pre* 
yents nothing but well-fed herbs^ fertile fields, a 
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nfuddyi'iVerra sea df frbSfi Wfttfcr, arid vi MJ j tr 
wtricfr, ipidh^ out of it, - resemble isliids. SiRwflfr 
the eye 'teach the hortzott, we are tenified "ill* 
fiwdiftg nothing but 'savage deserts, where ifttf 
Wttfidc?rtng- traveller, ekhairsted with fttfgueflrHf 
thi^t, shudders at the Immense space which 86^' 
fxlvafea him "fihom'the \t0fld; "In vain -he M 
phjrcs heaven and efirtii : 'his crtes, lost hi t^' 
houndfess plain,' are ito^ even returned by M. 
echo; destitute 'of 'evfery tMng, and 9tpM^ 
from mankh^, he peHshcs in im agoriy of dc*' 
spair,' amid a gloomy desert, ^vitholtt even'-ihy- 
consolation of knowing that he has excfted "dxT 
sympathising tear. 'Hie' cohtt^t of this' mehuiy, 
choly scene, so *iear,' has probably given to <lfe^ 
citUiyat^d fields of Egypt all their charms.' Tfcf* 
bamenness of the desert %ecom[ea'a- foil*t6'\he 
plenty of the plains; ^tered by "the river: isA 
the a^>cct 'of the parched sands,' s6 ^otalfy 'im^ 
productive, adds to' the pleasured tlie countiiy 
offeH. ' These may' have iJeen wore ndmettM 
In fornier times, and might rieVivfe under the iit^ 
Ihlence of a well regulated government ; but'S 

!>yesent, the riches of nature produce if ot Arf 
ruits which might be expect<ed. In vairf ifnay; 
tfbvettefs celebrate the gardens of Rosfetta anrf' 
of Cairo. The Turks are strangers to the m 
of gardening, so much cultivated by pofiiWetf ' 
nations, and despise every kind of ' agritdftfifK 
Throughout the empire, their gardens afe onJjr 
wild orchards, in which trees are planted with*' 
out care or art, yet have not even the merit' of i' 
pleasing iiregularity. In vain may' they tettitf 
of tftfeir orange trees arid cedars, which gror# ■ftiti' 
turally in the fields. Accustomed as we are' to 
eomhtne the ideas of opulence and xuhure with ' 
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these 'trees, ^'mce with us they are oecessaiilf 
qi^ected with them, we do not discover the de- 
ctpdaa. In Cgypt^ where they are frequentf 
9ad> as I may say, vulgar, they are associated 
ugA the misery of the huts they cover, and recal 
<^f the idea of poverty and desolation* In vain 
da Xhej describe the Turk softly reposing under 
thdr shade, and happy in smoking his pipe 
without reflection. Ignorance and folly, no 
dfmbt, have their enjoyments, as well as wit and 
learning » but, for my own part, I confess I 
could never bring myself to envy the repose of 
sbves, or to dignify insensibility with the name of 

The government of Egypt appointed by the 
Ottoman Porte, to which this province apper- 
tams, though latterly it had nearly shaken oflTall 
dlegiance, is entirely military and despotick. It 
tonststs of a divan, or council of regency, com« 
posed of the pacha and the chiefs of seven mili* 
tary corps. To the pacha it belqngs to notify 
to the divan the orders of the Porte, to expedite 
the tribute to Constantinople, to make suitable 
preparations for defendipg the country against 
in invasion, and for counteracting the selfish 
and ambitious views of internal parties* The 
divan possesses the right and power of rejecting 
the orders of the pacha, and even of deposing 
Wm from his office, when urgent and weighty 
reasons seem to demand it ; and to this council 
it belongs to ratify and confirm all publick ordi- 
nances. Twenty-four beys, or governors of pro- 
viaces, are intrusted with the care of restraining 
&e incursions of the Arabs, of superintending 
Ifte collection of the revenue, and the whole civH 
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govcmmtmt of the x:ountry ; but it is intetfiftM 
that then* atithority should be passive, amd'MBA) 
they shdl be only the mstruments of tjie dil^K^ 
, It is probable that the a>'arice and anibhioff j'" 
the pachas, who seldom or never undertake ' 
bflUce with any othei* intention than to ent 
themselves by impoverishing the people, h 
greatly contributed to the depopulation and djci 
cay of Egypt. The pacha fremiently purchaittl^ 
bis office with a large sum or money, and bf 
a^p^ecing to pay to the Grand Signior an WB^ 
.nuity, which is transmitted every year to CpB^ 
stantinople, together with provisions, articles of 
dress, spicea, trinkets for the seraglio, presenta.ite' 
the sultans and the ministers, and subsidies fyi^ 
the militia. The other emoluments of his office, 
therefore, he is permitted to retain, without belt^ 
called to any account for their dist^utsement. 

It is necessary, that the pacha should makehij 
fortune in the space of three yearsf the ordinary 
term of the duration of his powen The patent, 
however, for continuing his office during that 
lime must be annually renewed by the Grand 
Signior, for which he receives a valuable perqui- 
site ; and the pacha, in order to indemnify himself 
for these heaVr expenses, disposes of everj' thing 
for money. The printrpal sources of revenue in 
Egypt are nearly coeval in their institution with 
Mahometanism itself. The most ancient tri- 
bute, and that which was imposed by the Arabian 
prophet, is the zecchat, or tenth of the produc- 
fions of the earth. This was intencied not to 
affect property under a certain value, but to re- 
lieve the indigent and the necessitous, and to'be 
levied in double proportions on the unbeliever; 
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Tlie Kcchat^ however, is neither appKed to ito 
original purjMse, nor raised on lands or houses; 
' Hi ihe impost ia laid on sdl merchandize im- 
rled into the country* The second tribute i% 
ic chy^raj^e, and denotes any tax on land) or odi 
tbe p^i'sons of Jews and Christians* 

The princi ;iil im^jo^it on land wap a chara^ of 
wo piitackes on eacli foddan *, which, at the trrne 
efSuliati Mim, estimating the cultivated lands 
in Eg^^vpt at tsvo millions one hundred thousand 
mvc^ would raise a sum of six hundred and thirty 
dtDusand pountls sterling. At present, however^ 
when on]) two LhircJs of that quantity of land is 
cultivated, tht; hey a, in order to make up the de- 
ficiency, levy five or six patackes per foddan^ 
wiikh rai-'^es this branch of revenue to upwards 
of oQc null ion and a quarter. But some districts 
in Upper Egypt are still in arrear*. 

It is difficult to form u just and correct idea of 
&e sufltis raised by the customs of the sea-ports^ 
or by the internal commerce of Africa. A cara* 
▼an, however, that contains meix:handize of the 
value of one hundred and fifteen thousand pounds 
wiU pay a fine or tribute of seven thousand 
five hundred pounds. The capitation tax on un- 
Wlievers, vrhich is goierally denominated the 
jizie, amounts to seventy-£ve thousand pounds* 
The rest of the revenue consists of casualties ; as 
forfeitures, small imposts, and tolls on the Nile* 
The number of the two latter amounts to BbovA 
diree hundred and sixty. Of the revenue thus 
raised, about six thousand pounds should be an« 
aually sent to Constantinopk ; but itis frequentlf 

' ♦ TTfiepatacke may be rated zX from tHree shlllitig^ ttt 
Hireeshi^iinss and foiir-p«nce. Tke foddan tse<|uivalettt 
,to an acre. 
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retaiiled un&r the pretence of erectitig^ pntsHfK 
works *. *^* 

The authorit]^ of the divan or cooncil over tte 
actions of the pacha, or governor, is not v€tf 
inconvenient to him, especially as he has it m 
his power to confer upon them lucrative aoi 
honourable ofiices, which will induce them to 
comply with his wishes and requests. TfeA 
Turkish militia are no where so insolent afil 
haughty as in Egypt. This conduct of the sd^ 
diery may have been occasioned by the liberff 
and indulgence granted them by the pacha, whil 
sometimes finds it necessary to emptoy them tik 
opposing the beys, and in levying the imposts; 
By these^means, the safety of the people is not 
only endangered by them, but foreign merchants^ 
Europeans as well as others, are subjected to in* 
solence and oppression, which they can avoid on* 
ly by the payment of a sum of money. 

The inhabitants of Egypt may be divided into 
four principal races of people, each of whose 
origin is widely different. The Arabs, who are 
the most numerous, may be subdivided into three 
classes : First, th^ posterity of those who, on the 
conquest of Egypt by Amrou, hastened from 
every part of Arabia to settle in a country so ce* 
lebrated for its fertility and productions ; and 
whose complexion is almost black. Secondly, the 
Africans, or Occidentals (called also Mograbian% 
or men qf the west Jy who have arrived in Egypt 
at different times, and under different chiefs ; 
both these classes follow husbandt*y. Thirdly) 
the Bedouins, tribes of whom appear every year 

. * General Regnier estimates the amount of tke revenaeft 
of £gypt> diMring the time theFrench were in poMessioii of 

tliat (^ountr/, at twenty-one millions of francks/rr,^Mwm« 
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||^, jjhe inundation* and again .ictire . in tiii 
spring into the depths of the deserts. Pacifick in 
ii^ own canrip, ^ey are eveiy where else in an 
|KB}>itual state , of war^re* 

.. Next to the- Arabs, the Copts are the most nu* 
IPderops inhabitants of Egypt. Several families 
pf this people are found in the Delta, but tho 
greater part, inhabit the Said, or Upper Egyptt 
Inhere they occupy whole villages. The Copts 
a^e the descentknts of those who were conquer* 
«i by the Arabs ; and who were a mixture of 
Original Egyptians, Persians, Greeks, and Ro- 
mans* They were among the first that embraced 
the christian religion, which they still prbfess; 
but being Eutychians, they abhor, and are ab- 
iiorred by, all other Christians. The Copts 
having been always, acquainted with the intenor 
parts of the country, have become the deposi- 
taries of the registers of the lands and tribes ; 
and, under the name of writersy are the inten- 
iahts^' sectaries, and collectors of the government. 
Ifhese writers iare no less despised by the Turks 
whom they serve/ than hated and detested by the 
peasants whom th^y oppress, and form a kind of 
jeparate class of the people. 
*' The Turks are the third race of the inhabitants 
pt Egypt, and,, at least nominally, are the mas- 
ters of the country. After the conquests of 
Egypt by Selim, they eatablished themselves 
Sere ; but they are seldom to be met with except 
at Cairo, where tliey exercise the arts, and occupy 
the religious and military employments. 

The Mamelukes are the fourth race of the lUr 

habitants of Egypt. They were originally white 

tiaves, natives of different parts of Turkey, who 

Were purchased by the agents of the beys at 

Vol. XIII. P 
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OMatohtimpifty or biougte !)» Ci^ h^pti^n/tUt 
ntnehaotst on speculation. When these «« 
ftund maoffioienly Waok slaves* fpom the interior 
of Africa are substituted; and^ ameini^ the Bfe^ 
mehikeSf a few. A«»triaDs^ and Russtans^ mwy be 
found) who have abjured their religion and eoQH^ 
trf for an establishment in a foreign land. Th»^ 
l^tonelukes are hardy^ capable ^ enduring^ fk^ 
tigue) of undaunted courage, and eminent sfcitf 
in horsemanslup and the use of the sabre* 'f heii^ 
horses are oC the finest Arabian breed* Thei^ 
' dress is always of a militarf cast ; and they geae« 
pally go armed with a pair of pistols^ a aabre)r 
and a dagger* When on horseback) they cait^' 
a pair of horse-ptstols and a battlewaxe* Cach" 
Mameluke receives- from his master a horae and* • 
arms> with a suit of clothes annually. They 
have no stipulated pay, but eat at a table of thefr^ 
master, who always supplies them with what rooM 
ney they want. 

The arts which flourished so much here fbi* 
gMrly, are now in a^state of total decline. In the 
xnsuiner of perfonning the sepulchral ritesf we 
may stiU, however, discern among the moderoi 
Egyptians a few traces of the customs and ppe« 
eautions of their wise forefathers. With the 
method of embaltning they are^ indeed unac- 
quainted ; but the care they exhibit in disposhig 
#f the bodies of the dead, though it be alstf 

• The conditlonof aslave in l^pt is mvKh superior te 
the state of those • wretched beings in other coimtriet* 
When he is dls(u>ptented with his master, he can compel 
him to carry him to the market and offer him for sale to 
snother. He can also authorize any fVfce person to pur- 
chose him. The child of a ftmale shiye^ if begotten 1^ 
i«r fnaMer, is ^ofiohJ^^cet 
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^RPNfible to 4ht atH€e and injuhetions of the 
lAMbnn prophi^ must neverthel^s be admitted 
|» W Ae reoinaiUy or the shadow, of that ancienti 
«K0iii«liing9 and now forgotten device* The an* 
m&ait^ iBftde their sepuldind monuments grand 
aad mugnificeiit ; the modems make them agree- 
Mo> «nd adorned with pompous inscriptions and 
pavitionS) where the friends of the deceased, who 
lts6vt thkhe^ every Friday to repeat their me- 
Ivicholy adieus, may enjoy tite coolness of the 
sir. "B^ch sex, and also slaves, hare their pe- 
euUar litnds of monuments. The sciences in 
Egypt begaa to decay under the Mamelukes; 
and itfider the Turks thqr hare become toti^ 
extinct. 

. Vlwougheitt all Egypt, there are only three or 

fcor tities In which the Tucks keep any garrison^ 

Csiro, the capital, and tfie residence of die pach% 

who here exhibits his grandeur and the bey« 

Iheu^ luxury, is of an oval form, and covers am 

extent of about 'ftree leagues. Thb dty was 

atfgiimUy tcircumscribed with a wall, a few 

fiag»ents <of whidi only remaim The houses 

are iH built, and the streets are narrow, t:ro6ked, 

«Mi <&ty. The inhabitants esctend m slight 

.caODpy from one house to another, in onder to 

defend Ihemsekres from the burning rays <rftto 

ad^^y sun. This city contains above three 

knndiied mosques, one of which is ornamented 

with pillars of jnavble and Persian xrarpets, and 

its revenues are immense. The habitation of the 

pidha contains nothing remarkable. The inKa* 

bhants of this city ate Turks, Mamelukes, Greeksi 

Syrians, Arabs, Copts, Moors, Jews, and Euroi^ 

p^ans; and their number has been estimated at 

thiee 9t .&ur huiKksed thousand. In Cairo 'th* 
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Splendour and prodigality of Inxury may be cofl* 
trasted with the rags and nakedness of wanlf^ 
and whilst the excessive opulehce of those who 
beat^ rule and authority is considered, the disgoslb 
ing and frightful poverty of the far tnore nume- 
rous class will not fall to present itself to view. 
It is the centre of the trade of the Red Sea widi 
Alexandria and Rosetta. 

Alexandria has nothing lef^ of its atickfit 
-grandeur and magnificence* Rosetta is one ef 
the most considerable and pleasant towns -W 
£gypt; and being the commercial depoBkoiy 
between Cairo and Alexandria, dlfitise^ lifi^ 
modon, and abundance. Suez, which msffks 
out the extremity of that line of commerce ex^ 
tending fbom the bottom of the Red Sea to the 
ports of the Mediterranean^ is but a small towi^ 
and most unfavourably situated, on a put:faed 
and- sandy soil, and destitute of water and pro^ 
visions. Owing, however, to its commerce, this 
place is sufficiently well {)rovided. About' two 
leagues from the town a deep ditch is still to be 
s^enj which is supposed to be the commencement 
of the canal projected more than once by the 
kings of Egypt and the Ronoan emperors, in 
order to form a junction of the two seas *. Da« 
mietta is built in the form of a crescent, and 
being the dep6t between Egypt and Syria^ pos^ 
aesses considerable trade in the productions of 
those countries} but its European commerce is 

• Mr. Brown informs usi in his Travels inEgjpt, per- 
formed in 1792, that when at Suez, being, desirous of 
visiting the eastern parts of the canal cut by Adrian. 
Which extended from fiirket-es-Sheid to Suez, he request- » 
cd his guides to accompany him thither, which they rc^ 
fused ; but they affirmed that marks of this canal still exp 
isted 

Digitized by Google 



MmxrtB 1S1 

HfliRg «fid tmimpoftant. Its intehHtntt amovi^t 
im afeecit eigtit^r thousaBd. 

- TheCopdckohiirchconaisUt^apftlmrchyWho 
h elected to his office at Ca^ro, and resiites at 
Alexandnay of which he is fnetropolkan ; tfA 
of one hundred and forfy bishops, his suflfhijg;anii9 
V^ E^ypt, Syria, Nuhia, and Abfsuma* Th6 
whole O^ck clergy and laity are oppressed by 
the ^;oiremment» and labour under the greatest 
pcverty, and the most stubborn and deplorably 
%noraiice» This church has aH the hierarchical 
degrees favmd in that of Rome. It has embrace^ 
the tloctrtiie of Eutychius, who taught that therf 
wms only one nature in Jesus Christ *• Several 
Jewish rites and ceremonies have been also adopt- 
feA by them, and they observe them with greater 
seal and precision than the most essential parts 
of religion. Circumcision they consider as 4 
matter of the greatest necessity ; and it is ex- 
taided to persons of both sexes. Baptism ii 
p er form ed on the males kt the end of forty day^ 
mid on the females at that of eighty days, after 
their birth* In this they adhere to the ordi- 
nances of Moses, which required that period of 
time for the purification of the mothers, who 
must assist at the ceremony. A celebrated doctor 
tl the Romish church has proved, that they are 
truly orthodox in their faith, relative to the real 
bresence and body of Christ in the sacrament* 
They practise confession ; but instead of a pri* 
Vate and particular detail of their sins, nothing 
tnotcis required than a publick and general accu- 
sation of themselves ; after which they are ab* 

* Eatychtui, the founder of this sect, wa9 j^triarch of 
Ajezandrla. 

P2 



d by Google 



lit BGTvr. 

wfAvtA by the bishop or priest* Mtfi ia i g e» wob 
performed in the pre8^>ce of th^ priest, andltp 
his adnitnistRttion. These are not, howeveni^ct- 
disioluble: divorce is practised amon^ theiojs 
«nd even the women, a custom rarely to be mf| 
with in these parts, may sue £ac a sepa^t^on Irotai 
thdr husbands, which the patriarch seldom: re? 
toes. They are much addicted to fastinf^ ; c^ 
^ve a Lent which commences forty-fivse ds^fm 
before Easter, and another which begins £orty^ 
three days before Christmas; besides many vi? 
gtls, on which abstinence also is necessary* 
During these fasts, they eat neither flesh, fisb^ 
fowl, eggs, butter, nor oil; drink nothings but 
water ; take only one meal daily, a little be&re 
sun-set ; and oblige their sick, and children who 
have arrived at the age of ten years, to observe 
the same regulations. 

" These (the Greek monks) have been succeed- 
ed by Copts, or natives of Egypt, who having 
embraced Christianity, have seen arise amoD^ 
them some of those congregations to whiQh nien 
have agreed to give the epithet of religious, though 
most of them are nothing but sinks of idleness 
and vice. Here barbarism and stupid ignorance 
likewise took up their abode, perpetuating the 
memory of ancient anchorites, who, imagining 
themselves bom to be useless, retired in the prime 
of life to bury themselves from society in these 
remote solitudes* One Saint Macarius rendered 
himself particulariy famous, so that his name was 
given to the desert, which the ancients had dis* 
tinguished by that of Nitria. 

" The present residence of the Coptick Centf- 
bites is called Za'kU el Baramous^ and by the Arab^, 
Kasr Zdidi^ It is an enclosure of lofty ,widl% 
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:^ritheQtoiiyapeTtOPe$ ibr#ecaanol admit uacIot 
^Mt desdiption a little gale, which is opened onlf 
two or three times a year. People goliig in or 
conuog^ out are hoisted up or lower^ down bjr 
SdeaDs of a large rope and a paUey. The whote 
cfthe edi&^e is constructed of soft calcareous 
stones, several of which contain fossil shells. 
Within the walls there is a kmd of small fortresSf 
surrounded with ditches^ over which is a draw- 
bridge. To this the monks retire, if the Arabs 
force the oiiter wall. 

^ Service is performed in Arabiek and in mo- 
dem Coptick) that is to say, in Gredi Coptick, 
Jbr the real Coptick, or the language of the Pha« 
neo^ is no longer known to the present Copts. 
The gospel is read in Arabiek, that all may under- 
stand it: and though their prayers are- still re- 
peated in modem Coptick, which is intelligible to 
most of the monks, none of these can speak it, 
^ of them conversing in Arabiek only. It is 
impossible, however, to give an idea of the con- 
iuMon that prevails in their services. When I 
Was at the convent it had twaity-three inhabi- 
tants in the whde. They all eat ti^;ether in the 
i^efectory, one reading during the time of meal, 
which is as coarse as possible. The whole of their 
£tfe consists in bread, or rather biscuit, made 
with the flower of lentils and rice boiled in 
«adt and water, without any sauce, vile cheese, 
and sometimes a little honey. But the most 
disgusting to me was the brackish and ilKtasted 
.watei> which constitutes their sole beverage. 
Their provision is the produce of the collecti<»Rs 
tkity make, and chiefly the alms of the wealthy- 
Copts at Cairo. Caravans of camels bring them 
some two or three times a^year f and the Ai^ 
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thiur owBt In feet, those who rpasn the deseMi 
are oeitftiQ of Sodiiig iu thes^Cd^iUck mooa^teri^'] 
erf rjr thing necessaiy for (AemBelves and tli«|K ' 
h0r«e«* Tliey h»ve only to ring a little heU^ tiiM/ 
stniig of wUch hanga without^ and as aoim tt^ . 
they are reconnoitered.from the top of the w«^ ,' 
they receive whateyer they want •i" 

The followera of the Greek church, Mve al^o vern , 
QumenHia in Egypt) but the Turks treat it wltfei ' 
less &vour than Uie Coptick. These two cbiMx;bi^ ' 
entertain a mental hatred and aversion br em6kk 
Qther» erer since the conquest of Egypt by tbo \ 
Turks i and though the cathoUck missiopuri^ , 
have endeavoured to terminiite their dtssentioiub , 
and (o reconcile both to the chuicb of Romej their 
at^Qipts have been hitherto fruiUess, and witho^ 
effect. ' 

The celebrated caravan of Mec^:^ sets im(, 
&PSI Caifpf where A gre^t multitude of pUgriin^': 
assemble yearly from Turkey in Europe, Asish . 
and Africa. The object etf this carav^ is con^ [ 
merce, as well as devotion ; apd it therefore re« , 
turns home laden with the riphe^ productions 
of Persia and India. The number of those who 
compose this cavalcade seldom amounts to les^ 
than forty thousand} and in times pf peace, whei% * 
awnmerce is not obstructed, is frequently greatetf / 
They are generally escorted by some of the best , | 
troops in Egypt} at the head of which is tlie emir 
ha^f or firkice qfthepUgrima. This person i^ 
generally an opulent bey, appointed by the pacha 
to superintend and take charge of this devotional 
and commercial expedition ; and who, besidea 
the troops already mentioned, maintains four 

• Sonnini'i Travels la Upper aad LoWer Egypt, ^ 
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or fi^e hundred horsemen at his own expense^ 
and has the power of life -and death during the 
journey* The caravan arrives at Mecca in the 
period of one hundred days ; and the pilgnms are 
iqxier the necessity of carrying provisions with' 
them to supply them on the road during that 
time. The poor, however, are assisted by the 
rich* The departure of the caravan from Cairo is 
Mk>wed by festivals and rejoicing* It is joined 
on the road by several smaller ones, insomuch 
that, previously to its arrival at Mecca, it is 
sometimes increased to double its original num« 
ber* V^e have already intimated, that though 
the only ostensible object of those who undertidie 
this journey is to offer up their devotions at the 
tomb of Mahomet, yet many accompany the 
pilgrims, and join the caravan, for the sake of 
carrying on tfieir commerce with greater safety* 
These two different classes of people, however, 
merchants as well as devotees, are, on their re« 
turn, honoured with the title of hadgibr pilgrim, 
which serves as a proper name — Uadgi Maho* 
met, Hadgi Mustapha, — and occasions them to 
be treated, with particular reverence and respect* 
It is also the cause of their enjoying the first 
place at all publick ceremonies, and of being al- 
most, always exempted from corporeal punish- 
ment, which is as common in Africa as in 
Asia* * . 

' The plague frequel^dy makes dreadful havock 
in Egypt* It appears every spring, and is most 
violent ancl destructive during the months of 
February, March, and April ; but in May it ge- 
Aerally disappears* Various and contradictory 
accounts have been given of the causes of its 
existeacc aqd diaappofumice* It in, howercr. 
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909 ^nemHy 4«rcf d, that Co^ io JHie ^CiN 
9M>tber of the ptogue i but that it is carrlpd lM» 
Uier irom other coimtried ; §^ jt is tniilii.rgA 
^hat firlctioD of the bedims pf persons eofpamm^ 
tfi that dwease* with lol^ewtfOMEQ oUof *<^ivci^.-i» 
aot .only a pneservative ^igainftt» but an «fl 
means of remoWng, ^the^ malac^^ Tbei 
q£ its dis4{^ariog in May or )mmy is the 
^l^aat whidi .then ei^ists ; biM aa -dews ;foll 
great profuaioft during the fught at that tioMar 
U^e auperstiUo^s inh^taiitB, Copts as wsell :M 
Xurlra, consider tt»e e&c^ as the cause) 4Uid a^ 
^ first iy)peaianoe of this dew pneleadftfaat^^i 
i^ a messenger iK>m heaven^ and' their /coomiflii 
pi^airecb isy ^< &u John is aonse) adten u> tiio 
plague 1" 

The disorders of Jiie ^nes f^pear tate^ca»i 
demical) and have bean mmarhed ever shuse idie 
4ajra of Herodotus* It woidd appear a aiiv 
gular and astonishing circumstance lo an Bqkn 
pean> to see alnu^st every -fourth person ia £gnr^ 
bUnd of one eye» or of both* or affected infck 
an inflamaiatinn of tbeip. ^oh» kow&anv <>> 
the case ; and so ooimnon is the ooeticneDoai^ 
^t the fni^brtune of the k>ss of eight m vienred 
with the greatest sipathy and nnoanc^n. ~ 
thongh this disease prevails to such an 
it js. jat;ber AurpH^tag that no. means huwei 
' made use of, either to prevent the disorder* fit. 
tp moderate its loolenoe; Tb^f. iiave, indeed^ 
erected hospitals Ibr^the reoeption and v^ainfi 
trance of the tblind) aftd in which th^ are pan 
tected&^n waiUand indigence ; and Sa^^wry a* 
lates, tib^ti in iraOy eight thousand .of this oaa 
fortunate class of peQ|^ were ppowided uMtm 
4«$;fPt si^sjtoen^ in Om gi^fat jnojifDe at i^opM 
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tfate' drigiiY 0f thift complaint, among which vm 
liMy reckon the vapours exhaled i)t)m the stag^ 
ftafft waters ; the nitrons quality of ^e toil ; tM 
vevcrberation of a scorching sun from the earth } 
ttcrpes^eroos south wind ; and the burning sand 
teattered in the atmosphere. 

'Egfyt having been f^ed from the power and 
dtaittiinion of the Romans, i:^ the reign of He^ 
fttdiDs became ^abject to the jurisdiction of the 
ci£{>hs of Bagdad, or the caliphs of Abassidesi 
Tfeeif^ ao^tority, however, in that coun- j^ q^ 
try, was incotisiderabM, and of short du- 650. ' 
ttition* The commanders of the troops in- 
deed> to whom force and the right of war gav€ 
Xtower, as a token that they intended to keep^ 
possession of the kingdom only by the con* 
8»)t of the Abasside caliphs, caused the munfie^ 
of the latter to be mentioned in the publicfif 

Eers5 which iwight be c(»isidered as a coii^ 
on and proof of subjection to their auth6rity* 
About that time, however, there arose in Africti 
»riv^ cidtphs^ under ^e name of the Fatemite ; 
Hie fourth prince of which, named Moezz^ having 
Mxbed Egypt, trati^xnted thither ali his trea^ 
#»e8, andeventhe^ashes of his ancestors, in orde^ 
to- prove that he never intended to return to his 
ether Afrieioi possessions, and that this kingdom 
should become the seat of his future residence. 
. No sooner wte MoesKZ instaRed in his neW dy^^ 
nHsty^ dian* he commanded the name of the ca^^ 
fiphof Ba^adto be erased from the'praycrs^ 
ahd his own' to be inserted in its stead. This dew 
flived the latter of the little influence and ire-' 
jE^pect which he ettjoj^ed in Egypt, but pro^ 
duced'MMmtnmeeft on his- party which wertf 
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always ineffcetnal and wkhout .mice^M. Tbe 
magnificence of these new caliphs U very mneh 
extolled : it was suited to their vast power a^ 
immense riches ; and they erected the moit 
grand and sumptuons palaceSf divan, aeragliei 
mo squesi and other publick edifices ; being nioi^ 
desirous of constructing new building^i than 
of preserving the old| which might have proved 
equally honourable and advantageous to tbe|P. 
Their ministers and attendants were -numerous s 
|Uk1 tbe furniture of their apartments in the cijff 
or in the field, could noit be surpassed for ric^ 
ness. These princes not only showed thensaelfss 
to the people during splendid ceremoni^ but 
appeared daily in publick, to hear .complaiiits 
and to administer justice* After the time of 
Moezz, the ceremony of taking possession of 
the throne was performed with the greatest 
pomp and splendour. The cavalcade^ wbidi 
consisted of all the grandees, officers, and prind- 
pal subjects of the kingdom, proceeded throu^^ 
streets covered with rich carpets, strewed witb 
flowers and odoriferous plants, to the mosqg^ 
where they offered up prayers and thanksgivings 
to the Almighty, and the caliphs rendered ho* 
mage for their crown to the Supreme Being* 
This being performed, they were attended with 
the same pomp to the tomb of their ancestors, 
where they were reminded, in the most striking 
manner, of the brevity of human life, and that 
every earthly possession is vain, mutable, aiy} 
deceitful. This latter cerempny, if properly 
and duly attended to, was calculated to awaken 
the justest ideas of the weakness and frailty of 
man : and was certainly equally instructive with 
the custom of burning f}ax before th& popes*, j 
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%' "TMoea* diad ii^ the age of eighty-five, after a 
f loigti of twenty-one years in Africa, and of forty 
^M Cairo, of which city he was the founder. He 
fit igsaid to have been a prince of singular justice 
viBid moderation ; and his virtues and exploits 
'iiaVe been extolled by the celebrated Hani, a 
•'poetoC Arabick extraction, who, upon somedis- 
^Qontent or ill-treatment, retracted what he had 
before said in his praise, and bitterly satirised 
him. Moezz ordered his body to be interred 
<in the magnificent mosque at Cairo, which he 
had erected, and in which were deposited the re- 
-Idains of his predecessors. He had not that 
firm belief in the authenticity of his descent from 
Fatima by Ali, with which he wished and en- 
deaTOured to inspire others; but it was evidently 
his de^gn to avoid all disputes, and every ex- 
planation, on that doubtful subject. We are 
told, that being one day at the heSTd of his troops, 
whom he was reviewing, he was accosted by k 
X>rivate individual, perhaps an Abasside in dis- 
guise, with a design of disconcerting him, and 
asked of what race and family he was descended. 
To this interrogation Moezz readily, and with 
unconcern, replied, by pointing to the troops and 
to th^ sword which he held in his hand, and say- 
ing,^ These are my race and my genealogy." 

Moezz was succeeded by his son Adz, ^ j^ 
who being only twenty-one years of age 957. 
9t the time of his accession, deputed the 
whc^e conduct of th^ government to Jaafar, 
his father's experienced and &vourite genemU 
This prince married a christian woman ; he hacf 
a person of that profession for his secretary, and 
his treasurer was a Jew ; both the latter, however} 
were afterwards discarded and stripped of their 
VouXlIl. Q 
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Vealtfi, in cohsfetjAferit'e 6f the complSifttJ ^ey> 
Tiibited Jt^in^t tfieni. Ttie^p\nertmieht'«f Af?*fe 
was mild 'drid humShe, atid ^fdcftred Kftti tjtn- 
vefsal 'afrectidn; btrt tfie ikcelteftt qtfafr^e^ tif 
Which he was posfeisfesed wbre prbbsWy'tfte c:;4>5t^ 
^f those t!roubles which bi^oke 'but In'^hfs cfeiM. 
He carried 6h xnliAy ware, in which he ^k%s Hot 
"'always iuccessful; bXit 'fie YieVer feij5|»s;3^a 'tn 
^Yson at VTic tiekd of liis kt*mie§. JtxSif^r, Ithe 
conqiieror 6f E^Vpt, 'a fe'ecilid "BeHsariuy, 'to 
whom, after his sucsesslon to the cdlfpRat, Aiffe 
had for some tlfhe dde^ted flie t'dnccWis "df g6« 
Vet^nihent, on account of his fesd 'fortune 'iif'^Syf^ 
was disgraced and dep'riVe'd of his richer, ktt tlljf^ii 
1n poverty. Notwrthsts&iding. the dc^at ^6f itfs 
armies in Syria, Aziz («^s "hfeditating a fnJfSfi'ei- 
pedition ag^rnst tlie X?re*t1t^ Vt^efi'he stlitedHiy 
died In the Ibky-tVtfd y^kr bf 1ii^>gc, ^flfer^ 
reign of twenty-one y;eaire tthd /five months. *I*Re 
Mussulnien in gene^l repre'^ent Rifn as^a ^rtiide 
of an excellent disposition, gifeat justice, mbdfe^'- 
tion, and affection for his people ;"b6t theWafib 
lis^eit, that he too miich favorfr^d <h^ X^^ri^ttah^ 
and Jews, whom he perniitted to iifetilt ktM 'dp- 
press his Mahcf^etkh subjects. 

Aziz was sticceeded in the clCli^kt 'by liis *s6n 
j^ ^ ATakehi, ^hom durhig his 'iiffifioiity,'he 
• 978. ^u^g i3ien only feleveti yi^ai-s of Ige, the 
"dying lather had cbminrtied to the care 
and superihtehdarice 6f a tnlnister dT ^rekt ek^- 
rience '^nd approved integrity. The 'fiftit i?e- 
markable eV<rfit 6f his reign Svas ik'diirfgeVoiis Iri- 
suiTectioh whi6h broke but Jh fifs dominions, un- 
der* tlie conduct of an bbfeciire wkter^i^ipr, 
though descended, or at I^asft ^ret^nd%g to be 
'ilesceridcd, f^dtn Hesham, oT the house bfXJni- 
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ipiyab- This person, began lib ctiLcrprise by 
.ciying alb ad among tiK zcdou^ Mussiilmcn for a 
' r^formatioji^ o£ life and manuei^s j ^ud^ by a more' 
i fjian ordinary o§teotatk>o of se^tictit^^, he in- 
4|ic^£l 5u<?^, nu^inbers' QFlhem to foltovi^ him> tbat 
1^ sDpti sa%f; bimself at the h^&d of a c on skier- 
. ^tis aqi poiyerful arm^. He had nj^de hin^- 
's^JTmaJ^t^j; qf Upper Jl^gypt, and defeated the. 

S5fe^ wbich'l^ad been sent agftiust him, befoi-e 
akem,' vvKo had hUh^rto despised the inaur- 
^ejits ai^d t^^r/contempUble leadei', t bought it 
Dccessary to callect the best of Tiis troops from 
^Yerj; ps^^t of %h do^miniorisj and to attack the 
gEit;niy mOi> a brave/ ai^d nurneroi;s arpy- The 

fjj,est w^aj? for a long titij(e obstuVate atid doubt- 
i but tb^ nisurg;i?nt9' w.^re deH^atgd^ and tl^eiij 
(f a<|e;^ was taken pnsonev a^d put to dea^h ; upoi^ 
^til^ii the r^Ypit' €e^s<^, aod t^diiciuiimt j wa^h re- 
stored. "'' ■ ""■' ' ""■■ - ' • ' ■ ^ ' " " ' . 
y'A^akgp,^^^e^^, b^carr^^ guit^ ipsjai?«, and 
issue^Qiitt^iTgj9§tpiN^ ^dicts. In p^r- 

1^^^ ^e 'entei;tajQed"an.*^i^ti:^me aye^rsbh'i)^ 
\rdm?Ti, Tvlipm ii^ricjtj'p/ijlyj pfobib/\l[e(J'fron(i quit- 




Uiat wtiaiev^r pe^es^^r,i^s\yq.ye"^r^^^ '|bf their 
p^e Eihould; tj^ / ri^ached' lU ^j" the dpor hklf 
opened t iipQj ^ fQr|" oi: pal^l^^t j ah^ the wonrieii 
V^rc to recejye tfiLeip un^ee^n, Hyftt^ their hands 
ifoided in ilie iQfig sl^evps"^ of their garipents. 
At last, funcying hipi§pif a gP^i h^ coj;^mandet^ 
Uiat he shQ^ld.'l^. wprsliip^ 
a^ij^r pt[ t|jf iiriiy^r^e. Tlii^'cjecree justiy alarm^ 
th^'^?4l9^5 and fait^fMl Mvi^su^^ne.n, who becanip 
aggreji^igsiyq t]!^^^ ^q. abplis^i Mah(^- 
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metanism, and to introduce his own religictoy r^' 
plete with absurd, impious, and licentious te« 
nets and precepts. The tyranny of the caliph,' 
however, was punished by a woman ; he being 
murdered at the instigation of his sister, who, in 
order to avoid all suspicion of being accessar)r 
to his death, stabbed the assassins with her own 
hand. Thus fell this insane and impious sove* 
reign, unregretted by the world, and abhorred 
and detested by his own subjects* 

Taher, his son, was only seven year$ of age 
when proclaimed caliph of Egypt and Sfria; 
. and his aunt during his minority, took upon 
herself the >egency of the two kingdoms.. The 
obscurity of his reign has furnished history with 
nothing more respecting him worthy of noticC) 
than that he was a wise and prudent prince, a 
lover of poetry, and a striking and peHfect con* 
trast to his. father. . . * ' 

Taher was succeeded in the caliphat by hia 
son Monstanzer, a prince of extraoi*dinary saga-; 
city and prudence, of great moderation, and 
who, by his mild and humane govemnient, ac- 
quired the esteem and aiffection of his subjects. 
During his reign happened a most grievous fk- 
j^ jj mine throughout Egypt and Syria ; inso^ 

1066. much that cats, dogs, and jiorses, were 
sold for food at enomu>us prices; and 
thousands of the inhabitants of Cairo perished. 
Amidst the extreme misery of the people, the 
caliph exhibited the most exemplary instances 
of charity and generosity towards his subjects \ 
and, to supply their necessities, he not only 
disposed of all the money, jewels, and othiit 
things of value, with which his predecessors had . 
enriched the royal treasury, but likewise 8ol4 
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f*&|W?* 4r ^?SU^9^^^^ Pf ^W^-^Sf* which immeqi^ 
^S^Yr felfe^J^*^ ^^ ^^"?!'l^' tended to cpnipfcite 
t&5 wii^ier^ of^^K "'^^PkV ^!flS4°"?^ > and its ci- 
gipit^fs^^ d^aQjfeJe (»n(iitl9h eocqu^ged Hij- 
san to make an invasion^ i\ th^ l^ead of a ni^mc;- 
jpus s^rny. pf Tur^. After besieging the ca{iplh 
^.c^i^ P^§Bl» tt^ ^P^wj^sg in\;^a5rs plundered 
^d ia\d Mi%st9 all i^e paj-ts of '^Jower Egypt, and 
iridict'^d t^^ nao^i kwii 9r\i?Hi?9 on the wretcli- 
^ii|ba|:ii(^^t§* T^vrai^^s the end o^f his r^ign, 
Miwis^taoz^y opnjimittg^ th'e par^ and government 
S^^SYMi\9 ^4x9lvivjt? n^inister? ^nd wj^inec^ lit- 
Ue ii^ojg \\^^ a W>nRi'?^ P?>V'ef. If aying a tastf 
^ I}^Ai;y>.il^.?>ARl?yed his time princiRaUj in 

died i^ th^ 6pth year, of h^s reigq. 
' T^i? gr^^^d-v^iqr ^spousing tjjie ipjerjist^ of 
Mo^t^i, ^he x<%yiger $on of tl?e l§Lte ca-.^ j^ , 

^j?^i ^s^iP^t tbp^? ofii^? broit¥''> ^^^d the jo^ 

^^4 ^9knpwje^ge4 M ^W ^% gV^^?^-^^.s of \hQ 
qpuyf an^ ^^layi ^? M^^. ^-Wf^l 5;uc^ess9^r, to ih^ 
Cglipfeaji ife^ij, the ?Wer brpth^r "of Mo&tali, 
fie^ >ZA5^^ Ws'frj^pjis, tp/AlexaDd^'ia; where he 
^de^9H5^dr tq cjpVp^eriact thg designs qf hi^ 
^ilMSP'.Wfl to ni^njaiji hjs just titje. Thfi 
i5^ij^:VJ?iieiT ho>vQy?i:, sooi;i. co9ai)ell,cd N^j^r ^o 
5,W#iPiJ?r. fli"fts,eir at di^c:reti9i\, vyho^? life h^ 
^ 95lte. f P.^r?4> \>W. ^lip Piq?HV?d ni^ the fpr- 
&iy^?P?.?^. %pd i;9Conciliation of th? calipl^. |Jut 
this 9iern,eij(;y v^as of ^fe9rt duration, apd had 
litjiC^ effect on the temper and disposition of Ne- 
zaiji, Wj^o, bt^iiag ^.S^VfecJ in a sfco\id conspirapy 
-^&^"iR&t llifi. gqyernpi^ntii wa^ th^-oMrn i'nt^ iroq?^ . 
-ajd j9Pi^<P.flftP?d' to \)^ starved ^q death Iq a dqn« 
Q 2 
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geon* The most remarki^le e^ent during diei 
life of this caliph was the retaking the citj of i 
Jerusalem from the Franks or crusaders, >Mid-> 
the immense plunder which Afiial, his getseraly . 
brought from thence. Monstali died in the* 
eighth year of his reign. 

His son and successor, Amer, though at that 
j^ jy time only five years of age, was, imnsedi*' 
1101. ^^^^y A^cr ^^ death of his iather, pro* 
claimed caliph, and invested with the au« . 
thority. The tender age of Amer encouraged ham - 
uncle to attempt to dethrone him, and to tisiirp 
the caliphaU With that intention he repaired td 
Alexandria) which was then commanded by a > 
slave belonging to the grand^vizier, who» h^ 
means of promises and rewards, permitted bim - 
to be proclaimed caliph in that city. Afiia2» ? 
who governed the kingdom during the minoriqi * 
of Amer, was no sooner apimaed of this revolc» f 
than he marched an army lo besiege the castle ' 
of Alexandria, which in a little time he reduced^ 
and compelled the tnutors to surrender at discre* 
tion. The grand-vizier returned in triumph to 
Ciuro, and continued to conduct the affairs of tba * 
kingdom with such moderation and prudedce, 
that he acquired the affection and esteem c^ allr ; 
the Egyptians ; and the caiiph, by his means^ 
and during his regency, enjoyed a peaceable^' « 
baj^, and prosperous reign. Afiial, however, * 
was very ill rewanied for the services he rendered 
to Amer and ta the state ; being afterwards ^s- 
graced by the prince, and exposed to the most 
ignominious treatment. Amer, we are tcHd, was 
a cruel, proud dissembler; abandoned to dt*^> 
bauchery, addicted to gaming, and destitute of ? 
all religioo. In other respectSi be is jrepresented 
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i^tevlng been possessed of the art 6f govern. 
ii%9 IbfDd <i{ the iiciences, and a prince of no 
Jtoswiderable learning and abilities. He was, 
at length, assassinated by some mercenary 
Wfetches, whom the discontented grandees of 
the kingdom hired for that purpose. 

The wiciow of Amer, whom he had left preg* 
oant at his death, bein^ defiyered of a daughter^ 
Hafed, the grandson of Monstanzer, was ^ j^ ' 
pfoclatmed and a^mowledged lawful sac- 1126. 
twsor to tbe caliphat. This prince was 
turn sooner seated nn the throne, than he ap« 
pofaited Bahrain to be his grand-vizier, a person 
of' noble extraction, and of great merit and in- 
tegrity. Under his government, the Christians 
were very much fevoured, and advanced to tile 
moat considerable and lucrative places of the 
army and the state ; insomuch that the jealousy* 
of tile Muasilmen was thereby excited, and a tu- 
mult ensued. Recfvan, the rival of the grand^ 
vixter, marched to the gates of the palace, at the 
head of a body of troops, who were armed with 
lances * to which copies of the Koran were af« 
&ed. Upon this Bahram removed with the 
beat of his Armoiian soldiers into Upper £g3rpt i 
but finding his al^rs in some measure despe* 
rate^ he retked into a monastery, where he soon 
after took the monkish habiL Redvan de* 
stroyed a great part of Cairo, and plundered th^ 
houses and churches of the Christians, whom 
he competed to wear a particular gtu^, as a 
maik of distinction and reproach. In short, he 
acted wkh such despotick and uncontroled au- 
thority, that the caliph, who had hitherto beeii 
only a spectator of the causes and consequences 
of ^ dvU war^ iromcatty bestowed on bim the 
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y^ q^ley ^ ^^ thfi, di6§§otipQS )K!^i9b pi^^a 

the future tq tatf Jlfe*? ip ^Jifi ^9A^ ap4. cqjfe 
c^R^ pf gPI^rt^PfiO^ J f*?9^ tbajt^ tun^ }i^ rpl3 

taUli^^ ^i\ ^quiUbritim b^tv^^i^. t|pe Cluciiu^jip 

aiid upright 9[>6ft pf Wtji p€i;^a^$^Sp , 

te tk^ %spicew tft^be q{69e,pCvi:^gr, ^j^Si U>. tt^f 

grp^.^qi^jftpnt pf ti^§ ftttMipoJx 9^ V^^f;^^^ 

A. B. ?^ynii^4 dwriRg. the r^igft pf JDj^$U|Sr 
desert as ft piiacipftl c^v^, pfitte re]gRl«sr 

ti$9 >^i&h ^{^ ^nwi^^ ^iS^^ io f^^pti 

QVdeTj ^ it waft PVe^ftd^ ^p,%yengs 9tQ iqjHi;^ 
W»4ttrpil blip biy'tb^ c^pb* bfv»t io' r^^ty, t^ 

AA^Yi^^ ^ lotv pf Din^s^^ &D rn^^a^ .Tto 

fh« ijaiap^ pf the q^ljpl^, m^ s^ft^r i]gmpj;. |«^ 

ef to-hi\»di«n9 ^Qd tiom^ Pther. CQlat^P? ii§ P9u% 
cipal^ pr. ^(^CompUce^ in th«jQPui>(tef, ^si^ q^^Qi^ 
sa^nd^tiKi?) t;pbe,puttodeaibf . ^ 

A. D. "^^^ wbk6, tbf yonftg. Ateaye»,ji»a. nq^ 

llW iexbtedt »ml(lnOt.pr&%SU. him WO^tHSi 

ipg: 9tciiPk mith hQCiPir ^I»l> dij^^d 9^.ti^ 

aigh^'of hiR uod^s, aod n^I^tiyo^t ,wJtiQp[),tfa^ iail 

«iei: b9jj unjp^Uy. Qpn(leniiK;d to cteiMii r &af;l bift 

«jens^ tbei^hy becaoie ^iaocdece^ . Tbit qMm^ 
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Mlscontent of the people, occasioned by the 
"" lioiis conduct and tyranny of Abbas, soon 
ame uni^rersal throughout the kingdom ; and 
ti^r and his son privately conveyed them- 
|es and their wealth into Syria, attended by 
n'^Bcort of troops. The sister of the late ca- 
fch,* however, applied to the Franks, who were 
at that time in possession of the city of Ascalon, 
ind b^ means of presents and premises engaged 
dtem to ^apprehend those murderers. Accord* 
ing^ a body of troops was sent to intercept 
dvem, and a bloody and obstinate engagement 
ettsu^, in which Abbas was slain and nis son 
Cakien prisoner. Nasir was conducted to Cairo, 
where he expiated by his sufferings the crimes 
ioid vices of his fieither and himself. His right 
hand was crushed in a dreadful manner ; the 
t^h was torn off his bones with hot pincers ; and^ 
In this condition he was fixed to a gibbet till he 
Was dead, when his body was burned to ashes» 
jMsayez did not long survive the loss of his 
senses, and his accession to the caliphat, but died 
HI die eleventh year of his age. Under the two 
last caliphs the crusaders were successful ia 
Egypt. 

To Alsayez succeeded Al Aded, his grand- 
fmde, and the eleventh and last caliph of 
the &mily of the Fatemites. During the ^{^' 
reign of this prince, an eunuch and offi- 
cer of repute, who was called Shawer, having 
Complained of some ill treatment which he had 
received from a son of the vizier's sister, named 
Hazan, met with no other reception than con- 
tempt and insult. Hazan also, in order to mor* 
fify him the more, presented him with a box, in 
Which was enclosed one of those scourges used 
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19 puni sluing slaves j and signi^fied to liiiTij tlj ^ 
if hi? p|rsi^Ud iq his cpi^ipiaint, he would di^a^ii ^ 
Mjppn himself gretil^r injurks than ihQs^^ he haa ^ 
hkliet;\o/ received. Shaw^(?rj fired \yjth resentr , 
rp^nt at th? haughtjr and oppressive c^ndupt 6^ 
ria^en and his ut^cle, retired with^ his fnejric|.% 
and adherents towards Aleitaodm, wher^ he as- 
sembled a numerous ai>d ijowerful bpdy of 
f^^es, H<? was also joined by vast nunibers of 
j^abs, who repaired to bi$ standard froni all th^. 
If (|^tVm i)aits of Egypt, and in a Utile tim^ he 
fla\T hirnself at ib,^ lieaid bf au ^rij^^ often ibou- 
B^ii IxQr^c. With tlx^s^ tro9ps hf: cpanih*5tl i^y 
i^Qdii^(ily intp tt^^e. land,^ apcj teiritprii^s of tU(^ 
vi;^ie]f^' w,hi^h he I'^Ytjgtjd a^d la^id V^^t^ ^H^" 
mt i^pj^o^itiqu^ ^ndj ^cfvs^nd'n^ jj^waixl^^^ ^^% 
i]}Xmm!^^ ^^ '^\Si W*^ ^^^^ ^?\\^ ^YA^*\ fiM^^ 



t% \h^i ex^^^i\9.y of afai^ t^i^, y\z}^ t^?V9^.^ 
of nothing? byi savinjgc ^i^^^^^:^ ^^d, H^ family bj( 
^^ht/ and of coiivi;ying.h^s IpiiTiebse w^al(h to 
s^me plac^ of security* Thg/n^cw caliph and his 
CO Lilt J nO| lv^& iA-hwrnon. a^ it^^ progress !^nd sue* 
cps of the oncjj than at the eowar:^ly and igpp: 
ihinious fljglit of the other, wei-e "utterly at a lm% 
what course to- pursue. To p^^^nl^j l>p\yi^yer, 
an future dissentio.y ai;^d distuibance, Al ^de^ 
ap[iointe4 Shtiwer. to the vizier^hij^ ^"^^^^f^ *^^ 
beea abdicated bj: the fugitive 'Ar;5J^i*" 

$lia>v(ir, dad not been loiig in possession i^f ^b 
uew ofBcc, Wbqin another antagonists niuch in^ore 
povver^^u( and formidable than the fo^rner, i^n- 
£ered th^ lists against him ; and wlio, In the ^n^j 
pVOV^d'aUke fatal to the vizier and to t^^^ Ft^te- 
mite ijy nasty. This was Dargan^ one of ll^q 
principal oflTicers of the arjny/ wlio^ in oi'der tQ 



■^ 
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%£aun the vlziersVip, faised a mimcrou5''b6(1y 6f 
^opsj engaged and defeated Shawer intm ob- 
stifiate and bloody battle, m which iiis 6bn V^ 
^"^-in, and hlniiseif obliged to leave (lie kihgdoth 
.J lo seek his safety by U'i^hL Shawer'fled iiilb 
Syria> wlierc he implored the pi-oteciion knd tAd 
of Muroddin^ emir of Dam:iscus, to wKoih He 
promised oiie-lFilrd of the annual reveVfue df 
lugypt, if he would assist him with his whote 
force » in recovenng possession of his office and 
dignity* Nuroddin, whose grief srnd itrdigtik- 
fibn.were excitied by the pi-oj^^ress and success df 
'ftc Franks in that counti-y, readily promised Uh 
support. 

[ In ^'tBe niiean t?ihe, Dilr^tt, fe&fihg that hfe 
^s}iould'T)e aibahdohed, Wot 6nly deprived those 
*<tec^^ of 'It^eir Employ merits whom he belie v^ed 
tp be in the interests of his rival, but caused 
^mahy of ihcm to be massacred, which weakened 
Jhc kingdom considerably, arid laid it open ti) 
toreigh invasion. But notWithstandirig these 
bloody and cruel persecutions, Da.rgan fell a sa- 
crifice to the power of Nur6dcHn,*who'srtit a bo^- 
.of troops under the coilfimarid of Asad6ddin, 
\o re-estabfish l^awer in the viziership. Shawer, 
.idwever, was so far from performing his engage- 
"ments to Nuroddin, arid reinfburSing him tHe 
expenses of this expeditiori, that after several 
Vain and illusbry promises, lie^^sitively refusdd 
to pay any thing. This conduct of the vizier, 
which was no less impc^itick than ungrateful and 
imjtlst, inflated the resentment of Asadoddin, 
Who ittiihedfaf^Iy ttii*ried his arms against Shaw- 
er, and, by Way of reprisal, seized relu slum and 
several other districts. 
'¥he vizier, who was not in a condition to ob- 



d by Google 



Struct or oppose the progress of the armgr ^ 

^AsadoddiD) while the Crusaders were obtainsMT 
new conquests in other parts of Egypt, enteiSi 
into a negociation of peace with the latter, ^n 
'consequence of this treaty,, the Franks fumisKed 
him with a powerful reinforcement of troops 
with which he surrounded Asadoddin, ^vho of 
course would have been obliged to surrender, f^ 
^to perish with his whole army by famine, bad not 
Kuroddin seasonably interposed in his beha& 
The emir of Damascus, who had lately obtained 
some great advantages over the Franks in Syri^ 
was no sooner apprised of his general's distress, 
and of the treachery and ingratitude of Shaweiv 
than he entered into a treaty, by which he ob- 
tained the free release of Asadoddin, who imine* 
diately departed from Egypt, without opposi- 
tion«* 

Shawer, however, had still sufficient reason to 
dread the resentment and vengeance of the great 
and virtuous Nuroddin, who having soon after 
subdued the greatest part of Syria and Meso* 
potamia, had it in his power to inflict a well- 
merited punishment on the vizier for his ungrate- 
' ful and perfidious conduct, and for ^the treaty 
which he had concluded with the crusaders. Ac- 
cordingly we are told that, in a short space of 
time, his general Asadoddin returned into Egypt, 
at the head of a numerous and powerful army, 

* It is observable, that in all the wars atid contests 
which took plM:e in Egfypt during the reign of At Aded, 
, this caliph appears to have been neutral and altegethcr | 
. inactive, though these hostilities were undertak«n mod 
carried on in his dominions, and for his possessions. It 
is therefore evident, that the viziers were by this time 
become so powerful and despotick, that the caliphs wfrre 
deprived of their civil power; a^drretd^nsd only the thwif 
dow of authority. 
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ll BEh he euterect without opposition. SfthuUiif 
]Sfc nephew of Asadoddin, also accompanied 
liimin this expedition) which was intended at 
^rell to expel the Franks out of that coontiy, as 
io punish the vi^er. Shawer haying receiyed 
ittinforcements of troc^ from the crusaderiy en«> 
gaged the enemy with the greatest bravery^ and^ 
with his friends and confederates, was totally det 
ibf^ted*, This victory of the Syrians conduced 
io the reduction of the valuable port of Alexan* 
dria, which Asadoddin soon after besieged, and 
made himself master oL Leaving the command 
ti that city to his nephew Saladin, he marched 
Ms army towards Upper Egypt, but being in-^ 
formed that the Franks had invested that place 
itfter his departure, he returned with the design 
of raising the siege. He was, however, pre- 
vailed on to subscribe a treaty, by which he again 
fesigned his conquests in Egypt, and consented 
to withdraw his troops from tliat country, in 
consideration of a stipukted sum of money to 
be paid liim^ besides the expenses of the expedi- 
tion. Accordingly, Alexandria was evacuated 
by the Syrians, and Asadoddin led back his 
troopS) greatly weakened by sickness and fa*^ 
tigue. 

Nq sooner were the Syrians retired^ than the 
faithless viaer concluded another treaty j^ jy 
with the Franks, the main purport of 1167! 
which was» that they should cqpjointly 
iiurade the territories of Nurpddin,.who, as he 
ms «t. that time employed in quelling an iasur- 
lecdonf which had arisen in some part of his 
dominionsy: would be utterly unable to send any 
forces into Egypt. This treaty greatly alarmed 
JVod exaaperaS&d the emir of Damascus^ wh^ 
Vol.. XIII. R 
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fiKate, «ttd to'cnplof the whole of Im stPengfH 
in tlie «ed«cti0» of £gfpfe, Mni tfie pumaHnwnl 
tf tbe TiMT. Wki^ this vvsoMiois lie mnt m 

tkne keMged^one o£ the Mwngctft fwuwws s ht 
0Mit k9tt9taB» tet vhtoiit 'eibet^ m u u mt wdh 
thftt l(h»9dihi9 SI offder :«» dhlftift p^fsBcmman ^of 
Ihb cn«lc» •wts.tmdsr the ncmwiljr-of del l i miu^ 
ij|^ tiheA:itf ft &mt&4mt it^J eytatl w mk^ 

fo.theineBntiine«h9''EM]ilBh «f»hohmd prm- 
•utly 'Mduoed Ihelbeis, « Mmiimi^ and ktA 

other loJigihinM, tif racMM^ of HiedicscAliosB 
vW^ «&hed flMon^ the Mahometan prin»e% 
dtfD^od. thdr nnach lKia«rd. Cwve, -wbioh ^w«b 
m the tofeOMOt cooftisHHi. on vocauot of te kitor* 
Mi diiMoiMt «nd utleii;^ mopoMe «ff ^foooew 
ShamtrfxetiBeiviiiff ite ^OFor iie tnd cmmnittctf, 
hi cond — hng m tnwvf with' Hie crusodevs^ vho 
ttsed Meadand ^e oltiBay oppliod «» NuMxkhR 
ki the dnoot poeMh^^' obuowiv ^ond hifdrmod biith 
thot «ades8 he wa«9d oaiMt him with -a poworM 
winfarafineDt of Sffnm twops^ ®K!fl^ "»^ '^ 
jiAabitante woold opatahil^ hooome thi^ pwiw 
slon of the Christians. This seasonable reqooit 
was aOneOKly vteoBoii: to ^le «mv <£ OoniaKus, 
who viahed lor mMn^My aeoch a»4tt> <yp»i<a 
itiijr of «oi>fwifg %jrpt aad 'expelling the 
Franks* 

: Jshvgddai,.dM(rcrfivpe, iim«Mdi^ dkpatofaed 
att «mi|^. of shugr .thoaioiid haMM, frndor- ^tk^ 
eommaodof JVndoddm, tx^ CHdeamMir to nm^ 
thesiege of OMm» whie^ waft tthon i flw a ni d * hf 
the Christian* TheirhiieF, hcnreiMr, not know- 
ing, of the approach .of the MaSkaaMm tfo^^ 
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k topndble to hM oat Ibr any 

tf uttc kimili'etl^ tbuiiMud'^ihtfiy and m ft|fii6e>» 
vieM !» p«7 a uracil iwig iff ifw afterwards^ pro- 
^i^eft on Ihe FVnkft to relirt* 

'4liMMlod<H»l»»ing armwl lit tiuft t^splM, wab 
>M«i«^ wMailthe ttotWMKt mavto af banoiir 
and ^radtocie. The vq^ bn^imfar, imended a> 
amae the ptfraoM of tke^catrai an4 Ms nephew 
ft i aib w iro , at an g w tot alnaiewtia hisawn pakot, tb 
vIhc^ he h^ niTifitd ilbefii. Jhit die duigw -df 
tUmwrr lyeiog meRk kawwn to AaadMMm, he had 
liiflvsecuredk Whcft^ tHe caliph was iaftrai^ ^ 
^e treachery and €aiifineffiem af tfie irtaier, ha 
"iiapa^ehed aneof bil^iaMsierB ^ the Sffh» ga> 
tieral to exciil|Mite hkaaelf ftam the saspiciafi of 
%elbg pmy to thte crhae, and to request the tiai- 
tort head, which was aent hkn on the pofht of 
a lance. The weak Ai Aded appointed Asi* 
^doddin grand-rizier, who made his puWick entnr 
into the metropolis, arrayed in the tnsigma ofhfe 
i>ew office and dignity. His adnmrfstration, how- 
ever, was of short duration : he died two months 
irfler his installation, in conscqncnce of a de- 
"batidi. 

His nephew Satadin, who sncceeded hkn ih 
the -miershTp, is celebrated in history for hrs 
▼irtues and victories. Many, however, of the 
grandees and principal persons in the khigdom 
were greatly dissatisfied with hfe appointment to 
the Vacant office, and at fh^ refused to receive 
t)r obey M^ orders ; but by his address and gene- 
rosity he soon conciliated the affections <rf the 
' people . ftiladm found it ' necessary to persuade 
^uroddhi; thatnotwithstanding tbt high degree 
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•f pow^r to mhkh he had aifeaiiied, he was 
the subject of the emir of Damaseos ; and 
roddm exacted that aubimaskm horn hun, and 
usually stiled him the general' of his forces te 
Egypt. This mutual harmony contributed -i^ 
increase the credit and authority of Saladm^ 
whil^ the power of the caliph became gradtt^Ujr 
A. D. ^^^r* The Franks middng an attempt 
•11G9. on Damietta, besysgedthat port ibr 901110 
' time; andt^circum^ancebeing report- 
ed to Nuroddin, he caused a powerful diverasoa 
to be made in their Syrian terntories) and tber9> 
i>y compelled them to raise the siege, and marcel 
to the relief of their own conquests. The emir 
of Damascus soon after commanded Saladin to 
.acknowledge the Abaside caliph of Bagdad, and 
to cause to be erased from the prayers the name 
of Al Aded* Saladin strongly remonstrated witk 
Nuroddin on the danger and impropiiety of so 
great an innovation ; notwithstanding which, th^ 
Jiext year he receiyed such express orders from, 
the emir on the subject, that he durst not disobey i 
and prayers were preferred for the caliph of Bag« 
dad in the mosques of Cairo. It is not koowo 
whether Al Aded was alive when this ctuoige 
took place, but it is certain he did not long suiv 
,ifive it. ' His death was flowed by the total ex- 
tinction of the Fatemite caliphate after it had sub- 
sisted in Africa two hundred and seventy-one 
years ; seventy of which were spent in CairoaQ> 
and the rest at Cairo. 

No sooner was Saladin informed of the death 

^ j3 of Al Aded, thaQ he took possession <^ 

llVo. l-be palace, and of the immense treasures 

contained in it ; and ascending the throne 

of Egypt, became the founder of th^ Aayabite 
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$iftmtiW9 vhicli was m> it t nomii MoA Smm ^ 
MDe of hU &tJb«i> Salnduw though now «r-* 
I tfimi.«t Ihe iteiybt of power mi gTOUfi««% was 
•Mvcothde^s wrter tb« ii99«f»i|f «f actiim with 
#neli caroiuiiiispcctm Md prudeoc^ both wil^ 
I JKHirQtto ihejmlDiisNttrocidin«adU> theEgyp- 
4iii).MidbocMl4ni9 who hoing f^UuniteB, couid 
BQt be supposed easily to ft€qui«Ke io such /i 
chMige ttf gtHeisMMnu The ^mir of OMnascus^ 
Aowtver^ wbo h«d beta offpadid at the negkot 
«Klt«{«aaiof Saladin to comply wUh some of h^ 
inmadu mnd wm pteparuig a powerful arxvui- 
JBCDt with fuU resolution of invadAKg £gy ptt diejl 
wdtektft to ^ gra«t joy. of Saiadia and of tl)r 
JSgyptiaiis. . 

Hatenttfti who «»aa oow fvoed from the i^f^ 
iwmoM of so powerful ao isDemy, a»suined this 
^e of sultan or soveireigu of £gypt» aud w«p 
■ckiiowkdf^ in that cap«M;Uy« The zeal of the 
fgyptiana, bowevor* for tho Fa(eioite dosceoh 
dM^ w«s not ostiraty e»tinguisbo(^ ai^ aa ii|- 
flunMttoe broke out against |iif new aultan, 
wUdL wslwadgd by the go)^mor of Upper 
fgjrpt. Tbift revoH was followed by a dei|»erate 
tn^Bgemsntr ia whiah great numbers of the ii^ 
aurg«^ were sUa, ajid the vietorious general of 
•Si^adiia rcterned in triuqoph to Cairo* Aboiit 
Ihe same time alao^the sultan obtained very con- 
Mtefable advantages, owe the Cbristisns, whilst 
^big^ bemei^ thft: eity of Akxandda with a niv 
aefoua fleet and armyi under the gprnrnand of 
'Wittnoi the aacondt lui^ of ^^Uy« lie marc^ 
tid a power&l body of droops against Uiem with 
4Kh speed* that tb«^ uine»Pi^ed j^pproaeh of his 
foroesdifiu6^.a panick.and surpyi^ in ti;^ Christ 
Im aiJny i end Wil^am found himself und^ 
R2 
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\kt neceantf of abandooing Im csii4 wkii .tiMl 
greatest precipitad<m and confottoii} and of le««» 
kig his militaiy engines, stores and bagga^^, to 
the possession of t^ enemjr* The year folloiM. 
ing) he was still more succ^sfiil ; and havings v04 
duced ths strong capital of Damascus^ he nuRkl 
himself master of several other consitomble £o9^ 
tresses and cities in Syria. 

Soon after, however, Saladin experienced m 
reverse of fortune in that country, during which 
period his Egyptian subjecU were greatly alamw 
ed at the sight of a powerfol fleet and armament 
of the Christians, which appeared in the Ratf 
Seat and seemed to threaten the cities of Mecca 
and Medina with instant destruction. The new« 
of ^tlus expedidon no sooner reached the city of 
Cairo, than the brother of Saladin, who had 
been appointed viceroy of Egypt, during the ab* 
aence of the sultan, caused a fleet to be equipped 
and manned with all possible dispatch, the con>- 
mand of which he b^towed on his governor of 
marine, called Lulu, who was a brave and ex^ 
perienced officer. This commander soon came 
up with the enemy, and a dreadful battle innne- 
diately ensued, in which both sides fought witb 
the greatest obstinacy and bravery* The eiw 
gagement, however, at length terminated in fo- 
Tour of the Mahometans, who sunk many of the 
enemy's ships, made a terrible slaughter of the 
Christians, and took a great number of prison- 
ers, aH of whom were immediately puttodeath. 
This contest proved extremely fotal to the Franks^ 
who nevei* ventured a sim8ar attempt, and the 
Egyptian viceroy and admiral obtained immoch* 
tal praise among the Mahometans, not oiUy for 
iheir seascmable attack of the enemy> but eveft 
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< t f UKif bariMnoof s^ inhmiuai treatmo&tof thg 
•^uislianB who feU into their hands. 

. The reign of Saladin has been rendered fiu 
.9KIII8 in Uie history of Europe^ principally by 
Ibe crusades, which supply the silence of the 
ftrmer irespecting his warlike exj^its, «|d those 
of the sultans of Egypt during that period. He 
possessed himself of Nubia ; and as he was the 
iMmder of his own monarchy, so he left it in a 
more Bourishing condiUon, than it ever after* 
.wards enjoyed under any of his successors. ^ jj , 
H^ died at Damascus in . the twenty- 1193/ 
Sottrth year of his reign ; and his death, 
whilst it filled the Mahometans with inexpressifalf 
sorrow, excited real joy in the minds of Chn** 
^loaxis, to whom he had always been an irrecon* 
cUable^^feiemy, and a drieapdfid scourge* 

Al Afdal, Uie eldest won of Saladin, who sue* 
ceededhia father in the kingdom, was of a very 
opposite character and temper, and possessed of 
.no virtues which could in^ire his subjects with 
either love or fear. He gav^ himself up entirely 
to pleasure, and indulged in every kind of dis« 
sipatioD and debauchery. This conduct reo^ 
dered him contemptible in the eyes of the people* 
and occasioned that general defecticm which 
happened at the beginning of his reign, in ' seve» 
mk parts of his dominions, and especially in 
]^;ypt« Al Aziz, his brother, a prince no less 
•ncioua and debauched than Al Afidal, was no 
sooner returned from assisting at the funeral of 
hb father, than lie was mrrounded by the gran- 
dees of Egypt, of which he was viceroy ; who 
knowing his ambitious and aspiring views, exi^ 
horted him, with one voice, to assert his right to 
llie tfacoiie by krce, and to pay no submission or 
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tllegianee to the new suHaii* Ttdi 
which he was also prompled hf his own 
tion. A] Azis immediajlelf followed; 
satisfied with usarpini^ the soTefeigiity oi 
he made preparations nhb for eCUiiekiiig his 
ther tTv' Ilia Syrian dominicms. Al Adoly^^^k 
hrotherof Bafadin, jmned larcea with i h oe ^ *it 
, hfs nephew Al Amz ; and ent^Hn^ 8f m ^ ^^ 
together without enco«nteri»g» any formi- it^5i~ 
dable opposition, they besieged the city 
of Danttscns, of which they made tbemseii^os 
roasters; and the iinwariilR At AMak without 
one brave or g^enerons eflbrt to retain his Ubevt|r 
and kmf^om, sobmitted himself to their clemeff6> 
cy and awthofity. 

On the death of Al Aais, his sen Almanoosy 
then only* nine y«fafs of a^ was appoW^-^y^^ ^ - 
ed to succeed to the Tacant throne j and 1198.' 
accordingty al) the niraindees of the king* 
dom took the oaths of aUegiance lo their oew 
sovereign; but insisted that his uncle Ai AfiM 
should be invited to assume t!kt reins of go* 
iFernment during the minority of the foun^ 
prince. AI A(M was in Syria when tiie bcws 
of his.brOther*SHleath, and of his being imrited 
to the regency of Egypt) was brought him. He 
ImnSediately, therefore, departed for C^ro, and 
on hif arrival was received by the people wish 
loud and repeated acclamations, and assunadd 
the regency of a kingdom, which he hftd fermciw 
!y goTcmed. 

No sooner was AI Afdal acknowledged In hk 
new office ami dtgnhy, thmi he fbfmed designs 
lor supplanting his nephew in the IdiigdoM. 
Whilst, however, the regent was prG^ecting 
schemes Ibr insnring the suoeessofthis unnaM* 
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nl usurpation^ a more dangeious design was in 
agitation, of which neither be, nor the young 
prince, had the least suspicion. Al Adel, the 
Jbiother of Saladin, on whom that sultan had 
bestowed several provinces and governments in 
Syria, Mesopotamia, and other countries, be- 
held with secret satisfaction his two nephews^ 
Al Afi]al and Al Aziz, weakening each other 
hy their mutual wars and contentions ; and 
though, under the specious pretence of tender* 
ness and aflfection, and a desire of reconciling 
them to peace and amity, he "iiad rendered as- 
sistance to both in invading each other's dorni-* 
mons, he, nevertheless, acted with the sole view 
of seizing and securing their possessions to him- 
self, at some favourable juncture. He had id- 
ready obtained Damascus ; and was making pre- 
parations for the invasion of Egypt, with no less 
•peed, than probability of success ; whilst Al 
Afiial, wholly engrossed with his own designs» 
and unprepared for opposing those of his uncle, 
iafforded him the opportunity which he had long 
desired. Accordingly Al Adel^ led his army 
into Egypt without opposition, and; ap- ^ jj^ 
.pearing before the walls of Cairo» which 1199^ 
he found defenceless, and in no condition 
to sustain a siege, obliged the city to surrender 
. in the space of eight days. He then compelled 
the regent to sign a treaty in the name of Al- 
mansur, by which the kingdom of Egypt was 
ceded to Al Adel, and Al Afdal retired into 
certain provinces awarded him by the conqueror. 
Al Adel having thus secured to himself the 
.^ possession of the kingdom, deemed it the 
vilest' and most --prudent method to govern 
^pt for some time in the name of Almansury 
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tnd to act as regent durfng h!& ralncirftf j' W oi* 
^r that the grandees of the nation, who bai 
taken the oaths of aHegrance to the yoowf 
princJe, might not be induced to raise tmy »• 
^arrectfon or opposhion agatnst him. His gcnw- 
ttysity and their gratitude, howcwr, soon cott- 
tmced Mm, that he had nothing to fear on ffeat 
account, and that he might iafely and mthout 
hesitation assume the sovereignty. Biit hi of*- 
der to declare the lawfulness and cxpediewcy df 
auch a measnre, and that h might aho appear in 
the eyes of the people as a chtty of reJigioti, h^ 
conrened an assembly of Mahometan dbctori 
-who were induced, by gifts and promiseSj tb 
give a ptAifick sancticm to his tifle of snftstn d£ 
'Egypt. After this award, Al Add hesitated 
not to assume the appellation of sovereign, not 
'^e people to acknowfedge and obey him in that 
capacity. 

During his reign, the emperor and clergy- of 
Abyssinia sent ambassadors to the patriarch cTf 
Alexandria, requesting that he would consecrate 
>thcm a new metropofitan^ in the room' of thfc 
late abnna deceased- The patriarch, however, 
deling to execute his commissron, the ambas- 
sadgrs applied to the sultan, and begged that he 
woirtd interpose his authority in their behalf. 
Al Adel having received the lettfer and presents 
of the Ethiopian monarch, and 'being informed 
that a person proper for that high office and 
dignity was not to be found in the Egyptian 
monasteries, niade choice of the bishop of Fuah 
for that purpose. Though this was contrary to 
the rimals of the rigid Copts, he was consecrated 
to the office by the patriarch, and received in 
^ Ethiopia by the king and people, with the 
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est Tnat^LS of reverence and retspect* Ife 
his functions in AWssmia, for some 
' the ^eat satisfactioii of tlic chui^h «td 
of li^t country; hnt having at the t^- 
impcniunitjf and solicitatiotas of the ein*- 
Hfieei-ated her brotht^r bishop of Ati^umai 
p-rektc usBunted tl^ atiLtiorhv of ii 
>litan, and treated the ^abuna M'ith the 
: disrespect and oont-empt* The etfiprt;S<f 
<^hcrj moreover^ canied hh resentment so 
; iia to scud persoiM in the ni^ht to as&as»baCe 
in cot*sequence of \rbieh, llie atnmut wills 
diftlculty and danger, escaptfd otit of that 
dom, and arrived m Egypt. This €onihtcl 
Abynsinmn cotirt was !Rtei>ded to liberate 
:«m from the ncceswly off recemng their mc- 
^'^'limn froifi f.hc patriarchs of Alrxonflrm; 
. had been fi'nstrated by the strenuous op- 
>fi of those pi^lates, during the rcrgns of 
•icmitc caHphfl J but the new snltan, by in- 
, ; his atithority, occasioned those fetids 
ntions, which afterwards enstiedj in 
^^ypt Bts -v^eli as Abyssinia. 
By the addition of Egj^it to hia other tern- 
-r^ the dominions of Ai Add were t?cccmc 
.McTreive, that he fottml it difficult to pre* 
^a*Tv^ his conquests and pos^esmoriB. The a ^^^ 
^nxik^ lakmg advantage of the absence i209* 
^^{h<i ?,iikan, who was employed In siip- 
prrs^mg an insurrection In Mesopotamias landed 
and Tnnde a dreadful irruption on the coast of 
ttenietta, which seemed to threaten the »afetf 
!^^h\ tranquillity of the whole kingdom, Fhjd- 
ifig> on their aJTival in Egypt, that the country 
^6 destitute of fotx:e% and m a defenceless con- 
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ditioQ, thejr besi^^ Damietta bj sta and Iv^j^k 
whilst another body of their army penetrai^ 
almost as far as Cairo, and having comixut^|l 
great outrages, carried off an immense ^uant||ir 
of plunder. Al Camel) one of the sultan's aocs, 
wfaovhad been appointed governor of the klny^ 
4om dunng his father's absence, was compellqd 
to retire and fortify himself in Cairo, and ta 
leave Damietta to its awn defence* The Franks 
finding the capital in a state of resistance^ re^ 
joined their other forces at Damietta ; and bc« 
ing defeated in some ^sh attempts 4Qn t|u^ 
placet they went on ship board, and si^ed for 
Palestine. 

Whilst the sultan w|is still in Mesopotamia 
another embassy arrived from the emperor of 
Abyssinia, requesting Al Adel and the patri* 
arch of Alexandria to send thither a new me- 
tropolitan, in the room of the late abuna, who 
had deserted them* To add greater weig^ht to 
(his embassy, rich and costly presents were be-r 
stowed on the sultai> and the patiiarch ; in con- 
sequence of which, an abuna was appointed and 
consecrated, and dispatched to Abyssinia, with 
all convenient speed* 

. Al Adel was making preparations for some 
expedition, when a new and formidsji^le arnuulat 
belonging to the Franks, appeared ^ the coast 
of Damietta, and besieging thajb place both bf 
sea and land^ spread an, universal terror and con- 
sternation through xhQ kingdom* This news so 
affected the sultan, harassed with fatigue and 
suffering from the infirmities of s^e, that lie fell 
into a lingering disorder of which he died, in the 
seventy-third year of his age^ and the nineteenth 
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^ his reign in Egypt. He was succeeded bjr 
liis son Al Camel, whom he had fre- ^ ^^ 
quently appointed to govern the kingdom i219l 
daring^ his absence. 

This prince, however, ascended the throne in 
an unpropitious hour. By the death of Al Add 
at Damascus, his brother Al Moadhem seized aH 
the treasures and valuables in the palace, and 
oblf g^ed the ' chiefs of that city and kingdom to 
swear allegiance to him ; whilst the ti^asury of 
"Egypt had been nearly exhausted, to supply 
that of Syria, where the principal part of the 
army was stationed. The Franks not only closely 
besieged Damietta, but also made frequent and 
'dreadful inroads into the country, and threatened 
Its capital with fire and sword. These multi- 
plied evils were likewise aggravated by the re- 
sentment and hatred of the Mussulmen towards 
the Christians settled amongst them, whom they 
denounced as the cause and promoters of- these 
frequent and cruel incursions from Europe and 
Palestine. Such were the difficulties under which 
' Al Camel laboured from the commencement of 
his reign, and which compelled him to adopt 
measures harsh and severe, and such as neithet 
his courage nor sagacity could enable him to 
avoid. 

In order to silence at once the loud complaints 
of the Mahometans against the Christians, he 
issued out an edict, by which the latter, clergy as 
,well as laity, were obliged to contribute towards 
the support of the war, by rendering personal 
or pecuniary assistance. These exactions ■ were 
heavier on the Melchites, on account of their 
'friendship with the Franks, and readiness tojohi 
their forces, whenever an opportunity offered. 
VoL.XnL s 



d by Google 



Tiie XacoUtes also, though 4e88 obncodaus oad 
suspected, were oUiged to furaish YWt AumM^ 
nfioney* And the ^¥$u* had ^CGasioned «liGk^«i 
universal scarcity of com ai)d ^^^er prcMwioiiSi 
ihatmaoy weK finmshedtodcath, others tb«QPgh 
despair, put 4Mi jend io their ^^Hfltoacei ami :^»re«( 
numbers of the rich reaouiioed their mS^^ifaOa 
^ind Apostatized from .Chistuaity, that tk^ 
BUght avoid those heavy in^pofiU. 

Ui the Hieafi time, the .Franks hesi^g^d Iku 
iDietta with such vigour 4uad reiohitimiv thait 
notwithstanding the strong Jsctifications with 
which that city had been invest<3d« in <md^r t^ 
fender it an impregnable hulwaidL figaiost the 
fiasquent incursions of « the Xkeoks, it : was corp 
jstrained to yield to the^supenor Ibroe lai^ valour 
of the ChitstianSf and to surrender at ^Kretioii* 
This circuoistanee greatly disbeart^ied the 
,£gyptlaBS9andAo4ess«levaited the Hunds of the 
.eneny^ «uid both- expected that the reduction of 
the srhok kingdom would speedily feUow. In 
this dUemma^iddtsti?ess&il Aituaftion, the suitao 
4sq)plied to the emirs of Damascus and AVeppo 
' W assistance^ and was so fortunate as to form 
4UI alliance with those two iprinees, for ^he re- 
coveiy of the places which h9^ surrendered to 
the enemy, and the entire expulsion of the 
Franks. .Accordingly^ AlCamd having united 
his forces to those of his aUies, ^narchedto Ba- 
^nietta, which he besieged, and the Cluistians 
were <^liged to agree to a c^itulation, by which 
. ^ 1^ tb^y cbnsented to surrender the place, and 
1230. ^^ evacuate the kingdon^ This treai^, 
and the recovery of that fortress, imme- 
diately restored peace and tranquillity ; and the 
Franks, throi^h the want of conduct and uii»- 
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i lost a favourable oppo nam ty of makmg 
* ^'cs masters of Egrpt- 
!iicl i?ms afterwards very snccessfiiU and 
ULJvliico aev^rai considerable cities, and pro- 
iiiccs in Syriaj Paksi-itie^ and Mesopolainia^ 
' nnnUAed the government of \m Egyptiaa 
1^ to bis yoiiDger son Al AdeU whom 
:vted viceroy of ti>e kingdom, lie died 
L3CUS, in the twenty fifth year of hm 
Mi'f^a aiid the sixtieth of his aj^e. He wa* 
^iometitiics embarrassed and tormented by llie 
f^^aent quarrel* > among his Christian sub- 
the Jacobites and the Greeks, who oeca^ 
great disturl>ance, by the opposition of 
ihers OP relaiionsj or by the seditbus 
luct and insnireciions of the cmim of hia 
Ingdom. But htft courage and prudence foiled 
not to n^dcr him trinmphMit over aJl his ene- 
mies. Fond of literature and learning, he col- 
leci&d around him all the men of lelttra in his 
^CTythiTrins, conversed with them on different 
!*ijL'Tccts, and bestowed on them mark^ of hia 
HUMiificcnce and esteem. His death was uni- 
ftntUf lamented by all his subjects. 

A I Adelj the younger of Al Camel's sonSf 
who had for some time acted as viceroy ^ j^ 
~"^ BgypU was proclaimed successor to 12W^ 
Irane of that kingdom, by the free 
ttaiversal choice of the emirs and people. 
noddin, however, his elder bixjiher^ who was 
' at Damascus, settling the affairs of hia 
dominions, entered into a treaty of par^ 
Rtion with the sahebs^ or king^ of Abek and 
PEmessUj by which he had Egypt assigned him- 
^A^embling, therefore, a body of force s, he en- 
tered that kingdom^ amidst the acclamatiQns 
even of those Egyptian Sj who had been most 
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fi>rwqrd in electiag and swearing i^ginnoe . t9 
his brother Al Add. r 

Ncjmodditi was no sooner seated an die 
throne of Egypt^ than reflecting on the ciq>rk» 
aBd inconstancy of the grandbes, he, endea-- 
voured to gi?e stability to bis goTemment, bjr. 
means which depended not on the humour and 
authority of the emirs. For this purpose he iB-. 
creased the number of the MamefeukeS) who were 
a body composed of Circassian slaves, I'^a*. 
bonds, and Imnditti) without country» friends, or 
relations, and who knew and acknowledged na 
other master than him by whom tbey were paid. 
Saladin, the founder of the Aayabtte dynasty 
m order to suppress and overawe the faction of 
the Fatendtes, formed the stoutest and most 
courageous of these slaves into bodies of ml-' 
litia, to whom he intrusted the safety <ff his 
person, and the support of his throne* His suc- 
cessor followed his example; but Nojmoddia. 
ventured not only to incres^ their number, but 
to introdnce them as gimrds into the palace at- 
Cairo, and into other cities and fortresses of the 
kingdom ; by which means the emirs were kept 
in subjection during the whole of his reign* 

Id the mean time, whilst he was thus efD" 
ployed in sectmng to himself the kingdom of 
£gypt> he was no less impatient in recovering* 
possession of his dominions in Syria. Advano> 
ing, therefore, at the head of a body of Egyp-; 
tian forces, he attacked and defeated the army^ 
of his competitor, assisted l^ the Fr^inks 9Xkd a 
ereat number of Knights Templars,. Which was 
S>lfowed by the reduction of Damascus, and the 
ether cities of Syria. The Franks, who Were 
^atiy alarmed at the power and successof the 
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suUaiii^ made li-equenC and pre&^ng 
i-Uons to th£ states of Eufope to send them 
ftuccaui-s of men and money- Accord- 
a. oumerous body of troops arrived uiulcr 
iuct and command of Louis the Ninth, 
oi France. The first attempt of tliis mo- 
was to mal£e himstflf master of the city 
pori of Daniiella^ the garrison and fbrttE- 
ion^ ot which were at thai lime in no f*talc 
elenc«. The surrender of tiiis place proved, 
waa escpected, an effeciiial and speedy expc- 
ai £cjr compejling the sultan to withdraw 
Tictorious forces from Syria, that he might 
id hU doiDinions in Egypt. Nojmoddin 
na sooner apprised of these pnocee dings* 
l\\n he raised t]ie siege of Emessa, which wam» 
^tcn in a stale of blockade, and marched with 
il possihle haste to oppose the FrencJi monarcht 
"'* e:3&pel the Franks out of the kingdom* He 
however, on the way thither, in the for- 
,. -H year oi' h\^ age, and tlie ninth of bli 

Al Malek, the third son of Najmoddinj ^ p 
thuu^h at a distiuice fmni Egypt, was ac- 1219. 

I ' I v!Lcl:^ed sultan tlux>ugh the poUcy of 

- u ijufUe concuhin/i of his (atherj named Sliajr* 
-I ij jrj V. ^ was equally celebrated for her good 
:^t.use a. courage as for her ext^uisitc beauty« 
Having convened an assembly of the cmli-s and 
^liiridces, she made them sensible how necessary 

II v.as tiiat a chief should he immediately ap- 
iKiiutedt when the French Ling was rapidly ad*. 
''aiicing with bis troops towards the capital of 
tin: kingdom. In the midst, therefore, of con-» 
hi>!on and intrigues Al Malek was pt^ociainiedi -, 

Ko sooner was the newly elected sultan in*- 
S 3 
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formed of hb i^ipoihtmeat to the tfiitmey Ham - 
he hastened into Egypt, where haviftg assenH^ 
bled a noraeroas array, chiefly composed of MaA. 
mehikes, he marched to oppose smd rep^ tM| 
invading Franks. Louis, whom the number 
and appearance of the suKan's troops rather 
alarmed, thinking himself secure of victory if hm ' 
could only engage the enemy in the plain, led 
1h8 forces across a branch of the Nile, which <£* ' 
vided the two hostile armies. This imprudent 
measure inspired the Egyptians with courage t 
and having attacked the Franks with great va?- 
lour, they totally defeated the Christian arroy» 
and (ook many prisoners, in the number of 
whom was Lo^is, their Ung and commandei) 
A* D. 1250. 

This victory, which ought to have secured Al 
Malek on the throne, was the cause of his de^ 
position* The numbers and success of the M«^ 
melukes rendered them insolent and assuming) 
and they wished to impose laws on the sultaa 
relative to the ransom of the prisoners. Thetf 
pretensions he firmly re«sted, and was so iro« 
pradent as to hint, that he intended the disso^ 
lution and dismissal c^ that insolent body of 
men. The emirs, who were the chiefs of tte 
Mamelukes, were informed that Al Malek ^P^as 
proposing a treaty of peace and alliance with 
the French monarch and other Christian princeSt 
on condition that they would assist hiih with 
their excellent and wdl disciplined forces, in re- 
ducing to subjuga^n the finctiouB and rebel- 
lious corps* This being communicated to the 
aoldiers by the chiefs, an alarm was instantly 
difl^ised through the whole body of the Mame^ 
Kikes, and the revolt became general* The 
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tog prince, who went forth to appease the pco- 

rt and qucU the insurreclioti, was wounded bf 

icnoddm, one of the emirs. Al Malek, thtv^ 

tire, sensible that Jiis presence tended only to cx- 

fisperate the insur|^ents to a higher decree of fu* 

rv, and to expose himself to danger, sought re* 

_itigc in a moofien tower, erected on the banks of 

le Nile. Thither the enraged soldiery pursued 

inij and set fire to his retreat. The tower be- 

»g flooa in a blaze, the sultan jumped imo the rt- 

and endeavoured to save his life by jy ^ 

fiwiTTiming, but was pierced by their ar- liso' 

^fows in the stream, and expired, 

H^ The succession to the throne occastnned new 

^^^ties of riol and confusion. The insurgents 

Hi>^^ invested with supreme authority the artful 

P^COficublnei who hart procured the crown for AI 

Malek, and caused her to be acknowledf^ed sul- 

taness of Egypt j but being afterwards ashamed 

ta see themselves commandt^d by a woman and 

a slave, they proclaimed Al Moez, one of their 

piincipal emirs ; aJid soon weary of his gon*m-» 

ment they deposed him, and felt some remorse 

»tliat they had secluded the Aayabite family 
from their sovereigmy and inheritance. Thef 
llicrefore made diligent search for and disco* 
tered a prince of that race, who, being only six 
fears of age, was extremely proper for their 
purpose, since the principal emirs might still go* 
vem ufkder the cover and sanction of his name* 
The Aayabite family, however, was soon after 
deprived even of all nominal power or interest 
in the kingdom- A I Moez, the deposed Mame- 
hike sultan^ by the address of Shajr-al-dor, whont 
he bad mamed, became sufficiently powerful to 
i«iastiitc himself in the so?ereigntyi and he be* 



,y Google 



d^M 



moliike suUaBft were a^rwards destroyed I^K' 
A. IK ^^°^ ^ Second* etnfyecor of CofmtwntH 
^7. ooplet who defeated and i^grwMxia haa^ 

ed Toman Bey, the last of their pr»c«s» 
Selim was satisfied with aUdiBhing the w ewo rrAji 
of the Mamelukest and penailtd their ariatof 
•raq^ to coiiUdii6> o^ conditioiv that t]M7 pak^ 
an annual tributei were obedient in matters «f 
£uth to the mufti of Constantinaplef and ia* 
serted the name of the Qtta man eafwog k» Ui*> 
prayers, and on the c«n. 

Syria, the usgal i^^panage of £g;pt,. bma^* 
withdrawn^ that country has nwely intonoed*- 
died with foreign a&in; aad dumg the pn&< 
eminence of the Ottoman power, it wa» one 96 
the quietest and nwMt si^missixe of the fwe^ 
yincos. But since the Turkisb^ domination «^ 
peared on the ded]ne> the Mamelukes haye isK 
ereased, and become mastera of att U>e vickee 
and strength of the connuy. Ibmlum Ki«|»* 
A. B. ^"^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ ^* latter M»mehi heag 
1746. vbu had the addrasB to reader, hinaaela 

master of Egypt. The pacha became ». 
mere phantoitt, and the commands o£ the s^tan 
vanished before hinu At his deathr his slaves 
were divided among Uiamselves, but contmiMd 
A.D. ^ S^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ others. At kng^t^"* 
X766i. however, Ali Be^ obtained a decided aSi» 

ceadancy ovec his rivals, and rondei^ed 

• Th€ fii*st Mameluke sultan, by employing his tur- 
bulent tend sedttious subjects rn the invasion and con- 
ijoest of ^ria, reigned Seventeen yeaM ; but none be- 
tides governed so kmg.' The 8weid» itoe bow^etriflgt 
poison, publick murder, or private asssMination, was ' 
the fate of a series of tyrants^ Cor (y<fevea of whoa^ aia, 
recorded by name. 
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elf coiiifjkte master of the country* Prom 

ImoTni^nt hit> boundkss and insatiable ambU 

was fully apparent. No longer satisHed 

ihe humbk title of bey i he longed to a&- 

tlie more honourable distinction of sultan 

Elgypt, and to thraw olT entirely the supre* 

iacy of the emperor* With this view he cx* 

^t:Ued the pacha, refufietl the accustomed tri- 

i^tej and coined money in his own name* He 

r^mmaiided several vesseh to be equipped at 

mea:, and raanned wiih Mamelukes^ which mailed 

I Geddai and seized on that [mrl ; whilst, at 

>e 5aTne time a body of cavalry entered and 

iei-ed the city of Mecca. The project of 

'V this expcdilionf \vm to rendei- Gedda the 

':tn|>onum of the Indian commerce, and to 

4#lige Europe to abandon ibe passage of the 

C^pe of Gootl Hope, and substitute the ancient 

toyitc of the Medtteiranean and Red Sea. 

All determiniuj^ to commence Jus conquests^ 
Syna presented itself as the first object^ and 
every thing seemed favourable to his views : the 
^>ltomau forces had sufficient employment in the 
Hui5S4an war; Shiek Daher in rebellion against 
Uic Porte, was a powerful and faithful ally ; and 
line extortions of the pacha of Damascus dis- 
[xjssing many to revolt, a favourable opportunity 
^viis afforded of invading his government- To 
ilie united arms of Ali and Shiek Daher> the 
Lf>wns of Jaffa and Rama, and all Palestine, sur- 
iTudtred; and Damascus was on the point of 
trilling into theii' posse ssion> when they were de- 
pKved of it by the treachery and ingratimde of 
■^ Mameluke of Alii who commanded the army* 
^me time after die city of Said, belonging to 
DihfTj being besieged by the Turkisih forces, 
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Mi «td Babw ftiKKlkidito ll»i«Ber v6^ a Mi^^ 
•f seven thomand cavalry^ At the appvonc}! tf 
theenemj^ tbe Turks, whe^ army amooffted^t^' 
three times the nuttiber of that of the SyrfflBRy 
raised the siege so&d decaMi]ped iiordi#aAl <^ 4iMf 
ohy, where they took a p<9«tioti^ The most^ kn*^ 
^ j^ portant and regular engagement' oF ^Kt 
1772. ^"^w hero took pliwse : the TurkMf tiaaPcettr 
were enUrdy defeated^ and Dalfer rertnttiff^ 
0d in the fvUl possesion of his territories* .Ml' 
dtxm after intended to return to Cairo. T>Mgfi^ 
aigreed to render him asslslanoe ift diepn»ectl^ 
tion of his designs ; and he had eontracted an ib^ 
Simee with the Russlanfrrwhopitmilsed^telli^Mtf 
bis enterprisef hut AH departed^ txy the cmpUXBA^ 
^i^hoat waitini;^. for the Russian auxiliaries^ &» 
the mad thither he wa» atteickdi^aiyd madd" prt^ 
floner by a body c^ MasGNAukeffy whom-Mt^Hcditi*' 
raed Bey had posted in Uicr desert fbr diat pw^ 
peae, and put t^^^^^eai^ soon^ after^ Aft Bey^ it is 
evident, projeetcti the dtsign^ of seathig himBetf 
in the throne of' tli^ s«iiUMTSi and he woaM hsvf^ 
aocompU^ied his: pappose ha# his scheiMee boev 
bet(»r conducted-^ or bad he ftei suffered by dkf 
laMMt Isorrible ingrtftftude. lie w^ unctoubted^ 
an extmc»ttinatfy di«tuicer; but hermist'not fev" 
ranked" tn the das* of gfeta men. He wvis- peiv* 
sesscdrindoedy of ther seedsof nMe^ qualificadoin^ 
but want oB caUure hiwdered thetw ftom anMfig' 
ac maturity and peHbodon. lie was oensmnljr 
animated with' the desife of obtaining" ti^ue i^eirf, 
and this waa never yettlie p<n^on-of wealt or wl* 
gar minds^ 

A^ D. Mottammed Bey, vrhe was c onfit wetf 
1773.' in his authority by the death of Aiiy dis- 
played) during.a reign ^ tvo years; tfar 
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cf a.iMtftcn*) «nd tke ferodtf off n rob* 

•Ixnr* Proieask^ to be the defender of tbe soi- 

.i«ii'9 ii|^t«9 and^ tihe laimter of. his will, he 

'jlook the cu8t9»imy oaths of ^aUegiaoce and un- 

.fincted obedkiice, and remitted to CoostaxMi* 

.4K>ple the trihiiKje Wihkb had been ioteiruptad 

>|«r aix 3Feikr8. To prore his loyalty, he requested 

4iey»»iMi«a of the Porte to declare war against 

Sheik Bahery to which he was instigated by 

isnolivcs .of a primlie nature* He therefore 

.WBMTchfEid lao army into Palestine, and hesiegod 

JbtfiBm whieh after isome time eapiudated* A 

few* of the Mameliikesi however, entered* the 

•toiwn; which they attempted to plunder; but 

'idle i»babitaiiU defending tbemseWes, a combat 

'#ii0ued* The whole army then rushed into the 

cky, Mid all the kihalMtants of whatever age, 

.«ea^ or condition, were put to the sword. The 

feiiQcieiu3 and brutal conqueror caused a pyra- 

fleid to be formed ef the heads of the .unfoitu- 

fkale aefferora, as a moBument of his victory and 

Iriomph. 

After the de»th of Mohunmed, Mou- ^ j^ 
■jat aad Ibrahim Bey agreed to divide 1775 * 
-Uie comdnand between them. The two 
fronlederates, however^ soon experienced a for* 
midable opposkion in the adherents of the late 
All Bey, who secretly repining at seeing all the 
amthority usurped by a new faction, and them- 
arives entirely excluded, determined to shake 
tff Ihe yoke. They therefore united into one 
fMty, under the appellation of the House of Ali 
jBey, the chiefs of which were Hassan and I^ 
mael Bey, who conducted their enterprise with 
such ability and secrecy, that Mourat and Ibra* 
him were compelled to abandon Cairo, and to 
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seek refege in die Said, or Upper E^ypt. M 
the latter being reinforced in dieir retres^^^t 
great number of their ^a?e3 and adfeerelitSy-ro* 
turned to Cairo, routed their enemies, and «i 
turn expelled them the city. Mourat and Una* 
litm at length granted their opponents the pos- 
session of a district above Girga; but having 
^ jy made some suspicious and hostile mov^ 
1783. nients, another attempt to exterminiUe 
them was immediately resolved. In ofder 
to carry on the war, a contribution of five hifli* 
dred thousand dollars * wab imposed on tbe 
commerce of Cairo, and the bakers anS other 
tradesmen were compelled to furnish their com- 
modities under the prime cost. The baggage aiid 
stores of the army were conveyed up the l^le in 
boats : and Mourat marched for the Said, with 
his cavalry, along the banks of the river. Many 
of the exiles, at the sight of thetroq)s, imme^ 
ately dispersed, and Others surrendered to the 
enemy; but Hassan and Ismael disdaining to 
capitulate, retreated towards Assuan, with two 
hundred and fifty horse. Having posted them- 
selves very advantageously among the rocky 
precipices of the cataract, Mourat foimdit in»- 
possible to force them and therefore returned to 
Cairo ; and the exiles regained thdr former ses- 
tion* 

^ P On the first of July, the French landed 

1798. an army of 40,000 men in Egypt, under 

the command of General Bonaparte, one 

of the most daring and successful Q«>mmaiiders 

that modern times^have produced. Whether 

* One hundred and nine thoiisaod* three hundred ap^ 

seventy five pounds sterling^. 
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<liii expedttioa was undertaken by the French 
-with the sole design of subduing that country, 
y pr of attempting to direct their arms by the Red 
Seat and thus reach the Biitish possessions in 
bdhh is not certainly known, but the latter opi- 
aion generally prevails. The town of Alexan- 
4na was the first object of the French com^ 
mander, which he took by assault, after putting 
to flifght the Arabs and Mamelukes who de- 
fended it, and of whom he killed about three 
hiUiidred. Having entered the city, Bonaparte 
assembled the Turkish chiefs, and explained to 
them the motives of his visiting Egypt, which 
he stated to be the deliverance of the country 
from the tyranny and usurpation of the beys, 
who were equally the enemies of the Poi*te and 
of tl;ie French people ; and having required from 
AeipL an oath that they weukl neither injure tiixr 
betray him, he permitted the greater number to 
cetatn the places which they occupied* Having 
amtinued three days in Alexandria^ to render 
the organization of the city complete, of which 
guieral Kleber was left in command, the French 
anay commenced their march across the de* 
'. seru 

No soonei* bod the French landed in Egypt, 
Ifaaa the wretched food, and sdll more wretched 
water, which alone could be procured— the sting 
of insects, the filth and misery with which they 
I were every where surrounded, gave them a dis- 
taste for the country, and inclined them to think 
j that it was still visited by the plagues of Pha- 
! * mob. But if the entrance into Egypt was not 
I inviting, the march of the army across the de- 
sert, ^m Alexandria to Rosetta, completely 
fi^ed up the measure of disappointment jsaii} 
yp^.XJII, T 
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cHt^iMt. Unaecu6t0BMd lo tbs lieikfc ^T a tvo^ljl 
climate, unused to trayene bCtfmn fuicL maan^ 
desert^ and unobseimni of the carders whiA 
httd been iwoed, the sddias exhMisted ti»» pie- 
viMtM, or suffered theHk to «poU> beiere sb^ 
xeacbed the end of their joiim^. Resetta, hew* 
ever, whkh TnsA Bo Pesistence to titc entrsuKse 
of Ae French tr©Glp^ terasiwited fisfil^ of %b«r 
diflicidtiies. Uavias left a gartifm in thks pfe^x 
ii^der Uie cemmand of fenoral Menou^ dud 
anetker at Rhatnauaeh, a town farther iqi tte 
nrerv fit thte eMrancit of the canal of AleiMdiw> 
whither a cohamn of the armf had beea daOiciwd 
at the smit Ume with that tt> Roaetta^ Bwa* 
parte ecmtioued tus march along tbe haiik» of 
the Nik teww^a Caiwfc. 

HHheno no ohstaele of inaq^eiUfite had pre* 
sented itself to the French mvadbr ; hut on the 
arrival of ^e army near Giaeh) Boaiaparte found 
that MoursA Bey had aaseimhhid ali hk forces 
in the neighhourhood of a ^rdlage oalted Em- 
babehy Vi^here he intended to dbpnfee md oppose 
his father pro$;ress. The Mamdmhes amoimted 
to ten thousand men^ and fought with dc^)enite 
courage; but the action, though bloody, was 
nciUier long -nor dottbtfWl. Plwrt of. the wftf 
of the Mamehiteft was either exterminalxid bf 
the swocdt or drowned in Uie river ; the rtst 
with Mourat Bey, retreated to Upper Egypty 
and saxM thenaselves by flight. Tht» actieiiy 
which was denominated the SatHc ^ tke Fy- 
ramidBf convinced the French, ifom the ehstiiwte 
resistance made by an infenor army, iinskiifcd 
in Eimipean i^ticks^ that they had bo ordisuay 
enemy to combat and oven:ot»e* Tiie ipoils of 
t^ skan were, however^ extremdy valuahic? 
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«acK Mameliike carriec] witli hfm in fii» ivUkrch 
arQoufit of \\h forloneT or his pliindtr* 
ti consequence of the tivent of this balllf , Bo- 
te was waited on by the principal ii^habil- 
atnd magtfitrAles of Csiircj, whkh the nrmf 
■<:nii rt ri In ii'iiimph* TKe Fr4:nch commiuider 
liTritelj^ parted his traopB into three divi^ 
11^ of which was it:nt under the command 
^1*5*1 Desaix, to puj-sLM; th<! Mainft^hiktt 
had escaped into Up[)€r K^vfrt j ihc second 
kft at Cairo; and with the third he followed 
.him Bey, who had ft^d so pr<iC!pitately, that 
couki not be overtaken- Having rttyrncd to 
Cairo* Bonaparte employed himself in ftrrang- 
Mlg the detaiia ^f the adminiat ration of Lower 
Egf [It J sem garrisons to Damietla and Man- 
mm^m ; and esiahlbhed laaaretios to oblige every 
ship that came from suspected countries to per^ 
fbrm quarantine. He also commanded worli- 
ehot)6 to be constrticted at Gizeh, for fumisliing 
the difiTerent male rials of Ihc army j fonned an 
•dministration for coining money ; and published 
labl«« of the relative value of French aiid Egyp- 
tian cun^eney* 

Thus did the subjugation of E^pt appear to 
be complete ; but a dreatlful destiny awaited the 
iketT which had conveyed thither this hkherto , 
fii^rtnnate commander. On the first of August, 
ihc Bntiflh edmiml Nelson, who had received! 
tlie command of a considemble number of shipsij 
Rppeftred off the mouth of t!ic Nile, ajid miide 
diftpositions for attacking the enemy. Thei 
Fi'ench fleet, which consisted of one ship of one 
hundred and twenty guns, three of eighty, and I 
nint* of seventy-fonr, besides others of leaser siaie^ J 
*^M8 at anchor in the bay of Aboukii*. The ad* 
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miral placed tbem as near the shore aspoosibl* 
in a strong and compact line of battle, flanked 
by four frigates and many gun4xiatS9 and pro- 
tected in the van by a battery. By one of those 
daring and skilful manauvresi however, which 
distinguish the commanders of the British navy, 
the English admiral haying penetrated with the 
half of his squadron between the French fleet 
and the shore, placed the enemy between two 
fires, and commenced the attack* 

At sun-set the action began, and soon ap- 
peared to be in favour of the English* Both 
parties fought with great sjurit and bravery. 
Brueys, the French admiral, was deprived of hb 
life by a ball ; and in the space of an hour after, 
his ship the I'Onent, took fire, and blew up with 
a dreadful explosion. This event decided the 
victory ; but the French continued the engage- 
ment during the night, till almost every captain 
on board had perished* The approach of morn- 
ing discovered their vessels immovable in the 
water, and in possession of the enemy* The 
English took nine ^1 of the line, and one wa» 
burned by order of her commander* This im- • 
portant victory, which will ever appear with 
lustre in the annals of history, desut>yed the 
whole nftval force of the French in the MetU- 
terranean, insulated the army of Egypt from 
their country, and precluded all means of eb* 
taining supplies from France. 

Left entirely to the resources of his own u^ 
Tention, Bonapaiie continued his civil and mi- 
litary operations with still greater activity* At 
Belbeis and Salahieh forts and redoubts were coi^ 
structed, which might resist the attacks of the 
Turks on the side of Syria ; and plans were pro* 
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for the better defence of AU>: . ' ' ifij 

liy of Cairo. A national in&i^ t^t- 

jieclj spme of whose objects ot utUiUion 

^^ll^ purification of salt- pet re i the constrm;- 

Vind and water mills, which servetl for 

!*e of raising the water inio cisterns, oa 

Snt'of its acquiiing ii brackbh mA dx^pfgre^ 

jt^tc by lying on \hQ ^romdy oml aUo fqr 

jftipding of corn i the composiiigri f*i' hread ; 

Fa pi epfir^^lioii of fermented UfiUors* as n sqb- 

ilut« far wine » besides n^itural b^sloryt ai*t»i 

|^itle«> and other reftear^hea of sci*:ncc wr 

iure» The shiek^ of differeiii p4*ovlne©a 

alsp convened, ^bo 1^!^. -- .1 - m?^ --iii|- 

:?ss ^d dignity c^rt^in t' ro* 

ffqrr)}** A^ the festival of tLtr ^tuiivtir^a! v ^n Lhe 

?i^tjch repubUc happened ui this periodj theie 

^gyptiiin aages joir^ed in the cckhpaliotii which 

took pi Lie c 5it Culm with greijt pomp and sokti\* 

■ miy* liy such couritous and poliijck manners, 

^Dp^parte trndtavouix^d to obtain the csteeiii and 

idence of hi a new allies, which a continuaTiGc 

Ictories over the Bey^ and Maineliike% ihtlj? 

E:s&(irs, teemed also to confirm- At this pe- 

ihe forces of Ibralnm Bey, who had fled 

^(wards Syi'ja^ were defeated by a detachment 

of the army on tiie coaEt ; sind the troops of 

^ounit Kvnv attacked and put to flight by Dc- 

&iiy> neaf the pyi-amlds of Saccara, in Upper 

But ii hfLvIni^ been mmoured at Cairo, tb^c 
the grand Signor had cfeclared war agaiiist thp 
invadej^a of Egypt and the Frtmch naiion, m m- 
si^rrection broke out, in the first connYiolions of 
wMcb gener4l Dupiiisj tbe commandant of the 
ciiy, ^r4 scYCiid soldiers we^e niiAsstat;rc(|# %i^j^ 
^ T 1 
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house of General CafiEarelh was be^eg^ aM 
taken, and all that had'defended it were inim^- 
diately put to death. The French, however, r#- 
coTcring from their surprise and confusioti) 
made a strong and speedy resistance to the iK- 
surgents ; the cimnon were pointed in every di- 
rection ; and the Turks and Arabs, who cortf- 
posed the mass erf the revolt, were put to fltg!ft 
BSid compelled to seek refuge in their mosques 
and places of worship. These they considered i^ 
-safe and inviolaUe asylums, because the French 
had never presumed to enter them, from a itf- 
«gard lo the rdtgious usages and opinions of tht 
people, to which the commander in chief haid 
affected to be a convert, as his proclamatioflt 
evince. Bonaparte summoned the insurgents W^ 
deliver up their principals in the revolt ; but 
the Turks refusmg, the mosques were forced 
and every soul perished. 

' This revolt, which was &tal to the Arabs and 
Turks, served to confirm the power and inBu- 
cnce of Bonaparte. The Egyptians were htl 
concemed in insurrection i and the Greeks, wlu^ 
liad hitherto Temained neuter, joined the French* 
This was deemed by the General a favouratH^ 
j0pportunity for pubHshmg the declaratioa d* 
iirar, made against hun by the Ottoman Porte T 
nind havmg secured the continuance of intemift 
tranquilHty, he prepared for extending^ his con« 
quests,. or, to use his own language, **fer tlie 
further deliverance and rcgeneratbn of the cas* 
tern world." 

England, however, coeW not suffer the cstal>i 
iishment of such a cok>ny in Egypt, so near and 
hostile to the East India territories, and had 
meKlbre cognbined with the Porte in a pni^ 
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I general attack, which was intended, if possi* 
» lo ex|>el tlioee new and dangerous ntrgh- 
'«oura from their conquests and usiirpationi. 
^^bc preparations were made in 8yria, md com- 
^^■Htcti to the €£Lre of the pacha Dje^^r^ who 
^^ras to traverse Aaia Minor, and to attack Egfpt 
-fith a powerful army. At the same time a 
strong diversion was also to be made towartfs 
he mo4iths of the Nile, and by the remains of 
Uie troops of Mourat Bey in Upi>er Egypt, united 
to the other ho^iile parties. Whilst Bonaparte 
j^ves eiti ployed with the members of the Instt^ 
^Bltet in making surveys of the canal of Suez^ of 
^Hich vestiges were found still remaining, he 
was informed of the preparationa and mov<?- 
menis of Djezzar* whom the Gmnd-Signor had 
ippointed pacha of Egypt. He resolved, tlicre- 
lbrei lo march into Syria with an army of about 
^>3iOOO men, and to attack the enemy before they 
^|bad lime to commence oOenslve operations* 
^V. During the absence of Bonaparte^ General 
Dugua was charged with the command of Cairo ; 
General Menou was stationed at Rosctta % and 
Ailjutant^General Almeyras at Damietta, the 
forliBcations of which be had orders to iinish* 
General Mannont waa intrusted with the com- 
mand of Alexandria, which became daily of 
more importance, and was threatened both by 
the English and the plague^ General DesaiiE 
continued with his dctdchmcnt of troops in Up* 
per Egypt, and endeavoured, by redoubled dill* 
gence aixl activity, to keep in awe the remains 
the Mamehikea, and to prevent Mourat Bey 
tmni taking advantage of the expedidon into 
Syria, in the mean time, Sir Sidney Smith, the 
Bri^jBfe €«>niiuodorcj one of the most gaUaol el^ 
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^p^r* pf hi» ?kg«, hging informed of the fin* 
mqv^ineots of th^ troops under Bonaparte, ^i^ 
di?;E^vour^d to ret-4rd the Qeperf^ l>y the bqn^ 
^b^rclm^ot of Alexandria, whicHu however, \n-^ 
jured the F^e^h no ferth«?r, ths^n by d^str^iymjg' 
.two of their tr*n^port§, 

During the timo of th« e^^p^ dition iptg Sjri^ 
whiph Govpplet^ly failed, chiefly owing to the 
^k\\\ and Wvery of Sir Sydney §ipith» %yinpe 
tpm^ of reveii wei-e mwifest^d in several p^im cf 
ti^e country } ^%rlies rfth^ Mam^lu^eS| disperse^ 
^ driven into the western de^mi J^wi enter^ 
the province^ pf Lower Egypt* and epdeayqufq^ 
10 e35:cite the Ambs ftg?^in«t the Frenchv ][n op^ ' 
.4er, aUO| iQ divide the attention of the^emft 
and to give mqpe qonfide^Vpe to the iB%upgent% 
the English dispatched adtpir^l Bl^nl^et qp thfj 
Red S«i^ with 2^ few shig^ of \W» «onie of whic^ 
^pro?iqhed Suea;^ A^ts of rigour and severity 
\9tte e^cercised on the prt^n^oteri of the revolt,;, 

YiUftgP^ .WP»*e burned to i^uppresa the ^editi^n ; 
ijiul the presence of JBonf^parte agjun qon^pletelf 
ne-est?LbUshed ordeir and tr?»nquillHyi N9 aooncr 
was the comiipander in chief retjurned into Egyp^i 
th?in he immedljitelj^appUed hiinsielf to i-ep^dr th^ 
j^^s sustained by the ^rmy in th© Syii^ e^p^. 
^ition I aud \n the space of three we^k^ the di(- 
fcrf nt eorps were co^pletedf m4 the trpopa 19 
4 conditipn to under^e new oip?Ri^9P«» ^n4 te 
f^Gt the eneniy. 

, Jn the mea^n vrhile, Sir Sydney Sn>itb, f ni?att- 
ing with ?LrdoUr the esecytipa pf the P^. of 

campaign projected s^in^t Egypt* fonmi aii fev- 

epoase of zfiiftl and Activity on ttie part of the 
pttppoans, ail^r the French bad ijeen defeated 
«fi4 nv^^^ bs%f %\p John d'AcjTfif S^id M^*.t 
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laphft Pacha assembled at Rhodes the troops 
destined for the attack of Alexandria; Euro- 
pean officers were appointed to direct the details 
of this enterprise; and the combined English 
and Turkish fleets sailed for the coast of Egypt. 
The movements of the Mamelukes and Arabs 
indicated the projects of the allies, and the ap* 
proach of their armament. Bonaparte was in 
pursuit of Monrat Bey, near the pyramids of 
Gizeh, when he received intelligence from Alex* 
andria^ that a Turkish fleet of one hundred saR 
had anchored in the road d§ Aboukir, from 
which.the Turks had landed three thousand men, 
with artillery, on the shore of the peninsula, and 
carried the fort by storm* All the gcfnerals com* 
manding detachments of troop$, which were in 
motion^ were ordered to. march towards the place 
of landing, and to make Rhamanieh the place of 
rendezvous, where the army soon after assem* 
hied. 

Having . attacked and obtained possession of 
Fort Abbukir, the Turks began to intrench 
themselves, and to form magazines. Their forc^^ 
which increased daily, was estimated at 1 5,000 
men, and they appeared to be waiting for greater 
reinforcements, and for the junction of Mourat 
Bey, in order to invest the city of Alexandria* 
Bonaparte perceiving that the enemy intended 
to fortify and maintain themselves in the pe- 
ninsula, determined to attack them ; and having 
marched his troops to the weUs> between Alex- 
andria and Aboukir, and received information 
Inspecting the position of the Turks, formed his 
plan of engagement* Mustapha Pacha defended 
the entrance of the peninsula by two lines of 
troops^ and by iatreoHchmontay which were stiil 
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tbe re<)ou^ wUdi bftd bten takta *oa 

/(onTefted into m intmnctaienl* 

The (Ul»ck of thft Ftt nek vm doi^ienie 
di'o^ftilii. Bf arskiild iMixM^oort two < 
TpHu v«rc dmlodifd and u^nmndcd^ 
penftbe4 by Ibti fire of the enemy, - of 
drQWiMid^ After tuif rinf wrans fe|MalsMi» 
Fr^ch wbwg Uie mommu wh«n the Tt^ 
feic^ i»Mwd firamlbMr iiUfsaehixieiiti^ 
4Ih( i:^4oilbft 4n4 C4mwi k. in vun did Ma^*^ 
.Ii^b4 Pacbft eadMT<iur>. bf wevji po6sible cfl bi t , 
tQ n^ Uft tPoopH vhkk werr now iMsod «n 
4WT PMUt* The Tuckt Avi m all iide«» ud 
.Itii'^w ihfflMdk^ iolo the tea ; th« greater paft 
CQHkl BPl Ji«ftek the Vttsacbi vJuek were too ir 
.di«laAl| mi ptmhied in the iM«e«; tte !•- 
»«indef q{ ^ AmjTf vitfa Mutt^idia Fftctet 
was surrounded and made prisoners, with the 
'.1PCQfiiKi<» of only t«# buBdrod laton. . The fort 
1^ Mmtif^ «ft«f a bowbardnent oF aight d«f ii 
.wrrfn^MT^ to tfae «KHny i and die son of th* 
•9fu;ba and two tbouiaiid men thvtw dmm tbe^ 
wm»f and were, nia4e pnao^eira of waiw Tbh 
:yi^g»py OFer tbft Ttivhs wa& attended with eonal- 
.d^r9Mole»9to4iaFraidHwhobadagreat nam- 
M9 kiUed and woooded. 

Tiie iiitemr ef Egypt waa now entirely tran- 
quil ; the placea, the ferta^ and the battel^ en 
the coast, were^ weU armed and abundantly pi^ 
visioned $ and tboie kind^ of defence might be 
adll tendenad more perfect, before Sir Sy^ncjr 
8mith could be able to make new preparatieny, 
and to ofgeni^e the difiei!ent troops fiom Si^ 
nica and the Da^dandfeS) for ao^they inwH^ 
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emmiff, Bonaparte wtighlnf tfmm mat- 
maturetyf ami beinj^- informed of the liuio 
limine acid France at that |>mod, left a feu 
[ cotuai 111 ug t lie [K>mi nation of kkbcr to the 
^f &orfiiiijiind in Lower, and of D^satx ro ihat 
per Kgypt, and secrclly saikd for the Mtnch 
Ifi Uk- direciioii« ^vcn, howevi^r, to Ge- 
iLlebcr, he was instmcied in cofitinue ihe 
L^ciations with the Ottoman conn, whi^h Bo^ 
irte bad himself com nienccd ^ and *hich ar- 
i, that the co mm tinder In chief dki not con* 
tr E^pt as tenable, after the desiriiciion of 
fteci, and the absolute nii^hty of the French 

..Aft^r variotia conferences and correspondence 
'Vih Sir Sidney Smith, the Britifih comniodofc 
i^ plenipotentiary, it was agreed that the French 
rmy should em back with arm^, baggage, and 
^Ifects, and be Uiu) sported to France, as weH in 
-s own vessels, as in others fiirntshed by the 
Iji this modC) so inglorious for the Fi-ench 
and so little honourable for those who 
ntied the expedition ^ was this celebrated con- 
It of Egypt about to lemiinale ; and what 
avated the misfbrtone was, that the English, 
rivals, would thereby ot>tain possession of^ 
couRli7> This tj-eaty was sigi^d at EI- 
Fiich, It had not bten doubted but that the 
fib couit would accede to the terms agretd 
houj^h the instmctions received and trans* 
ed by Lord Keitli ^veie entirely adverse. 
The giajid ifi^ier, by virttie of the convention, 
h«4 be:en put in possession of most places in 
rerjund of all in Upper Egypt, and requ!i*ed 
the French should also deliver up the cita^ 
of Cairo- Kleber, liowcvcT, not only re- 
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Cused» but notified to the g^raad vii^ bis delep- 
mination to roMime hoBtiIitie«, for which he pr»^ 
pared his troops, by reading to them the propo^ 
siti<ms of Lord Keith. The French army paiw 
tOQk of the indignation ci their general ; and 
bpth forces being drawn out in oi^er of battle^ 
a. furious and dreadful engagement ensued* The 
TurkS) howctveis were thrown into disorder, and 
their whole army, consisting of 40,000 men, be- 
took themselves to flight in all directions ; their 
camp was abandoned ; and the rout became ge* 
neral. The Turks had eight thousand men kiW 
led or wounded, whilst the loas of the French) 
whose anny amounted onfy to 15,000, was com- 
paratively trifling. Kleber, having returned to 
duro, punished, in an exemplary manner, the 
cruelties and horrors, which, during his absence, 
had been inflicted on the friends and partisans 
of the French. 

After the battle of Heliopolis, and the siege 
of Cajro, the French army was represented as 
surrounded with the most brilliant circumstances* 
Kleber formed the Greeks and Copts into ba& 
talions, whom he trained to the use of arms, and 
clothed in the uniform of his country. That gCf 
nend, however, was assassinated at Cairo, imd 
Menott succeeded to the chief ccmimand. Much 
time, it is said, elapsed after the English ^ jy 
army had been provided with necessaries isnl 
for opening the campaign, liefore it ar« 
rived in £gypt ; and it was not till die firitiah 
minister sent positive orders to the general, that 
the expedition was undertaken. The Turks, 
however, who perhaps equal^ feared the success 
and the defeat of their ajlies, were in no basti^ 
to move in concert with them. 
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' At len^tl^the English fleet appeared in th^ 
fead ti( Ab6iikir, and as soon asithe wind was 
l&Tourable) the debarkation of the troops under 
General Sir Ralph Ab^^romby commenced^ 
The asulors rowed* stancUng, with incredible vi- 
gour, regardless of the fire of the French artil- 
lerfy while the troops lay at the bottom of the 
boats. The French stationed on the shore, were 
compelled to retreat towards Alexandria and 
Rotetta ; and the English proceeded to blockade 
the fort of Aboukir, which capitulated soon after. 
In the- mean time, General Menou, who had 
been informed of the arrival and debarkation of 
the British forces, and also of the approach of 
tiie grand vizier on the side of Syria, coUectedl 
Ms troops, and marched to meet the English 
army. Previously, however, to his reaching Rha- 
manieh. Generals Lanusse and Friant, with a 
small number of forces, had the boldness and in* 
trepidity to .engage the whole army of the op- 
ponents, consisting, as it is said, of 16,000 in- 
fantry, ^000 marines from the fleet, 200 horse, 
and ten pieces of cannon*. After an engagement 
m which the English lost 1,500 and the French' 
SOO men, the latter retreated towards Alexan- 
dria, to provide for the defence of that city ; and 
the former situated themselves with their right! 
to the sea, near the Roman camp, and their left 
opposite to the point of lake Maadieh ; and im- 
mediately began, with great activity, to fortify 
this position, by a strong line- of redoubts. 

• This amount of the troops is given by General Reg- 

nierj we know not how far he is correct in his statement^ 

of the Engfish and French forces in his account of this 

campaign ; but he is palpably partial to his own coimtr^r- 

. men. 

Vol,. XIII. ^3 
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The Frottcfa UtN^ having cfibcsbM. % ^inttiadr 
•ear Akxaiidlri%* and the enemsr boiiig. pa^ed » 
a strong and fortified siHutsony k was dateavaiotf 
ed to make an attack od thw ligbt wing- wkh^ 
n^roor and impeloosilyw Axxar^Bf^f the iorcem 
umkr General Menoui cenaisiingi as it ia aaifll^ 
0f 8^30 infiu&tty, l,SiM> ca^akf^ wkh. fonty^^m 
^eoes «t cannon) having aaseatibfed before. iIkjn!- 
li|^ at the adva^iced poits^ nnaichad to em^ap ^ wt 
the Engltah army^* A &ls6^ assault on the kA 
was cQomenced whilat it was dark* and weotcA^ 
ad in attracting the attention of the Em^Mu 
General Lanusse^ who commanded the U& wksg*^ 
immediately moved to engage the right of tlir 
Engliah, where the moat £oriiiidable attadi ymam 
imoided. Perceiving, honvever, tiiat the hri- . 
gade under General Valentine^ who waa cMreetaiip 
bis march towarda the redoubt and the RooaaK 
caaipf waa checked by ^e henry fire of the Bci^ 
tiah forcea» he hastened to the apoty raUied* and 
led tliem back to the ch«*gei At tJMt moment^ 
be tsceived a mortal wound ; and the impular 
with which he had animated the troopai imme* 
diately ahated i and they were repulsed by the 
Englkh^ Several other attempta were OMde oa 
the enemy'a nght» but with no better sncceaa> 
and the forces fom^ it im|iQnMe to penetrate 
the English knes* In the centre dao the French 
were every where repefied^ and great mnabeta 
af them alain, or taken prisoaersk 

After the &iiure of this first attack^ the di»- 
persion of the troops, and the loss of general 
l^anusse^ the French became sensible that all 
farther efibru were vain and useless i becaase, 
. previously to the commencement of the actian^ 
every expectation of success had been founded o|i 
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dfects opa 6mt aasfiulu The EnglisH, con* 
that the prmcijMil attack was directed 

Uieir righl, maixhed Lheir reserve to Hi 

Cent^i'sil Menou then oixlcrtd the ca» 

lo charge the enemy, when a most dread* 

'"il eaiTiage fiisaecl* Tlwy penetfftted to ih* 

ooTifi line of the Brithh infantry and the re* 

The brave Abercromby, the Efiflisli 

j^U ^ho was there With his staff, wai nwir* 

[y WDunded. General Roixe, the commRTHlet 

ite Frtnch cavalrjr, was kilkd ; & prodigiout 

imbtr of officers and privates shared the fiame 

and? when the broken corps rertrcsJ in dii- 

r behind the infantry* not ^ne fourth sutv 

ihted of those who had charged* The deslnic- 

iion of the cavalry scarcely left any hope, and 

itt length General Menoii ordered a retreat ; 

nd the French, at eleven in the morning, re- 

cupted ihelr position on the heights of Nico- 

"Ub. 

This battle secmi to have decided the fate of 

Egypt, as well as the remain'mg objects of the 

war. Six thotisand Tnrkisljf troops arrived soon 

after in the road of Aboukir ; and the grand vi- 

ef*5 army passed the desert. Rosetta and 

hamanieh successively fell into the hands of 

the English ; and the French %vcre deprived of 

all but a few of the most inconsiderable places. 

The English invested Gizch, on the left bank of 

the Nile I while the vizier pressed Cairo on tlie 

ight. A biidge of boats was erected over the 

tiver at Chobra, by which means a commtini- 

cation was kept open Ijetween the two besieging 

armies, and the position of the French became 

cxti-emcly difficult and dangerous. A suspen- 

•idii of arms was proposedj in consequence of 
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vluch a treaty was ngoed, that tW gu-rooo-cl^ 
Cairo should embark with their arms, «rtilleq% 
ami bi^gage« and be coavejed to France ^ 
English vewels* AlexaQdria» however, condoudl 
to hold out against the English and Tnridsli 
forces, till the entire consumption of its pro*^ 
sions, when General Menou sent to requc^ A 
cessation of arms for three days ^ during^ whkb 
peiiod a convention was signed, by which th^ 
same terms were obtained as those granted t9 
the garrison of Cairo. The French txx>op8 ac- 
cordingly embarked, and some of the vessels 
quiUed the coast of Egypt, about the same tiroa 
that the preliminaries of peace were signed be- 
tween France and England, by which this'i»o* 
vince was restored and guaranteed to the TvakM^ 
its former possessors. 



CtJAP. IV- 
Matory qf Mymma* 

THE extensive empire of Abyssinia is known 
by various names in different nations ; but 
the inhabitants call it Itjopid, or Ethiopia* U 
extends from six degree^ thirty minutes to 
twenty degrees of north latitude, and from 
twenty-six to forty-five degrees of eastern longv 
tude, and is bounded on the north by Nubia, on 
the east by the coast of Abex, on the south by 
Alaba and Ommo Zaidi, and on the west by 
Gorliam and Gingiro* It is believed that Xhis 
country was the ancient kingdom of Sabaf an^ 
that it was formerly governed by WQmen in, 
preference to men. Of those one is famous in 
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^■bcof^^ who paid a visit ta Solomon^ and tlleiv 
^H^rds eslafilkhed in her kingdom the religiorv of 
^Hc Jews. Christian itjr was probabjf foiindeil 
^K Abj^s&inia, in the fourth century, where it 
^Wll prevails! but mixed with manf Jewish rit«fc 
^Kh^ religion is exactly similar to that of the 
^■epts* The nommal head of their church is 
^Hle patriarch of Alexandria, but the abnrta is 
^Hinefally considered as the putnareh of Ahfs- 

^V This enipire has been dismembered of twenif * 

r.n,^ht provinces, through the mcnmong of it* 
fi^kflibours, who have considerably induced tl* 
e losses erince the weaknfss and unsrarlikt 
^.ure of the people, the negligence or incapa- 
-ity of the emperoi% and their want of ability 
'o call forth the resources of so extensive and 
fine ati empire- The Galla are its greatest ene- 
mies. It has bc«n conjectured, that they are 
^icscendanta of those Jews transported into Assy- 
■ Va by Salmanazar, to Babylon by Nebuc had- 
neEzar> or banished by Tiius and Vespasian tnm 
lithiopia, Ti^dition says, that they came fram 
Palestine ; and Mr* Bruce seems inclined to thitik 
'llat their ancestors fled before the faceof Joshtia, 
>!ler lie had invaded Canaan and burned Jc* 
ncho. 

*' The Gallas certainly pay adoration lo th« 
moon, esftecially the new moon, for of this I 
have frequently been a wttnc!4t?s. They likewise 
worship certain stars in particular positions, and 
m diiFerent times of the year, and their religion 
Lirs to partivke of Sabaism* They all be* 
: ; that there will be a restirrection from th* 
'Jend, that they shall rise with their bodies, and 

rr into ao unknown state, which| boi?evci*, 
V2 
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thaU be more fierfect than the ^^esent, aai 
where they shall neither suffer grief, sickness 
nor any kind of trouble. They have very ob« 
■cure and imperfect ideas of future retribution 
and punishment ; but conceive that their nk 
ward will consist of a moderate state of eBJojf^ 
inent with the siCme &mily and the same p&k 
sons with whom they lived on earth* PolygamfF 
is permitted among them ; but the men are ge* 
nerally content with one wife. The love of their 
children seems to obtain a speedy and complete 
ascendancy over passion and pleasure; and formt . 
a striking and noble part of the character of tbenQ 
savages, which ought not to be forgot*." 

The Gallas always %ht in families, whethef 
agidnst one another or a comi^non enemy. Thef 
are reputed excellent soldiers for a surprise^ but 
possess not constancy nor perseverance for sus- 
taining a second attack. Tb^ will accomplish 
incredible marches ; swim the deepest rivers, faf 
taking hold of the tails of their horses ; d> ' 
much injury in a short time, and seldom re* 
turn the same way* They are very service- 
able as light^horse for a regular army in an 
enemy's country. They never give nor ask 
qiiarter ; and the report of their cruelties has 
made such an impression on the Abyssinians, 
that they sel^m or never withstand the first at- 
tack of tlie Gallas. They have a king or chief, 
whom the western Galh^ call ^< lubo," and the 
eastern " mooty." This commander allots to 
each their scene of murder and rajune i but al- 
ways orders them to return with speed, lest the 
hody of the nation should have occaison &c. . 

*Jlrucc's Travsla 
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ir assistance* All the tribes of GaUas sup* 
ituuct Abyssinia from east to west, and make 

itiiiual incursions into iliat country* whkli 
enres ihem as a pallcstrnj or place of cxercls©* 
This empii^ would have been destroyed by them I 

ig smce^ had they not been ofien engaged in 
ivil wars among ihemselvea, which affbi-dcd some 
sspitt; and tranquillity to tlic Ahysiinians* 

Abyssinia lies entirely in the tomd zone, yet 
account of the great rains, the forests, tnoun* , 
tains^ and rivers in this country, there are nomm i 
Ji^tricts of it which are as cool and temperate ! 
»s Spain or Portugal, The valUes and sandf 
iW-serts* however, are exti^mcly hot and scorch- 
kii3^, and insupportable to any other people ex- 
cept Abyssinians ; and the difference of climate 
is verf perceptible in receding from^ or apprajd- 
mating to, the Red Sea. The win^s here art 
Violent and impetuous; the thunder and light- 
ning, awful, alaiming, and dangettjus j and the 
tain falls like torrents of water: during the sea* 
son of these meteors, the air is unwholesomet . 
and infected witli a pestilential kind of disease* 
The nioisturt; and heat, those valuable meani 
of fecundity, cover tlicir meadows with grass 
always renewed* and their trees with blossoms 
and fruits at the same time* The soil produces 
wheat, barley, millet^ and other grain ; but the 
principal corn in this country is called teff"* 
which is small and {^lender, and becomes nutri# 
tive and -paltitable when made into bread* A 
plant grows in Abyssinia which possesses a sin- 
gular virtue, by tlie touch and smell of which all ' 
venomous creatures arc thrown into a state opi 
torpor and insensibility. This plant is so muchf 
ih^ more beneficial; as there are aerpeots that i 
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^sve a krge moQlii, which they tfpesi txrmptb^ 
digious extent, and hihale a great quantky of 
lur; this hemg reiaiiied foransne thne, thef'tnc* 
pel it m such ibrce, and iiitauch aixndaiice) tfaat 
tktj can potsonand destroy at the distanee of Be« 
ivralpacea. 

There is scarcely a ceimtly that prediroes 
greater ahmidance or more ?amty of anam^ 
than Abysshtia* Their oxeu are of nich' prodi^- 
f[iocis size, that they have been mlstiilHsiy at a 
illstancet for elepbanta $ and one of t^it hen^ 
is capable of comaii^ng mcxt than ten ^avis^ 
Bat bendes these laige oxen, ivhich are fitateotd 
Ibr slaughter, they have others inten^d^fo' lai- 
hour and carnage, the horns of which >at« »«4 
and fiexihie, and hang down like a breki^ Afoi* 
The horses of Abyuih^ are remarieat^heacN 
ti^cil and well made : they are genere^ly need iA 
war, and are very fieet. The ^l^sknts femain 
saa wild state, and are extremely destmctive to 
the com and gram* Their piams are 4dao nu 
^vaged and laid waste hy the rhhiocerosy a» w«]| 
as by lions and i%ers» The h«mtii^of the Hri^ 
iioceros Ibrms a oon^efaMe part of ^le amnfae* 
s»ent of the Abysmni^ms* Hyisnas c^wmd In^ 
iAbymnia, and ex<ieed the sh^p hi n^mlbtaff 
Some of the towns are JeiH of ihemr whenftt 
from the Gommencement of ^rkneas till fhe 
dawn of day, they seek the difieftnt pieecs of 
idaoghtered carcases^ which this orael and wtt- 
clean people expose in the streets withotti ^bu* 
rbd, and who firmly brieve that these animals 
are Falasha, or Jews, from die ne^^hhowliig 
moontaiM, transSumed by mag^, and cMne* to 
eat human Qtsk m safety. The hy»aa, aoeiiw^ 
^'fltth> 'WfcjkeiawwttttohHyjii tk« 
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Mime, and ^.ttackaman wherever he findmh'tmt 
keiher armed or unarmed, but always chooset 

mule QF ass in preference to the rider. 

The crocodile and the hippojiotamus alxjund 

the Nile* The former of these amphihiuu* 

liimals is ^vell known I but the latter i^ almoat 

Ttacecssible, and i a only discovered by the bavock 

•^nd dcstrucl'ion it occasions- The creature it 

r. early almost as large as the elephant, iind^ like 

is armed with tusks* It has obtained the ap- 

Ibiikin of the aea-hyrse, though it paridke* 

iore of the nature and quality of the ox* It is 

inueh bolder in tlie water than on land, ai»d will 

lack boats and barges* and freqnenily overset 

itn* It tears and tlevonrsi not so much for the 

of food, as to glut itself with blood j and 

m the carcases for other voracious creatures. 

hen it roars, the earth trembles, h is com^ 

ionly in the water during the day, and on land 

the night- It avoids the sight of an armed mant 

id is terrified at fire-arms ; but ti>e female, when 

with young, is extremely dangerous* The male 

^soctatee wiih several; and, like the domestlck 

cock in his circle, seems attentive and jealouSf 

L md will not suffer a rivaU 

^fe The torpedo, or cramp fish, is fi^quently 
^» cittght in the lakes and rivers of Aby asmia. It 
■ is affii^med to be of such a nature, as to cause n 
r chilness or numbness in those who touch it j for 
I vviiich reason it is employed in medicine, and 
a-ppKcd in cases of fever, as if to allay the 
heat^ and render Ihe disease torpid- The pipi it 
a ftingular kind of hirdi which, by wonderful in- 
atinct, will direct the sportsman to his game, 
and never leave him till he has obtained his ob- 
ject i but he must be careful to go armed, as ti 
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wHl somedmai lead bitti to mto/t #eMe lifli 
henatf or dang^erons ereature. Thit iMrd cfaid^ 
lives on the blood or flesh of those' anhnafcf 
which are thus killed by its (fireetion* The mo^ 
rotky or honey-birdy is said to enable the nativcfi 
fo discover vThere the bees have deposited th6 
fruits of their labours, some of which fa tsmd 
in small holes and caverns of the e^fth ; boti 
adds Mr. Brace^ << I cannot for my pwn pert 
conceive^ that in a country where so many tiiou* 
sand hives are kept, there was any use Ibr giv^ 
ing^ to a bird a peculiar insdnot, or £ic«lcy, of 
discovering honey, whdn at the same thne na- 
ture had deprive him of the power of avallffl;|f 
himself of any advantage from the discovei^t 
for mui seems In this case to be made for th6 
^rvice of the moroek, wiiich is very different 
from die ordinary course of things ; man cer« 
talnly needs him not, for on every tree> and vA 
every htlk>ck, he may see plenty of con^ at faia 
owo disposal* I cannot then but think, with aH 
•ubmission to these natural phfkisophers, that 
the whole of this is an impi^obid)le fiction ; nor 
did I overhear a amgle person in Abyssinia aug^ 
gest, that either this or any other bird bad sudk 
a property *." 

This country is frequently ravaged and desc^ 
lated by clouds of locusts, which occasion ^ 
mine by devouring the plants and titades fl^ 
grasS) and pestilence by the putrefaction of theilr 
dead bodies, which cannot all be burned or in- 
terred. The Abyssinimis, however, have found 
means to convert these insects into a kind oC 
ibod. They are eaten fresh, or dried and r^ 

* TtivaU to discover ikeSotireeof ^e We.; 
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15 jsawdfir, of which a paste Is aftepwaixJ^ 
iCf and tbcir mt^t is said to b^ agrecabk &nd 

The Jews bavc been &€ttlcd in this counttf 

ijoie im memorial- There are also maDjr 

^hf^r^-eiiins aiid Pa^ani. The t^ligion of this 

' 'jple IS verjr little known, but consists 

i*iiii;t »ii stipei^titjous rites aiid ceremonteii, thaa 

m ibe adoration of idols. The Ctitisiiuns are 

Uic most numerous in Abyssinia- Among such 

n variety of people^ a proportionate variety of 

latfigiiai^es may be expected ; and, in fact, ever/ 

prnvince, and almost every^ district, hm its own 

:*t:i€u|jir dialect. The court language consists 

: . I mixture of almost all tliose of the empire; 

Uid is neither de&cieni in copiousness nor me- 

lody of expression^ The Ethiopick style retains 

aJicient dignity, being not only used in all 

tr religious and learned books^ but also in their 

Uii^s and records ■. 

If we except those Ethiopians who, in the 
time of Augustus, were considered by the Ro- 
fujuis as disagreeable and xiglyn the Abysslnians 
are in general well prot^ortioned. They are of si 
tall and majestick stature ; arc rather brown than 
Mr I have large and sparkling eyes ; noses more 
high than Hat; thin lips, and very white teeth. 
They are of a sober and temperate disposition^ 
and naturally incline to virtue and piety* They 
leldom quarrel with each other \ but when that 
happens, in the first returns of reason they refer 
die decision of the naatter to aii arbiter, or to 
the ruler of the place* The administration of 

• The g«ez, or language of the sbepherds, was only 
letamed in writing i and ihe £acr«d scriptures being m 
ihai tongue^ prevented the eatire disuse of h, Brua. 
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justice is neithar tedious nor cothples^. E ^ift'j 
one pleads his own cause" ; and when judg^fnem 
is once griven, they fiEuthfiiliy observe the decried 
without murmur or appeal. They are v^ry sf» 
tected in their manners, and fond of dress. TUSs 
^oroen are permitted to appear abroad, and vnUt 
their friends and relations. The wires of p^e^ 
«Qns of quality lay their inclinations under li6 
restraint, though theirs husbands are much dii^ 
pleased with their conduct ; but those of ii^« 
rior rank are generally faithful and true. 

« Although," says Mr. Bruce, "the Jesuitt 
liave told us a great deal respecting their thBt^ 
tiage and polygamy, yet nothing may wi^ 
more safety be averred, than that there is nd 
marrying in Abys»nia, unless that which is con- 
tracted by mutual consent, without any fopm, 
md subsisting only till dissolved by dissent of 
each other, may be so called*." When a sepa- 
ration takes place, the children are divided be- 
tween them. One woman may probably hav^ 
six or seven husbands successively. 

Their dishes are excellent, and of various 
kinds. They have neither wine nor cydei) 
though they might make an abundance of the 
former* Their usual beverage is hydromel) 
which is a mixture of honey and water, brought 
to a state of fermentation. At a banquet in 
Abyssinia, we are told, that a cow or bull is 
brought to the door of the room, where the cotm 
pany is asseinbled ; and the dew4s4> being cut 
so deep as to anuve at the £sit, a few drops of 
blood are sprinkled on the ground. They then 
penetrate the skin, on the back of the beast, and 

• BnM:e's Travels 
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^M cich side of tlie spine, and strip olT Ihe hide 

^ff the €QW or buU Kalt-way down its riba, Alt 

fksh U then cut oflT the buttocks In solid 

irc pieces, and eaten raw wiih telT bread ; 

id the aniTnal continues alive till nearly ihc 

>lc is consumed. The men sit^ fed by the 

»en, wlio having wmpped the ta^al and 

tsd hiiQ Uie form of a cartridge, thrust it into 

le first person's mouth they fine! open and 

ipty, and which from its bulk is in danger of 

tbokm^ bim* This b considei*ed as a naaik of 

r ; and the greater a man wouitl apptar, 

I 1 . jr piece of fiesh and bread he will take 

into his mouth. Besides, the more noise he 

iiiiLkcs in caiinjji the raoi^ polite he is thought to 

!?e. They never drink till they have finished 

I their repast. 
I They were till lately unacquainted with the 
bols employed in diflfercnt arts ; and for thetn, 
^ well as for the knowledge of using them, 
pcy were indebted to the JesuitSi When, there- 
bre> they who had never before seen one stone 
placed above another in a regular manner, be- 
held a building ivith high stories, they were 
a3tonished at the sij^ht^ and called it a house 
upon a houfifi. Notwithstanding their paucity 
of tools, they had cloth, stuffs exceedingly well 
woven, and jewels of the neatest itnd most cu- 
rious workmanship. The Turks and the Galli, 
who keep their frontiers in a continual state of 
bkKkade, would prevent the Abysstnians fiTun 
ij^velUng into foreign countiies, even if they 
had such an inclination* l^hey are also unwil^ 
Ung that the entrance into Abyssinia, should be 
opened* The Jews, Ai-abians, and Armeniansj 
are their comiuoti merchants or brokers f an^ 
V©L, XIIJU X 
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they depeiid oh factors for disposing of^ 

merchandize m exckan^, which is seldtmi ill -bI^ 
vourof themselipes. Silka, bi^ades, velvetSy €% 
pestrf) carpets, and others costly stuffir a^ 
brought by the Turks by the way of the- BHS& 
Sea^ and exchanged fop goki-dttst, exnefald^ 
and vakiable horses, together with skins, itrr^ 
leather, honey, wax, irory, and Kbcindance -df 
superfluities* Notwithstanding, therefore, ^bc' 
producttcm^ of the country^ Abyssinia- ia siftf 
poor. 

They have ndther Inns nor pt^lk^ houses ^ 
the entertainment of starangers, but, coh^idetifi^ 
their extreme mtHgence, thejr at« very libeHd 
and hospitable. If an unknown person con- 
tinue in a YiHage or camp of the Abys^ta»s 
longer than three hours, the whole community 
is under the necessity of lodging and accommo- 
dating him at the publick charge. A stranger 
need only enter the first hut or tent he likcs^ and 
acquaint the owner with Ms wants, who imnnb- 
diately formshes him with all necessaries and 
conveniences from ^e chief of the places The 
women never have occasion for the aid' of a 
midwife during the time of parturition : they 
bring forth with great facility, and suckle their' 
children without trotible or embarrassmetit. 
Notwithstanding the various changes of their 
climate, frooL the extremes of sultry and btiro- 
ing heats, to the violent and continual rams and 
inundations which happen in Abyssinia, the 
people are remarkaMe for longevity. 
. This empire is equally fertile in mineral as 
in animal and vegetable productions. l*he Abys- 
s^uans possess mines of gold, but prudently eoiv- 
o^ this treasure horn stmngers} ^^ content 
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st:lvc» with whkt is brauglit from Nigi^Um 

oUier tMUtSi mtber than hazard the Bubju* 

tian and oppression of their own' country. 

gatbcr, however, great quantities of that 

;ta4 witshcd down by the torrents from the 

tains, and wliich consists of luige grains* 

r is more scarce among ihein ; bnt thcf 

Hi in es of lead and irony which lire Tciy vsi- 

_^ ;e- But, unable lo endure the ud whole*! 

-QOtne damps uml vapours, to suppon the ground 

v^hicLi is in dan^r of overwhehnin^ ihem*, or t( 

o£F the waters which ihi-eaten an tmilKl: 

, they woi'k little in those mines, and ore^ 

-SaUsBed with the quantity of metal they find on 

Ihe suriiice of Ihe earth. Abyssinia ia also sup- 

V-' 1 i not to be destitute of copper and tm* 

1 iiey dig salt from rocks in the shape of 
i»rtrk^, bul of different sizes and weigh is ; that 
%iihich is on the surface of the rock i& hard and 
; but in the internal parts of the mine it is 
-^^Ufd fjxan saline springs, where it is soft it II 
ted by the heat of the sun. This af»*; 
^leie^ though ri:ry cominon, h considered as va- 
luable j atid every person can-ies a small piece 
^of itj suspended in a ba^, fi-om the girdk 
When two friends or acquaintance meet, ihey 
produce their bits of salt, and give them to each 
other to hck. The refusal of this compliment 
on either sitle would be considered as a gross 
iiEirontT and an open declat^tion of some in wand 
ov [1 1 irate resentment, or, at least, as a mark of 
ij)ci>ildy. It is said, that tiie heat of the cii- 
male, which renders the mouth parched and 

k dried, was the cause of this whimsical and dii- 
agreeable custom ; but it would certainlv be 
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fender tpetLing equally es^j if every one ^ 
use of bis own salt in moistening bis mouth, 
stead of licking that of another* 

We have also been informed of a node <tf 
receiving visits, which is still more singular and 
ridiculous than that of salutationt and wbich is 
related by a missionary who had b^n intro- 
duced at the court of a petty prince of the Gal* 
las. ^ He (the king) was sitting,^ ss^s hCf 
^ on the ground, in the middle of his ^ut, hav»* 
ing his courtiers around him, each with a rod In 
his hand. No sooner had I entered, than ^» 
whole company were in motion, and exercised 
their rods upon me most unmercifully* 1 wa» 
obliged to betake myself to flig^ aoid having 
reached the door, which was the estal^hed 
signal, they ceased to baslinade, and received 
me with masiyxompUments^" . Being asked whir 
they treat their friends with this ceremeaiai, 
wlio are invited and expected, they n^rfiedy 
^ that thb was done to teach and oonvince 
those who viuted them, that there tsnonadon 
greater or braver than * theirs, and that those 
who accost them may kam to humble and de^ 
mean themselves before thero.*^ 

The natural curiosities of Abyssinia are, the 
lofty and almost inaccessible mountains, in com* 
parison of which the Alps and Appennines are 
mere hillocks* They are of very great servioe 
to this country, which, without those impene- 
trable barriers, would long since have become 
the possession of the Turks and Gallas, or 
otlier hostile nations. Whilst their awful and 
inaccessible summits seem to reach above the 
highest clouds, the vallies beneath appear to 
hide themselves in the lowest abysses of the 
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tf) "-.Some of those ritfgcs exhibit the sera* 
»ce of walls; towers, and cities ; others, lach 
r&mooih and even surface, as reiiders them 
TniiTors ; and some are so hollowed oiu by 
tare, as io resemble apaitments, cluirche^, 
^^d palaces. At the bottom of these Tnonntains 
ric steep precipices, wbere the torrems roll 
own great stones with a loud and iremendoua 
:ai»e I and on Ihetr summits are plains, vhcre' 
'>wtis have been bm\U Some pirts of these 
mountains have also been converted into pnsons, 
"ThetT© the fit'st chiidren of their kin^, ^rbose 
competition for the throne was apprehended to 
.e pix>ductive of mischief^ were kept in confinc- 
viietit, and langui«ihed in solitude and ml serf* 

In Uiese mountains, the beautiful rivers which 

weier Abyssinia have their rise, Mr* Dmce*s 

j[>4efkti|^tte laixjuis have tended much to gra- 

' ". the ^o^rapher and the philosopher relative 

c source and pmi^ress of the Nile in Ahyt- 

That learned and tngemous traveller 

:{ its rise in the copnlry of tbe Ag^ws, the 

.1^ of which is twelve feet diameter, and 

.lentlv surrounded with sods by the ndgh- 

bounng people, who worshipped the river. In 

lh« Tuidst of this eminence is tbe first foumain 

of the Nile, in which the water is clear and 

limpid, and is about thme feet in dieimeter, 

anil SIX i eel in depth. The second fountain is 

less in diameterj but deeper than the first, ai)d 

abtmi ten feet drstant^ The third is about twen* 

ty feet west from the first* These several foim- 

tains, which are consecrated as altars by the na^ 

lives* and from the foot of each of which issue«, 

a brisk riU, utilte, and form one stream- Though 

the water is exposed to the scorching boat of tht' 

X 3 
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sun, and without any shade whatevef^tt tiP^ 
ceedingly cold) and extremely Itglit aad'i^^ood*- 

The streams thus united roo eastwaivly -an 
after vaiying then* direction due north, and r^ 
ceiving many subsidiary rivulets, whieh add* 10 
their strength and size, the river nrives ^^ a 
mountainous country westward, where it de- 
scends a cataract of fifteen feet in hetgi^ and' 
sixty yards in breadth* Proeeecfing forward) It 
joins Uie Jemma, about its own siie, and paaawte 
through tlie lake Tzana, or Dembea, whilst it 
still preserves its stream in all its native eokHkr 
and brightness. After a .progrem of varkyuih 
and often contrary directions, it aitives at «a 
confined situation, between the mountaim ^f 
Begemder, and soon after reaches the ftmmto 
cataract near Alata. This afibrds one ol the 
grandest and most magnificent spettacles In the 
worid* The noise of the Nile, precipilafSd 
over this dreadful cataract, resembles the londebt 
thunder, and may be heard at an almost kicnc- 
^ble distance. ^ This was a sight," says Mr. , 
Bruce, ^ so astonishing, so truly grand, ^at 
ages added to the greatest length' of humiafi life 
would not efface or eradicate it from my me- 
mory* It struck me witli a kind of stupor, and 
a total oblivion of where I was, and of «very 
other subluiuiry ccmcern.*" * 

Below the cataract, the Nile runs in a nam^ 

* <« But when rougk ciagt and hemdlonf €Stmi!^tB re« 
ceive hit mighty force, mad that the rocks shouUl tnHXidc 
hU former uninterrupted course, he dashes his whitened 
.vratcrs up alofr, so as to obscure the face of heaven, and 
even the earth trembles with his waves. The mountafnt 
roar, and agaifi the waves, foaming with rage, iiBtnaiftK|» 
1^ unvanquUhed w aters in wUUc. '* JLftem- 



d by Google 



ABTS3INIA. 



SJtf 



■ iwft i 



W 



Jiel between two rocks, with loud noisci and 
spcittdus Ttlocity* Here it assumt^s ^ south* 
iMtrn direction, and, after being increased bf 
number of Iributaiy streams and rivukii* 
,ea a course almost tJuc nortb« Theae wind* 
igs and sudden changes of direction, for thou- 
ids of niiks* prevented its royal and philo* 
phic^l piij-sucrs ftx»m reaching its source- Af- 
ter passing along for m^ny leagues, the Nile 
en forces its passage through an opening of \ 
rtiount»3ns which enclose the counity of the 
gas, and ppecipiMtes its waters over a 
itful caLaractf whose height is not Jess than 
two hundred and eighty feet ! What terror and 
aifm^ement must seize the mind of the travel- 
ler« who beholds such an assemblage of waters 
ila^hed, with the sound of thunder, from &Hch 
a clreadfiil and stupendous height, into a vast \ 
rocky base below, from whence in foam the i 
precipitated hi 1 Iowa rebound to heaven ! Not 
here, however, the toitured Nile has i*est i soott i 
•fter, it is hurried over two other cataractSp | 
being conBued between the mounlains of Dyre, ' 
©r Tegkj where is found the ^n^ gold of Sen* 
nar^ which tl\e natives call tibbar. 

Directing its course close by Sennar, the Ntlctj 
iJier running nearly due north and south, tums^ 
eastward, and, when swollen to its greatest 
lieight, aifords a prospect pleasing and delight- 
ful in these dreary and inhospitable regions* 
Boiling majestically along, it bends to the north- 
cast, and uniting its watefs with those of Tat- 
cazze, a large river, which also rises in Abys* < 
»inia. Bows by a great and populous town call- 
id Cbcndij which was probably at some p«t{at|'{ 
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Hie U^f^iuUl 4e4t. ^f U»e.C«nd0fte«» 
Ethiopidt > JSeiog join^^sooa after hy ^ba . 
i^ver Atbara^ the A»ts^vkB jof the Miffiiiini'iii ail* 
veig«» oqrtl]^ for ^beut t«K>4eg;reet9 ^tdien-^aud^ 
deAly turning we9t l^r-AMitlH it enters ihe kingpi^ ' 
dom . of Dongokf and. scmves at lieickoy- m s 
town afid placQ lof Beficeahinent feit the 
Tans, at the. time th^ paaaed fisam £fn^ 
Ethiopia Bending north<ieast, it meeis wkli. 
c^ip. of naaw}taina, *where m ^e i 
la^ A;atara<Gtf;frtght£uU)^,higli, though -Bet 
treinfindoua a^. that at- Aiata^ already. 
ed« , ^aTJiig p(is«ed theie .c a te a «c t% the .HM^- 
ent^ns.E^^rpt*. - . . , , . t, ; 

. ^b^ 4^0, .TaamaydOi; De«ibea» »ib]p.jfim,ali^ 
iGti^g^ evpauae of^naler koomm in Ahyaainim* 
Ita ^r^at^ .breadUi is* thirlfi^ee nnilea^ imdi k» 
length <£oUtytnM»e«, l^mng ihe dry nmtiia^ 
from.Ocjtober ^ JMAvch» ,tiie Mie becoiaesiet8>9 ' 
huti aft«i; the. rtvera.wbicb aurround it^ave ibHv ' 
it n^c^sflapily m^gUt^ tfoitends itaelf iatofthe plam < 
counU7».aad ,Qf course, comss a omioIv l^a^e^fc 
^uriaQe, , In \bi%. lake .are akTea iftbaiiitedl . 
i^d%tYhi<}h wer^. fomerlji used as pnsbnv 
for people of distioctioa, or for «. whmtary lo^ : 
^a^ Thf^^reaaon yriaf the Nile does fioi nix. : 
'U» waters with thoae of the lahei la ks pas^-^t 
safe through k^ mhkik is a: fact founded tm 
£i*e(iuent and iadiaputible ohservatioDf is the » 
lamne^ and;viQlence of its atream. ^ 

The JNlarehi. ai>Qfth,er £onsid»aUe river of 
thia cQuntr)i9 has its sousioe.ia the Tigw, fitwir 
wheix<;e it e^ers the. sandy deserts of the Ca^t 
ires» and preeipit^^ng itaelf down « catasAd^ 
Ubij^ qhU^ in >eight| i>uriea lAs^ m Akm : 
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id not only plenty of sireet water, but tm 

»mUaic« of excellent fish* 

The government of Abyssinia has been a^ 

monai'cbTCal, and entirely deapolick ; and, 

ij^h its origin and unin term pled series of 

MC»riaix:b» are very dfiubtful and uncertain, no 

^inoU of time can be found in their tradition 

r annak in which those princes did not rule 

^ilh arbitrary authority, and claim an absolmt 

ftiui indefeasible right over the Uvea and libt'itiet 

of their stibjecta, us well in matters ecclesiasti- 

cal as cinL There are no written laws to rc^ 

T\ the exorbitant power of the print e, or to 

i ' ijrid and secure the privilege and property 

oC the sybject j and the clergy have been the 

only persons who have ever dared to oppose an 

^S'eciuml resistance to the unjust pi-oceedinga of 

the emperor. These princes boast that they 

are descendants of Menilek, or Duvtdi the &0D 

of the great Solomon, by the queen ofSheba; 

and, by virtue of tliis noble descent, they are 

called nuguh^y and addressed with the title of 

king of kings. Tlvey also carry in their arms the 

lion of the tribe of Judah, holding a croas, with 

ihia legend inscribed t T/ie Hon &f the iri&e ofJu- 

The respect which ia paid to the emperor is 

lim'tlar to his title and dignity, and none of hi& 

Libjecta ever approach him, without exhibiting 

narks of the most abject submission and ser- 

ility. He does not, indeed, conceal lumaelf 

ora publlck view, like the eastern monarcba; 

Ut shows himself readily and frequently to h'n 

F^ple. The emperor lives more in tents than 

palaces ; but Uiese teats are ai magnificent 
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*s pelaees, while tils ^OM^^ fiirMi ft reid trnMy^ 
«fid his oottrt a pompous mmI spleiidM ' ictiriinei 
The whole camp ajypettrs She « Tase, epM, jMi 
-Tvgular diyi m whose centre, or on some enit«» 
•ffieBt party is displa^d the ittiperial ptLrVkMj 
excelling all the rest in richness aM beamf)^ 
^he retinue of the emperor is sAigmenled hf the 
iwomen, doHng myHary expedi^ofis, %o wMeft 
Ihef are a great ineiimbiniAce* When the ctn^ 
%«eaks up, or i^moves frem one place «o another, 
%vcn in ttme of peace ihof^e conn^pies Ihirrngft 
•which the armf ^sm expiemenGe a real ealafini* 
^ heoaitse ^le^roada mum be repaired, and p^^o^ 
9i8ion0 foml»hed and^eoitveyed by the inhabhrnM^ 
^irlio.are thuasiicoeesivety ruined throughout tlie 
4v4lo)e empli>e. livvi^iwr surprl^ng it tnay sep^ 
•|>ear, the' oatnp is dlvid^ into parishes, each of 
mhkh has its own eleifiyinan, winh deacons, «nd 
Other^eoelemsliclm, who per for m ^Mae servleey 
i|dfid Instpnet the youth in religion and meraHf^. 
' 1¥henevef*Mi^n0mfis near^ the armf marches 
inclose rahk, «nd in tiie best ovden The wingi 
«re etiteftd^d, and^tlio emperor, wi^ )^ oflleef% 
«nd gtmrds, keeps in the centre. At other tinsee, 
«o reguioHty is observed, and only the sonind of 
^tettte-drums, and ol other warlike instnimetits^ 
intipiates the approach of an army« ^ 

The crown ef Abysriniii is hereditary, and 
4iiuBt devolve on- Khe posterity of Meniiek, thcSr 
ftrst monarch; but the suoeession -does not no^ 
cessartly 'pass to the ^^t. The emperor, iC 
he thinki proper, o«in make choide of a younger 
eon^ whom (he deems^ mote worthy, or i$ more 
inclinied to Htvroiir. ThSfteastom has Ire^pienti^ 
ocoa^oned 'S |salousy^ and misunderstanding he- 
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th« fouwg pHncc% aiid sometimes been 
caus^ of civil wsirs ; aiid^ in atJ prol}al>iUty» 
re rise to the pmctkc of ke taping ^11 Uio&c 
loccs who had a right lo the thmiie cou^ticd 
upcui Ui€ top of a mouniaiuj whei^ they arc 
: IV guarded, and «o pcri^on luffered to come 
,. Jicm* Neitiier mesisage nor leu<;r can tie 
avcycd to these unfortiinate piisontrs j aiid 
ty are obliged to dress themselves in the us^al 
gaii) of the common peopk^ ksi they shuuld 
ime ptxiud and ambitious. 
f'his custom, it has been saidp was abolished 
tlic indirtct reproach of one of the king'* 
r Having a fondness and partiality for thi» 
kj who was only eight years of age? the em* 
kror was sponing; with him one dayi when a 
;irlier approached, and observed that the cliild 
growitij^ tath No sooner did the young 
itice hear these words j than lo«(king tenderly 
his father, he said* *' Have I become big 
^igh to be sent to the mountain 1" AflFected 
by this moving apostrophe of his son, the cm* 
fjcnor commanded the custom to be abolished, 
find obliged his council to swear that it should 
ever be re-established. Mr. Biuce, however, 
ind it still in force 

The ceremony of the coronation of their 
ags IS grand and magnificent. Much of the 
trformance consists in religious rites, svich as 
_ ling the liturgy, and sinking psalms and 
liymns suitable to the occasion* The grand al- 
moner announces the monai-ch to the people^ 
and informs them that he is made choice of to 
^«veni them. The duty of a sovereign is read 
^fed e^tplained to t!ie emperor, who takes an 
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mA thit he irti discharge it wHh jusdce' 
nodentioiw He » then anointed by tfae 
tropohtan, who invests him with the toyi 
robes, pkioes a cfown of gold and silver on hit 
bead, and puts the sword (Estate into his hands r 
after which he is saluted emperor of Abjrsslniaf 
and reeeived bj the people with loud and re- 
pealed acchnnatiens. The Icing having Assisted* 
at dtvihe service^ and taken the holy conamu-' 
n&OBy ike ceremoojr terminates in acts of festi* 
ffejr. 

The empenyn, in imitation of Solomon, from 
wboai thef pretoid to be descended, allow them- 
athFea the liberty of having a plurality of wives,' 
andf like him, of different religions ; insomuch 
tkat both Cfaristiaiiitf and Paganism have been 
enowiraged at the same time* From a regard 
to religion, however, those Pagan or Maho- 
fUetaa- princesses have, in general, been in- 
sttticted and bapti«ed, previously to their be- 
coming the wives of the monarch. As soon as ^ 
the emperor has made choice of a young ladf . 
to be his wife, they attend the church tc^ther, 
and, having reeeived the sacrament, return to 
the royal pavilion, accompanied by the whole 
court, in their richest Attire. This ceremony* 
being finished, the nobles and clci^ are sump- 
tuously treated, and the feast does not term!- 
Date tin every thin^ is consumed which had 
been served up* 

' Of all tliese wives, the prince makes choice 
of (me, whom he cause;? to be proclaimed em- 
press, and who enjoys superior privileges. On' 
the day she is to be installed Jtegh^, she appears ^ 
m^im tent ei (be monarch, which she was not ' 
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^^kimued t0 do before^ and m s^tedtm a^ceaeli 

^^^r Uie imperisirthixine ; and^ upon a sigml be^ 
^^K rnadc) oni^ of the chaptatns of the emij^ror en- 
^^■hl the comt, 4nd prookims ihe ompt^fis^; af* 
^Ipt which the crown is put upon bcr head, but 
' tile i* not anointed- 

Xhe Aby^ssinkn emperors receive holy onlers^ 
and some of them have been consecrated pncats,- 
afi<\ oflicmted in that capacity f but with this re- 
^vlrictjon, that if by any means ihey ahed the 
blc»ocl of man, they were immediately divested 
of their office. In general, however, the mo- 
narch confines himself to the denconshipf w4^kli 
IS also granted to the nobles and great officers' 
uf the couit, who assume these orders, thai thef 
mny enjoy the privilege of the clergy ; enter 
into the sanctuary ; present the cross to be kiss- 
ed ; an d^ what is more than all besides, have 
aothonty and power in that body of people of 
which by ordination they form a part. The 
abiina*s principal employment indeed is ordina- 
tion * A number of men and children present 
ihcmsdvea at a distancei and there stand from 
humility, not daring to approach him. He 
then asks who these am; and, being told that 
they arc persons who wbh to be tleacons, he 
iiivkes two or three signs with a cross, and 
blows with his mouth twice or thnce upon them^ 

»iKying, *' Let them be deacons^** 1 saw once 
all the army of Begembdcr matle deacons, who 
had just returned from shedding the blood of 

»icii thousand men. They were drawn up as bc^ 
hkm described J and the abuna stood about a 
qonrter of a mile distant from them- With 
ihts army were mingled about one thousand 
Vou XI!I. Y 
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irooMH vhOi hiKTHig piutakcA^^the «ame bb^i 
and bnuidi^iiiientof tbe cross* w^re cooseq^cn^ 
lyas-go«ddeaooo« 9ft the rest*. . • :? 

i Ih an mattersy excepting those which Tef{m94 
thjB disciplioe of the church* to which he-8tmi4^ 
coDforms himself, the emperor eojoys abaohiU^ 
and uncoDtroUed authority over the Jives ap4 
property of bis subjecU. He is the o^y sieves 
ceign of the sevei«i iupgdoms and provinces of 
Uhs enten^ive empire. He disposea of mil tba 
landa throughout his dcnniniona, except la Tigre 
and .Dembea^ wha« are some noble and privV 
i^^ged ^unilies, whose properties and digoitieat 
ilBlesa in cas» of rebdUon, he never alienate^, 
(fofti their anciet^t possessors: Formerly it waf 
the custom of the emperors not to #ppisar in 
^bfick ; and it was seldom kfK>wn that th^ iht 
terfered in the affiMrs of goveiimieiiti the careaf 
which was gtnm«Hy committed to two ministes% 
whom they denominated Jkv^tmf^*. . That praia^ 
tice, however, has been-aboUshedt apd they hav^ 
since ooi^eredit as prudent aiid expedient, t9 
show themselves to their subjects at least three 
or four times in a year; though none are pei^ 
mitled to see them eat, besides the pages whs 
feed them. Even the empress is denied thai 
pHvilege, though she dines a^ sups- in company 
With her ladies ; and when the monarch givtil 
tMidience to foreign ambassadors, hesitsotttof 
sight, and speaks to them by an officer called 
KalHat2i6j the voice or word of the kmgi* 

<< I have already mentioned transiently the cir* 
cumstance, that the king is not seen when he sit^ 
ill couadU tlie manner of it is thu^: when • he 

* 0ruce*a Travels. f Broce. 
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business formerly^ he remained con&tantlf 

& room of his pakce, which had a communU^ 

cation with the audience and council, by means ^ 

of two folding doors, or large windows, the bot^ ' 

SDVEM of which were about three steps from the 

ground* These doors or windows were latticed 

with cross bars of wood like a cage* and a lliia 

curtain or veil oftaffety silk was hung within it ; 

so that by darkenrng the inner room, the king 

t&w every person in the outer chamber, whilst he 

bitn self was visible to no one. The constant 

wars in which Abyssinia has been engaged, since 

the Mahometans took possession of Adel, ba¥$ 

occasioned this troublesonie custom to be whoHf 

laid aside^ unless on particular occasions, and at 

COUttdf, when it is still observed with the an- 

cicm strictness t and we find, in the history of j 

Abyssinia, that the army and kingdom have frc* 

qtiently owed their safety to the personal beha* 

W>ur and conduct of the king, in distinguishing 

and exposing himself in battlej %vhich advantage 

they roust have lost, had the original custom pre- 

YaUcd, However, to this day, when he is abroad 

on hi>rsel>ack, or sitting in any of his apartments 

at home where people are admitted, he is sq co- j 

vei^d that his eyes only are visihle*." 

When the officer "who is denominated Eal ' 
Hatz^, di^livers the words of the king to the m^ 
lembly convened in councils the members rise 
mnd stand on their feet as if the monarch were 
present* If, upon a division, a majority of them 
be against him, they are frequently punished for 
voting contmry to his sentiments ; for, though it^ 
understood by convening them together^ that 



* Brace's Traveli. 
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4bjb ia|^ri^ mutt determine with mapeettd 'tlie 
.p«8f»i«(y»Qft|ieiaQMiu«pnipostd,t^^ Igr 

4piniaiif» QRhe Ali^MiQiiiii-nMDftKii .k ^tmfmt 
iSfii fto 4«Jk| nor to 4i6t:lii«ibot jMi'theiffrmiiifl 
i^'Of disown fwlMc^ -and «diea>he vnvid «H»> 
iKDMiit Aora the bont or 4acde «ihi mhiieh te 
fWM tn iterwuit Attends kka with « -UmIi mkm 
p\fmi\ fit ppijiefiy jto^ffeariyehliit? Qe^iides^iiKit 
ihe 4i m> i ch in o herwheBCihb?tbrQae 4itBBd«, <ir^ 
^tbMUMl in ^e aleoiv jrf hit tenu 

slMiied of « :SuffiM?iie mmisten a ishieltDSQar 
4ft jGVeiMi whom ntbey^call^as) sr/ktaie^Mi «Ml 
iKh»> jft^ywnnlieftwno* 2ie tee iiadtf hntt ««» 
IPCtiee9i% veoe^ nh^m « Jtiiigh «tewMd, and 
«rti<w ?p0««r wMRde . i«t lOi)^ 4»vf)r jdl the «i0e» 
.1» jvy fpiiiieiiKir% wid le^QnevoW of the «»ij, ihMl 
«too mer ftf iheuQiinl jodgeft of the^mfMe^ ^bf^. 
mter fe.wiJiy #ii«iii»d^stgtwMt <f 4he»hii»i's^ hcitft e 

' j4U iteMft 49f hoooiirHBr^i^iiUvMri^'aee.hoilflBI 
jMdrKildttolhMie 'WhoJbidthe jinoeteai |Nria»:tiir 
llHRitf ikwoKiiah ih«it «lhe pirdMwiqwii ?» <oidBe 
IttiipMfil ^r thebn^ww a^c^ «B»h% flMPe-^Mtgod 
Jlo op{ire8s fdl 'th|^ jm« 'Wider 4he«(k;:S Mtd hcpMi 
#usee iiMifMniQift ,aBd qOmrft'beooime plvndisfersy 
Miher ihAii#ix>lectc»>i lof ^the #rqpfe> ^or -oM 
tjbe wi^mi end «»pjMiBMed ohtm ei^^ ^vedrfNU'ef 
^ekr 99PVftiM|Bs; ktrj :tiiQUg|h atV^idi ate adm^ 
jnd.frqoii^ inferipr IP $h« si^i^iprtaouclib 'M 
issim Jtence toihe e«#ewr hiaseK ^let jfe«rda«i^ 
IP venMie.eA «ieh «i» AMiBifit» A^ua the eoDte? 
^nencff iriiiqh i^oainienlf Aiiow* J4r. Bnie^ 
indeed, tells us, that <* it is the constant practice 
in Aby(^sinja» to jwm^ the tiiq('« doprs and wiii(- 
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beann]^^ and there from tHo 
ing lo ttighi cry aloud for justice, in a distressed] 
mnii compkinttig^ tone of voicei and in all thei 
dtfierent languages of which they are mastery I 
Uiat they may obtain admittance, and have their 
supposed gncvances heard and redrc^ed**' But ] 
Ihbi It appears, is frequently done by a com pan f ' 
of vagmnts, who are provided, hired, and main* | 
tained for this purpose, and whose sole occupa* 
tioft is, to cry and lament in such a manner, as 
if ibey had been really injured nnd oppressed | ' 
and mU this for the kln^^s honour, and that h©^ 
luay not become too solitary and thoughtful *• 

As all emi>loyments, both civil and mUttarfi 
arc d]S|>osed of by purchase, we need not be at a 
Iqs^ to judge how the troops are commandedi i 
A&d in what manner justice is administered. The < 
Soitm of proceeding in their courts of law Is wis^ j 
ly established. Neither counseUoi's nor attomiei | 
are pemirtted to imj>each or implead anf marji 
The plain Li ff and defendant argue their own 
catmej and the judge having consulted tlie opi* 
Biou of the assembly, passes sentence accord- 
ingly ; but he is ncJt compelled to follow the ge* 
ner^il sentiments of the people* He purchases 

* •* Some-times, iwhile 1 was busy in my room during 
the rainy season , there would be four or five hundred 
(iti&ftte^ who wo^ld begin some to roar a.iid cry, as if in 
pain , and others to demand ju^ticfr, a& if that cnometif 
suJFcring, or instantly to be put to death* This Uorrid 
tymphony was bo an fully performed, that iio ear could 
distmf^Lii^h but thai it \va& occasioned by real distresa^ 
Being Snterrogaiedi however, tx% to the cau^e of their !&« 
ment&tion, they replied that it w^^ dont to honour m^ be« 
fore ihe people, and to prevent my becoming m*ji*incho- 
I) j and f5que?.tetl tliat 1 %vould give them something !€► 
imkj'm enable them to continue tlidr w^xk with spirit 

Y 2 
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hit oQipp; aiid the sentenpe fiften «^»qui« qCrtl|#. 
necessity of paying lor the crioie committed^ 
Bf ther^ce incurs no {wmshHieoyt^ uA h cm^ot^ 
ed tp no thaioef by bis injfU3tice« 

In luiqiinal ca«ei« if tb^ accused be .fiNUxi- 
guilty, be ift ifuprisoned by the judge, tiU be ha^m 
jqiude sufficient restitution «nd satiMaction to tibm 
person he had injured ^ or if the crime be capi^ 
t«l, he is delivered into the hands of the^uxuscx^ 
IP he punished with death, at his discretion, az^i- 
that of the deceased* Th|s latter eustom seen^ 
|o have been UMTowed from the Jewi^ and aui« 
tbprises cruelty, and multi{^ies neveoge* Whe^ 
^ murder cannot be sufficiently proved against 
»nj man, all the inhabitants w the place, neair 
Id where it wa» committedi are severely finedt 
or cpnden^ied tp some . corporal punishment^ 
i|hifih preyenta ail concealments, and many a<^ 
tions of that nature* The greatest incopveni-r 
^nce and detriment attending these courts of jua^ 
114^ aipe, that they allow no witnesses to be heard 
except those of the plsdnti£^ whose testimony it 1% 
not always in the power of the defisndant to invalU 
date and anni^il. 

T^ king of Abysunia ver^ often judges ca^^ 
{tttal crimes himself. That judicature is re^* 
oned favourable, where the judge is slow t%: 
pupisb, and ready to reward. No man is conr* 
demned to suffer death by the king ia person^, 
for the first ofl€Oce> unless he shall have coai- 
mitted parricide, or sacrilege, or some other 
dreadful crime* In general, the life and merits, 
of the prisoner are considered and oppo^ to^ 
his immediate guilt, and the decision ia made; 
accoMingly* 

In Abyssinia, when the prssoptr Js condemned 
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tmf capital offence, he is not i^mitM t» 

pfisaa, which wouJd be thought cmel, bol 1% 

immetimtdy executed, amhrm&Hy to hH seti* 

icocc* The ^f^atest ptitiishtnenta in this courts 

trjr are xhc cross, eiccoriation, or the flaying 

aUvc, and japiclation^ or ihe stoning to death. 

This last a chiefly inflicted on stmngers, called 

Fr^xnkvy for religious causes. AnotJicr barfiar* 

cHsa punishmetit is plucking mn the ©frenclet'*s 

eyem, a cruelt>- which is frequently commitled in 

Aby^iuia, and is gehcmlly inflicted on febels 

and disaffected persons* The dead bodies of 

criminab slsufi for treason, murder, and violence 

oQ the highway, are seldom buried ; the alreett 

of Goudar are strewed with pieces of their car* 

cases, which bring the wild beasts in multitude^. 

into the city as soon as it becomes dark, into* 

much that it is scarcely possible for any pet^on 

to walk in safety during tht: night. " The dogs/ * 

says Mr* BrocCa " used to bring pieces of human 

bodies into the house and couit yard, in order to 

eat them with greater security. This was mast 

disgustful to me, hut bo often rcpcatetl, that I 

was obliged to leave them in possession of such 

fragments***" 

The army of the emperor is by no means efjual 
to the extent of his dominions, nor indeed to the 
exigencies of the govemmentj if we consider the 
QomerDUs enemies by whom this country is sur- 
munded, and how frequently the frontier pro- 
Tinces are invaded and plundered. The largest 
m?my which the king of Abyssinm ever brought 
into the field at any one timcj exclusive of his 
household troops, did not amount to more than 

• Bruce*! Traveki 
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fifty thovsaiuii and of which onlf brt^ thousttri 
were effectiw men* Of these betweea four mai 
five thouaand tfe horse* and the rest foot* TIm 
miig'9 hottiehold troops shouid constat <^* about 
/eight thcpiaMod infrntryf two thcmsaiid of which 
cany Jireloeks, aad supply the place of webcam ^ 
bows having been in ^suse for upwards of ona 
kundred yearsi. 

The reason why the Abyaunian soldiery BOIt 
no better is endr^ owing to the want and negi 
kct of cKscipline among them $ for they aiwiA 
general stout and hardy» and able to endiif 
buoger and £itigiie» Their aknder support ia 
derived from the lands allotted them by the cm»- 
perory'Wbitot they contaiue in his aervice ;.biifr 
when age: or sickness comes npon themy tiwwf 
lands are taken from them and given, to etberai 
who are aUe M>d wittiog to ai^f^y thdr places* 
The revenues of the king are. by no means in* 
eonsiderable, were they fidtUMly eoUetitod and 
deposited in tl«e treasury ; but they pass througii 
so many hands, and there are so many excepted 
and privileged poiaoiisy that the aroaunt wbacb 
is received is very trifling* • . . ;:r 

The Alvfssinian annals give an account of tfae 
journey of <^ieen Saba to Jerusalemii tiiat id» 
might see the power and wisdom of Solomony 
who instructed her in the knowledge of the troi 
God, and the doctrines of the Jewish church^ 
Saba had a son by that prinoe, who afterwards 
went to Jeruaalemi where he was magnifioeotifr 
received and treated by. his father, and anointed 
king of Ethiopia by Joash and Zadock, the Jewi^ 
high priests* Other circumstances relative to 
this matter are contained in those annals, which 
seem fabulous and incredible ; though the aifc* 
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ticity of this particular account i* Tsot dli- 

id by my Abyssinian* Nor it it any 'woit^ 

%hmt a [jeople^ no less ^nd of what is mrr^ 

'^Culenft and marrellous ihan the re at of the <?ai* 

16111 -nations^ shoold^ in procetA oftimej interpo- 

latoE tiiat ancient record with fmbulom Btmic«» fn 

ortkr to obtain for it greater veiic nation «tnct i*- 

vpccu 

Ttiic oc3ct u-tide which relatf^i to the rdfg;laii 

«J^ Ab>*3^nk» is therr cotwemcm lo Chrisiiftnity^ 

wbicli in all pmbability b3ppet)ed eboot the 

tear 330, j\thanasius, palriarch of Aleitandrk, 

^iQ^ informed by Itnmientiiia how itiudi tbe 

IMaple df Abyssinia were fUsposed tarecervc thfe 

giQ^pol} ovdmned hijn bisbop of Aicumfif and sent 

thiiher to prrjpagaie the relij^ion of Chrisi. 

Ibat period t the Abyssiiuam prale^cd to 

th« doGti'TTics of the gospri ; and till; 

b *0f Ethiopia continued in perfect ^uiey 

d frit-^nciabip with this bishop, till the time df 

death I Mftd thouj^h iixmbles and disseaiioni 

fi^om the h cress ies pi-opagatcd hi the ^csMAf 

ihcy rcmwued iinccmtaniiimtcd by any lalse HT 

iti^uriDUi tenets. Ananism, bowe\ieT, made ia 

uppeaiance in the leign of the eiBperor Comtm*- 

tote, by ^om it waA :gTefttly favoured mid i e- 

comviecided^ 

. "jllie tliscipline of the cbGrdi was regulated by 

^^ ^innnentkis^ according to that of AleKaudf^ift.,, 

^H Whose superiority h still acknowledged^ sitid m 

^V ivliidi it i& Attbjtct mid dependent in aU tblm^ 

^f lioriA the Abyesinian cliuit^h allowed to elect $m 

' mtn bishop, lor lo receive one A«iii sny except 

£mm the patntrohs of Aleramdrk, m whom the 

•ole power of nominiitiiij» and consecnvtii>g him 

4f orciwcri what k still more ixmaHt- 
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ible, bf atf esteUiahed lav, this^Auw mtisli 
be of Abysaiman extnctiofi ; and both dt&tgy 
tad laitjr pay such regatd to the obKrvattoo of 
Ibia pfacliccy whidi tficy deem aa ancient aa their 
eon?enioo» that they^ woidd oonaider H as a Idotf 
of heresy and apd&tacy even to call in tfoesiioa 
•its authority. Nor did they ever attem]^ to in* 
tioduce any reformation in this point* notvitii^ 
ftaodiag the ^namMcal conduct of the A1aan« 
drianrfNitnarGh and the abuiub but bare tameif 
.atibm&led to their juviftdictio& andaopnvmaiiy^ 
,The wisest «f:the Al^moiaMh accoidio|^ to 
iir. Bmce» were aenaiftde of the gmt decaf ^ 
literature among ^m» andthat, unieaa an ^ofH 
povtunityof g^ng to Jerusalem finr insuvctioiif 
^d of bringing the abuna* should be occ as i o ft* 
ally ofibned to thebr priests^ no set «f pec^de 
would be liaere ignorant even in the comoMMk 
dogmas of thek profession. It was hoped jJsOi 
that by a coostdcrsble stipend* aome roan> of 
leamiog and icspectoMity waidd be induced to 
accept this place, and* to support and emnto* 
nance, by his example, fiiemtore and vd^oft 
among them ; and hence the ofice of a fbragn 
abuna was inatitttted. 

Not underatandhig the language of Abyssinia 
the abuna has little share in the govefnmcartf hat 
is an attendant at the pafaice on daya of cere* 
mony, or when he has any fitvour to reqnesty dif 
complaint to make. He ia-mncfa fatten m et« 
teem from that which he formeriy p os s essed , and 
which has been chiefly occaaioned by his mesa 
Mid contemptible intrigues, and bf ^ his igno^ 
ranee, avarice, and want o^fimmeaa. We oao-' 
not but folia a melancholy idea of the disdpiine 
and government of ^ Abyasintao chosht if 
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ES the Ignorance and i^emissnessoftliose pa- 

ehs in the perfoj-mance of their aClkc, we 

icr their wkked and irn moral Hves^ inanf 

lem l>eifig accused of commiLting the greatest 

icSi and of living; m the most scancialoua 

d i3o!*<i e vly man ne r. O n c hranc h of t h e i r ix- 

nue arises fioni the grant of dispensaiionst of 

ich they are tlie sole db posers. Ancit^ntlfi 

third of the kingdom w^ appropriated and 

ae4ed to the alnina, for the maintenance of his 

own state ftr*d dignity* apd for the support of 

he clergy, convents, and churches m the king- 

tlom. This gift, Ivowever, has from diflerettt 

|ireiences been resumed by the king* 

In the church of Abyssinia there are different 
kitlda of degrees. The (Ufmerwi are neither priests 
nor dieacons, hut a sort of Jewiah Leiites* or 
citanterst who assist in all puhlick offices of the 
zhf and whose head or superior has tlje 
and direction of the sacred pavilions in the 
yal camp. As they hoast that t!iey are de* 
ended from the Jews, they pretend to imitate 
crvice of the Jewish tabernacle and temple 
jsalem, and the dancing of king David 
arc the ark. The next in order ai'c the komos^ 
iho are a kind of high-prieatsj and under whose 
care mid superintendeDce the inferior clergyi 
iml the secular aflairs of the parish are placed. 
^the priests have tlaeir maintenance assigned them 
kind^ and do not labour {or their support* 
tc.«teward> who is a layman^ is appointed by the 
to recti vc the rents belonging to the 
hitrches., and to give the priests the portion aii> 
ed them- 
Thtrre are more churches in Abyssinia than ia 
l«ny nther country ; five lu- six may be eecn ia 
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(^le<^ailed skimtioli. Whare^er a vifitory»tta»> lmD M i . 

Si!lMdl,tberea.cliarali t«>ei«icti6d«' TllteiK^iiie< i*i» 
waf8ii«irsoiiie>nNimii^w«tM% for tiie eoiive«- 
nienoe of> purifioationB and abltttidnsy in wMeiv. 
the .A^sMnianS' atrictl)" oteef^w* tin htmAotM*^ 
law. Tbey an fi^uendf- plaaed o» tlMi>sMtti%. 
mit of a hiUt awitounded'eiiilhslf'i^itb'Cddanr 
The cliura^a are'Of^a'ttKmto* fornix and^laive^ 
tMtcted rooft, tlia* taps of ^tfklkh a»e peHbee - 
bwiet. The iiiae»'paft>coi)alat8«of -8cK^Mi('^dM=^ 
eioiMy aocoMlingtotke refrulati<ma> preacfited ki^ 
tiie latr.^f Mbses* Tlii» Atn^iaiaaa pa^f^a gmtm 
respect to the9a'a8i)i«d<e4ifieei^-aiMl'al«P«3NH^ii*. 
tlb^AJtmrnbUfthoU Nothipg em b aa a a d^ - op^tere* 
l^iy ia.tobo aeenin «iiaf\of:thair'|4aoes*-of^woPi^ 
Mp, at* tt'Woiildte.caQsid0i«<i a»4dQlaif>f» Tte ' 
|ttttyof«r paakns, and hfmm, wlikH areefitedte ' 
dvkie service^ ia« mitsd^to the.^Qfeca>itn» jutt^ 
ciaasly compased^- «id parfbr«Md> i*i»b' gi«al> 
dteenejF* and deiaaliot)^ «Rd( fi^e» ftom^itlia pomf^: 
flttd cerefAOBf -viatlile. m tbt^^ehuFoh^ oifROaM* 

The Itefaegv^ whO'iathe^Ghkf'oMie nioidBi# 
ii ofdailMd • bj^ twor pvieiU^ thai hob^a- whitv^ 
okMrh over faim, iiMe another offera^op^pnqFoi^ 
He ift a man •of much -greatfir^conae^oenoe* Uwr 
the abuna) in^Umea-of dkamteiioe-'and mmnm»^ 
tiofi. Tke'inonka tn^Ahytsima d«*nal liae hir« 
oativenta a$ in- £iiraper bat ) ha^e separate^MMiata 
Mattvnsd rowid tha^ church' ; and ■each* ouHi»alt i' 
that part of tiii, propcflf wMch -conskta^ in h»d^ 
These iDQoaaleries^ indeed) ate tbe^Tcrjr mveraa^ 
of thoae in .otbcv coiin|rie% witfi ^lei^Mctr t^ •diehr' 
atructure) fonn> church-service, govemawntt «nd^ 
disc^iHne* These 'rooiikaxUvean^aQstare^andie^ 
.^oUff h£ty ntp pooTy anil ina. a^la^of^ celilMkOfr' 
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certain person having one daf asked the em- 
ir's secretary, who had forracrly been a monk^ 
U>t:y did Dot bind themselves by some vow i 
kt niinisler, who was of a gay, faceiious dts- 
Atioiij replied, *' The votanes, ppostrated on 
ihe ccinh^ promise the aHoi aloud, thai they wiiJ 

I observe chastity ; but they addj in a low tone of 
few^icet In the same manner as you obsen'e it,** 
L The tenets of tlie Abyssiniana are tbt same as 
ibose of the church oF Alexandria* The two 
puluresln ChmU the two persons, their unity and 
equality, the bferiodty of the manhood, with 
oU^er matte i^ of a hke kind, are enveloped in 
cJouds of ignorance and heresy. They believe 

»i<l the real presence ; make use of extreme unc 
tioti lor the sick, and practise publick confession* 
They never absolve penitents without inflicting 
on them reproaches and blows, with a stick or 
I^B whip, upon the shoulders* With re^rd to cir* 
^■'Ctiificisbn, and the observation of die seventh 
L^ day, they do not consider them as necessaiy to 
salvaljon, in the same manner as the Jews. If, 
^^ therefore, they seem to pay any religious regard 
^V%3 the rite of ckcumcisionj it is only on account 
^^ of its thvine originj^ and from its having been 
f the objigatory seal of the oM covenantp The 
prohibiuon to eat certain kinds of food is also 
tuiis.de red by them as a political institution. 

They admit tlie NiceDCj Cons tan tmopoli tan, 
Ephesian, and some other provincial cotuicils ; 
make no use of the apostles' creed ; but receive 

(ihc same books of tlie Old and New Tefttament^ 
•ii canorvical, wbicli arc so acknowledged by usi 
They c>ffer up supplications and prayers to the 
iftlnts, and observe fasts and festivals In honour 
Vol.. XII I. Z 
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of thtmy aa4 ^y a rdigious ftgwd to tittip tor^ 
licks and pictures* The adoratioa of the Vii^gn 
Marf 18 e3cces8i?ey both with respeet to tte aUi 
tributes and mirades assigtued her. If thej M 
not believe in a pvrgstory in the same seme aivf 
extent as the Greek and Roman churches^ thef' 
nevertheleas acknowledge a middle staite of exr^ 
istehcey in which the departed souls^ must be^ 
pirifiedf and in the perfbitnaiKe of which thef 
may be greatly assisted by the prayers and pe-* 
nances of their surviving friends. These mm^ 
lers are practised rather from habit than edoca- 
lion ; and they have no schools or oniver^etf 
for instructing their youth in useful khowledg«| 
imd in the principles of rel^^ion* Even tli^ir 
lahgnage possesses vo lerms eaq)resstve of tliese^ 
establislunents. 

A D. ^^'^ Amlack was tiie first prince of the 
1268. i"*^ o^ Solomon^ that succeeded to tJkt 

throng of Abyssinia^ after his £ynily had 
Bufiered a kmg and dreary exile, occasioned bjr 
the treason of JFudith. The signification of has 
name implies, Let him be made our eovereign. 
During his rdgn the canon was forged which 
prc^bited the Aybsskiiiois from occupying the 
office of abuna, and secured their dcpendenoe 
on the patriarch of Alexandria* 

* To Icon Amlack succeeded Igba Sion^ and kt 
A D. ^^ cotirse of five years five other princes, 
1283. ^^^ broth^nn were successively raised to 

the throne of Abyssinia. During the 
short time these monarchs enjoyed their digni^^ 
the Idngdom was distracted by intestine Action 
and ci^ wars ; and the states of Adel, having 
btc^me rich and powerfid) sensed this c^ponwh 
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it7 to tl^row off the yoke, to withdraw iheir 

■ 'giance, and expel the Abyssinkns from the 

roasL 

Afler these princesj Weedem Araad* thcif 

fCiiJigest brother, ascended the A by a si titan 

which he possessed for fifteen years ill 

id tranqyiUity- To him succt-cd- ^^ ^^ 

e4 Amda Sion, his son, atjainst whom iiu' 

the kingdoms of Adel and Mai-a de* 

glared war* It happened that a Moorish factor, 

who had the charge of the commercml Ititcreeli ' 

of the king, T;Fas assassinated and robbed j upoit 

whkht the tnonarch immediately assembled fm 

4it>op5, and attacking the nearest Mahometan 

setjdements, put all to tJie sword whom he 

ibund} Willi out exccptiDn. The Moors, in tend - 

ing to retaliate on the Abyssinians, endeavoured 

"to surprise them in their camp before day ; but 

,lhc king> havings received intimation of their dc- 

,»ign, was prepai-ed for receivings them i and 

Jiavin^ his troops ranged in order of battle, at- 

-titcked the Moors with great impctuosiityj sle\T 

.a great number, and drove the rest into the 

^oods and fastnesses. 

Whi]^ the monarch was settling the govern- 
ment of the rebellious provinces^ he receiycd ^ 
, information tliat the kings of Ad el and Mai^ 
had collected their forces^ and intended to at- 
tack him. lie therefore marched his troops! 
towards Mara ; but a discontent arising among 
•lii« soldiers, they refused to proceed. The dis- 
^pOftitipu of the army was no sooner known to 
Ihe king, thaoj summoning the principal officers 
and soldiers before him, he harangued tbcia, 
with such eloquence and force of reasoning**] 
^m tliat they all declared their Brm and unalterable 
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attachment to the monarch, and that they would 
willingly follow him wherever he should think 
proper to lead them. Upon this, Amda Sion 
marched farther into Mara, and took a position 
which he strongly fortified, and where he re- 
solved to continue with his troops, and desolate 
the whole surrounding country. The inhabit- 
ants of Adel being informed that the main de- 
sign of the Abyssinian monarch was to compel 
them to abjure Mahometanism, and* to become 
Christians, were seized with a kind of frenzy,, 
and demanded to be kd immediately against 
the enemy. 

In the mean time, the king, who had been 
sick of a fever, and was scarcely yet recovered, 
being acquainted that the Moorish forces were 
at no great distance ftx>m him, and were waiting a 
reinforcement of troops from some of the small 
districts of Adel, and had poisoned and corrupt- 
ed the water in the front of the army, commands 
ed the fitauraris to advance a day's march be- 
fore him*. This officer falling in with a large 
party of the enemy, was defeated and driven 
back upon the main body of the troops. A 
violent panick immediately seized the whole 
Abyssinian army, which refused to advance'; 
and the greatest part requested to return tja 
Abyssinia, that they might obtain assistance, 
and fight the enemy on more equal terms. At 
this instant, the IVioorish forces, amounting 6> 
about 40,060 men, appearing in sight, increase 
cd the number of those who deisired to return, 
and added to the confusion and dismay. 

• The fit-aararis is an officer depending immediately 
on the commander in chief, and corresponding wiih hthi 
cUrectly, without rectivioff the orders of any other peraolu 
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lo tliis exige^icy of affairs, and in ibe almost 
>jr of mindj the king nxle tlirough the midst 
Jf bi9 troops, and endeavoured^ by aU the nitai>» 
his power, to quiet their fears, and to in- 
them with courage and reiiolutioii* In 
did he infonn theiUj that to retire to their 
^p, was to seek their own tkstruction ; and 
li being chieOy horse, a plain anfl ' ;^m 

ilUry was the most advantageo^ .m* 

kd in which they could act Willi llic greatest 
Jflcct. Findings no sig^ of conteT*t or convic- 
tion on iheir minds, he requested tliat tho*e 
who were not inclined to engrage the tncmy 
wouki at least i^emajn spectators of the bat tie > 
id not remove from tbeir present atluationj 
jinqe their disbandmeot and retreat would, oc- 
casioD the discomfiture and loss of the whok 
army^ He then commanded his mas(e»' of horse* 
»nd five olher oflicersj to attack the left wing 
'^ Ihc enemy ; whilst he, with a^mall part of 
hb servants aad household troops, engaged the 
%hi- 

The leaders of the left and right wings of the 
Moors being defeated and slain, a panick seked 
those bodies of liXK>p6, and they began to give 
way. The Abysahiians, who had hitherto ab- 
i italned from the engagement, seeing this, be* 
'*C3EUiie ashamed of their contluct, and attacked 
the enemy with great impetuosity- The whole 
of the Moonah army having by tills time jolnedj 
Ihe baltlc was fought on both side* with grcal 
obstinacy and valour, till fii'st the centre, and 
then the left wing of the Moors wai brokeii and 
dispei'sed ; and the right, which consisted prin- 
cipally of strangers from Arabia, retired inta 
i» deep and narrow valley, surrounded by high 
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mod perpeD&ulair toeks, which weie covered 
with wood, aad where they Vfe^c surrcMinded 
and put to death. The rest of the Moerisbf 
troops were pursued and overtaken ; a g^reat* 
number of them was skin ; and a few were 
made prisoners^ among whom was Saleh, kiog 
oi Mara. This unfortunate monarch, clothed 
in the distinguished habit and marks of dignitjF- 
in which he had fought at the head of his troc^»f 
and adorned with a collar and chains of gold, 
enriched with precious stones, was, hi pre8enoe> 
€f the whole army, brought before the king of 
Abyssinia, who scarcely deigned to si^te hinrU' 
The royal prisoner also, with great magt»iii* 
aMty, observed a profound silence^ The troc^ 
having satisfied their curtosity Mrith the sight of 
this unhappy prince, who was so lately the ob- 
ject (^ their ^ar, the king commanded him V^ 
be hanged upon a tree, wi^ all the ornaments 
in which he was arrayed* The ^ueen of Mara, 
on account of the drugs and enchantments with 
which she had poisoned the waters, was ordered 
to be put to death by the soldieFS, and her body 
to be given to the dogs* ? 

After this, Amda Sion proceeded to ravage 
and lay waste the whole kingdom of a\deL The 
king c^ that country, rendered despenfte by thu 
certain and inevita^ destruc^n of his domi^': 
nions, marched hastily against the Abyssinian 
monarch, whom he attadced with less precau** 
tion than his own situation and the character 
of his enemy required; the consequence of. 
which yyjBOy that the unfortimate prince was de* 
feated and slain, and the greatest part of hia 
amty put to the sword. The three chikir^i and 
hrother of the late king of Adel> who luul be^* 
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ibe cngageraent, coaTinccd of the infenoritf 

if their uoops, and terrified at the approaching 

tc of their country, threw themselves at the 

I of the concjueror, implarecl his pardon atiij 

fof^iveneas, aiid begged he would delist fforo lar- 

aste and desti-oying their unhappy kingdom. 

Sion, however, refused to comply with 

ir request, and ordered them ta rctura and. 
wml the approach of hts.amiy* 

Thb unpromising^ interview being feilhfullf- 
cimmunicated to their mother by the young piin- 
ces, it was knowrsj that uuless the queen, the rest 
of the late king of Adel'a faniiiy* and the princi- 
pal ]>ersons in the kingdoiUj suri-endeied them* 
selves immediately to the Abyssinian nionarch, he 
'Would ky waste the province of Adel from one 
extremity to the other, I'hose who had been the 
promoters and advisers of the war, consideiin^ 
that they were in greater danger than the royal 
fiamilyt persuaded them to try the event of 
another hatckj and bound themselves by mutual 
oaths and mutual promises to live and die with 
each other. Accordingly, an immense multi- 

ftude assemblecl, cooaisting chiefly of old me Hi 
womeni and child ren» who were tlie parents, 
whies^ and famiUes of those that had faibn to bat^ 
Uct and who, with the remnant of their country- 
mtsit ^ere resolved to conquer or perish. 
The king, perceiving this strange mixture of 
people, hailed in grtat surprise and aatoi^islt- 
meot. Unable to divine the reason for assem- J 
bling such an army, he sent a party of horse to 
disperse them, but every where found a stout 
and obstinate i-esistance* The aoldiei*s being 
well provided with swords and shields, and the 
wi>mea with clubs| polesj and stoucs^ damped . 
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the«rd8ttr<rfbt8 tne^ aadrirwi^eHed^biSiil!! 
irive wf. The king, poiceivisg «hat the^bn^te 
bfcamt every mmtite more do^itM and unb^ 
.-vooraUei recalled the detachmeikts. viiic^ had 
<beeD sent from the armff and commanded, tpem^ 
to advance agsdntt the etiemy. At ikm s^oe 
time ako, he made an extraordiiiary effort, widi 
Jna horse; but tn vain; lie omvy wliere found 
people that willingly presented theraedliKs tp 
death) but who would not quit their staticm so 
long u tbey possessed any power to fight aadd^f 
lend themselves. 

ConspicttouB ^hove the-Festtfor hA% fou^r*^ 
-graceful figure, and the many acts of^nydniy 
awhidi he peribnaedy the y^QB^.Ung of- W^po 
wm every where eeen enepm'agii^. feis.^tpoopo'jbf 
his fmce «Bd/ example) and poesenti^ ^mat^ 
mktTwer Amda Sion iippeared iapersofi* ')Th«j^ 
vemacknble and destmctive resiatanoe of tiii|i# 
ipouog prince excited the 'aitteation of tl^-kiBf 
»f: j&yesiitia) who,, aimkig. an -wmmr 9I ,^ 
iyouthful hero, tvounded him thieugh. theamddk 
^hisneek, and he {ell dead among hts^hoFse's 
ieet. This sight inniiediately atrock^d^ anosj 
(Wkh terpor and dismay^ who, betaking .th«m«** 
selves to flight, were cut in pieces, and ooly 
^bree Moori^ soldiers escaped with their lives* 
Amda •Sion having ravagc^i 'and laid waste th^ 
kingdom with fire and sword, and eix^vised the 
•most brutal and unheard<)f cruelties, ^retUnied ii|- 
tO' Abyssinia, where he died* 

After the death of Amda Sion, a suecessioii 

^f several princes tooK fdaccr of /whom -nothing 

A D. ^^ recorded woi^ihy of notice. JDa^d the 

1434. second was succeeded by his ncf)heW9 

Zaapa Jacob) yfaa jtasun^edtJte ^jUBnafy 
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rConstaiiimef aiid is considered b)^ the Abys^j 
ittiians as ahother Solomon, and the model of^ 
bat a sovereign ought lo be- During ihe^ 
_n of this prince, idolatry was thought t. ca- 
Ital eriiric, and all that were found guilty of j 
ftiiai offt^nce sufFemd accortlingly. He issued « 
procjamation declanng that every one who did 
iKit^cany ^n amukt on his right hand, contbiit^ 
Ing these worrls, *' I renounce the devil and ail 
Ills wrorks for Jesus Christ our I^rd," should 
forfeit his personal estate, and be Vrable to cor- 
poral punishment. Many criminals were eon* 
\kted and executed, and great sererity wmms* 
cfcised* 

/:i ;ra Jacob divided the country into separate 
govcnments, assigning to each the tax it should 
pay, at what time, and in what manner, accord- 
ing to the situation and productions of every pra- 
Yinoe. During" his i-eign several insurTccUona 
broke out tn different parts of his dominions* 
which, however, he had the address and ability 
to queT] in a short time. 

To Zaara Jacob succeeded his son Bzcda Ma- 
riam, who, through the influence of his mother, 
had endeavoured, but in tuin, to share in the 
goi'ci-nment of the kingdom during his father's 
jif€# From the rdgn of Judith^ in the tenth 
century, the custom of confining the royal chil- 
•dirn upon the top of a mountain had been dis- 
continued, B^da Mariani, however? re- ^^ jj^ 
vived tlie severity of that ancient law, 1453, 
and anested all his brethren, whom he 
sent prisoners to the lofty mountain of GeBheDi 
en the confines of Amhara and Begemder. Af- 
ter this, he concluded a treaty of peace and 
Amity with the king of A^h wha had seat am^ 



k. 
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basiadors under tiie pretence of c ou g iM B tah rdiig 
Idm on his accession todhe throBey but in reali^ 
fcr tbe sake of being infonned against nrliom 
the f oung monarch wcut then i^reparif^ his droops 
'and armies* Bxda Madam told^Chemy tfaattlie 
preparations made in his camp were not intended 
ligainst Adel, but that he was resolved to sufier 
iio l(»iger the inroads and cruelties of the. Ido« 
bas*. He requested the king of Adel, thci^d* 
lore) to observe a strict neuUaUty* Ambassaf 
dors also arrived on .the same errand from Oao^ 
cali) to whom Ito same account was gi^rcn^ and 
'the same requfifit^made* 

The Dobas finding that the king Was detra^ 
tnined utterly to extirpate diem, imd that there 
fwas no pos8ibilit|r of wvcading. destruction b^bf 
•Butoussion) adopted that Mne of oonduct,. re* 
•Bounced Paganism and were pardoned. ^B^da 
Mariam, however, resolved to chastise the kii^ 
of Adel, who had not oplf dissovered hks tnten^ 
^on to the Dobas, but'ofiEeeed to s^sist Sbem with 
some of his best troops. • The Abysmman armcjPi 
•therefore, marched into that kingdom, under the 
xommaend of the betwudetf Adber Yasons,' and 
expecting to find tlie Moore whofif unpre^ai^d^ 
began to desolate the country miik £ie asid 
sword. But as the troops entered the frontiera, 
•advanced parties of the enemy appealed, which 
mci'Q soon foilowed by the main body in good 
order, determined to iight befose the ^^^yass* 

* A race of barbarpu»peDpl4«pofses»in£inii^ proper- 
tf, and greatly reserabUng the G^llas. 

f The betvsuket U an officer that has nearly the same 
power as the. ra* (whom we have already mentionedl. 
There were twb betwudets, but both being sfelin in one 
battle, the ^ce was €ox^gidere4 as anfortuimte, asd 
brought into disuse. 
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shciild have time to mvsge tlie coutitiy^ 
immcdlatdy ensued, which, fnim the 
hatred of the soldiers, the ccjuaJity of 
numbers^ and their long CLXpcriencc In 
I other's manner of fighting, was extremelf 
dy mul obatinate. Often on the \mnl of 
being dlsconvlited, the Moonsh officers, whilst 
they survived, retrieved their honour and cause 
bf great and persontd eatertions. At length 
^reat number of them were slain, and vLctoiy 
declared in fawur ©f the Ah^ssiniansp The 
king, who was on his march to join the be* 
twudet, was informed of this events and ac- 
quainted that no army now I'emaincd in Adel 
&u&ient to keep the field. Ba^da Marram, 
whilst planning the means of rendering' that 
Jem ti-ibulary and dependent, was seized 
i a pain in his bQWelSf which occasioned hii 






No sooner was the late king dead, than, as wt 
arc informed by the annals of Abyssinia, a tu- 
jnylttioua meetinj^ of the nobks took ^^ j^ 
pl£u:e, and the queen Rotnana, with her 147a/ 
son Alexander, was brought from the 
roountain Geshen, and ilie latter crowned with* 
out opposition. For some years after this prince 
ascended the throne, the queen his mother and 
some of the principal nobility, governed in his 
DameT with despotick sway. The king of Adel^ 
whose temlories had been often ravaged and 
jaid waste by the Abysaiiiian armies, omitted 
DO apportunity of conciliating the favour and 
esteem of that court. In this, however, he was 
prevented by the incursions and cruelties of a 
neighbouring chief of Arar, named MafFudjj 
^m who had vowed to spend the whole time pf L^nt 
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in the * Atiyssinitn Idhgdom, and 'Wlio 
tallied at his expense a small body of < 
troopB, whom he itispired wi^ the-same^ntit 
and resolution. ' < ». :.* 

AlexanderhaTing assembled: his Ibices^ maitfc- 
ed directly towards the terricoryoF Adel, wfaeie 
the two armies met and engi^ed. The battle 
wa^f vigorously niaintaincid on bolh 'ttdsa; b«t 
Za Saluce, the Abyssiaian j^neralyWitMrewm 
great part of the troops during the heat erf the 
engagement, and left the king exposed to the* 
i^ttaicks of his enemies* This ti^eascm, howerei> 
inspired the small army that rem«thed wkh -freak 
courage, and the Moors were finally compeflad 
to retreat. Alexander, on his return ts Shoa^ 
was murdered whilst asleep, during the night, 
by some of the cr»Mres of Za Salucei. 

After^ the unibrtunate death of the late king, 
A. D. ^^ people chose Noad, the younger brb- 
^495.' theriof Afexahder, to be Wr" saocessor^ 
No sooner was be seated on the thracie, 
than he plashed a general and comprehcntt^Ne 
amnesty, wh&th had' the desired effect, andocca-* 
cfdned the internal tmnqutlHty of the kingdcaiQ* 
It beings exactly known when Maftidi would 
commence hit annual predatory incursioDSf -to 
#hich he was- invited by the itetemiousnesa; of 
the Abyssinians during the time of Lent, which 
i*6n(tet%d them' Wholly cmaUe to fesist : an 
enemy, Naod ^an::hed hia troops towards the 
part of his dominions attacked by the chief 
of Arar, ant} strongly forced himself. Tke 
Moors, contrary to the advice of their leader, 
approached the king's camp in the most caie- 
les6^and presumptuous nuumer ; b«rt whrk^h they 
kad ho sooner enteredi th^ mdreadiiil alwieh-. 
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tfcr of dicm ensued* Naod pui^ued the tsio* 
ntshed and fleeing enemy, a*id retook all tlie 
fni^iTters and cattle that Maffodi was carrying 
into Arar, AdvancUig^ iowards the frontier* af 
Adelf he was met by tfie ambassadors of the 
km% of iHal countiy, to whom he granted j^eacei 
on cotiditJOTi that all the Ahys^imana found in 
his dominions t and taken hy MaHudl, shoo Id Ite 
given upp which was readilf promised and per* 
formed. 

On the death of Naod, whose prudent and vl* 
gorous feign suspended for a time the fate of 
ibe empire, David the Third, son of the last 
raonarch, and as yet an infant, under the ^j^^ 
guidance and clirectjon of queen Helena, 1503' 
ajscfinded the ihrane of Abyssinia*. Alxmt 
this period, the Turks ih(^atcned to subject to 
their dominion both tlie kingdoms of A del and 
Abyssinia, and would probably have e flee ted 
their purpose, had it not been for ihe Poitti* 
gtiese> whom they found strongly established in 
India, which was al^ their principal object* 
The queen was sensible that this was not a pm- 
^^ per lime for a woman to reign, nor, which was 
^H exactly the same, for havin;^ a king who was a 
^B minor ; but her ambition induced her to prefer 
^F the love of governing to the visible necessilieB 
^m tutd welfare of her count iy» 
r In Lhis emergency, tl^refore, she was na 

■ sooner informed of the power and success of the 

Portuguese in India, than she determined to re- 
quest the assistance of their king Don Emauuel, 
aiid to enter into a treaty of friendship and aUt- 
ance with that prince. That she might succeed 
the belter tn her design, she made choice of an 
Annenian merckiant^ named Matthew, to be her 
Vol. Xllh 2 A 
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ambassalor to tiiq ctuentof Portn^aH ^d!VM# 
pessoa w«il ^nati^ for pm^h acoittinMpiih i#kii 
whom abe sentto I>m £«iaoue^a pirM«t\«i€ • 
piece of Ihe Ifi^ly cttm^ as a tolvsnr and proof of 
her profrnkm of Chmtiani^r, MatthcMr wm 
fiotonly foeoW^.b]p( Oio Unc^roC Ffrtui^ fnfb 
the greatest rev^reocie ^od respee^j imu an Buob 
an fdUaaee appeared tQ be^of-UievgDMsficoi^ 
seqneooe.to thatpnnee ami to tho chansliKof 
Rome, he delayed not to send the queoft a tof 

Ift cho mean tin^, MafQidi contifNKd tm com* 
IMt hi 8 d^Ffdations m the Abf iilDiafi- tomtoryv 
and the lung of Aderivas imhiced»shy Uie-JMr 
nburs and ffaa which a^med toi tb^ «hief ef 
Arar in' those espedttiooSy to breafcc the peaoe 
inth AtiysMniay and to? join hire* Thte TmfiMi 
ftnd Moors ravi^^ed whole fnovioKts withoiit re^ 
•istance. Dandi therefofe« took Mie^. Md in 
peraoa^ and AMMi having chattHiged mstf 
Ittoi of rank^ to fight, hin in siagk oortiiiatt Ga* 
bridl Aivlr«a9> a tosmiti re^^i^ed that the hhig 
would oomoHl to hin that ck^ his h^Mmt^ afivi 
th« fbrUme. of his B^a^* Dairid •.alrof»ding||r 
cooscntedi and Mafludi feUin tk^ oomfaatis; ali^r 
^ich twelve .tboua^d ofi th^ MahDmetan araif 
#csre skin inii^ fieUi<tf* bsKijk»> . 

The Portuguese ambamdor wa9 iwifieiised bjr 
4he kiiKg of Ab^Miai^ with. the. gnsateac snsHu 
^ n»Fef«ttC(3 and s|iM0ir and y^kk gMtt' eeit- 
wnom^ l^d fomiali^'adinitt^ to M^ fifst aii^ 
,enee* Prapoiala tyi^^ of iTaie^ aad idle eaieib 
pri^flEif howeter, fl^ohr tbej? hud noiihev itim 
power IMT the will to«ffecty p^i^sed betw^wi* (he 
twOcouits^ Sfbyiy empeifocofOoffsnintiivopto^ 
whose Urn. €faj|BCt) :ft^r (he^ «i^O0Uma of 
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l^pt, was the coaquQSt af lficjll^ iliidii}^ 

slbie to expei lUe Pontiguese out of thif j 
resolved to attempt the conversbn 
^Stiivtd and of \^l the iniiabitantJi of Abys 
40 MahametanisEiif by the powei' of ttic »V 
Tlic Turkiih officerii in Ai-abla and the king 
Add joined th£ir foroes, and prepaftd for iit< 
Ittdtng tbe Ambyiisinian tcrritoines, Ifi the mean I 
tiint DatkI assembled hi^t inoops, aud inatx:hcd| 
towards the confines of his kingdom, whct^ 
meeting the M alio me tan army, an engagement 
ensued^ in whkU the farces of the AbysainLiin 
xnoEtaj^h were defeated^ i»4td four thousand inaii. 
With the greatest part of the nobility 1 w^fe kk 
4eajd on the fteld of battle* 

A succession of dii^a^t^^B a;nd defeats fal^owcd^ 
and the unfortunate inhabitant!! of Abyssinia 
were rcduc4:d to tlie greaie&t misery and dbtrefcs ; 
being limited by the swotxl, the fitmine; and the 
j>Uguc* Al kngth David was obltgesd tp mtirc 
ft>v satiety to %ki^ dry aJid inaocetiJBible mountau} 
calJed Gtshen^ ivheiet blockadc^d by hi^ enemies, 
uiid, though brave and virttKHis, abandoned and 
tl^^pisijd by his own ^u^ijtctK, iie feil a prey to 
grkl aind misforLurc^ and died in that horrid 
asylum, iu the forty -second year of hi& age» and 
lite thii'ty-third of his iclgn.^ 

Claiidiuai who biicceede<l his 'fother j^ j^ 
JPAVid the Thir\l, was young at th« time i54oi^i 
ol^ his accession to tht:; ttirane* and found 
iIk empire in circumstances that ret^uii^ the 
*iMity and prudence of a wi^ and experienced 
prince* But ttioughClaitdius w^b youngs he was 
possessed of a gi-accful and affiii>ie deprtment^ 
which secured to hind the aff<?ctk>0!» of the 
people ; he was expel^;mnll wartVkceKerciacs^aud 
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bra^ beyond lib .y«iii«. Bta^^ MommtA . %faol. 
the Moom wasb aineittblittg tiivh&teoo^ with a 
degree^ ioattoiiciaii «Eid piesttmt)tifiii that io^ 
dicated tbeir oH^ence afid aRcuiiliry ^he and-* 
denly attacked them^ entirely. defeatod and ^&^ 
persed their, acroyt and Mciieh. the vhsie oofi- 
fericracy wkli paniah and ioaoilarnatiBn* This 
Tict(»7 wasi foUowed by, several otheist axKLthe 
affairs of Abyssinia be^^to wear another omsi 
plesioD. < ..) 

Claudius endeavcMured t& obUui the fasooc. 
of the Abyas^inian ckr^y;. but fonnd. hioflctf 
thwarted by the Pf>rtiigtteae» who. had ac^ahfwt 
a great asoendancjr at courti esfMsciaHy ama^ 
women devoted to ^atbolicitDli ^ The kin9» havi* 
ever, contrived to. manage both .pftctiea of reli- 
DPMMi with jSo much {xdicy ited addre8s^' that^ 
without abandoning ilus abooat he toleoiled. a 
cathoUckpatriarcbysent^thitht^ by thepofw. Doa 
Christopher, the GomBUffidec of a small .Pf^ttiijf 
ipie!«e army) a? biph had been diaps^ched to^ aaaiat 
Claudins , against the Turks, and MoQra»befom 
he coiM effect a junction with the kin^^ came in 
«igbt of the Moorish titK>p6« This army» which 
vas under the oonmiand of Giagnie, king, of 
Adely consisted of one ih<»tsind,bfles6mfiiisifiiRa 
thousand in&ntryt fifty. Tuij&bh . Muqueteerfb 
and a few pieces of artiUeiy^ . Tbe^ foam, of JDon. 
Christoph^ amounted to four hundred und fifty 
musqueteersy and twelve thousand AbyssUiiana*. 
But before an engagement itook p^ace b<iw«en 
the two arnuesf Gragne bad doubled his .numt 
ber of horse and. inu^uetieiifs» and procui^ .a^ 
great reinforcement of infancy* The battte 
was fought with great fury and. ob^Unacy^ till, 
at Jengihi the Abys^ittian^ and I'oQtugnese wer^ 
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jf^ety wliejie dlicom^ttd^ and Boq Chrklop^ei^ 

"^ ' into tbe Imnds of U^e Moors* who put liiin to 

Mb« The Mooi'ish arm-y, howciicrt was sooi* 

4elt^\ted by Cl£it]diii% and Gragnc^ thdr 

^SLDder, sJaki* 

On ?\c€ouat of ihe disser ' ich prcvaHed 

n this Lime between the A — _;ris and Pt>r- 

loguesct relative lo rclis;iQtis niatici^* the king 

J jbucid jt |j«cessary to separate tbem, and to ^^- 

I ihc catlwiick patriarch, Claudius had march- 

as army towards Ackl, when he received a 

! [ix^ra Nur, iiifbrmiiig iiim, that though 

ac was no more> them was stjJI a governor 

ei[a ready to fevs^ng-e liia df^atli^ and Co abed 

blood of the princes of Abyssinia, Ati en- 

j^agetnejit accotxhng^!y fo31owcd| in which Cl»ll- 

' :^ V3 kilfedf fighting bi'aveiy at the iiead of 

[>s* It fs to be observed, that the po* 

uiiic'A bidancje which this pdncc held between 

ihe two rtligionSf iiiclbied no fartlicr towards 

ib« caihoUcks tlian ptxittection, as he always pro*- 

licssed the creed of his ancestors* The virtuea 

md iibifities of Claudius r Jink him aoK^ng the fira^ 

<if kiugs. 

Aj& Claudius died without leaving any chil- 
dren, his brother Minas succeeded to the ^ ^ 
Ihromej and found the kinp^dom in nearly 1^59, 
fts great confusion as at the death of his 
iather David- Minas did not conduct himself 
lawai-ds the Portuj^uese, er the jesuk mission- 
aries who accompanied them, with that degree 
©f prudence and equity which had characterised 
tlic reign of his brother : he deprived them of 
the lands which they had befoi?e posscsied j de- 
nied them the free intercourse of their i^ltgioiii 
and punished their proselytes with great s^yjp- 
2A 2 



t 



,y Google 



9f0 ABTSStVfAw 

litf. This behMTioiir of cbe kki^ is MnribBd^ lifr 
tbft. Pomiguese MiUion to: fan feftSciMs^ ~~ 
sitmiy and to Uie edncatibn he had 
dnxmg his imprisonmoDt among the 
Others saf, that it was occasiened hf tl» t 
ehorf of the miasioaanesy who iuwuued .twmtai 
his nephews that had suocoaivaly reToHad a^aanat 
hiiDy and even excited these prtnces^areb^iiOOy 
who had been ^excloded the . poisesaoa of the 
■throne. %v 

Minas, however, was flUCeessfiiUand tnuraph^ 
cirer them. Bat he did not adotpt the cmairaBd 
sangahMiy resiriution of masstereing the FoeSa- 
gaese or the missionartes ; nor <ttid he ibive 
them into baminnent: he conined tiMsas in fab 
kingdom in such k manner^ thatihey eoafclaiei- 
ther obtain aisistance horn abroad^ nor even oov^ 
respond wiUi their friends. They were owladed 
ali commutttcal&on.with the troops, and Ml: InlQ 
a state of poveaty- and degractadan. Minaa was 
continvialif. engaged'in war; and some iiave a^ 
firmed he died. a» battle ; while others aasatf that 
being defeatad he fled into some high mamtafast 
where he languished out his life in miserf and 
distrefti | but in theannals of Aby88ini4 It is as- 
serted thaft his death was occaaionedby a* fevefy<» 
A. D. ^*i^^ was succeeded by bia am fiertaa 
1503.' Danghely who asanmedthe naoieof J^e- 
kckSegned. Thaugh this prtnea waaooa- 
tinuallf involved in war, either against ins f9vidt« 
ed subjects, or against the Qidlas and Mahonik- 
pm&j the ancient and imecondhdileanemieaalbis 
empirey the Abjsstnians neven^^es&:^)joyed.'U 
xcmsiderable share of happiness duriiig.hisjpuga* 
Ha had; perbaps^ neither time nor inclinatieata 
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tte ^entditiflMr whii^.his fa^r hall 
; af^io^' the • missioiMimf and tiicir cot^- 
>i>i](.penBt^d th«m lo Ufvse in peace> witii- 
40ttfcd6iQgtHeiii infttfy^or skomng them ^¥duiw 
Tlee klR^^fPoitiifal offered to assist him with 
tmm3ip9i mhk^i be -did jkA acc^ ; hot htf-re- 
^ie«ted tlist priaoey and the viceroy- d ^Goa* 
ei» Bead Inm ^poekmeii wlio might be- able to 
taimtxaimMi to. mtfniifaiiiUjKcr g^aiypendeis and to 
^£ii>ncate sirords and other weapoHB for his sol- 
^era« Mekck wae a prudent ^and eantioiis eom- 
iflUiBiker, and general^ siiicceiMi^l against his 
cmmti&tsi He intended, his nephev? Zadenghel 
toteiiia tuocesser, wha^rwaa -a prince possessed 
«xf ataost everf viriue, and was arrived at a 
pffoper age ibr ^Tetiiitigb On . lis dea^betf^ 
liowcrev, at tlie aistagatioR ' ef his qneen aid 
aaabi^oiis nobles^ who wished to rule during a 
mmoQtkfy lie . caused his son Jacob, a bof of 
aeven years e£ a^e, to be acknowledged by the 
khuB^^ But whiHi Meleek found bis end ap* 
pffoachiiig, he-changed htaeenlimentsonce morci 
aad. prefonngy as he wd tp hts nobles who had 
jnaeiftfafed aroimd him, the interest and wdfere 
-af liis Idngdom to the privafte afTection he bwe 
las son, ralifted the eh^iee ho had before made 
Mo^ffais acphewt and eatpmcd* 
- Tke veasons)^ bowevsr, which the la^ king as- 
signed for the choice of Zadenghel^ in- j^ jy^ 
-doced a iiastvOf the principal persons of 1595/ 
^tbe stale lo rejeot - that prince, •and es- 
. pofise the^^acMie o£ Jacob* Accordingly, a ooa- 
^^imacfc^as ^wrmed to change the. order of sim:* 
e^ssioifey and #Zadengh«l was setded and carried 
rjpriaoner to Dek, a large island in the Jake 
Tzana^ vh»e he was kept for socift timei tiU he 
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M»9ns tbe wild ind MficmUii 

^9it^%A pf ftdoptioiif the tetomms pnctias of A^r»» 
^mt aMlx»iwing li» jm>k aad ohps t» Jbe cut 
sM, to teirifir bim JacipaMi idmffmgi «b«A» 
viaedf iie wad M^Mfti vMi btMhiog iM» to 

he WM «aditr ihn^ in^ficnion «>f » gtoemor, lif 
wiiW) te WM iMiffWR^ wfttchedb 

.Zidci»ghel mm» pvored tiiflMftlf woithf iof ;4te - 
^^boioe ^f hid uocie* Puliiiig hMP^elf «t ^w • 

tie iMioig |il»ce» ilie ligfat A»d k& viogs iof fait 
inM|» were.'q^MJbif itMiUrfimliled* TlieiBnQ - 
tody ld»P beiog fhcDiNi infta <di«Q«ler and begins • 
j»iii|g %oi g4«is wsif 9 tiMe |p0ne«ab of hit wisf came 
|eadvi»e]lum:l9i-«linei tefere te Bhouldtesim 

of fott»vuig ttnak iidytae» ;tbe jMwre Ani intf^M 
yoHi|g«M», w^g WMitenfPiityMmK^4bar iresm 
^f «ge, di»9mwtf4 fo>«t jbia bowe, jyad vkh ikte • 
«woni) in .«ii9 (iMidtaQd his hiicUer an th£«c)Mri 
jOuiii jtMc^fwed Omm ; '< I «m fwrfvcd io dm 
pn the ^[)Qt vi&hfire J jKnw dtwid ; ymi n^Af , |d» * 
deed» escape Jthe swcMPd dOf ihe 4^jdlfl« ; bmtmti 
yoF will y#ii fttoape Ibe iwAmf of ten^ ahtab- 
4oned to the eo^my yoisr Uag, whom ysm .f# 
so late^ fwoclfwnod." Tjheae wocdB paodaced 
an instaxilaiMMUp «8eot 40 the tBoop% vte %e«* 
fqpe Mrei^ ^3ii» the jXMQt jof flying ike a Aoek «f 
6heep,.a94itey 4i^t«cfcffd the Gi«Miwilltithe hsf 
4>f Jieoy, oiver whm tiiey gmtd a ctai{]lete m* 
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aflfectiofi and esteem of his people, he was 

by the arts and inm^ucB or ihc jtssurU 

i«fKibmce the catholick religion ; and, without 

sufficient prudence, her issnetl a pro- 

iiotit pi-ohi biting the relig:ious obiervation 

SatttixJays^ or the Jewish sabbath* This sikU 

and vioJent measure excited the resemmcDl 

7id indignation of the AbysstDians ; and evei-y 

•Tve who had the seeds of ambition and i^bel- 

lon so\yn in fiis heart, pretended ihat on ac* 

{junt of his luvc und attachment to the true 

iikl ancient religion, he was displeased ai tho 

conduct of Zadengheh Za Selass^, in particu- 

lar, held seditious assemblies with the monks, 

-h'-im he taught to believe that the Alesan- 

faith was now totally rejectetl and dislik- 

Ki, uad that no other relii^ion but that of lh« 

chyrch of Rome woidd tlienceforth be toleratecl. 

Tlieiibuna, a man of a wicked lind cornipt hfct 

and an enemy to ihQ king*, was easily prevailed 

on to absolve the soldiers of Zadenghel from 

tiicir allegiance, and to declare the munarch ex*- 

itnunicated and accui-scd, togtther with all 

thatshotikl support and favour him. 

In the mean time, the pit) vi nee of Gojami 

hich W'a» cKtremely hosiile to the tenets and 

ipline of tlie church of Rome* declared 

inst the king ; which was no sooner known, 

Za Selasse hastened Ihither to encourage 

head the insui'genta, Zadenghei being dci' 

by many of his tri>op3» became sensible of 

effect of the abuna'a excommunication, but 

nevertheless proceeded against his rebellion^ 

subjects with the few soldiers that still remained 

ftiithful to him* The engagement that followed 

IV ai Wootly flf*<i dfsi>eratep The king, who W 
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keoome ekfevl in tlis mm of wmsj ' wiw tMoirg' 
mA «gU» in bodfi in tht 4k>iref of his ^ge, «M 
Ml eiftoeUcBil boraemftftt p<»('foniied ftnts cif^^Ftt^ 
lonry wkikh «eenod superior to the 'po«r^ tmA 
ewttknii ef man. But the bmye tnd uq^n^ii- 
Mte mooatch at length ftkl, eovened wklranom*- 
ber of mNmck. - 

Tlw gTKf which tlie derth ofZ^lengfiel ee- 
cwoQe4 wcR ao u&lvetval, and the odiom 
which the tnantgeiits tbttebf iaoaned eagrai*^ 
thafc Ha ooe dared fer «oine ^me to apfMint la 
eucceasor m $3b» thvene. SoeinieS) theoMiiii df 
the laae iung» endeavoured <# wrarp -die aovi^ 
^ ]) reic^tif ; 4)iit, at leiifth, Jeoeb^ who htt4 
•ym^ been; abaent when Sftdenghel was fMi^ 
wes'paoe|«iini(d'aiiccesaer to fhe ^raoant 
Hia* first eicre 'waotor lAek^ peaee wHIi 
t ; iosv which' ourpoee he ^reimiied flkm 
^eveiei longdamS) am aM tH^ pi^rty his^& 
ther iMd peaseaacd ; bet tha!t prince dndain^ 
lo accept tt«e ofieeed Mendship of the yoothfiil 
monaoch, adytaed the fchig* to tesign a ciwwn 
whUh did aot htiiofig e^'hliyf) 'i^d the fetainhMf 
possession 4sf. which taotfld Invelve him %i speedf 
imdoayuiadeetrew^iitMu • ^' w r 

iacoby £i>^f that wethingMbeuld he eflheM 
bX ne^Qcialioa^ toek the Md, «nd litaitihing his 
foraca towefde iSeeinios,^ ^eied t^m hMlie. 
Tliat ^rinccf howe^err thei^fh he desired an eii- 
gag^nent no lets thai>ihe kki^, pevc^Mrd drilt 
|t was not his iineiml: to fight^at this time, end 
|therefi»re hept 4ms ttoops on the high and ine* 
guiar f;nNMd, wheie ho oetdd n^theettactaL 
% the mehn time, SEa IMaM<^-who had heea 
chiefi^r instnimentait in phicibg Itfeoh en the 
^bfo^ey bw^ di^ifeased a^.the ooo^Ml^f «h$ 
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ivho hwd febiikcd film for the tlisoi'dcr anti 
r discipline oljscrvaWe among the troops, 
■i-*cii.€:d the imperial stantlard, and joinetl ih€ 
ucroy- Socinios^ sdiing ihe op[x>rtutiiLy when 
'\c kin^*s forces were encampt^ in a disadvul* 
^gcons situation^ attacked and defeated tht?m, 
nd Jacob was at once depii^xd of hb 
;^nd Inn life. 

Soc^iiiios was now uDiveraallf acknow* 

jM^«^ as king, and commenced his reign 

wUU Informing the abuses, and repairing 

the losies, which a lont^ and bloody war had 

cjecosioned. He did not i^tatfate oi^ his ene* 

Riiem for the injuries which he had suffered » but 

jfreely pardoned every one, received all without 

l^p roach or reflections, and endeavoured to gain 

their eiiteem and support by acts of lenity and 

mocleration. In order that he mig-ht attach the 

Portuguese Do His interest, and make them to 

depend enth-ety on him, he favoured the Romltlt 

priests, and themby gave offence to the Abyssi* 

i>ian clergy. There w^^ at that time among 

the missionaries in Abyssinia, a Jesuit called 

Peter Paez» a man of ^reat talents and address^ 

gBrho had conceived the idea of subduing that 

at pi re to the pope^ Aecorciing to the syslem 

by wiiich his brethren that preceded him had in* 

( turiiibly acted j he was of opinion that his mis^ 

vttm should be accompaniGd and supported by a 

lafjg^ body of troops - 

PaesE insinuated htrtiaelf into the favour of the 

ag, from whom he obtained a grant of tcrri- 

l^ry. Having secut*ed the confidence of Soci- 

Vmmi he induced that monarch, by flattering kia 

^H^jskes^ to check the authority and ambition of 

ilif greflt and powerful 1 in Ins kingdom^ who m- 
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itndtwd hiift in his actioos, «mI for l6tt pati 
pose to send to Portugal Ibr a body of ^^ao^ 
who might lUNUst him ia his tiasigiis, and ren> 
dar him campk^tAj free and kidependeQt. He 
also advised the kii^ to oountenance the R»* 
man reUgton^ and to gfant k his decided pn^ 
tcctton and fiivoufi in ocdcr that the i»irer of 
the Abyssinian cleiigy might be insen^^f weak^ 
ened and diniinishedi 

On the other band^ tins arCftd j^it wrate «i 
the king of Portv^, and transmitted kistrac* 
tions to that |»*iBce» by tlie way of Goa, hk 
which he urged the £imiity «nd adYaoiage ef 
i^Bodibring himsetf soprerae nder of that vast 'and 
extenaive empioe* To the Portuguese laonaroll 
he promised cne^third of Abyssinia ; and to hia 
holiness the pope, the addition of a rich and 
powerfid church. The king of Portugal, theie- 
fore, sent a considerable body of troops to lus 
assistance ; and the court of Rome dd^ated ta 
him every authority he could wish, having dei- 
nomtnated him patriarch of Abjraainia, AJei^ 
andria, and the sea, and instiucted him in the 
proper and necessary chrages to be made in the 
niks and doctrines of the church. It wa» the 
principal aim of Socinios to receive into his 4»> 
minions a number of Portuguese troops, who, 
joined to those that sheidd be converted to tJbe 
Cathdick fidth, might ienable him to extirpittie 
that spirit of rebellion and diwffectiqn which 
possessed his subjects, and espedaUy the dengyw 
Hitherto he had only seen in Peter Paez, and 
the other missionaries, an obsequious and servUe 
conduct ; their lives and manners seemed exem« 
piary and truly apostolical ; and he never once 
thought that the patriarch from {tome^ and. the 
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la from Alexanclrimt thoiig'h they diflfer«?d III 
Hglous opinions, were coptltanj^ agreed iti ifw 
ctesire of erecting cccksiastrcal dominion and ty- 
fatuiy on the ruins of monarchy and civil powen 
mtl of elfccting a toliij suboixliuation to the chaim 
of Si. Mark oi St. Pttcr* 

. In the mean time a person appeared, wha 
oilkd himself kin^ Jacoh, and prrlended that 
he had escaped from the battle in which that 
^ft|onarch was slain , and that hia face was so de- 
^Brmed and marked with the wounds he had re- 
ceived in the cnfjagementj that it was proper 
and expedient to veil it from sight* In order* 
therefore, to promote the deception^* he conMant- 
wore the Abyssiniun crown, which covered his 
irehead and both checks* Alt Tjgr^ hastened 
this impoator, M^hont they considered as 
it true and lawful sovereign, and who finding 
:) fat the head of a numerous body of troops, 
icd fram the mountains, on which he hacl 
"been encamped, and advanced into the plain. 
Here he experienced several successive defgats 
from the governor of Tigrd, and also from So- 
cinios ; after which he retired to his inaccessible 
retreats. At length, however, some of those 
who had joined the impostor were induced, by the 
pronnise of pardon, to betray the pretended Jacobs 
cutoff his head, which they sent to tho 




^HKic 



e Gallas, seizing the opportunity which 
lliest; internal disorders offered, attacked the 
Abyssinian troops commanded by the king in 
person* The engagement was bloody and ob- 
itinate^ and victory was for a long time doubt- 
ful* But, at lengthj the Gallaa were every 
Vol* XIII. % B 
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Hfhere put tfr Ihe rov^ und the rail of hMse* 
prevented Socicuos fiom destroyiog tketr ^ 
arsift whick would have been the eertem. i 
sequence ^ a vigorous pursaUi through « 
try where every iahidutftnt was & foe. . Thm 
southern Gallas, being infenned of the (kfeot of 
their couatiTmei^ inarched mtb Afayrasiiua, bom- 
ed end destroyed the chuiches and v«Uage% «o4 

Et to death all tibat feU hito their bands. Tho 
»gi who was aooa appnaed of their npniwailii 
and of the excesses they ooimiiittedy poeisit hia 
army in aa advantageatM situation. Tho GsUaa 
were entirely aiirrausdad by the Abyw^nian 
troopSf md every sottl^theai perished. 

Tlw first spkndkl oon^ueit of Faea^ iht jo* 
suitt was that aviar Sella Christy the empeior^ 
brother^ who pal^cly abjured the AbysMiiiaai 
faith, aad cnhraoed the cai^oliek. Whether 
that prioce was aiacere in his converuon ww 
know not, but great nmnberat of the nofaies aad 
gVHDdees were induced by hm exanfle and inta* 
rest to ceirfbrm to tho same creed, and faa 
proved a aealous proaelyte, and llie maia sup. 
port of the Romiah ehurch in Abysaiaaa. Sawa* 
lal circumstances, however^ diseovened to Such 
nioB the otyiain with whkh bis aseasurea weae 
:vegardod by his aubjecls, and the extreme dttllf 
cidty of eradicating the tocieat; aad of inti^ 
ducing the Romish religion* He therefore oa» 
dc»ed several conferences and dispotatioi^ to 
bo held betweea the Fortuguese and Abyad« 
luans, relative lo the controverted poiats of 4oe» 
trine ; but finding* the ktter obstinate aad aol 
to bo convinced, he issued sa edict ferbiddlw 
any of his subjects ta msin^iia. the eaistenca« 
only one nature in Jesus Christ* - 
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This decree^ followed by other i in hvonvdi 
the RoiTisih church, alarmed the whole empire, 
and especially the clergy. The abuna, who had 
l>ecri absent, hastened to court to asseit his dig- 
nityj and threatened all with excommunlcatloti 
At promoted and favoured the Romish doc* 
ncB, Finding himself supported by Etnana 
Christos, another brother of Socinios, he carried 
hts th feats into execution* and affixed the sen- 
tence on the gates of one of ilit; churches of the 
imperial camp; and the king issuing another 
proclaniation similar to the former, he anatlie- 
Oi^tized Socinios, and wrate circular letters to 
his clergy in defence of the ancient faitJi* These 
mea&un^s of the abuna inc leased the general dis- 
content against the king and the Romish mis- 
Monaries ; and Julius, the son-in-law of Socinioft, 
ventuiied to take up arms in defence of the an- 
ti *nt religion, and to persecute the catholick con* 
VL .ts in Tigre, of which he was governor* 

The king^ informed of lheselran*actions, com- 
Kianded the abuna and Peter Paez to repair to 
th« imperial camp, that the dmihis and incre- 
dulity of the one might be removed by the ar- 
gninents and persuasinns of the other. Both 
obeyed the injunctions of the monarch ; but the 
^nner was accompanied by such a multitude 
of monks and nuns as greatly exceeded the 
army in number ; all of whom pt'otested they 
would sooner die, than forsake the religion of 
iheir forefalhere, and on their knees requested 
that the king would not persevere in these inno- 
vations. The answer of Sociniosj however, was 
not calculated to excite hopes of his amcnd- 
fuctit t and therefore Jiiliusj Emana Christoit 
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and Casso hia higfi steward, entered into a con- 
Bpiracy against the king and Sella Christum, 
which they also ea8il}r induced the abuha to join. 

It was agreed that Julius should present a 
I)etition of such a nature as should probabljr 
produce a refusal from Socinbs; and during* 
the time of the altercation which would ensue^ 
whilst the king was not observing, the others 
should stab him. Previously to the conver- 
sation, the monarch was warned of his danger 
by a page, and, therefore, Julius no sooner ap- 
peared with his petition, than he granted it be- 
fore Emana Christos arrived* The other con* 
tpirators, however, came soon after, and the 
king taking hold of Julius's sword in a familiar 
manner, went with him to the staircase which 
led to the top of the house* The rest followed, 
thinking that a moi*e proper and secure place 
for executing their design ; but the king entered 
the private stair, the door of which had a spring: 
lock, that could not be opened from without, 
that it a&er him, and disappointed their trea^^ 
cherous intent without noise or disturbance. 

Not discouraged, however> by this unfortu- 
nate and unexpected event,; JuHus issued an 
edict, enjoining all the Portuguese and their ad« 
herenta to depart the kingdom of Tigr^ and ail 
that favoured the Alexandrian church to arm* 
and fellow him. A benediction of the abuna 
induced this young and inconsiderate noblemaa 
to attack the emperor, who wa6 at the head of a 
powerful army, and, notwithstanding the prayers 
and entreaties ,of his wife, to risk a battle ra- 
ther than be reconciled, to his sovereign. ^ En- 
couraged by that prelate, impatient of t»rml« 
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naCin^ the war, and persuaded that, on oecoynt 
of lib bciog son-in-law to the king, oo vioicaee 
vroukl be offered himj he boldJy puKteded 
tkxpiigh the forces of Socinios, and advajKed 
towards his tent^ attended only by seven p&> 
«0fis; but he wts killed^ just us be was about 
to enter it with an intention of slaymg the m&* 
narch. His few followers suffered the same 
late; and this catastrophe of their leader in- 
duced bis army to dis|>er3c, and endeavour to 
nave themselres by flight. In the pui-sdt of 
ihetn, howeverj the old abima lost liis life i imij 
tfae rebellion seemed efectuaily terniinatcd* 

Socinios then issued an edict forbidding thf j 
pfM^tke of the Abysaimim ritcs^ which cau&^d 
another ferment antong the people, and somf 
severe e3qiostulation5. An insurrection was 
raised by Jonael, viceroy of Begemdcr, who sooit \ 
Ibund bimsctr at the head of a considerable ] 
body of forces, that followed bim to some of thi ' 
high mountains on the frontiers, where he w aa 
to be joined by the Gallas, whom he had en* 
gaged to assist him. From thence he sent to 
3ie king, and demanded the total expulsion of 
the Jesuits. Socinios immediately marched hit 
troops towards the mountains, on which the 
¥icen>y was posted, bhkI many of the inaurgenti 
li^raaking their lender and joining the king, Jo- 
09iel fled to tlic Gallas, his confederates, by whont I 
Jie was put to death. 

Socinios having also quelled another revolt^' 
publicly abjured the Abyshinian religion, an4 
embraced iliiit of Hotne* Paez, having receive*! 
the king's confessioji, and pnbtick renunciation of, J 
4be Alexandriiui Ikith^ died soon after, befom 
2B2 
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ttie «rrital df the patriarch expected at LAwbrnm 
to confirm the changiss which had taken plac«^ 
and to give a solid and permanent form to the 
infiuit church. Paez, therefore, had not the aa^ 
tiafcction of beholding the final succeas of hH 
labours. The patriarch that succeeded him was 
a jesuity named Mendcz, who came -i accom- 
panied by nineteen of his brethren, two of whom 
had been consecrated bishops, in order to : sup- 
ply his place in case of necessity* They were 
received^ with the greatest domonstratkms of itf* 
fection and respect. Nothing could be laore 
pompous than the ceremony, in which was con- 
summated not only the union of the Abyssinian 
church, but also the submission of the emperor 
and ell his court to the see of Rome. 
i The day appointed for Use performance of 
these rites being arriyed, the lung, his eldest 
son, the viceroys, governors, and officers of the 
empire, assembled in the grandhall, where they 
heastl an elaborate discourse, delivered by Men^ 
dez, on the supremacy of the church and pontiff 
of Rome. This being "finished, the hoiy gospel 
Was given to the king, who foiling on his knees 
before the patriarch, took the foUowing oath : 
<< We the saltan Sequed, emperor of Ethiopiiiy 
believe and confess that St. Peter, prince of the 
apostles, was appointed by our Lord Jesus 
Chmt head or chief of the whole Christiidi 
church, and tliat he gave him the principality 
and dominion of the whole worid, by saying to 
him Tkou art Petcr^ and ufion thU rock vnUIhttUd 
my churchy and wiif give thee the key* of the kingm 
domof heaven ; and again when he said to him, 
^eed my 9hee/i. We also believe and confess that 
t^e pope of Rome; lawfoUy elected; is the true 
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'■ of St. Peter^ and that he possesses tktt 
atuae power and the same authority over the 
i^K>le Christian churdh ; and we promise uid 
sweats true and sincere obedience to the holy fiiF 
ther^Urfoan the eighth, and to his successors, 
mnd subject oiiittelves and our empire to his and 
their feet. So help us God, and his holy eyanp 
l^elists/' 

* To this formula, which was complete and sa- 
tisfactory, aU swore that were present ; the of- 
ficers, priests, and monks, according to their se- 
veral orders or conditions. The ceremony was 
closed with a speech by Sella Christos, who» 
heated with zeal, after repeating the oath pre« 
scribed, drew his swoi^, and uttered these words : 
'^ What is past cannot be recalled ; but those 
"Who do not perform their duty shall be judged 
by the sword." After this declaration, they all 
swore allegiance to the prince Basilides, whom 
Ihe lung caused to be acknowledged as his suc- 
cessor and the immediate heir of the crt)wn« 
^lla Christos, still hurried on by his zeal for the 
church, added a clause, or qualification, .to the 
above fiMi:nula, and which was much commenced 
by the Jesuits. *' I swear," said he, ^ to obey 
Iiim as a faithful subject, so long as he shall 
muntain, defend, and favour . tlie holy cathoUck 
&ith 'f but if he shall £di in this, I will be his 
first aitid greatest enemy." Soeinios also conii» 
manded, that all the ladies of the court should 
take the same oath the day following, which was 
accordingly done. 

The king, however^ experienced a greater de- 
gree of reiftistance from the clergy and people, 
who could neither be induced by threats, punish- 
mfUtsy Qor the most filtering premises, to sub- 
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mit to tiie ^ftfttot ecfictt which Socinio» > 
k necctsaty to inue for abrogatMig the ancient 
iuth md ceremoniet. They were extreMlf 
avene to many mages of the Romaiint&y^ winel» 
were imended to he introduced : kneeing duria^ 
the senrices of the ch«rch ; havmg fixed altara^ 
cmcifixesy and imagee In relief ; aaric^^ar c o a 
fession ; and other practices of an almost snaikae 
nature, were what chiefly gave offiBnce* Wbilst 
^ frightened eocknastkks were deserting A&r 
monasteries and contents, and seeking peace aaA 
tranquintty among the moiHittMns, -Soeioios conoK 
■landed a magnificent and stately edifice. t» be 
etected for the halntation of the potriiutJi mad 
hia companions* He also ordered a superb-ca- 
^ledval to be constructed ; but as it was built in 
die form of a cross, it gave ofience to the Abyy- 
ainians, who had l»tberto been accostonned ao 
churches t>f a drcular form* 

Two misMonaries, who had made a great 
number of converts to ^le Catholick faith in the 
extreme parts of Tigr^, were massacred by the 
peoples That kingdom betng, visked seon after 
by a plague of locusta, the Portuguese attributed 
the judgment to the murder of the missionanea ; 
and the Abyssinians, to the persecutiona raised 
agunst them by the Romanists. One of the 
emperor's sons4n-hiw, named Teola, viceroy of 
Tigre, raised an insurrection^ in which he.wa» 
joined by ether noblemen, who ope^ declared - 
far the Alexandrian church, in opposition to thai; - 
of Rome* The king dispatched i^inst them » 
body of troops, who overtook and defeated them» . 
and termmated the revtrft* Teek was taken 
pnsoner and sent to the imperial eourt, whete * 
ke waa cendcmed to death by the kii%i an^ ei^ 
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Hored to be hanged like. a coinmoh malefactor,' 
aft the head of his camp. What, however, w as- 
still tnore rigorous and severe, the sister of Tecia 
was also sentenced to suffer the same ignominioiis 
deatb, for having, as was pretended, secretljr fa- 
voured that revolt. All the prayers and en-' 
treaties in her behalf availed nothing ; and it 
was a singular and remarkable circumstance for 
a D^oman to be hung in Ethiopia, especially for 
a woman of her rank and condition. This spec- 
tacle, therefore^ excited the dread and horror of 
the whole court, and particularly irritated the fe- 
male sex. - 

In order that he might firmly establish his 
principles, and promote the interest of the church ' 
of Rome, the patriarch, on his part, acted with* 
the greatest rigour and the greatest ^al. The 
Abyssintans were rebaptized, their priests re« 
ordained, and the schismaticks, who had been bu- 
ried in the Catholick churches, were ordered to 
be disenterred, that those Hacred edifices might 
not be defiled by them. The patriarch, however, 
became involved in a quarrel with Uio emperor's' 
daughter, a lewd princess, who, though she had 
two husbands living, cohabited- with a lover, 
whom she pretended to be desirous of marrying: 
for that purpose she solicited the patriarch ta 
grant her a dispensation, which he refusing, the 
princess became incensed at tide conduct of Men- 
dez, and employed all her influence in injuring^ 
him* She excited other women to espouse her 
cause, flattered her father,, and attacked him with 
remonstrances and complaints. 

Several revolts and disasters also happening 
about tliis time, the :Alexandrians, who had re« 
Gctitljr gained ground at courts informed the em«. 
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peiw that tbete were occasioned b^ the change 
of retigion in his dominions; and that neither be 
nor the people might expect peace or trjOMjuil-' 
litjT) so long as the Romish fiuth was Avowed 
and promoted. It was impossible) they said^ S» 
convince hb subjects, that ciicumcision and the 
obseryance of the sabbath could be ofleasiv« ta 
God; or that the'Aiezandrian lituqgy, tJMir . 
Cuts and festivals, ought to give i^ace to tho8# 
of Rome ; and that it would be more safe and 
pru^nt to relax m these pomts, which made bo 
put of the essentials of Christianttf, and to per* 
mit them the performance of their ancirat rit» 
aad ceremonies* 

These representations and remonstrances hmi 
the desired efiect on the mind of Socinios, and nS 
length he yielded to their entreaties, and mici* 
gated the seventy of tb^ edicts wl»ch he had 
issued against the Abyssinian feith* The baugbtf 
patriarch was highly disfdessed with these collar 
cessions of the king ; expostulated with hire m 
very unbecoming terms ; and reminded SocinioSf 
that Usziab was smitten by God with a leprae 
for presuming to infringe on the priestly oflfecb. 
The monarch^ who at that time had not kisare 
to attend to the representations of Mendesy am 
account of a fresh insurrection which had ap» 
peared in his dominions, only replied, that Che 
establishment of the Romish reUgion in Al^s- 
slnia was not occasioned by the preaching of tha 
Jesuits, nor by the miracles they vrrought in con« 
firmation of it, but merely by his own s^prolia« 
tion and free will. 

The king's troops had been sevend diaes de- 
feated by the insurgents, and his generals oq«ii« 
polled, to seek their safeQr by flighu Soc^iiaa 
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\yf marched agamst the enemv, whom he aU 
jlted with gresit fury, ami obtained a complete 
Tictory, After the combat, he traversed the 
field of battle with a melancholy air, accompa« 
liied by the chief officers of his court, who thus 
ftiddressed him i *' Behold these thousands of 
slain. They are nekhcr Mahometrms nor Geo* 
iHts^ nor enemies of Chris-tianiLy, but your own 
'a.sfial5 and subjects, and our blood and rela- 
uons* Whether you conquer or be conquered, 
jrou plunge a sword into your own bosom. 
Those who made war against youj are consci- 
ous of no wron^ ; they took up arms only to 
defend their ancient religion, which you are de- 
sirous of obliging them to renounce, and to re- 
fuse ihe acceptance of doctrines which they can- 
not be persuaded to believe^ What an abun- 
dance of blood has this unhappy change already 
caused to be shed ! and how much moi^ will it 
occasion to be spilkd, unless you allow your sulv 
jccts the free exett^ise of that religion which 
they received from their ancestors ? Without 
this J we shall never have rest ; and you will 
shortly find yourself deprived of empire and of 
people.'* 

This pathelick remonstrance made a deep and 

^indelible impression on the mind of the emperor^ 

^^fWfio was weaiy of the frequent wars and revolts 

^^rbich had recently taken place- It was also 

enforced by BasiUdes his son, by the empressf 

ind by bis other wives ; and Socrnios, at lengthi 

mwis prevailed on to issue an edict allowing^ 11- 

Wrty of conscience J and restoring to the Abys* 

ainians the religion of their forefethers. This 

loleration caused inexpressible joy and rejoicing 
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tmong: an ranks and- degrees of peqple*, Vte 
laity cast the beads and trinkets into the ^rcf 
which the popish 'missionaoes had given theni« 
The clergy began to perform their functions, in 
the manner they had formeHy used ; to adinl-* 
nister the communion in both kinds ; to practise - 
circumcision ; and to renew the general abAu-^ 
tion at the feast of EfHphany, with esctraoitii^ 
oary pomp and exultation. In the churches 
they, chanted songs of thanksgiving and praise^ 
one of which thus omcluded : ^ Rejoice and be 
glad ; sing hallelujahs ; the sheep of Ethic^iiar 
are delivered from the wolves of the west;'^ 
( Though the king's edict ^restored the Ai^ssi*' 
nian church to its pristine state, it. did not ex- 
clude the Romish pHests from t^ free execdse 
of their religion. But the latter were become sa 
odious throughout the empire, that the former 
easily seized several 6f their ihagnificent aiu^ 
newly erected churches* At: this juncture alsoy 
occasioned either by grief or disease, the conse- 
quence of the &tigue to which he had been ex* 
posed by war, insurrection, and revcdt, or ra- 
ther, as has been believed, by poison, Socinios 
fell sick. During his illness, the patriarch Men- 
dez endeavoured to excite the drooping zeal of 
the desponding monarch, by reptetenting to him 
that his forbearance and inactivity would pro- 
duce a civil war in his domifiions, between the 
Alepcandrians and Romanists. To this Itidts^ 
preet and ill-timed intimation, which was in* 
tended to induoe the king to revoke the edict m 
favour of tderation, Socinios :replied, ^^ What 
can I do ? I have no longer either emigre <» 
authority ?" He died in the Romish foith, at 
the age of sixty-one, in the twenty-sevemh yeair 
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«f his reign, which, say some authors, would 
lanre been happy and glorious^ had the Jesuits ne- 
*er entered his dominions. 
■ Socinios was a prince remarkable for his 
foength of body, great courage, and the eleva- 
lioii of his mind. He had been early taught the 
exercise of SLxms^ patience, perseverance, and 
eteiy military virtue that could be acquired ; 
mud he had passed the former part of his life a^ 
9 private person, in the midst of hardships, difii- 
duties, and dangers. He embraced the catholick 
fcith ' from conviction, and studied it with ai 
much application as the scanty means of instruct* 
tks) would allow ; and being, in the la^t years of 
his lifey left without a soldier to draw his sword 
in defence of the church of Rome, he chose to 
retain his religion, and abandon his crown. 
* On the death of Socinios, his son Ba- ^ jj 
i^lides, who had latterly acted as regent 1532. 
of the kingdom, assumed the royal dig- 
nity. This piince, having paid the last honours 
to his father, endeavoured to compose the dififer- 
ences that had agitatedj the state, on account of 
religioudoinnions. He therefore informed Men- 
• dez, that the Alexandrian fiiith being now re- 
stdred and re-established, it was necessary he 
^ould leave the kingdom, and that the abuna 
only deferred his arrival in Abyssinia till the 
Romish patriarch and his priests should have de- 
parted. Mendez endeavoured to regain the 
^ng's fevour, by oifering concessions and indul- 
gences: "I have remitted," says he, *' all our 
pecOliar rites, except .that of the communion in 
both kinds, with wl^ch the pope alone can dis- 
pense, and make you the same offers provided* 
you and your subjects will submit to his holi* 
You XIII. 2 C 
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ness^ who is the liead and father of the uniTC;r$id 
church." 

To this letter of the patriarch, the king rcr 
pried, << tliat the breach between the Abyssinians 
and Romanists was not so much occasioned by 
the disputations which had been^ held, relative tp 
the nature of Christ, as to their denying them 
the cup in the communion ; changing t^e :&st8 
and festivals ; presuming to re-baptize their pro- 
selytes, and to re-ordain their priests and dea? 
cons." He concluded by insisting on th^ir im^ 
mediate departure for Fremona, and commanded 
them to surrender all the fire-arms of which they 
were possessed, into the hands of an ofBcer whom 
he sent for that purpose. The patriarch finding 
that all he could say or do had no effect, was 
obliged to comply with the orders of the mo- 
narch, and to depart with the other missionanes. 
They were escorted by Paul, the emperor's ne- 
phew, who was commanded to guard them 
through the deseits, but who, instead of protect- 
ing, would have plundered 'and robbed them of 
all their valuables, had not the Portuguese killed 
two or three of his men, and compelled the rest to 
seek their safety in flight. At length, after much 
fatigue, danger, and loss, they reached Fremona 
iu a very miserable condition, where they were 
scarcely allowed time to refresh and recruit them- 
selves before another order from the king was 
received, which enjoined them instantly to leave 
his dominions and to embark for India. 

Basilides was informed that the Romish mis- 
sionaries had sent to the viceroy of Goa, and to 
the king of Portugal, requesting an army and 
fleet which might deluge Abyssinia with blood, 
and was therefore induced to hasten their depar- 
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tfire out of his kingdom. It might have been 

expected, that after the severe treatment which 

^e 'Portuguese had experienced^ the ferment oc« 

casioned in the minds of the clergy and laity:^ 

wouM have subsided ; but Mendez hadncohtrived 

%o leave a number of Jesuits in Abyssinia, who 

kept themselves concealed in Tigrd, and were 

privately protected by the viceroy of that king« 

doni% They were, however, at length discover- 

^d and hanged, or suffered some other violent 

death* Nor was the king less severe against those 

of bis subjects who persisted in their profession 

of the Romish faith* 

- After this, six capuchins, all Frenchmen, and 
of the order of St. Francis were sent ^fom Rome ; 
Ibur of whom penetrated into Abyssinia, and 
were put to death ; the other two, informed of 
the unhappy fete erf their companions, prudently 
returned home. The different attempts made 
€o re-establish the Catholicks in Abyssinia proved 
entirely vain and fruitless, and during this and 
the following reign no missionaries could be in<» 
troduced into that country. Basilides endea* 
Voared to prevent the Portuguese from giving 
him any farther disturbance, and having reduced 
all his subjects to the obedience of the Alexan- 
drian church, took the field against Melea Chris- 
tos, his rival, who continued in arms at the head 
«f the peasants of Lasta, under pretence tliat the 
ancient religion of the Abyssinians was still in 
danger. Both armies met, and a panick having 
seized the king's troops, his horse fled at the first 
onset. The royal forces being routed and dis« 
persed, Melea Christos pursued his good fortune, 
entered the palace, took possession of the throne, 
and was crowned king of Abyssinia. He ap- 
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pointed t^e several officers) who were to fill th« 
most lucrative and considerable places of the g<^ 
verlunent ; and bestoved a largess, or bount^r, on 
the s6]diers« 

Basilides, however, was not discouraged, by the 
un&vourable complexion of his affairs, but aefSt 
expresses to the govettiors of Samen, Damot, and 
Begemder, and cominanded them to march their 
troops against the usurper. Accordingly, they 
surrounded Melea Christos, before he was awaro 
of their intention, and forced him to a battle^ in 
which he was defeated, and lost both his army 
and his life. 

Soon after this, Claudius, governor of Begem* 
der, and brother of Basiiides, revolted and join^ 
the rebels ; and it was known that he intended the 
death of the king. But, being surprised and ta- 
ken prisoner, he was brought to the monarch, whoi» 
thoi^h he was aware of the ingratitude, treason^ 
and intended fratricide of his brother^ could not; 
be prevailed on to order his execution, but, like a 
wise and merciful prince, considering the ancient 
usages of the empire, and what an abundance of 
blood might be saved by exiling the descendants 
of the royal family, banished Claudius to the 
mountain of Wechne. 

. Basiiides was taken ill of a disease, whichi 
from the beginning, he considered as mortal, 
and, therefoi'e, sent for his eldest son Hannes^ 
who was now of age to govern, bequeathed to 
him bis kingdom, and recommended a continu- 
ance of the ancient religion. He died soon after» 
in great peace and composure of mind* If we 
except his father Socinios, Basiiides was unques* 
tionably the greatest monarch that ever sate on 
the Abyssinian throne* He was calm, dispsls«- 
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^cmatCy and courteous* In the very difficult part 
tie acted between his father and the nation, the 
necessities of the times had taught him a reserve^ 
'which, if not natural, was at least political and 
Ireful. He was a brave soldier and an able ge* 
neral i and, though fierce and violent in battle, 
he vras extremely averse to shed bl<x>d. 

HaiHies the first succeeded to his king- ^ f^ 
dom m peace, and had the address to i665. 
maintain it in tranquillity during his 
reign. He was not naturally averse to war; 
but no insurgent, or competitor, disturbed hi^ 
government. Hannes was a bigoted prince : he 
commanded the Mahometans to eat no other 
fiesh, than what had been killed by Christians ; 
and having collected the Catholick books, which 
the Jesuits had translated into the Ethiopick Ian* 
guage, burned them. Much of his time and at- 
tention were employed in regulating and enforc- 
ing the doctrines and discipline of the church* 
A convocation of the clergy was held, and se- 
veral debates ensued, in which the king assisted, 
and was content with holding the balance, with- 
out dorlaring for either party. From the scanty 
memorials of his reign, we might be led to sup* 
pose that he was a weak and inactive prince ; 
but, perhaps, if the circumstances of the times 
w«re fully developed and laid open, he might 
aj^ar the reverse. 

On the death of Hannes, Yasous the ^ ^ 
first, his son, succeeded him in the king- 168O.' 
dom, with the approbation and satisfac- 
tion of all the people. This prince had twice 
secretly retired from the palace, during the life 
of his father, which was considered as a proof 
of his desire and impatience of governing. Soon 
3C3 
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after his accession to the throne^ Yasous, attend^ 
ed bj the nobility and grandees of his empinef 
undertook a journey to the mountain of Wechn^ 
and commanded all the ptinces of the n>yal &- 
mily) who had been banished, and were . there 
confined, to be brought before him. During 4he 
reign of Hannes, these forlorn exiles were wholly 
iinnoticed and forgotten* The oblivion, howe^ery 
to which these unhappy prisonei^ were cons^a* 
ed, proved their greatest interest and advanti^e : 
for punishment generally followed inquiries aJ&er 
particular princes ; and the me^i^es, or visit% 
at the instance of the king, were commonly the 
forerunners of the loss of life, or of the amputa- 
tion of limbs. 

I The sight of so many noble relations, some 
advanced in years, others in the flower of their 
youth, and a few but yet in their childhood, 
who were all in mean attire, and almost naked^ 
made such an impression on the tender and ge* 
nerous mind of Yasous, that he burst into tears* 
Nor was his behaviour to them less proper and 
engaging. To the aged he pidd due reverence 
and respect: those in the flower of jrouth, he 
treated with a kind and friendly £uniliarity ; and 
on the children he bestowed caresses and a>m< 
mendations. He plentifully provided them with 
apparel and eveiy necessary ; and having feasted 
them with great profusicm during the space of a 
month, he embraced them, promised them his 
constat protection and regard, and lef^ the 
royal family at liberty at the foot of the moun- 
tain. 

This last mark of confidence and respect, , 
more than all the rest, impressed the priaces 
wkh a lively sense of the tendemesipf the m(V 
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nvcht and, considei^ing evety moment of delay 
m treasonable and ungrateful to their munificent} 
iU>mi>assioDate» and magnanimous benefactor^ 
voluntarily hurried to their melancholy prison* 
The whole niountain resounded with prayers for 
the long life and prosperity of the king, and that 
the crown might for ever be enjoyed by the lineal 
descendants of his family* 
. Yasous had various rencounters with the A« 
gows, Gallas, ^nd the insurgents of his kingdom. 
Two days previously to the time of taking the 
field) a comet made its appearance, which great- 
ly alarmed and terrified the people, some of 
whcnn prophesied, that it portended a scene of 
carnage and bfoodshed more terrible and exten- 
sive than was to be found in the annals of Ethio- 
pia^ and that the death of the king would follow* 
Yasous was, therefore, importuned by several 
learned men to delay his departure for some 
days; but he only answered such requests by 
irony and derision. ^' Pshaw ! pshaw !" said he, 
." you are not in the right. We must act with 
fairness ai)d impartiality, and use the comet well ; 
jbr, if it should not a|^ar again, idle people and 
dd women* will have nothing with which to 
amuse themselves." Whilst the king was busi- 
ed in directing the affairs of his kingdom with 
^reat wisdom and success, both in church and 
state, a matter was in agitation, at a distance from 
his dominions, which threatened to involve them 
in disorder and confusion. 

It was now the most brilliant period of the ago 
of Louis the fourteenth, when the Jesuits, zeal-i 
ous for the hcmour of that monarch, their great 
protector, and desiix)us of wiping oEf the stain 
their order hadqonUacted by the mission of the 
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patriarch Mendez, and his associates, requested 
that proper persons should be sent into AbyssU 
Bia, in conjunction with them, who should ^« 
deavoor to induce the king of that country to 
send an embassf into France ; and, on the ma- 
nagement of this political affair, they founded 
their hopes of replacing themselves in the situa* 
tion they formerly enjoyed, and of again direct- 
ing measures for the conversion of that empire* 
The French king undertook the protection of 
this mission, with all the readiness the Jesuits 
desired; but the pope, who considered their 
haughtiness, implacability, and imprudence, as 
the loss of Abyssinia, appointed the superior of 
the Franciscans his legate to the Abyssinian 
court. The second attempt, however, of con* 
verting Abyssinia by an embassy, which is said 
to have cost a considerable expense, was termi- 
nated by the death of the unfortunate M. du 
Rouie, who is said to have been murdered at 
Sinnar, through the instigations of the re- 
formed Franciscans, and their brethren, in the 
Holy Land« 

Yasous had a mistress whom he tenderiy 
loved, and whose death he so much deplored, 
that his queen persuaded her son, Tecla Haima* 
nout, that the king intended to deprive him of 
the crown, and to place David) the son of Ozoro 
Kedust^, his mistress, on the throne of Abyssi* 
nia. Fired with resentment, the young prince, 
who had shown* early signs of wisidom, and ta- 
lents for governing, collected a numerous army, 
in which he was assisted by the queen, his mo* 
ther. A messi^e was then sent to the king, 
^ that after so long a reign, and so much blood- 
•hed, it would be proper that Yasous should re* 
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tife to some convent, during the remainder of. 
his life^ Inhere he might atone for the sins he had 
committed, and that he should resign his crown 
to his son Tecla Haimanout." To this message 
the lung, who was then at the island in the lake 
Tzana, replied, " that he had been long inform- 
ed iMrho were the persons that had seduced his 
son from his duty to his father, and his allegiance 
to his sovereign ; and that he proposed to meet 
them immediately at Gondar, and there settle 
Tecla Haimanout's coronation.*' 

This ironical answer was sufficiently under- 
stood) and Yasous prepared to march (o Gondar ; 
but being attacked by a putrid fever, he was un- 
der the necessity of returning. The queen, there- 
fore, immediately dispatched a body of soldiers^ 
.who entering the island by surprise, shot and dis- 
abled the monarch, while sitting on a couch, and 
afterwards thrust him through the body with a 
sword* The people mourned the death of their 
king, designated him by the surname of Greatj 
and performed over him all the rites^ of sepulture* 
'The. character of Yasous, as given by Poncet, is^ 
that he was a man very fond of war, but averse 
to the shedding of blood ; which, says Mr. Bruce^ 
was litersdly true in sparing his own subjects. 
- No sooner had Tecla Hatmanout the ^ j), 
first ascended the throne of Abyssinia, 1704,' 
than he was informed of the melancholy 
fete of the French ambassador at Senn^ : where- 
upon, he gave immediate orders for assembling 
bis troops, and declared, that he considered the 
death of M. du Roule as an affront that affect- 
ed his crown and dignity, and which he was de- 
termined to revenge. This step, which justice 
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dictated, was very advantageous to the king ; 
haring, soon after, a rival and rebel prince to con-^ 
tend with, hb arnif was ready for any purpoa^^ 
and defeated the designs of his adversary. This 
monarch was murdered by some conspirator»9 
who feared that his mother and her bfothertt 
would aig^ross all power and favour. 

The murderers intended to place an intet idng^ 
M the throne, who was the son of Tecia Haima* 
nout ; but those who had not participated 
irrS' ^^ *^ assassination, proclaimed TiGfis, or 
1705. Theophilus, the brother of Yasous. This 
prince arrested the queen and her two brothers, 
who had put Yasous the Great to death. The 
queen was hanged on a tree, after which her two 
brothers were thrust through the bodies with 
swords. Those also who had conspired against 
the late lung, suffered the same fate. After fight« 
ing and conquering the Gallas and some insur* 
gents, who had appeared in his dominions, he re- 
lumed to Gondar, amidst the acclamations of hk 
soldiers and subjects ; but he had scarcely enter- 
ed the capita], when he was taken ill of a fever, of 
which he died. 

It was feared by the people, if they brought a 
king from the mountain, that he woiAd be of tht 
same family as the last, and, as such, also in- 
terested in punishing the murderers of his fath^ 
and of his brother. In this conjuncture, and 
disposition of the people, Oustas,* the 
^70Q son of Delba Yasous, and a subject, of- 
17U9. £gj^^ himself as king, and was elected ; 
and Abyssmia now saw, for the second time, a 
stranger seated on the throne of S(^omon« H« 

* This name signifies Justus^ or just. 
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^ a man of iiodisputed merit, and had filled the 
iM^hest ofiices in the state* He possessed every 
^ll^Jification both of body and mind requisite for 
fk ling ; but the constitution of his country ren« 
^ktred it illegal for him to reign. 

Notwithstanding the misfortune which had be- 
fellen M. du Roule, the French ambassador^ 
m>vae oi the missionaries had courage and address 
efficient for attempting a journey into Abyssinia^ 
and succeeded. Oustas showed them the great* 
^t kindness and attention, as often as possible 
heard them perform mass, and received the com* 
xnunion according to the usage of the church of 
Kome. These meetings of the king and priests 
were well known to the people. Oustas, how- 
ever, fell sick ; which was no sooner told to the 
soldiers, than they proclaimed David, the son of 
Yasous, king of Abyssinia. The newly elected 
monarch sent to interrogate Oustas i*elative to his 
title to the crown, and he was asked who he waS| 
fuid to whom he was indebted for his dignity. — 
To these interrc^tories Oustas, struggling with 
death, replied, " Tell David, my sovereign, that 
I have made myself as much a king, as any one 
can be that is not of the royal family. I am only 
a private man, the son of a subject ; and all I re- 
quest is, that I may be permitted to diex>f sick^ 
ness, without putting me to torment or pain." 
David granted his request, and he died soon after. 
Tradition says, that Oustas was one of the best 
monarchs that ever reigned in Abyssinia. 
, On the accession of David to the throne ^ j^ 
of his ancestors, it was foretold, that his 1714,' 
reign would be lo^ig, prosperous, and 
peaceable; but it proved exactly the reverse* 
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Being a striet adherent to the church of Aie^canf 
dria, he commanded the popish missionaries ^ 
be apprehended^ These unfortunate people were 
accordingly tried before the most prejudieed and 
partial of all tribunals ; and interrogated, whether 
they received the council of Chalcedon as a rule 
of feitJi, and whether they believed that the pope 
lawftilly and regularly presided at that council and 
directed it ? To these questions they answered m 
the afBrmative, and added, that ^his holiness 
was the head of the catholick churchy the suocei^ 
sor of St. Peter, and Christ's vicar upon earth.**^ 
These words were scarcely uttered, when the 
whole assembly commanded them to be stoned ; 
and they were accordingly put to death* 

David called another convocation of the cier^ 
gy, in which was debated the nature of Cbnst. 
A difference of opinion prevailed; the king 
argued that he is perfect €k)d and perfect man, 
and by the union one Christ, whose body^ is 
composed of a precious substance, called Bohery^ 
noc consubstantial with ours, nor derived from 
his mother. The abuha, afid others, contend- 
ed that he is one God, of the Father alone^ 
united to a body perfectly human, and consub* 
stantial with ours. David ordered those to he 
slain M' ho dissented from him in opinion; and, 
soon li'ter, he was poisoned,- and died in extreme 
agony* 

David was succeeded in the kingdom 

^71? by Bacuffa, the son of , Yasous. It hav- 

' ing been predicted to this prince^ that a 

stranger should usurp the govemm^it afler hi^ 

decease, and his family be excluded the throne 

for the space, of thirty years, he privately pm 
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It; ikaHi an ^^^m he considered as likelf to be' 
I^Mly of this usurpation. Many innocent peoj^ 
offered for this secret and unknown crime ;> 
and eleven princes on the mountain of Wechn^ 
kmt their liyes. To detect more certainly this 
fotsre usurper and dedironer of his &mily, he 
ittgned himself aick, imd, at length, caused it 
to be published that he was dead* The joy o€ 
tlie pdE>ple at this news was extreme and uni^- 
venal ; InA in the morning of the day appointed 
far im imerment, Bacuffa appeared in the seat 
df jwstiee* This caused an universal terror and 
caostetfiation, for all had rejmced, and less 
crimes had been podshed with death. The' 
Idng, however, ordered a general pardon and 
amnesty to be proclaimed. 

Bacuffa ^ed s^er a vigorous reign, and aftef 
puttmg ts death the greatest part of the ancient 
DolHiity, who were supposed to have been con-* 
oeivked in the former misfortunes of the empire* 
This ^nruelty and severity have rendered his me- 
Bftory odious and detestable, though it b uni- 
v^KvaDy acknowledged, that he saved his ooimtry 
fiom an aristocratical or democratical fiiction^ 
each of which is unconstitutional and inimical 
to monarchy* 

Yasous the second was only an infant, ^ jj 
when his. father Bacufik died; but was 1729! | 
immediately proclaimed king of the em- 
pile of Abyssinia* The queen, his mother, 
acled as regcnit during his minority ; and though 
d^re were many conspiracies and rebelMons at 
the commencement of his rei^, they were d^ 
Seated and oviaicome by her superior SKStivity and 
address* llie queen was descended GnAa Por-r 
tuguese ancestors^ and vrtis warmly attached to. 

Vol. XIII. 3 D 
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tbc Callidi6k refigtixi. Sereral CkrisdaB% wto 
were artials of distinctum and < merit, hat^^ 
Oome from Smyrna, the kingf who wasnowr ar- 
nved at a atate of manhoodi emp3o3red Jus 
time ia Ualding the most magnificent and cost^< 
edifices, and he was charmed with the nniiti'* 
pBdty tii his wmks and woricmen. He rejoaoed 
Ibt the fadfity vtdi whkhf by. the asastaoee fif ar 
compass aiid a fi&w f strait lines, he andd pfo» 
dnoe the figure of a star eqtudly: exact wkli 
those fbroied bf bis Gmekb. Boontf fiilioweA 
iKmnty, and the best and neaseat idllages were 
bestowed on diese pcofie* He now teaomiceil 
the hunteg-matdies and incmwns agahactbe 
Shangdia and the shepherds of Atbaia, wfaidfe 
before had been his fiiToiirite iammenttnts* 

Thh conduct (^ tiiefcin^, and tbeeKtaac»dBia» 
ly mamier in which he pused his tune, ocosaibii- 
ed his becoming the object of pubikk ceosnrew 
I^squinades were drculated tiiroughouC die 
capitid ; ooe c^ which was entiiled, ^ The ex^ 
pcditions of ToMm the litUs;** which was- ap^. 
plicabie to both his staHire and actioosi .Hiese 
expeditions^ though enumenitedinti large sheet 
of parchment, were confined to the space rf a 
a few miles* The satire contained in these pa»* 
quinades, ptotdked' the enei^ of the lein^, 
who, that he might free himself from the ia^ 
putation of inadivitf • and. want of afiiUtiQ% 
prepared fiNrmioebing Ids troops aguMt Sennan 

This expejdkson was extremelf unfitrtonate'; 
aad SB army of IS^aoe man perished bytiifer 
sword> or were, taken pasaners. TJae kit^* 
Hfywe^er, letuitted to Gondari nmre IflK^a oon^ 
i^etbir than n deiieatod moaatehs the aidiiem 
that: ratamed wna ladcB with .dw spoOa ef 
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^b/cm* Nor from the behaviour and discourse c^ 

^pisous could it be known that aoy mii^ortunc 

P^l liappened to him or his troops. On the coq- 

^ax^ when talking of this expediti<m> he af- 

i^ed greater gaity^ and said, '^ I^t all those 

•who were not pleased with the song of Koscam \ 

^iu% that of SenQar.** From which it was coxi- 

^dered» that he fblt a secret pleasure at th^ 

^^al^Muities, which ^ad befallen his army, who, not 

j^ootent that lie should cultivate and enjoy the 

i^ts of peace, had urged him to undertake |i 

;^iffir.ulr, 4^S^iP*^ ^u^ unneG^ssai:y war. 

, Th^ lung having sent (o coipokand the. a|- 

itendance of Suhul Michael, governor of T'h^t^j 

the latter ^solutely revised, on, yirhich thfcjoo^ 

i^gu^h marched a bodf ^r&rqes^ and coBipfllled 

3uHi to submission.. It ^aa with dfficulty thf 

}m^ could be brought tP promise jthat he would 

.^ot pot h^m to d^atk ; ^and when lie appeami^ 

the good genii^^ qi Yas^ua »ad^ one last but in- 

^IG^tttal effort to save him and his family. No 

sooner did he se^ MLpbs^ on the ground than 

4^ fell into a viniept rage, retracted his promise* 

fL9d commanded him to be instantly pu| to deativ 

/JU the officers, however, of the ^iCourt and 

^¥my inter^edecl ^r h]|% i. and th^ kingt obUg^ 

io comply with their request ob^erv^ << At 

yiAUr intercessi<^ I pai^doa tbe traitor^ bjat I call 

jpu to witness, that I %m clear of fM the blood 

g^ Michael will shed, beibr^ he. agcomplishes 

ihe destruction of his cQiy^ti^^,, which I know i^ 

tias long meditated." 

Vasoas died in th^ twenty-fourth ye^r of his 
M&fffi} ^er a veiy ah^it illn^ Being a you^g 

* Where the magnificent edifices were built. 
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HIM), and of a stfoog coirititu^n, k wai mk^ 
pected that he had been poisoned by the rdatioilr 
of the queen, who were desirous of ahoOi^ 
A. D. ^ii^i^* H^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ prcydaiittM 
1753. ^"IT* Marian Balrea, the governor itf 
Begemder, having defeided the army ci 
the monarch in an engagement, Michael, ^e 
Mvemor of Tigr^, had the office of ras oon^ 
^rred on him, and was invested with snprem^^ 
power, both civil and mHitary. Ras Mkhaef, 
therefore, marched inhnedtately against the go- 
vernor of Begemder, whose army being de- 
feated, he was made {irisoner, and afterwards 
pot to death at the instigation of the Gallas. 
The conduct of Joas, in allowing thilt noble^ 
man to suffer, was Inn^y censured by Michaeli 
who obsenred, ** I am deceived if die day ia 
not at hand, when he (the king) shall curse tfit 
moment in which the Gallas crossed the Nile^ 
and look in vain for such a man as Ifortan 
Barea." This seems to have been spoken, from 
considering the designs whidi he himself was 
then ready to put in execution* 

An accident of the most trifling nature oc« 
casioned an open breach between the ling uid 
the ras, which was never afterwards healed* 
During the march of the anAy, the weather was 
extremely hot, and Michael, being rather in« 
disposed, covered his eyes with a white cloth or 
handkerchief thrown oTer his head. This l^eihg 
fold to Joas, who was in the centre of the troops, 
he ^nt to inquire of Uie ras, why he presumed 
to cover himself in the king's presence I The 
handkerchief was immediately taken off, but 
the affront would^not admit of atonemeqt* The 
house in which the ras resided was not &r 
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iigrnut from tfict p«lyc, fmm » lijpitaw of whkH 

slMicliiifil could be distinctly sten vfae» he jwt i|i 

wAsiKieiit* One days af«cr tmwtof the eeivlaitt 

fcM left hiaiy A shot was fijred into the itmn froqi 

tl&w^ irriodow of the .palaee^ whicb» thovgh k 

inissed Micbaelt wounded a dwarf that waft 

fiianins the fiiea off his faioei Who imnmBaleljr 

&il .and expired at the feet of his maatec Thia 

vas ooasidefed as the ciMntaenoMieftt of ho(^ 

t^LUtlea; fort though no4>oe iuiew by. whom this 

^bot..iras£rad9. it was sufficiency endenft that ii 

miat have been done with the haowledge of tho 

. Mifihad was soon aftercomimuMM lo vetiim 

to Jhia pcoviBce of Tigr^t on (lain of incurriflf 

tiho dil^aaure of the hkk^ To tins, however 

^ paid noxegardf but proceeded with his annf 

agiunst thogovemor of Damoti who had been 

declared a rebet» on aocouat of his not suhp 

mUtini^ himself to the jurisdictiofi of the raa» 

A byittle was occordiogly fonght, in which Mir 

«bael.waa victorions; and some of the king's 

horsemen being taken prisoners in the eikgage- 

nMnt l^ tlie raB» they confessed that Jotts had 

a^t them; and that Michael had been fired a| 

l^khis order, when tht dwarf was kitted^ Thia 

oonfesaion was no sooner made^ than the ras vp^' 

j)ointed persons to go lo the pakoe and muvdiir 

the king, which was iqunecUately effected* 

Hannes the second, brother of Baci»ffa» whose 
haad had been <mt off in order to deprive hioi 
^ the throne, was brought from the j^^ j^ - 
BBOuntain Weehn^, and pcoclaimed king 1749^; 
of Abyssinia. Some of the people ob- 
ject^ to his election, on account of that dis« 
^jualificaboni lo which Michsid leplied^ ^ What 
2D2 ^ 
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bfts the king to do witii h» bsttdiiAie ftm 
afirmid that he shall not be able to saddle hm 
mule> or load his baggage ? Never fear-tbac.; 
when he labours under a difficulty of tl»t mu 
lure, he need only send for me, and I will help 

Hannes was above seventy years of age, had 
a feeble body, and having had no conversatkm 
but with monks 9md priests, his mind was e(|uiAy 
debilitated. He could not be persuaded to take 
my share in the government $ but spent ^s 
whole tkne in prayers and psafans. He maimd 
the grand-daughter of Michael, who, faowevor, 
was merely a wife and a qiieen in name and 
idea. Love uid fl&abition were temptations to 
iHbich the king was an enUre stranger, uid could 
not animate him to take the fidd. The ras 
tried every possible method of overcoming his 
reluctance, and exfiellliig his fears. ' All was m 
vain : Hannes vrej^ hid himself, Umied monk, 
and requested to foe sent back to Wecfan^, but 
aboslutely refused to march with the aro^* 
Michael, who knew the danger of leaving a 
king behind him, whilst he took the field in pel«- 
son, and finding Hannes stitt inexorable, ordered 
him to be poisoned ; and by this means, in less 
than six months, the ras became the deliberiMe 
miuderer of two monarcfas. 
j^ jy Tecla Haimanout the second, suo- 
1769! ceeded his fiither Hannes in the kingdom. , 
He was a prince of a gracefiil figure, and 
the most polite manners ; and his understanding 
and prudence far exceeded his years* His 

• What occasioned the ridicule in this speech was, that 
ras Michael was not only older thsn thC kiftgi but so tome 
that he ^otild not f tancf^ 
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tMjiper was Mod to be naturaHf inrarm and 
paasiaiiale) bat he had so much subdued it, that 
an flistance of it scarcely ever appeared. He 
jKadUy e^red into the views of the ras, and 
wm as forward to march against FasU, the late 
governor of Damot, as his fether had been 
averse to that measure* Mat^ of the GaUasi 
whom Fasil commanded, having seen the 
ctestmction which bullets had made amongst 
.aheir countrymen in a former engagement, be* 
came extremely afraid of them. It happened 
that>. pursuing the troops of Mkhaei across « 
brodc, one of their principal mea was killed by 
a. shot} and fell dead among his hwse's feet. 
This was no sooner perceived, than the con- 
ftsion and flight of the GaHas immediately 
followed, and Michael gained a great victory, 
with the loss of a very inconsiderable number 
«f -men* Woodsheka, an officer of Fasil, was 
taken prisoner, andv being brought to the rasi he 
was onkred to be flayed alive, and his skin to 
be. stuffed with straw. 

Fasil afterwards suffered several defei^, and 
it was e^qiected that he would soon have been 
compdled to surrender himself and his troops 
pvisoners to Michael. Gusho and Powussen 
having taken the command of a considerable 
body of forces, swore to the ras that they > would 
never return without the head of Fasil, but de- 
camped the next morning with very different 
jUioughts and intentions. They entered into a 
conspiracy i^nst Michael, which they had f<»* 
.aome time meditated ^ lyid resolved to make 
peace with Fasil, and contract a solemn league, 
that they should have but one cause, one council, 
and one interest, till they had deprived the ras 
of his life and dignity. After yarious turns of 
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fiirtunei Micfaid WMf at lea^, oblig^ to 
tefoge in Goodar) which was besieged by th^ 
enemy and taken* ^The king, who had stiil ae* 
compamed the raS) continued to take a nomiiud 
•hare in ^ goveniQie&ty no |M^y being dis- 
contented with him ; on the contrary, eacb of 
the rebel chie& waited an him ^^apmuiyii ^n4 
acknowledged .him as his aovereign. - ^ 

Th^ unfortunate Michael wa». intearogaled 
very aevereiy reapee|iog4he cmeUjr and tnta^ev^' 
oC his former conduct; and was sooa aftctf 
carried priaoner to Bagnnder. He was themo^ 
abJe and ex#erienoed .general that ever appeanedl; 
in Abyssinia. We subjoin the character of. this, 
wonderful man, as given bf Mr. Bnioe, wi)a» 
was an eye witness of many of the traosacttonfl* 
which hapfi^ed in that country during thia 
period. ^ The old man was sitting on a 8of% 
with his white hair pressed in short curls. .£b. 
appealed to be thoughtful, but not displeased'^ 
his fikce was lean, his eyes qinck and rivid, but 
sore from the exposure of the weather. He 
seemed to be about sex &et in height^ tbough 
his lameness rendered it difficult to guess with 
any degree of accuracy or piescisian. Hie air - 
was perfectly free from constraint, and what the.^ 
French call degagSe, His capacity and under* 
standing appeared in his oounlenance. He spoke 
little ; but every look conveyed a sentiment, and 
he had no occasion for any ^xthnr language*." 

Since the period of Mr. Bruce's travels, no 
European has favoured -us with any important 
information respecting Abyssinia,, and on that 
account our history of this country m^ust dose . 
with the memoirs he has recorded* 

^ Tiavds to discover th9 Source of th^ 2(aI«« 
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CHAP. ir. 

Xuig<doimadf{ieent to Mymnm. 

BEFORE we commence the description and 
histoiy of these parts, it may not be im- 
proper or unnecessary to observe, that sererat 
Idagdoms on the confines of Abyssinia, along 
tke coasts of the Red Sea, are placed on our 
Bsaps, hut concerning which geographers have 
tttid us Httle or nothing besides their names 
aad velottve situatiob. When these people are 
embarrassed with any vacancy) occasioned by 
the errors or negUgence of travellers, they fill 
v^ the void with provinces of their own creation, 
which they erect irfto states and kingdems. 
They raise mountains, plant forests, dig out 
beds for^ivers, scatter huts or tents through the 
ptidn, and people the cities and country with in- 
babitanls. After them comes the historian, who 
informs us of the manners, customs, and re* 
ligion of those nations ; but who also adds, and 
adds with truth, that Uiese thmgs are very little 
known* 

SECTION I. 

BaH md DancaS. 

THE small kingdom of Bali was formerly 
subject and tributary to Abyssinia, but has since 
Te>vdted and maintained its independence* It 
was here that Nur, king of 2^ila, attacked and' 
debated Claudius, the Abyssinian monarchi who 
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was thereby deprived of his crown md, his ttfeb 
In Bali are neither (owns nor cities, and oolf m 
few villages scatteAd ^hroogh an extensive and 
uncultivated territory, which is inhabited by thm 
crael and barbarous GsHas, of whom^ose that 
live in the vtdnity of the sea have embraced 
Mahometanmif and sidiiist more by trade ihaat 
plunder. The prinae of this kingdom m rick 
and powerfuU and oUiges the bashaw of 8uakem» 
which lies ^opposite to his dominiaQs, to aUow* 
him one half -of 4he customs of that iidaad; 
Bali itounds with gold and «^j% The. fiver 
Uawash ctossing these terntorieSf cantinues it$ 
course eastward, and loses itsdf in tfae^ sam^ 
deserts of Adel. 

The kingdom of Oancali is bounded «fi the 
east by Adel and the myrrh country, and on the 
Bordk l^ the Red Sea. It is a low and sttidy dia« 
triot, of small extent, «nd neither well ciilti* 
crated nor inhabited* The king Is a Mahometan, 
but always in strict altiance and frte^dship wkh 
the Ali^ssiniiai monardi, to whom he is tribotafyw' 
The iohabitants are black. It has no port, ex- 
oeptit^ the Bay of Biluf, which is m latittote^ 
13 degrees 3 minutes. When the IncKim trade 
ikMirished, the revenue of the king of Daneids 
principally arose from furnishing camels for 
transp(H*dng merchandi2e to the several parts of 
Africa. Their commerce is now confined to the 
carriage of bricks of solid or fessil salt, wluck 
is dug from pits in their own country, and passes 
in Abyssinia instead of stiver eurranoy. Aler 
carrying them from the sea^coast through the drf 
and burning deserts, at the risk of being muedned 
by the Gallas, they d^ver them at the nearest 
maii^ in tb^ hifi^ ta&ds^ for a wadocate aiid CQ»» 
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There aretailjr two small riiFeni of 
frdd^waterin die uliote kingdom ; and these are 
aoi vtsiUe atore gromid in t&e hot and dry sea* 
•0Q8. During tiie periodica] rains, they are much 
avcdlen bf the water whieh Mis down the sides 
of the anountains and die hig^ lands of Abfs* 
amia, and then run witii a cument into the sea. 
The water of tin weHs is brackish and un^HioIe* 
and never used exo^ in absoh^ ne« 
lity ; and sometimes they are obKged to 
kam. the country, w c^est ofwattf for them- 
Wik9»% and paAuve for dieir miserable goats and 
abeep* The inhabitants are idle and in^gent^ 
apd <KstaiatM of all fiuropeaas, but espodallf 
of the Portuguese* 

SECTION IL 

THIS country is bounded on the north by 
Aie gQ}t>h of Bi^mand^ ^ on tf^ east by the 
JMimi ocean ; on the south by Zanguebar ; and 
on the west by Abyssinia and regions unknown : 
it intends from the 13th degree of nor^ latitude 
to the e<)uatorw The situation sufficient indi-* 
cateB that the climate is excessively hot ; and in 
asany places the country is a barren and sandy 
desert, especially on the east, where it pro- 
tfoces nei^ercom nor fhiits, and onl^ ^M ani- 
Aals; But in the northern pievts the soil is fertile, 
and the people are numerous and commercial. 
Along this part of the coast, the inhabitants are 
mos^ white, with long black hair, but assume 
» nioi«e tawny appearance towards the south. 
IHm Bedoate Ante eonsfiKtte ^ most mmiierots 
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bedf otm&itik; but thece ftrefMiiy ftegroor %%• 
Uve MMl^inteniianry with Jtkemt and are reetoml 
fd a Teiy brave aiui warHke nee. These laudr 
cany oa a cooaidenible traffick with the formae^ 
which CQMiftts of gold) davesy hones, and ivoiTv 
that tJbey bring from Abfasimai whither di^re* 
pair for the sahe of pluader^ 
•. Qelng Mahometana or fiedouinsy tbef - are nd^ 
less Jiostile to £tifopeans than to- die Ahyi^ 
8imans, and carefidly^ guard the entrance wm 
that country^ lest fenignen should be called at 
to defiand that 40i4>iie Aon thehr incurskms^taml 
depredations. .* : 

This tcact is divided into scfveml extensive 
lungdoms; the most considerable eiyMdtk^an 
Adel> Mi^adoxS) and Brava* 

SECTION lU- 

Mel. 

THE Ungdom of A4el is bounded on th^ 
north by the straits of BabehnanddJ, lu giseatest 
extent from east to wefst is supposed to .be OQa 
hundred and sixty leagues; ind its least from 
north to south about seventy* It cojatains se-. 
veral cideS) the principal of which are ZeMa and 
Barbora. The most considerable place on the 
eastern coast is Asiun^ which abounds with pitv* 
visions and other reljreshments for n^arinerS} but 
has no haven. Cape Gqardafui is supposed to 
be the Aromata of Ptoleix^i and Ues oj^ositetQ 
the island of Zocotnu . 

Zeila is situated in a spacious bay to ^e soutli* 
east of the mouth of tbe straits of Babelnian4el» 
ia 11 ^degrees 10 minu^s of pprt)x.^tu«k;i s^A 
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4 §4iogf d sm 35 ^iiHtteft of eastern Icnigift^ from 
L^nioQ. It is supposed to be -the Avarita of 
Ftohmfj and retains something of its ancient 
^fnodeur* It is a regular and populous place^ 
and GEUfaries on a lucrative trade, the kaven being 
spacious and commodious.. The merchandizei 
which is carried into the Ai^sinian empire, and 
also that which is consumed in the kingdom of 
Adel, passes through this town, the revenues of 
wktch are cons^erable. The soil in the neigh* 
houflMXMi of Zeila is sandf and barren, and all the 
feefth water it fetched from a distance of two 
miles. 

- Bttbora stands at the bottom of a bay, on an 
island of the same name ; and has always been 
the commercial rival of Zeik, and is much fre* 
quented by merchants. This place was'plunder* 
cd and tmrnt by the Portuguese fleet, who expect- 
ed to find considerable spoil, but were disappoint- 
ed* The island is fertile, and produces plenty of . 
com, fruits, and cattle, a great part of which is 
fftpc^ted into other countries. 
. The principial trade of Adel consists of gold- 
iost, elephants' teeth, frankincense, and negroes ; 
whieb being carried to the port of Zeila, are bar- 
tered for colton-cloth, silk, linen, and various per- 
ac^al decorations. 

The Adelites are stout and warlike, and fight 
with wonderful intrepidity against the Abyssi- 
ikians, v^ well on account of their religion, as in 
ftopes of plunder ; the former being all Mahome- 
tans, and the latter infinitely their inferiors in va- 
lour and discipline $ and for several centuries the 
Abyssinian monarchs had no other enemies so 
powerfol and inveterate. That which most i^rm- 
id and'tertffied the Adefite princes and their al- 

Vol. XIII. 3 E 
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ties, imt'the ii^fmiftsioii if 11 TTiJIiftiBiil 
islitirek l# tte 8«e oi Rmbc, whkh they f^^ia^ 
woiild «i%lige oil Eordpetoi perwtirs to lattetnpe ti^ 
Mjteraion of Mahomettofsm and heathenish iM^ 
ptit^^fiMth MHl the Toducdon «f liiek* 4kiiiibiibiift 
tmder the EtMo^k yeke# Measures wefis^ 
(herelbte token 86 efilMztuaHy, diatif the alft^iiC^ 
bctween.dke AbytaiiHas menareli and- the EntiA 
Jkeaii pewem had c^ntititiedy and ttiear last hsiA 
tait a^ gfeab reinfM^ceanent ef mAi and artAdy tinqpF 
vouM have fattttd h ififfilmk to iand eh afif ^iM 
of the coast, and wh^ im^mic^cSBlile to penettaiti^ 
into the empire of Al^ssinta. • ' 

This kihgdhm was founded bf one «f the 
princes'of the imperiid family of Abyssinia, whf% 
having^ escaped fi'Md the rocky fyrison iti niddl 
^ese unfartimate persbns were conined)^ took 
refuge in the proving of Adel, and bbsought 
(he protettlon of the king of Z^a, who, on l^ 
l;onversion to Mahometanisnf, gate him his 
daughter in marrhige^ After the daith of iigi 
&ther-in-law, he united both nito one kingd»mi 
Being an a|)oslate, and persecuted, be hadi two 
motives fbr entertaining a mortal hatred to' Mb 
former countrymen ; and his hatred transmitted 
to his descendants, is the tinor^ fermidable as itii 
advantageous to them. 

Wd have fdreadf liad occ^ion to m^Mlion^oifne 
6f the actions of the Idngs of AdeU Granh% 
one of the princesof tiiis kingdom, #ha hih^rited 
the most irreconcilaMe aversion towards A 
Chti8tians> and eiipeciaH^ towards the Portn«> 
guese, was the most formidable enemy they had 
to encotinter, after lan^g in these partSi Bek^g^ 
^f^^naedof^the i^proaeh cf ihetr §eet, he mad« 
the necessary preparatbnt Ibr attacyng then #i 
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filHF bavkig left the flefti and gabled Ibe shorn 
m a. boat, laocied tQ a creak aear die port of 
SSr^illb where ibey waie vcadf to perish with h^ 
Vi4 dn^ht. One of che kioic's conwuandecs 
yramised, that if thejr wouid deBiirer up their 
yrmfb he wooW supply them with mlusk aod 
fpp^iy 4^ier necessarf « Their cend^n being 
^^!^9pQrmf they iiesilated not to accept the pvp* 
Ifoaal; whiebthegr had DO jKXNierdone) than they 
Hene immediately put to death. 

A Tha Poiiiii^aese cnesimmdtr Qi4ered his sol* 
mm fto go OP boaid^ setae light vessels which 
Monged ^ the leett with all possible secrecy 
«ad c|isp«ik:h> aod at liie head of six handred 
•rfoed Hse'o iPsat on shofa» during the night, and 
feiaed tb«. ai^Mues by which the enemy might 
madf^VONr lo >mahe their .escape* The baharn* 
4gaah * mucbed directly agsunst the FoAuguesoi 
by whom he was shot ; aivi a number of Turks 
If ho came to bis assistance were immediately cut 
io pieces* The discomfited king no sooner reoo- 
te^ fioom his pa^iick, than he collected all his 
«wa foices, »od tbofc pf bia allies, and resohred 
|» Struct tb^ passage of the Pottuguese army 
ibfQUgb his dominions. But whilst these pre- 
farations were making 4o impeda the progress <^ 
Uie eaomy, they had. reached the bonters of 
J^mwLf and were met by the queen, whp 
pAipe Io escort and accompany them on their 
piarch« Graahat however, sent to inform them, 
thsii Iteterriuiry through which they had passed 

* * " That country round by Cape Guardafui, and south 
tewaiids Sofala, along the Indian ocean, was long ^ 
9cmed by an offieer dUIed biharnaJB;ash, 'wblch tmpliei 
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Moogtd to Infill ^at, iiihey irooMeoin«6ttl» 
cidMt in his serfice, tbef should be received tfa 
friends and sUiiB ; buV if they ralused his 0%f^ 
he commanded them immediately to depai^KiiB 
domkiiofiay otherwise they would be tonsfdered 
«a invaders, and put ta d^ith* 
. This haughty mcasage provoked an answer &t 
<^ie Portuguese obmmander, which expt^e^&ed & 
cfontempt of the>king of Adel, and a dtrisi6n df 
his offm and threats. An engagement there* 
fiire ensued, in whtih' bo^ sides fought ^^ 
great bravery, and bolh' generic were wounded* 
Tlua incident proved ^oaraMe to the P6MF- 
gneae, whom the Moori^ army* giready out- 
IMiiBberad> and had surrounded on aH stde^. The 
M of th^r g^ianl, md die neces^ty 6f his re- 
tin^g to a neighboiiring hill, where his' wonnd 
Ought.be dressed, (MacoDcoted die Addites A 
m^Ji, that they faced about, and retreated t6 
their commander. ^ ^ 

. Granha was no sooner rc<iovered of his veoun^ 
than he marched to attRk the Pofrtugiitfto ymA 
ihje flower of hb h<»rse and feot, which avnoniit^ 
10 twice their former number. Th^ onset wtat 
fijtriousand dreadfitd on both sides; but'th^ fiM 
^.the enemy's mtilkty did such executionr that 
ibe Moorish troops began to retire i and th^ 
{^r^iguese halving strewed the ground w^ i 
quantity jof .f^npowder, they were greatly ztA 
noyed in their retreat.- A great number of th^ 
<j^4<H>rii»d their kgs and feet terribly scorched 
..(gvd^btinit ; and being wholly ignora^ of th<^ 
^Muse, they ascribed this dire effect to the agency 
,of^ some infernal power, which contiibuted to. 
coia^plete their confusion and rum. The field xk 
^tlo was coveled^ with the dead and ihe dying> 
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jy4,,jiikf gtfar b^ ^ Mflorisbhom tod tm 
iMflr. ^^ » ^ GrfMihs^ r^tn^iit^ to « oeigii- 
jjpppi^ hUi^ aod 1^ tbe .finemy Mce bmnw in 
ymety^tfi of,vic$Qry> 

j. , Xxpmha bavtn^^ lo^ « &p^9t mimber of maa 
'md horses ia this d^feati i|)pHcd to the graad 
iAei|(iK»r % a i^ei¥(fi»vc«iQ«^ of tetl^ and| tbo 
^ooi^ .e&aually to iK^coaipliflh hi* fut|iose» ho 
^y^t.^ cOQside)^^ quantity oKgOld io thci Porto, 
M4rto ^2^Hi i43^ b^fJmWf whoribeo:£Qni«iandfld 
1^ Jbo oeighU^uriog go¥omiiM:B(t. In ihe tmmk 
jasffi^ ho l;ea^^pe4 oo the hiUi ivith ibo broken 
jPf4P(u4ns of bis^jurmyi whilst Iho Povtii^;iioio^ U 
j^rdef to 4.vcH^ a «trpiaift» -^wod wkh mk|i 
j^ii^^culyr tho si»aimlt of a bigli aniiw^ Dumit 

No sooner had the king rf Adei recotved tlitt 
^r^^fivncementa QBom ^Md> which eonii^ed of 
^ hundi^ Ti»rks,.iwo hundred honemieoi) and 
ten pieces of cannon, than he retol>od to euuk 
fim eaipp(iy> iat|senffh0Knts; whili^ on tho otfier 
)i^, a propiosal wa« QMde ia a Boopcit of tho 
|Wt)giguese troo|Wt.and«4>|^C!OV<td by much tht 
£i]^ter majority, to surprifie tho Moorkh cam^ 
^pmng the nighty as the only eacpedtent Mt fi»r 
Raping out t^ tbeb t^nttoncs. The Porui^ 

rsse commsuider) how^^veri would not accede 
the proposal, and. this refusal occasloood tho 
1^1 defeal: id his troopsy and the loss of his 
f|wn life. 

' The Ahyssiniaa monarch hsflrtag sooa after 
jpined the few Portugiiese ihat escaped, was ro^ 
$plvt;d to attempt the recovery of some of ths 
provincea which h^ been conquered by Gr^udia^ 
^he king of Ad^ on his part, made eve^ piwr 
M and neo^ss^y preparatioa ftr a vig/mm 
2E2 ^ 
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oppoisitiQiit and was encamped <n a spacioal^ 
pbun, with a high and ateep moinktaiof betire^ir 
jiini and the ilhsrasinsaii army. He did not; 
however) guard the passes^ hut confided inm 
atratagem, which he aatpeded woold^ave ac^ 
•ompliahed the utlerruin of theenemf* The 
Portuguese and Abyssinians having with* much 
^flBcQlty gained the suiamit of the mduntatn^ 
perceived it abandoned with prectpitatian bf 
the inhi^tanta) who had left a quantity of wine 
and fm^visionsv which they found to be poisoned: 
The s^tagem was soon detected^ and- the provr-* 
aiopa^ere deatn^ed* During the night they en^ 
^insped on the suminit, and the next d«i[y had a 
fidi view of- the Itooriah army^ which advanced 
to the foot of tiie mountain^ and insulted' them 
vdth curses and menaces. 

These threats intimidated die young prince 
and his unwarKke followers, who would gladly 
have avoided an engagement, had" they not b^eii 
obliged to follow the Portuguese in their de- 
acent, lest they should be deprived of these auxt* 
liaries. Granha perceiving their approach, Bp*> 
peared at the head of his troops, mounted on a 
atately horse, with a Turk on each ade. Th^ 
i^rtuguese, who led the van, suffered him to 
advance sufficiently near, when he wi» inune^ 
diatdy ahot dead, to the terror and surprise of 
his forces-; and the next discharge made sucE 
havock and destruction^ that the whole 'Moorish 
army was thrown into the utmost confusion, and 
quickly abandoned the field of- battle and the 
camp to the victors. After this successful *ac« 
tion, the Abysshiian monarch was easily induced 
to pursue his good fortune, and by the assist**^ 
ance of hia Euixiptan ainfiUiaries) hcreduced oiw 
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i»in^ jdttaoka hud wfested from him. 
.'• Whilst he was thus sucoes8fiill]r«tnp]oyed> ^i 
»eteag6 ira» brought him from the newly elected 
kiag^«f Adel, advising him not to he too much 
^ated with his tictorj^ since he would find hit 
AK^esSor able and ready to rerenge the death of 
the late monarch. This was no sooner made 
Imown to the king of Abyssinia^ than he mareli4 
ed'his' troops with the greatest secreqr and dt^ 
ffatch, and attacking the enemy belbre they es» 
pect^'his approach} a fbrioiis and obstinate en^ 
gagement ensued, in which the Moorish arniy 
was 43efeated and put to fiight^ and the Adelite 
fi«xmn:h lost his life. Of other liinga of Adel^ 
idafioiy has^ recorded nothing worthy c^ notice. ' 

SECTION IV. 

ft.' .' ■ . ' . : 

'* • Mdgadoxa and Bt€tva. • 

^'-THE next consideraUe kingdom in thedi8«> 
tnct of Ajan is Magadoxa» which lies contiguodl 
io Adel, and extends to the coa^ of Zangueban 
The capital of this kingdom obtains the same 
name, and is situated at the head of a large bar^ 
formed by the mouth of a river, which has an 
Imnital inundation similar to that of the Nite^ 
This river fertilises the soil, which produces great 
^antittes of wheat, barley, and a variety of 
fruits ; luid the country abounds with <»en, hov^ 
aes, sheep, and ofhet* animals. 
. The city of Magadoxais a place of great conoi. 
tnerce, being much resorted to frpm the troun^ 
tries of Arabia, fodia, tmd many other parts ; 
fim^ wheocc th&io«r^toat9 ioi])Qit Gotto^^ ajlk^ 
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Daiiveft fimr .gold, iiotTb wisy aad oitee prirtaa^ 
iMBft oC tlieir cittiQtrf* ^ji^ 

Thift JuQi^dofn ift cbi«fiy inikAbitod liy^ Maim^ 
ncUAs, who Mme md^^ettked bef«*cl»riii9 tte 
vdgttaf ihecalipb«« Th^W/«re^h«weT»r»«giiMl 
number of Bedouin Arabs^ ^ho belW!».io ksM 
thcoish superstitioBs* The kivig and bis court 
profess Mabometamsin^.*l!^e\jKab^taiits Yarf 
in their complexioi^s^ Wni white -to deep blftck» 
but they all speak ihe. Atrabick tpague. They are 
stout and warUkey an^ liaidEe use oi poisoned ar* 
90WS and lances* 

. Op theso^i(faeraexliifim|^t>(Jii^sdoicafclte 
republick of Brava, which, for any thmg Vf€ 
know to the contrary* is an ufuque.on Mf^tm 
tinent. It was founded by seven ^ndbim bfD- 
therS) who fied thither ta avoid the tyranny qf 
l«acah« a petty sovereign of Arabia Felix4 and 
is a most delightful ^vd cpavenient situation^ 
being a narrow country, confined on each aide 
by a riveri or rather by two branches of the siimQ 
stream. 

. This republick is of very incopsidersible e^ntt 
and its chief dependence is on its caf^tal, wUc|| 
ifsituated at the moiuh of a rivfr» aboutonp dtr 

Sree to the north of the eqvu^tor. This oii^ i% 
ivgt and popuk>us9 the inhabitant pf vjii^ 
are cluefly j^ierchants,. the d ys c cn da r^ s pf^ th^ 
Arabs, who carry on a lucrative and extensivA 
ixf^ in gold, salver, silk,, cotton, ekpbant)^ 
teeth, drugs, and gums* The houses ape iaigit. 
and elegant, and the place is strong apd well 
fortifiedi and b one of the most celebrated and 
frequented marts on the whole coast* Both t^^ 
«ity and reput)lick ane gQ¥en}M;$l kf tv^e.n^ 
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■, ^aeeted from th« principal &i«dieB of 
(lie.>foiiDders> to whom the dispensatioh of Jus- 
tice and the management of publtck HfTairs are 
mhaSiy oommttted. The natives are -chiefly Ma- 
litaa««ai») but under the protection of the Porta- 
HQcae ^vernment, to wbkh thej paf a smaU an* 
Boai tribute* 



CHAP. VI. 

THIS coast is called Zanguebar) from ait 
Arabick word signifying black; so that it 
Mtiporta the Coast of the JSTtgroes ; the inhabitants 
in 'general haying dark complexions, and their 
faair curled and wodly. It occupies a large ex^ 
HSrit of the eastern fcoast of Africa, reaching 
fi^om the equator to twenty-three degrees of 
south ladtude, and from thirty-four to forty de< 
grees of east longitude from London. It is 
bounded on the north by Ajan, on the east by 
fdSk Indian Ocean, on the south by the country 
M the Hottentots, and on the west by parts un< 
foywti; and is divided into several kingdoms 
ifhd states, whose names are Melinda, Mombasai 
QtiHoa, Mosambique, Sofi>la, Monomotapa, Mo- 
netttugi, ^"dnd Caffraria ; - most of which are tribu 
tt^y-to the Portuguese, though governed by manjr 
Wddt pritices. 

" Thiitratct of country would be^ intolerably hot 
iftid barton, did not the annual rains and refresh* 
tffg^«<^s ftem^th^ sen, witlx**the numerous ri^ 
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fersthat.ilUbeiCWiliU wrwe to cool die ibv^^Ht 
fertilise the aoil. Vtacoide Gmm, a Po rtague— 
•dtmnli firk discovered thecnstof ZuifttebMf^ 
He had bees ei^infeed to the coinmnd of m 
fleet intended to attempt the discoveiy of tib# 
East lodtee, and £dMi^; in with this oeiwIiThi 
was {avourabl/ received by the tomreign off 
Melindsi whose kingdom we shaH flnt coi^ 
ftider. 

MELINDA) according to the moet general 
yeoert^ihical divisions of the e»rth» oommeooel^ 
at the equator, and eateoda^ to tli^ river. QoS* 
ynancii between the third and fourth degreeaef 
south latitude. The coast .for the moat pan ei 
dangerous and diSicult of access, hcjag IvU of 
rocks and shelves, a^d the sea tempeatiaooa H 
certain sesdons of the yeai^ The counorf, how* 
ever, in general, is rich and fertile, and psm 
duces almost every necessary of US^ eacpefil 
wheat and rice, which are imported, from other 
l^arts. It likewise abound with a gneat variety 
of fruit«trees, root^ ^o4 piaotf. The rmlfm 
are ei^ubite } and thi$ dtfOQ-treee ftre in such 
profusion, that their Adorifeims eweeU give « 
perpetual fragrance to the air» There Ja ako 
great plenty of v(^nisoo» gaqie, oxeoi and shesp^ 

The city, of Melinda is pleasantly situated on 
a beautiful plain, surrounded by gardeas.saA 
orchards, fiill of the most deheiooa fniit-trsest ^ 
especially citrons and oranges* The houses ana 
toade of stonei with i}at iml|^. Afeoat of thm 
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H w gt l i iil ^8tHid3P, md iMfi^ trwlf supeH) Ia theft 
cBfttHMl appearance, and <ili of theTn richly fur« 
oMied; the tRtMibitifits befng thidiy pputeoC 
l€J >!» e hmte» #he carrf on a ebfunderable trade iH 
jfidv coplpciv ^cksilver, ivory, anddfugSk The 
gftntea c iaoMivenleiicd attending this cilpHa], i^ 
#ie, dlatan^te' of thd tuvehcyrage, on account ol 
tta^h^TiMi and «hel1^ wlikh render the access 
tiiflirult and dangerous* 

The inhabitants are an assemblage of people 

«f variotls coiAplbklons, foiaik, swarthy, tawny^ 

or white. The women are chiefiy of an oliw 

colodr* Their drefl#^ renn^iuibly elegant and 

pieaaing, and consists of fine silk robes, ^steoed 

Mind' tM^m with rtch gold or sifver girdles $ 

Ihey ha1f« also ^ih wiiich cover their heads^ 

and: gold cottars about tStnGiv necks. The men 

item a lund of tnrban, wrought with silk and 

gold- 1 sotne are covered from the waist down* 

VNukIs wHh stlk and cotton stuift, and have their 

legs and i«et entirely bare* Others wear shorl 

ealteo-cloaks, wkh sworch and daggers hand« 

MMneiy ornamented^ Every one is accotitred 

«i4lh a shield -and weaponS) which consist of a 

How and arrows, scimitar, and javelin ; in th« 

WBt oi ^fMch they are very expert, being esteemed 

Miong the most valiant and intrepid people on 

Ae African coast. The inhabitams of Melinda 

Al^said to be courteous and obliging ; free from 

fivud and dlssimulattoA ; sociable among them^ 

sdtea, and friendly to itrangen. 

• Their religion is variously described by aUf 

lliors, some representing it ai Mahometanismi 

sAd odiels ^ P aga ni s m \ and it appears there 

mt peopte of both persuasions. The Bedouins 

iil a s^^KTst^kNis and ignorflim rafce tit kiblaters i 
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and the negroes are Mahometantt kit rBJt€t 
some parts of the Koran, being a sect not vtn* 
like that of the Sadducees among the Jew^ 
Ever since the arrival of the Portuguese in this 
countiy, there has been a number of RoraAit 
Catholicks, who have erected seventeen churches 
or chapels in the capital; but they content 
themselves, Mrith the free exercise of tkeirreli* 
gion without compelling the natives to become 
proselytes. 

. The government is monarchical^ and the km^ 
h held in such venerat&on and esteem by his 
8ubje(:ts, that whenever he sdrs out of his palace^ 
he is carried with great pomp in a sort of sedan, 
on the shoulders of some of the principal men 
of the kingdom. As he passes through the 
streets, incense and other perfumes are burned 
before him by a number of ladies, who welcome 
him with songs of praise, accompanied widi 
several kinds of musical instruments* When he 
sets out on any particular expedition, and on 
other publick occasions, he appears mounted on 
a stately horse, with a numerous retinue, at« 
tended by a great multitude of his subjects, who 
rend the air with their acclamations. The priests 
and soothsayers then sacrifice a deer, over which 
the king leaps his horse thrice ; which being per* 
formed, they pretend, from the inspection of its 
entrails, to prognosticate the success of the un* 
dertaking or event; and should the monarch 
disregard these predictions, he would run the 
greatest hazard of losing the esteem and respect 
of his subjects : this, however, seldom happens ; 
and it seems more than probable that these 
prognostications are privately suggested by the 
king himself, to amuse the peq>ie, and obtaai 
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libe appeftranceofa religious sanetioo for wha^ 
ever measures he may thiok proper to adopt and 
pursue. 

^. Xi»e ^gs of Melinda generally merit the 
ispnfiidenee^ loyalty, and affection of their people^ 
^y their constant application to publick affairs ; 
tbeir vigilance over their ministers, governors, 
And other magistrsUes; their assiduity and at* 
tention in hearing, and receiving the complaints 
of their injured subjects ; tbeir impartial admi* 
nistration of justice ; and their severity to per- 
sons of every descripticMi, who endeavour to mis* 
lead them by fraud or artifice. 

When any complaint is presented to the king* 

ibe plaintiff is detained till the defendant, who 

is itnmediately summoned to appear, has heard 

his accusation and made his. defence ; and, the 

scatter being investigated with the greatest at* 

tention and patience, sentence is always awarded 

without the least respect or partiality. The 

complainant must be provided with sufficient 

evidence for substantiating the facts alleged^ 

otherwise he is immediately condemned lo die ) 

but, if the accusation be fully pi^ved, the of« 

fender is either directed to make restitution, or 

to. suffer some adequate corporal punishment, 

jiccording to the nature of his offence* Where 

the aggressor is a person of rank and conse* 

quence, the bastinado is generally inflicted by 

the king himself; after which the offender is 

again usually received into favour, and the mo*- 

'march dismisses .him*before the whole court with 

a charge to be more circumspect in his conduct 

for the future, or more impartial i in the ad«- 

ministration of justice. These pnncesj though 

, Vol, XIII. 2 F 
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to i a i eil y ilTtrcttted by the Portuguese, live at pMl^ 
tent with them on very friendly terms. 

The isle and kingdom of Pate, on thiseocrii^ 
kciceite their dtnomhiatkm from the ca]^ta1> which 
18 situated ab(Hit one degree of south latitude* ^ 
|he mouth of a tomTnodious bay, called by tbe 
Portuguese Bay a Formosa. This city is large 
and populous, has a convenient harbour,, and car^ 
vies on m considerable trade with the neigWjotm- 
ihg statro that surround it. The king of Pate Is 
a Mahometan, and fnost of his subjects profess 
the same religion. Thfo prince is tributaty tb 
the Portuguese, who exercise despotidc atithorlfjr 
oyer the liresafid property of the nathres. lamo, 
Pemba, Zanabar, Quiriii^ Amfia, Anisa, and 
inany other countries, some of which are onFy 
five or MX leagues in circumferenee, mei^ttK) par- 
dcuAar description. Their princes assunte tHc 
title of kings, but many of them are tributary tb 
Poitugat. 

SECTIOH II. 

Mombasa and Quiha. 

THE kingdoms of Mcimbasa and'Qiiiloa aM 
insular. Tht former is cmitigWMis to MelMa, 
from which it is separaitedtiy tiie rivevQdilm&noi. 
The schI is exceecfing^y iruftftd, "and ppodii«(M 
rice, millet, -and a variety of fnrit-4:reeB« The 
iftl«^ ako abounds with plenty of ^aicle tsiA 
poultry ; and has ra»ny ^scefient springs -of 
fresh water. The clim«ite is tempertf^ «nd the 
air healthy ; and the natives *live to an advanced 
1^, In the enjoyment of ^enty conlbiAOd with 
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wd^Mance* Theu! breiul ooMsto el net 

'^HfiiUet maae inio cakest and mixe^ with sugary 

and othef ingradienu, .which render it 

agiPeeablfi* T^eir usual beverage is a kind 
^ beer SBtfde of honey^ xnt of some lund of fruits* 
9?beti!r oranges are of exquisite tasfe and iiavourw 
IKIl^ cattle are Wei) fed; and the counUy abounds 
«^lh every Aecessary of life* 

Thet cf^tal was formerijr on a penin4ula» 
vbiQh has since been converted into an island. 
Tlie houses are buiit in the Italian manner^, ot 
StoUQ c^n^ted with mortar, and embelHshed 
^th curious paintmgs ; and the e<Mfic€s are con- 
^iguous tu (ox^ another, and have ten^aces, on 
which people may walk from one end of the 
lown to the other without interruption* It is 
defended by a strong citadel, into which the 
Portuguese retired when they found the town 
HO longer tenable, bat Iroai vrhicb they were 
afterwards driven by van Arabian sheick, wh€f 
made it the place of hb t^sidence^ The flagrant 
fkcts o€ oppression and injustice, of which the 
F^rtUguese were guilty, occasioned their being^ 
I expelled from tMs port; smce which time, they 
are only tolerated, and live like those of other 
. nations, wlKmi conunerce and Uie. prospect of 
gain have invited hither. 

. The natives are an assemble^ of people of 
various 'complesions, black, white, tawny, or 
pwarthy. They dress after the Arabian manner ; 
a0d many of xhe men are cloUied in the richest 

* void aioat costl^ stuib and stlks ; whilst the wo* 
^nen are habited in gold and silver tissue. The 
fomkore of their»hc^ses is no less' elegant and 

• valuable, and consists c^ carpets, paintings, 
> hangings, and a variety of ornaments, imported 
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from Cambaya, Persia^ and other countries* !# 
this motly assemblage of Moors and Caffres, Ma- 
hometans and Pagans^ it would be difficult to g^esa 
^hicb were the primitive people ; but they are all 
extremely afiTaUe and courteous to strangers. 
. Of all the* nations which have settled in the 
inland part of this kingdom^ the Imbis are the 
most fierce, barbarous, and cruel. This savage 
people is supposed to be the progeny of those 
cannibalS) Ihat inhabit the neighbourhood of the 
Cape of Good Hope. They live entirely by ra- 
pine and plunder ; eat the captives that fell into 
their hands ; and even their relations, whom they 
put to death wiien they a^ sick, inofder that tftey 
may regale on their flesh. Their favourite be- 
verage is human blood, which they dH^k out of 
akulis, that serve them for cups. They were for- 
merly so powerful in this kingdom, that their mo- 
narchs could brinip an army of eighty thousand 
of them into the field. • . ' 

When they are 'al)oflt to engage an enemy, 
they cause whole herds of cattle %o precede them 
at the head of their ra'nks. These are followed 
by a number of^menrwho^ carry fire in their $ 
hands ; and this emblem signifies, that all who 
are made prisoners must exi)ect to4je roasted 
and devoured. Dreadful, indeed, is the fate of 
those who f^Il into the hands of these merc3tss 
cannibals, and that of the country * through 
which they pass : every man, woman, and chiJtd^ 
is doomed to the most shocking and'inhXii^an. 
death; and every place !• plt&ler, fire, and^ 
desolation. Such is the terror they occasion, 
that on their s^proach every ^one abandons his 
habitation and conceals himself. The Maho- • 
metans have endeavoured to convert tj^eni, in •* 
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l^^der 1h»t they might thus be eiTtlized) or to c»- 
M^alt tkism ; but in neither hare they been suo 
ftMsfbl : all they have been able til do is to expd 
>Wifi &om their nmghbourhood, and compel them 
to- take refuge in tfa^ inlasid parts of the eonntry^ 
nrhere Uiey themselves have neve^ been able to 
penetrate, and where the Imbis occupy rast r^ 
eK»s unmolested. - They, neyertheiess^ stili «t 
tinies make Iheir abearance* 
• These monsters wor^ip as dehiw theiir mo* 
narcbs, who assume the title of emperors of the 
ivhole earthy and who even brave heaven itseML 
Tktir impiety is such^ that when incommoded 
by the rain or the simi tiey acrogaiuly bend tbeif 
bows, and in revenge discharge dieir arrows, ac* 
eompanied with impotent imprecatioas, against 
the sun and tiie firmament. 

Quiloa received its name from its cai^tal, 

which stands in an island. T^ kingdom ia sl^ 

iuated on the cocilhiettt over against it, and is 

about two hundred miles firom north ta sovth^ 

but its extent frem esst to west is unknown* . k 

18 divided from the island by a narrow channel^ 

^ tmid the soil of both is so nearly the same for 

* l^roduce and fertility, that they are supposed to 

kave beeni^rmerly umted. The Idng and hie 

aitbjects are Mahometans ^ and the complexion 

of ttie people is various, some being, black, Mid 

•Uiers talmeyw They speak the Arabick toncgoe, 

$ihd also several other, languages, which they 

learn froiti th^ nations with whom they tro^k^ 

Their dress isj|earlji similar to that of the- ifiha- 

bitanCs of M<xnbasa, and greatly resembles that 

of the Arabian Turks* The women wear brace* 

^lets of ivory ci>riously wrought, which, on tho 

' • Tdeaih <^ a paKim husband, or near reiat^i^ they 

■^ .. 2F2 
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break in pieces in token of sorrow ; wluist the 
•ineD) to express their grief) shave their heads, and 
abstsdn from food. Quiloa is inhabited by^ the 
same variety of nation^ ; abounds with the same 
productions; and is enlivened and profited by 
the Same conftneice* 

The capital is large, populous, and well4>inlt ; 
and. the houses are made of stone and mortary 
and constructed in the Spanish nuuiner. On 
(me side of the town is the citadel, where re- 
sides the Mahometan prince : it is adorned with 
stately towers, and surrounded with a ditch and 
other fortifications. The country, though low, 
is pleasant ; and the cftmate b temperate and 
healthy. • 

The melancholy effects of the despotick said 
imperious sway of the Portuguese are mort ^* 
sible in Quiloa, than in.Mombasa« On their 
arrival in these B^uts, they found kings, whose 
history is preserved) and» Wliose succession is 
known. Hoshein, who reigned in Persia, 1^ 
seven sons at his death ; one ^f whom, called 
Hali, having been born of an Abyssinian slave, 
and finding himself despised by his brothers, re- « 
solved to leave that kingdom, and to seek his* 
ibrtune in a fordgn country* Aectcdingly he 
embarked with some friemds and adv^iturers, 
and enterinji^ the bay of Quiloa, obtained l^vse 
from the Caffres to settle and fortify hhnself on 
that peninsula, of which he sooq after assumed 
the sovereignty. , 

Nothing WcMTthy of notieeK)cca^^ during the * 
reigns of HaH's successors, till we come to tMe 
period in which the Portuguese arrived on this 
coast, and conquered these kingdoms. Disdain- ^ 
i^g to submit to foreigners^ who^ in the garb •£ * - 
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friends and alKes, endeavoured to tyrannUe 
■over every nation,. and to usurp the supremacy 
«Kf every state; these princfss took up arms to 
^espel the invaders from their coasu The Por- 
^uguese, however, under the command of Al- 
meyda, the admiral of the fleet, having landed, 
.marched towsu*ds the city of Quiloa, which was 
no sooner perceived by the natives, than abandon- 
ing the town they sought safety in Bight. Al- 
-mey da, however, sent to recal the citizens, who, 
OR their arrival, fell on their knees, and implored 
.his mercy and pardon ; but raising them up, he 
assured them they had nothing. to fear from 
him. On the contrary they ought, he said, to 
be thankful for their deliverance from the usur- 
pation of a eruel and perfidious tyrant, and ibr 
the restoration x>f their liberty and independence^ 
by the kindness of king Emanuel, who was a 
most powerful and benevolent prince* As a 
proof of the blessings diey might promise them- 
^lelves under the protection of the king, his 
.master, he would raise Mahmud Ancon.to the 
foyal dignity, whose affection, fidelity, and cob- 
duct, they had so long and so often experienced* 
Accordingly, to conclude the scene with the 
greater s^ndour, he saluted him king of Quiloa, 
and placed a crown of gold upon his head ; im- 
{Kl^g (Xk him, however, at the. same time, an 
annual tribute, and obliging him to behave, la 
.all other respects, as a. £uthfiil vassal of the 
Portuguese monarch. 
* ^ But befor^2A.lm«|rda departed from Quiloa, 
Mahmud Ancon, sp far from being elated with 
his new situation, took an. opportunity of di- 
^ vesting hiniseif of the regal dignity in favour 
Iff a son of the deposed monarchy aad.thus ex- 
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kliibftjd the mdfBt vaequifocal ^moftstratiQits of 
loyAf and rsspoct for the royal faraily. The 
§ood undcrfttanding which seemed to exist be- 
tween the Arabs and Portuguese was, after 
tfhe departiure of tlie admirait coitvecttd into 
distrmt and resentment. The latter deprived the 
Qailoans of the most adivantageous tomdies of 
their trade ; and the commercef on that coast 
and with the adjacent islands^ was aknost wholly 
intertvpted, and the natives became quke im- 
poverisiied $ whtld the Poitoga^se ofalamed i]s>- 
menae riehes by Iteir tynouiy and oppresston* 
This conduct excited the in^gnatioa and ven- 
geance of the mhs^taftito i^^st the king of 
PortugJd, who was obliged to withdraw his 90- 
ivemor and garnaoo from this kingdom. 

From Quttloa Almeyda sailed to Mombasa, 
«nd ha^rang, ai^r considerable labour and danger, 
succeeded in obtakiing possession of the capita^ 
an Arab was sent from the monarch with a flag 
of tnK:e ; proposing that the king would^ become 
subject and tributary to Fortug^, on cow^tioQ 
that the city should be exempted from fender ; 
and requesting an incerview with the admiral, 
and that -hostages might be given for his safety 
and seqirity* Ahneyda seemed at first wiiHi^^ 
to agree to the pmposal} but haughtily refused 
to send any other hostage than his gqamllet. 
This being rej^ted, he wished to add abo his 
4ielmet* These not being eonsidered as sufficiei^ . 
pledges, and the king not appearing, the soktiers 
began to mmnnur, and demaiided d^r to launder ' 
the city, or to attack the monarch in his' in*, 
trenchraents. The latter being considered a 
dangeidus and difficult enterprise, Almejda al- 
tovad them the fei?me& Tjie soldiers had no 
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'«»oner obtain^ -their purpo^, and plundered 
the town, than the commander ordered them to 
act it on fire in three different parts, which wad 
aocordingly executed and the <jity consumed. It 
was, however, afterwards rebuilt, quickly re- 
sumed its ancient grandeur, and is now well 
peopled. Mombasa and Quiloa have been more 
frequl;ntly governed by the same monarch, than 
separated and divided into two distinct sove- 
reignties. 

SECTION III. 

Mozambique. 

M03AMBIQUE is a very nmall island, si. 
tuated about two miles from the continent, and is 
not more than six musket shots in length, and 
two in breadth. It is, however, of singular im- 
portance and utility to the Portuguese in trading 
to the East Indies ; and if wrested from them 
by any European power, they would scarcely 
hk able to carry on that extensive commerce ; it 
being almost impossible to continue tlieir voyage 
to that country, without such a place of refresh- 
ment and refuge. It also serves to keep many 
kingdoms in awe, both along the coast and the 
adjacent islands, which are either allies or tri- 
butaries ; and secures to them the free, if not 
the sole commerce with Sofola and Monomo- 
tapa- 

The soil of the island is sandy and barren ; 
and the refreshment it affords to the voyagers 
that stop here, are procured from the continent^ 
where they are produced in great abundance, 
and from whence the water that is made use of> 
is also received. The bay, which serves for ft 
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havenl^Mth for tbft isbad and c^Bltfteot^ i 
^d coAvcnienty and has seldom kss thM oigli* 
or ten &tbonia dej^ of watevi which k la dmm 
that every bankf r^ek^ and 8hali»W) mf b« 
easily discerned* The cicy of Mo aa i r ab i ^u e im 
beautifully situated, the h^iaea are: well httil^ 
especially the chmchea aad coavea^ «Dd tkii 
ibrt or castle is about a musket-shot ham thu 
town. This fortress, whidi » exceedingly siroiigf 
and well contrived, is of a square form, eafch ^ 
corner of which b flanked by a bulwark with 
several pieces of artillery^ which are a suflBcient 
defence for the town and the harbour. 

The country abounds with vast quantities of 
cattle. It a^ oontaifks rich mines of ^(M ; 
which is also washed down by the rivers ingreal 
qiiantities, and iorms a considerable part of time 
commerce* Ivory, ebony, akives, and cattk^ 
are likewise exchaa^d for European goods^ as 
IitUe beUsy knives, sc'^sars, - Sue* Razors are ao 
xnucli valaed by th^nh that fifteen eews havQ 
been given for one. The Portuguese, of whoai 
they are muck afraid^ are the ^y Europeaa* 
admiued into their sea-por^ and toLaU olhera 
they refuse access* Tli^ natives, however, am 
exti^mely jealous of thoae visitors^ i& whooi 
Jiiey put no con6dence, but make thdr exchangea 
by means of Moorish fiu^tors. Beodes theLCoan 
inodities already mentioned, the Portuguese ex^ 
port from thence silver, copper, wax, rice^ and 
other provisions* 

Mozambique abounds with a great yarkiy of 
wild beasts, as stags, boars, and el^ihantiif 
which are extremely fierce and destruetive* Tbn 
woods are likewise filled with aH kinds of gamie» 
and particularly with a sort of wild poultry w^ 
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B^ike the commcMi and tame ones in England, 
bat much larger. The flesh of these fowls has 
aa exquisite taste and flavour, affords verf 
whc^esome nourishment, wid is frequently eaten 
laiv without any inconvenience. 

Tfee natives are fierce and barbarous. They 
Idl go naked, both men and wofnen, with a 
•ii^t^)overing of cotton dodi across the waist* 
Mo 4mf»amty exists among these negroes : fa- 
t^tsm% «ell their children, and children their la- 
tlfem, nvotilers, sisters, and brothers, for a knife^ 
li^fow^glass beads, dr such like trinkets. They 
earry on perpetual war with eich other, and cat ' 
the flft^ of their prisoners. Slavery is, there- 
fire, a conditioh tlo ways dreadful to them. 
. They wear collars, and bracelets on their artns 
md' legs, made of gold, silver, ivory, coloured 
l^&ss, or other materials, according to tiieir 
«nk and degree in life. They fix pieces of gold, 
irmbev, or bone, under the lower and above the 
ttf^r Rp, toTOake tfheta project, and render 
l^m large. They also paint their bodies with 
ft 4dnd of Ted earth, especially against their 
tnecitings and ^festivals ': this gives them a horrid 
<i|ipeafance, though they esteem it a mark of 
<»«lrage ^and fieroenei^. Their usual weapons 
«re bows, arrows^ *atcfhets, atnd daggers. Som6 ^ 
*«qr that they are idolaters and Mahometans ; ^ 
^i^ilst others afRrm that, like tTie rest of the 
Ca€Ves, they have no religion, but observe some 
superstitious customs, not worthy of the name 
of worship. They have no trades, nor manu- 
-l^ietures. The celebrated Vasco de Gama was 
the first European that discovered this country*, 
in whi«bh he landed after doubling the Cape of 
Good Hope. 
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SECTION IV. 



Siofala, 

IN the southern part of the coast of Zanguebar 
lies Sofala, a kingdom that produces such vast 
quantities of gok}, as to favour a suppo^tion that 
it was the Ophir of the in^ired writers^ &oai 
lirhence kiog Solomon annually received so much 
of that valuable metal. , This kingdom) which esL-- 
tends from the seventeQnth> to the twen^fifiJfai 
degree of south latitude^ is (mounded on the east 
by the Indian sea, and on the west by the empire 
of Monomotapa ; and i^seven hundred and E£tjr 
leagues in circumference* 

The climate, soil, and produce of the couQtt|r 
greatly resemble those of Zanguebar, except ths^ 
the air is more temperate, and the land considec^ 
ably richer in rice, millet, and pasturage. But 
between Cape Coriantes and the river Spiritu 
Sancto the ground is mo^ fruitful, and the couii» 
try is stocked with numerous herds of all sorts 
of cattle. Elephants appear in large droves % 
and, as they are. the principal food of the natives, 
four or five thousand are annually killed ax^ 
consumed. That part of the country which^is 
included between Cape Coriantes and the river 
Cuama, is mountainous, and abounds with liu^ge 
woods; while Uie vallies, being watered by a 
number of springs and rivulets, are extremely 
luxuriant and delightful. . 

The natives of Sofala are in genei^ tall, gen* 
teel, and black complexioned, with short curled 
hair ; and are said to be afiable and courteous, 
especially those that reside near Cape Coripi^^^v 
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^The iisulil driMS is a-piece of silk or cotton wrap- 
p^ round the wijst,'%pd extended to the knees^ 
^^hout any other c^ertng whatever ; but the 
more affluent wear turbans. They decorate 
themselres with rings of gold, silver, amber* or 
cc^oured beads, according to their rank and con* 
dition in life. Those on the coRst speak the 
Arabick tongue, and also understand the language 
of the Caffr^s and Portugnese* 
- Their bread is a composition of rice and mil- 
let, and their drink is a species of beer made of 
die same gndn. They have great plenty and 
i^«riety of fish and flesh ; but the elephant is 
esteemed the most delidous food. Honey is in 
•Qch abundance, that much of it is 8uflei*ed to 
waste, and the people gather it for the purpose 
ef extracting the wax, which they barter for silks 
and painted^ cottons. Their chief commerce is 
with the inhabitants of Mosambique, Quiloa» 
Mombasa, and Melinda, who import a variety 
of stuffs, which they exchange for gold, ivory, 
wax, and ambei^ris ; and the Sofalans generally 
carry those stuffs to Monomotapa, where they , 
lell them to great advantage. 

Besides the 'gold draWn from Monomotapa* 
Ibe kingdom of Sofala contsdns several very con- 
mtferable mines of that precious metal, which 
yield upon an average about two millions of 
metiguls yearly, each metigul being valued at 
fourteen French livres ; to which amount the 
merchants of Mecca also export gold dust, in one 
season, during a dme of peace. Indeed, so plen- 
tiful and pure is this dust, that the soldiers are 
paid with it just as it is gathered. 

The metropolis of this kingdom, before the, 
trrival of the Portuguese, was an inconsiderable ' 

Vol. XIII. 2 G 
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town* coAtaimn^ a few fll>con<Met«d faoOM^ 
and circumscribed only with a quickset he%e^ 
Since that time; however, it has been fffrmcA 
and greatly improved, and was denominated 
Ctiama, frojiPL the name of the nvfsr at the moalH 
of which it stands ; but that name has growfm 
into disuse, and. both miiriners and geographer^ 
give it the apclenc a{^>elbkfion of S<^af 

At the first arrivid of the Portuguese, the 
people had no other warlike weapons than j^r^ 
^ns, scimitars^ bows and arrows, hatchets, and 
daggers ; but they are now tapght the use^ <lf 
small-anns and artillery. The king maintaine 
1^ vast number 0f foi^ces ; but the Portugqesey 
employing v^stels of o^erva^n for the o^ei&« 
sible purpose of prey^ntitig what they term an 
illicit trade> keep the whole kingdom completely^ 
in awe. 

^ The Arab& having been setti^ on this comI 
for sonle centuries, the king and the principhl 
persons of the court are descended fropi tha^ 
race, and profess Mahometantsnl* The othec^ 
natives retain their primitive customs, both if^ 
civil and religious matters, and are said to i^c« 
l^nowledge and pay adoration to one Supreoie 
Being, whom they call Mozimo, but abhor and 
detest the idolatrous rites of the other Afiic«i^ 
negroes, and make use of neither idols, altars, ndr 
sacrifices in their worship. They allow a poly^ 
gamy of wiveS| and adultery is considered as a^ 
capiud offence, and punished with such severity, 
that a man found sitdng on a so& or mat itk 
company with a married woman, is condemned 
to suffer death. No woman can be married till 
nature indicates maturity ; at which time the pa- 
rents invite their friends and relation^ to partake, 
of a feast, and receive their congratqlations.. 
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t ^^Thtf rpeitsrm their pmdpaA relig^kms cere«> 

siMvueB on the first, sixth, seventh, eleventh, and 

^^xiojinth days of the moon ; when they make a' 

lds«d of general oblation to their deceased friendly 

said oSsT up petitions to them for their assistance 

And protection. These supi^ications being finish* 

Ady they feast very heartily on what had been 

presented to the dead, and thus conclude the 

solemnity* On these occasions they always ap- 

.pear in white garments. 

■ Francesco Gnaja was the first Portuguese na^ 
vigator that touched al Soflila* He had the ad* 
idrais to engage in his interest a courtier called 
Zacote) whom he sent to ibhe king (whose name 
i«S8 Jufez, and who, ttinMgb extreme age, had 
iMt his sightX to request the pemussion of the 
monarch for erecting a fortress near the city, 
nrhich he was instructed to affirm would be of 
il^ utmost advantage as well to the natives a& 
io the Portuguesei* By the intercession of thif 
jnoblieman, the Portugaese obtained their desire, 
though the strongest and most frequent remon^ 
jBtraixuss were made against this destructive mea- 
sure by several of the royal family. In particU^ 
lar, Mengo Musa^ son4n-law of the king, and a 
brave and pditick prince^ urged to the aged mo« 
narcfa his apprehensions of jthe consequence of 
li»e reception and admittance of these strangers^ 
and of the permission he had granted of fortify- 
ing themselves in the kingdom* 

The old king endeavoured to dispel the feara 
of his son-tnlaw, by teWng him, " You Will per- 
i;eive the heat and atmosphere of our climate, to 
«rhich they are not accustomed, will soon destroy 
one- half of these strangers, and render the other 
«ipki we may then attaick them with advaDtd^e» 
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and compel thf m to abandon the forty of ^hiqb 
we shall become possessed*" The prince ac* 
quiesced to this reaaoningy and the. work of flie 
fortress was carried on with redoubled vigour. 
The remonstrances, however, of his ^thful Ma- 
hometan merchants} roused the king to a sense'oF 
his imminent danger, and obliged, him to alter 
his measures. Having become sensible of the 
folly and imprudence of his former conduct, he 
assembled a sufficient number of ti'oops, and ap- 
pointed a day for exterminating the Portuguese! 
whilst they were employed in the construction of 
their fort* But, unhappily for the deluded mo- 
narch* the treacherous Zacote, who was origi- 
nally of Abyssinian extraction, betrayed the se- 
crets of the king to the Portuguese, and informed 
them of his designs, which a£forded. Gnsya aii 
opportunity of making the necessary prepant* 
tlons for giving the assailants a warm recep^ 
tion. 

Accordingly, the day appointed being arrived, 
the So&lans attacked the fort with great fury^ 
but were bravely repulsed by the Portuguese. 
At length, however, the number of the latter 
was reduced to thirty-five, besides the sick and 
wounded, and would soon have been obliged ^o 
surrender, had not Zacote, at that instant, found 
means to enter the fort at the head of one hun- 
dred men, and to join the besieged. A despe* 
rate conflict immediately ensued; and the as* 
aailants were finally compelled to flee with preci- 
pitation, and to leave tht Portuguese in posses- 
sion of the fortress. The victors pursued them 
with the utmost fury, forced their way Into the 
very palace, and crowded into the apartment of > 
the old king, whom they found lying en a cpuch« 
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The Indignation and courage of the'fhbnaiich #iib 
«oQQ raised, and, though oid and blind, he wound- 
"Vd several of his enemies with javelins, and amot>|^ 
the fest Gnaja himself. A Portuguese ofikefr 
•advanced towards the king with his scimitai" 
idmwn, and at one blow struck off his head, an act 
which excited the horror and dismaj of the mo* 
tiarqh's attendants, who Immediately laid dowa 
their arms and submitted* 

Upon this Gnaja forl^e his soldiers to offer 
hny Either violence to a people whose esteem, he 
«aid, he wished to conciliate hf aots of friendship 
and benevolence* This had the dedred effect 
and the So&lans, fatally convinced they had tt> 
4:ontend with an enemy much more powerful an^ 
aagacious thah themselves, readily embraced the 
|>ro{!ered terms, and hostilities immediately ceaa^ 
ed. The admiral havin]^ thus far succeeded ia 
his deiMgns, created the perfidious Zacote'kinfi^ 
of Sofala, as a reward of his fidelity and attach- 
ment to the Portuguese* Gnaja having enjoin* 
ed the people to consider and acknowledge the 
Usurper as their lawful soverdgn, obliged him 
also, in his turn, to take the oaths of allegiance 
to the crown of Portugal, and to promise that ' 
his conduct on, all occasions should be such as be- 
came a dependent and tiibutary pnnce* 

SECTION V. 

, MOl^OMOTAPA, next to Abyssinia, is ode 
<6£ the largest empires in all Africa ; though it 

i$ less ..known to Europeans than almost any 

other part of the continent. It is tx>unded by the 

2G2 - 
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Huuitime luogdom of SoUa ofr tbe m^^t ^^^he 
river. Spiritu on the south ; by the inrouttUinMif 
Caffraiia on the west ; find by the river Cuam% 
i^hich dirides k fifom Mooeonagi} on the Dorth.4 
Mid is situated between the fourteenth ifnd twe&^ 
ty-fifth degrees ef south latitude, and betweeo 
the fprt^'first and fifty-sixth degrees of east lon» 
gitttde. ; being six hundred ai^ seventy tnUes 
irom north to south, and six hundred and fi&eeo 
from east to west. 

Though this oouBjtry is princifMilly situated 
under the southern tropick, it nevenhdessenjoyA 
m teipperate climate : the air is clear and healthy 4 
the soil is fertile and well watered ; and grainy 
feuit-trees, and cattle, are both exc^lent and 
plentiful* The forests abound with game and 
wild beasts, the rivers teem with fish, and the 
currents that descend from the mountains carr|e 
with them vast quttittties of the .pirest golds 
There are neither horses nor any* other beasts oS 
burden, but great herds of elephants, of whack 
several thousands are annually destroyed* / 

The natives are well shfl|ied, active, robust 
and healthy ; and their com^exions are blacky 
with curled and woolly hair. Their chief delight; 
is war, which they prefix* to peace and cDmsievoeki 
They eat the flesh of ox^ and elephants, aaUad 
and dried fish, and a variety of fruits. Their 
bread is a composition of rice and millet, and 
their drink is sour milk or water.- Persons of 
rank have palm«wine, and other liquors extcaeted 
lh>m the fruits that grow^ which are perfiimed 
with ambergris and musk* • Indeed they -use vast 
quantities of perfiim^s and odoriferous drugs^ 
both in their meat and drink, and also on their 
persons and in their habitationst 
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f^^tbt .Mbnotnotftpant go naked to the widsl^ 
tai4 from thence downwards they are - covered 
niitb a piece of cloth of vanous colours, which 
l» usually made of cotton ; but persons of rank 
and dis^Ktion wear India stlkS) or cotton em* 
bradered with gold ; the skin of a lion or of some 
other beast being Uirown over the shoulders, tJie 
tail of which hangs to the groimd. Polygamy is 
permitted^ and the men lire allowed as great a^ 
number of wives as they are Mt to maintain: 
but the firnt is always considered as mistress and 
bead of the fomily, and her children inherit the 
lb«tune of their &ther ; whilst the ofispring of the 
others luv regarded as servants and inferiors. 
.^ The emperor affects great splendour in his 
dress and equipt^e, and has a great number of 
tributfliy and dependent princes. His usuid dress 
is a kind of k>ng vest or cassock, which depends 
to the knees. He also vrears a brocaded mantle 
over his shoulders richly embroidered ; his neck 
is adorned with a magnificent collar, beautifully 
set with precious stones ^ a band of equally vai» 
kiable jewellery surrbuncfe his turban ; and his 
buskins are finely ornamented with gold and 
pearls. Whenever he appears abroad he is 
mounted upon an elephant, or is carried on a 
palanqiun, which is supported by four persons of 
disdnction. On these occasions, besides other 
ifegal ornaments, he carrbs a small spade, and 
an arrow in each hand ; which are emblems. of 
industry and power, and intimate to the subject 
^e necessity of cultivating the ground for his 
maintenance and support, and remind the mo* 
oarch of the duty of protecting and defending 
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3^4 MOKOUOTA^A* 

his ftubj€k:ts from aJl aggnessions, ibreigQ ahd'dof 
mesttck* 

The emperor maintains a numerous army> to 
prevent the invasion of an enemy ; and, in order 
Co keep his dependent and tributary princes in 
due sui>jection and allegiance, he obliges them to 
send all their sons to be educated at his court, 
where they are detained as hostages for the fide- 
lity of their parents, and taught from their in- 
bxicj to consider the emperor as supreme head, 
and render him their duty and service* To this 
double piece of policy they superadd a third, 
which consists in sending ainbassadoi-s once a 
year to all his vassals, who receive from them 
what is denominated the new fire. The persona 
who are employed on these occasion^i, hanng ar^ 
rived at the court of a dependent and tributaiy 
prince, command him immediate Ij" to cKtinguish 
his fire* This injunction is no sooner complied 
with than he is permitted to light it again with 
the fire brought for that purpose ; but sliould he' 
disobey and prove refractory, he is considered as A 
rebel, and war declared against him* 

But as^ the emperors of Monomotapa are ex« 
tremely careful to keep their vassals in due obe*. 
dience and subjection, they are no less solicitous 
to preserve the affections of their subjects by 
acts of kindness and benignity. They exact no 
taxes or tribute, except a small voluntary dona- 
tion, when they apply for justice, or request any 
favour* Merchants and tradesmen who attend 
fairs and places of sale, are expected to present 
him with some of the articles of commerce in 
which they deal i and should they fail in render- 
ing tlus homage^ they are debarred the privilege, 
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MOKOHOTAPA* ^4j[ 

of 4ippeariiig in bts presence, which is esteemed 
a g^reat mortification, and is often attended with 
nciuch inconvenience. Such, indeed, is their af« 
fectionate regard for their sovereign, that when- 
ever he drinks, sneezes, or coughs, one of the 
nobles present cries aloud, ^< Pray for the health 
and prosperity of the emperor," which is imme- 
diately repeated by all within the distance of hear- 
ing, and the »ir is filled with acclamations* 

This monarch is said to have a thousand wives, 
tSl of whom are the daughters of vassal princes, 
but the first alone enjoys the title of empress. 
They accompany him into the country during 
die season of harvest, and assist in gathering in 
the com and fruits, and superintend those that 
arc employed by the emperor. When he is pre- 
vented by war or other matters from attending 
to this occupation, tiie empress presides in his 
xoom, and distributes to all their portion of la- 
bour. On these occasions the emperor and his 
court are always accom[>anied by a numerous 
band of musicians, rope-dancers, and buffoons, 
for the amusement of the populace, and the 
whole night is spent in merriment and rejoicing. 
Of the many wives that belong to this monarch, 
there are nine who rank next to the empress, and 
enjoy some considei*abIe post at court. One is 
called mazarira,*and appears on behalf of the 
Portuguese, by whom she is presented with many 
valuable gifts ; and another performs the same 
bflfice in favour of the Moors. All the rest have 
their respective titles, employments, and inr 
comes ; and when one of them dies, another is 
elected to succeed in her room. 
• The principal officers of the court are the nin- 
g^mesh^L or governor of the kingdom, who actis 
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S4i neiioiCdTArA* 

as prime imnltter; the mdcomashsi or mfSmn^ 
general of the forces ; the ^k^lbuy€^ or lord bigh> 
stewapd) to whom^ among other extraordkiafy 
privileges, it appertains to nominate a sew cfi»> 
press oo the demise of the foimer; the inhaii^ 
tore or captain of the band of musicians, who is 
generally a grandee of the emjMre ; the nurakao, 
or captain of the van-guard ; and the bakurumoi 
which signifies the king's right hand. 

The emperor fimdly determines the issue of 
every judicial ])roce€^ng» if the parties at var^ 
ance shall think i)fOper to appeal fiotn the deoi> 
uon of the judges. • In JMbnomotapa ^re DO 
places of confinement lor male^suslorB, because 
all matters being tried iaa summary mana^'f-sen^ 
lence or acquittal .immediately ensues. If the 
complaint be of such a nature as to require time 
for invalidating or confirming it, and the psity 
accused be likely to make his escape, he is tied 
16 a tree, and a guard placed over him, till his im* 
iK>cence or guilt can be thoroughly investigated^ 
If any inconsistency appear betweeo Vm> wil*- 
pesses, a purgative draught is employed, as was 
the water of bitterness among the Jews^ if it 
remain with the person supposed to be guilty cf 
perjury, be is acquitted ; if it does noty he is seHV 
tenced to suffer death, which is immediately lAr 
fiicted on him. . 

The natives of this.vast empire are supersd'- 
tious and idolatrous, but nevertheless acloiovi^ 
ledge and adore a Supreme Being, creator «ii4 
governor of the universe, whom they call Mazira 
and Attuna, which correspond with those two 
attributes^ They pay, moreover, a singular vc* 
neration to a ^rgin named Al Firoo, in honour 
of whom temples and convents are erected* 1% 
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tjl6N&f«l^ou»: pkGe$ of seclusion^ tte daughtm 
of ^e Monomotapans are confined to perpetual 
Oatibacf) ao4 sbat up fr6m i^ ooromerce vnth 
ipien atisp e^rlf aiperiecHasto predtsdethepotsi* 
bility. of'3MSsr^' «iy cvDtamination of their na^ 
4aye^puritf* 

> Xhfh meln^x^ i«i^ spacious citf, andxomisti 
ipfra. vast- nuniber of houses, built of timber or 
earth whitcrwasbed, atid constructed in the form 
0(9k cone* 9ut the principal ornament of the 
citf is the in^pertal palace> which is a large and 
spicioua ftibricfc-niAde of wood^ haying towers am) 
portkoesi where is constantly stationed a nunie* 
lOQs. guard of troops. The*inside of this struct 
4|Uie i» divided into a variety of splendid apart* 
ments, a<)d: great and lofty haUst which are deco« 
rated with^a magnificent kand of cotton tapestry 
beautifiiliy coloured. The ceilings, beams, and 
Nhfttrs, are adorned with gold ; the chairs and 
>Ut>left gilt- and enaipelled ; smd the candlesticks 
made of ivory, and suspended by chains of siU 
vev* The emperor is served at table on the knee^ 
4^ the dishes are not tasted till he has finishec^ 
hU repast* 

In this country, we are told, is a provincis or 
district ai^ropriat^d for the habitation of female 
ffarriors, who resemble the- ancient Amazons^ 
mkI observe their mode of life. Whenever the 
fHiperor goes to war,- these hermnes always con- 
stitute a part of his bpdjF-guard. Their arn;is are 
similar to those of the men, luvi consist of bow» 
aiH^ arrows, javelins, sabres, cutlasses, poniards^ 
%nd Hght battle-axes, exceedingly sharp : these 
tl|€;y manage with great dexterity, being taught 
to^use then^ from their infancy* The emperor 
^s^Qpa pa^kof tiyorb^s^ddogS) which he 
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S4t m&MM^rAfA* 

eomiden at not tiie least fkhhlbl pudleeteJIt' <^ 
liispenon. '^' 

One of the monarchs of this empire fiausdl 
Immelf to be baptized by a jesnit in the ChtistiiM 
fi^th» and a great number of the grandees folh>^- . 
ed his example* Being told, however^ that he 
fiiuat renounce a plurality of women, and donfine 
himself to one wife, he not only abandoned iM 
religion, but persecuted all that had been con- 
verted to Christianity. The Portugu^e havid 
tereral forts in this country, which they were 
.permitted to construct during the reign of a feis 
mer emperor for assisting him in the reduction 
of some revolted vassals. They were also put 
ki possession of the gdd mines in the same part 
of the empire ; have many churches and moiias*> 
leries ; and are the principal merchants of Mxf^ 
npmotiq^ I 

. The history of the last emperor of this^coUntry* 
with whom we are acquainted, is as follows t 
Fumigarbachi died in the forty-seventh year of 
his age, and left sixty-four sons, without ap« 
pointing a successor to the throne, for whicli 
a long and bloody contest immediately com* 
menced. This war was so violent, and the par* 
tizans so strenuous, that at length they were 
all exterminated, or expelled the emjMre, except 
three. Two of ^hese, impatient of restoring 
peace and tranquillity to the distracted country, 
agreed to reign by turns, and' that each shouM 
possess the supreme power during nx monUis of 
the yesff* The first who occupied the throne^ 
destroyed the other, and afcer this ft^tricide 
reigned singly for thirteen years. About that 
period, one of his tmcles, named Nahi, put him 
to death) which occasioned great joy asaoDf^ 



1^ 
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iiMfgpti^* te whom his goveram^t Jiad become 

^^ioUs. Whilst Nahi usurped the crown^ the 

^tird, prince escaped into a dist^Wit country^ where 

lie^purchs^d a small estate^ which he cultivated 

ll^th his own handHt and where he lived ii^ . 

l^scunty.and retirem^tut^ tie marded a wifi^ 

1^ whom he had a son named Alfondi, v/ho^ at 

ff> eadjr P!etfQd>.^l^il^ted marka of genius^ ao- 

ttured tl^ love 1^ excited the adfpiratioif of 

^(^ neighbouring people, by his modesty and the 

^ntleness of hif dispQsidpn* t{e.9o^dis]^ye4 

fa mutaunted com^^ i^ gi^eatly sigoAUzed 

^Amself in the hui^tingof elepbaalSrlxops^iigersy 

ind other ferocicN^ anhnv^ . : 

.Having heai^ of s^ war that existed between 

]^i his grand. wcl^y of whose reladpnship h» 

sras igporant, and- a neigl^uring monarch, ht 

provided himself with e^ms and horses, and at« 

t^nde^l only by a amall number, of brave youths^ 

whom he had ei)g£^fxl to follow his fortune^ he 

inarched to ofier Ms assistance U> the emperor* 

An opportunity soon presented itself for distin^ 

guishing himself by his bravery and intrppidity^ 

which excited the . attfiiition of the whole army. 

But above all, his conduct attracted the notice 

and admiration of his grand uncle, who con* 

^ved such an opinion of this youth€al stranger, 

that he intrusted hifn with the command of a 

tK»dy of troops, and requested him to attack- the 

^nemy, who were posted in an advantageous and 

Important situation* This he accordingly did 

with such pr^fs , of his abilities and military 

talents, that Nahi advanced him to the chief 

command of the army. In the space of six 

months, the young general performed suclisurw 

Briju^ exploits) and obtatnedso many victorie% 

Vol. X^. 2 H 
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that the mmvf mre compelkd to sole ttr V( 9m W * 
In order ttf rewutl hitti for these great and sign^ 
•enrkes, the empercNr bestow^ cm bknlhir 
princess his daeghtef in martiagt, wkhom rtte 
least SQiqiidOfi fk his tttA biiih* ^d ex^«c<^ 
tioB, of wbidi Atfondi ymself Was wkollf igw 
nonAt. 

fij a saodment eqCiatly'ge^loiis and natOraf, 
lie invited his foiher ts^niisltiatd in the snccei^ 
and prMpeniy of his forttme. Ns^ sooiier dii 
the evled {ifWe arrive «t coort^ than- he (^ 
dosed ^e wkgle fiairtteFy jtM deofored ^fethiiadf 
thesoncyf^k^e^perarFnitti|$arhacltf^ Thfe 
Md monarch imme^atelj r^cogftiiied in his 
Ihrother^n^ttw the nejrfielr whose tfafone he og» 
enpied. He ttslgned the g^t ertetic aU t to htm 
Irith pleasure, and the ne^ t:reated cmperar 
transierrcd tht «€eptfe to his sen* Alfondi and 
Ids spouse were, therefore, <»t>Wned ainidst the 
loud and repeated acctemi^ins of die people^ 
whose esteem he coattnoed tain^Ht t^ hts^justkie 
and beneficence* 

SECTION VL 

Monemugl, 

MONEiWU&I is a tast empire of uncerta^ 
limits, but the boundaries of which extend to 
Monomotapa on the south, and to Congo on the 
west. Of this Country gcograi^ers are greatlj 
Ignorant, and for the little that is known i^ 
specting it} we are indebted t^ the intermedfate 
nations, which cany on commerce with thiselik- 
pire,' or wage war against it. 

The air is suHrf and hot, and the climate im- 
fcrovmiUe to healths In son^ parts the ainl in 
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' ilrtlle, ftndtlieccmntiy pleaAant andweB wttterecf 
i 'With n^of springs aad Hvulets^ II abound^ 
With a variety of bircla and beasts ; has a great 
immb^ of palfTwtrees, of the fruit of whicb 
|tbey make wine 5 and piwlif cea movt hmntj than 
the inhabitants can copsMine* It also containa 
X^anjr gold and silver mioea of great Tahie* 
. Thm goveroment Is 1^ absolute nionarchy ; 
nad the sovpivign it rich foid powerfidy and hay 
abbdued most of the petty states and kitigdoma 
«liich border en his donimsona* The natires 
jire sakl to be iitdlaieil^ iMakoMalansy and Caf* 
ires ; by the laat of whom is understood infidels, 
«r people destitute ef jeRJgkto. Under the name 
ct Cafffea also the Europeans comprehend ne« 
gfoea^ «ko-iwtorahe «ioa m^oMeMid piixt of 
ttibe inhabitattaof MoBBflMgi. Tbt fesnciers of 
gldBseinlHiee as^occatned tj^ the (iUfctgas)' or hnh 
Ihs, iriha Ate the aaome suvagje and 'bwbafoot 
fic9Q{4e th^t baraaa Moinbaaa and Qviiloa. it H 
aiot improMiIe tiia^ tkoBf sluiy also be the sama 
jn the Gallaa, who io&st and sQivouBd Aby» 
^ima, and atrike ttfae inhabitants of that country 
.•with con&temi^o and diamay* This 1>eing the 
tentieiof AfHca, it gives bieth ta these monsters^ 
ariio thiest for! blaod> and whom the emperof 
^empfc^ysiin his'fro^^uent wafs with the neigh- 
teorhig kingdoins; Wteaever the approach of 
these eahnibals is known, the inhabitants im- 
mediately, abandon their country, and carry oft 
all their inoveable possessions, 
<- 'TheOiagas are also employed by the emperor 
•gainst a republick^f Amaams, who inhabit the 
frontiers of Monemugiy and into which country 
Hiey make ffe()uent incursions. The Giagas, 
ItfMreirer^ keep them in awe, not sq much, by 
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their superior strength and valour, as 'By their 
barbarity and the apprehensions they occasion of 
being roasted aRve and eaten. Hence it is, th^ 
when their troo|Js engage, the contest i% obsti- 
nate and dreadful, ^ as no quarter is given, 
the fight is cohtinued to the very last* 

The commerce ofdiis en1|^rb consists of gol^ 
silver, copper, and ivory, which are exchanged 
Ibr 'silks, cotton-cloth, l^eads^^ ^mX- such l\Vi% 
trinkets. - - - : ' 

. •, ; . ■ ■ '. ■ * r ^ ••*•*> 
SECTION yn. • ! 

C AFFRARI A !• bounded ^nthetnoftil by tte 
tountry of the BosjesmanSi'or wild iibttetitots» 
m the west by'thi Great Flsfa tifier, toid on^idift 
iouth aod cast by the ocean ; and is situated 
between die ffiirdeth and thiity-fbordi degrees 
^ south latitude. A great paaA ^tf" this comttef 
cxfailuts a ragged and barren appekrahce ; bot 
there m*e vidlies of rich pastnre ; and tfae liangw 
{Dig woods on the steep tides df the^ northern 
moontahn are extremely beauttfisiL. . The sod 
produces mMet and vegetables ; but tlm: naiivet 
ate more inclined to a pastoral ditfi -on agHcd* 
turfil life. ^ Towards the settmg of the sun the 
vrhole plain was covered with cattle, that cKftk 
In vast' herds at the signal of ooaimand, which . 
Vas a particular kind of whistling noise made 
with the mouth. At anotbiEr whistte the cows 
sep9i'ated from the herd, and came forward ta 
be milked. This and the management of tht 
dairy form the. chief employment of the men, . 
In the morning a third signal sent the cattle out 
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•••• Tiic milk of tl^ar C0W» whca 
led) is the principal food of th^ Caffre»» 
coiiotiy abounds with a great variety of 
^jiiiiie ; Jbft tbe ^q;>hant and the bufEalo h»v0 of 
hi^ years beccone very scarce* 
' Thfi Ca£k&t have not contrived lo draw imj 
adxaatagp from tbe. possession of a sea-poast^ dot 
do tb^ fiiUow any kind of fishing, \ybether 
j^>c9 am i^estrained by jBome superstitious attacb* 
iismty which forbids them the use of fish ; or their 
jxiode of life baa hitherto prevented them from 
considiuiag ih^. meaiia by wMc^hi.tbey might ob- 
tdki a support fi!<om the waters* is untoo^a; 
Ixai ^y jscareely know what kind of a creature 
ft fish is. Nor in the whole extent of their coast* 
jichicb i& WMb«d by the 9ea> and int^rsect;ed by 
ieve|rai bu^ and deep rivers, is there a singi|^ 
Jbfiiat or canae» » iu2y thing resembUng a float- 
aagxMsel* 

, The Caffnes ar/e supposed jK>t to be the abori* 
^ines of tbe^.s(Hithern^ angle of Afnca* TIm^ 
ace surmundcd on aXL ^idos by a people difiggreot 
&om them ia colour, an features* in form» m 
disposition* ia manners* and in language ; ajpid 
at.wiiuld* th^fore* be absurd to consiidbr them 
as in^gcnovs to the spot they at present possess* 
To speculate Q» (be jorigtn of the Cafires* it is 
]xobabie they are descendants of the Bedouin 
^cabs* Wvho penetrated into almost every pact 
mi- tbis. continent* Certain it is*^ that muph sif 
th^ Avab features are visible in the countienanoe 
of a. C^affre f and they groatly jresemble ^ each 
l^r in their wa^ of life* their pastoral luibil% 
pxl character. • . 

3 . ,• ^srx^w's Travels ia Soutbei^i Africa. 
5 H 2 
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4M tAVrMftU. 

PVrtepft no nftyoa«n^e«rch, r^ftftkeo cd li t dfl ti gl j ^ 
can pvockice ao fine a race of men aft- theCaffrev) . 
the^ are talli stout, musbular, well-propord^icdf, 
and ekgaot figures. Thef zx^ exewpts^ indeed, 
from manf of those causes, which, in snore 
civiliced sodeties, impede the growth and deaden 
the vigour of the human frames Their diet m 
aimpk ; their exefcise of a aalutaff nalitm ? and 
the air they breathe pure and salubrious s they 
ace unacquaioleci with the use of enecvalaiii^ and 
deleienous Hquors s and they eat when hungv^ 
and skcp when nature deroamla ease and vtkesko^ 
meat* la such a iife, languor and laclanchoiy 
eanaot exist ; and, in facti the counteqance.df 
a Caffrt is alwa3r8 pladd and cheerful, and the 
whole of his deportment bespeaks peace and 
content. < 

S#me of the Caffivs arp eoftoed witli daa> 
•cloaks, but the greater part go entirely naked. 
The women wear on their headn cap« of leather, 
ornamented with beads, sheilai tt^ pieces of 
copper and iron, which are disposed in a varied 
of forms. They have also long ckMdcs that de* 
pend to the calf of the leg. The chief of the 
Cafires have a long touM chain suspended.€Qtba 
left side* ..i 

Their villages consist of about forty oi! fifty 
hats, constructed in the form of bee-hvras. Thflt 
whkh is destined for the use of the qneeastnub 
at the head of the village, and is larger than the 
rest, and finished in a more ei^ant mamie& 

T'hese hutaare about ten feet in diameter^ and 
eight feet in bright. ^They are first shaped by 
framas of wood, and afterwards plastered, over 
with a kind of mortar composed of day and the 
dung of catUe f and, when this Is sufficiently 
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jiif f^^Satf^t netttif covemd with nwtdag* Thef 
9w»rimcy vaitn, and complete^ pro6f agaimt 
iisiter* 

Xlw princtpftl weapon of the Carres it an mm 
iqpear from hkie to twelre inches in JengtM, 
mlmdi tliey call omkontooy bat the HottentcMto 
f^re4t the appellation of hassagai« Thef. wii 
4iuow this speany with a tolerable degree of 
exactness, to the distance of fortf or fif^ pacev. 
/Wlie»inl3attle Ihe^r receive the point of the h&Kh 
aagai on an oval sisielcl, made of the hide of a 
te^kodc. > Tte keeiie, which \i a stick sfaoQt twa 
^dBt and m half in lei^th> with' a round knob at 
the end, 18 less formtdabie than the hassagtf, 
iMSt used in the same manner* Everjr Caffre ts 
«aol(ti«^anda tradesman. The Icnrmer is net 
a profession, but undertaken accordhag to the 
cxij^ncies of the state of which he* is a member. 
War is never carried on bj them for the extensioa 
.of temfory or individual aggrandimment, but 
&r ^e purpose of avenging some insult or act (rf* 
iDfestice. 

: In that part of the countr3r which lies on the 
•astof the river Ketskammay the inhabitants ac^ 
kaotvledge and obey a common sovereign, whose 
name is Gaika; but on the western side, and 
among the emigrant CaifRMb each chief is in- 
dependent. Polygamy is allowed ; but the €Xti 
dimstances of the coinmcm people will 'not ^^eit^ 
nut them the indulgence of more than one wife^ 
The females being considered as the property rof 
their panents, are disposed of by aaie f and the 
usual price of a wife is an ox, or two cows^ 
Their lawa are simple^ and founded less oar 
policy than on the unerring principles of nature* 
)f a murder afaoidd iq^pear to be cinnmitted l^ 
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pm»e4itiAtd(dea«8ii, the |Hi|ietntDtiiCl^cq{«i. 
Ift m/buiAy futtiy^kf^ But shoulii ^ m^m 
kill ADOtlMn: in liis defence, in a quarrel^ .or bf « 
•oddent^ he mufil pay to the rektiom c^tfaie d£>{ 
.fooct a ocftaia fine, vMch is genorallx fixed b|^ 
the elders of the hordes accord^ to ^e rank cC 
the deceased. A chieif has no power oTer,th(^ 
Hives pf his. sufaj^ts ;. and shouVl he put any maa. 
to death by design, or in ihe heat q£ pas8ipa» Jbe 
^vottld be expend the community. Restitution 
Is the only puniahiaefit pClhdtU 

TheXaffies believe in the existence of scone 
invisible pover, whi^ cai|se»Axn^ to die sud- 
denly, or before they arrive at yeucB ai matoriiy | 
that noses the windy.aod malcea the thunder and 
fightning to ii^urc) or terrify them ; that gives 
the^sttU)!^ di^rf~and thcL moc^n by. qjieHi sMk 
In shoit that cceated all those things which thiy 
coidd neither understand nor imitate* They 
know little more of astsonomy, than that in about 
thifty days the moon will have gone ks coursci 
and that after twelve of them the same seasons. 
^11 return* Their only chrondogy, which is 
regist^ed by notches m. wood, is kept by the, 
moon, and seldom extends ^beyond one gene- 
ration. Some i^teat event, as the death of a 
chief, OP the gioniijigof a victory, generally .serves^ 
IbranewKra. 
' Not the smallest .vestige of a writteujchara^tqr 
«an be traced among them ; but their language^ 
appears to be the cepnaina oi something supemr 
to that of a savage nation* In the e&u^ciatibn 
It is soft, fluent, and harmonious, and*free from^, 
that disagreeable monotony, whtcfa is observable! 
mmong a barbarous peG^»l^ The Cafires differ 
very essentlially from aM the n e i gh bouring na? 
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IMMt^'- lAlhetnannef of their disposal xH 4lie dssd* 

S^^Keral'Tites acre bestowed imlf on the'bocyes of 

tli^r Chiefs, and on their chiMim* live'fATner 

to^tf^en'M in the kraals, or places m^iert tl»c ox* 

«&* U8i3^ny stand at night ; the latti^ are deposit^ 

ed m- the hill^ excavated by the fiiynlne«op4i«gai 

oi^ ant^^eaters. The bodies of the reit are expbs- 

eQ~ to be deyoilrecl by iiTohresj ^iM^^'which tM 

cbcmtnraboimdff*' .^a .> : ' > 



r -,.• ., i > CHAP. vn. ' 
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^'■'yHB' conhlfy <* the Ifc^tentota ia^tftiHiElei 
ryk between the twenty-eighth and thirty-fiftH 
j dl efe i tes of »outh latitude ; and contains the Dutoh 
Cown at the Cape' of Good Hope, which sti^s 
ki thirty.four degrees fifteen minutes of sooth 
Iftthiide, and in sixteen degrees twentf minutea 
0f east longitude from London. The Ifettentot 
nations are divided mto sixteen hi nuniberi the 
Bosjesmans,' the i^onaqtmsv i^'Sutsaxfnas, the 
Odiquas, the'Chirigriqua^, the Greatef and Lea- 
tcr Kamaaquas, the Attaquaa, .the KoopmmiSt 
Mie HcssKjuas, the Songuas, the ^Daftgcas, *the 
fiamaquas, the Gauroes, the Ho^teniquas^ the 
Heykoms, and the Chamtoitrs* 

; The soil in general is so am^ingly rich £t» t» 
be capidile of produotng every spedea of grwni 
herbs, and fruitos the country, indeed, about the 
Cape, is full of rocks aiid tiiount^iri% but their 
spacious summits are cloathcd wkh rich pasture^ 
enai^Ued with a vs^ety of Aowers of the im>^' 
exquisite beauty and fragrance) and abound 
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9lo9$9f and locmdeji thmti^ tbe vaHies. T^ 
liUMiWlifoh iiife^r?etie ai« to heautifal «s tbe loi^ 
agfanutioo -Ml conceive, aiid charm Ihe ^e «<* 
cvoTf sp^GtMoTt who is c^ialleof tellihiDg tilt 
•Kttbemit'profhielionA of uoaasisled nature* 

Tl« Capa ^i^.Good Mopt was first <fiapov«rei 
br tbe.ISKtiigiir^.i^ the ye«r 1493, iMtt tlie|r 
established no setdement nearer, k than m ^ 
banks of the Great Fish river. About the yetf 
laoo, almost every .£itii^an mikua began tt> 
visit the Cape in their vof agea to the EaaC In- 
dies ; and m i62Cg mf^mA [iwseasion of it wai 
taken by two commanders of the East India 
4tompttif , in the hmm ^ Itmes, kh^ of Great 
Britain ; but it was no farther noticed, at #Mtt 
IhMf fciy<liir fii«liA t(^vcimn»fOU -In MM 
asplain Vm lUabeek famng toncJie^ at ttfs 
place uMi^Q^eh fleet, and 4ra!«fi a^raM^afaH 
conclusion ^f the fbrtatty.of the &<»], the 
abundance ofcatatt and tb<^ mctabitity <tf tht 
nativeai i^piBsani^d the f^roat i^tion^l ttitmi^ 
iairea «^i«h might accrue from eMfelishing « 
eQkui]r4it the Capa erf G^od iiope. In conf 
sequence. of rAaaar aepresentatioiK, ths dtrectoo 
<tf the Butch Eait India coiitpa^f fitted out four 
ahtpB for the'«ap(pditi(Qfi, appointed Van Riebeeh 
comnGHndar Jn fchie^ and vested him widi M 
powam Va twat with. the Hoitenmts, and to roidEe 
such discretiomuy^^attpttlaUoas as Imght t^endaiei 
CO the IhteaMof the aepaUiek in generd, and of 
ahe c^nnpany ;«» pafti^ufaH^ Uavifig arrived at 
the Cape, the Dutch commander presented the 
natives) with a vast quantHy ofi tof s, ^nket^ 
and liquors, to the value of 50,000 guilders! 
iifwn which the Hcmentotai t:barmad vith his 
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g^CMiqry f«te theta pemiuMmin icttte tmongf 
idevn) migned a pan o^ the ooiuiciy in thelfriai 
tour^ Mid comnieKcial vegiilaiioiM fitieBied to b^t 
^taUiaiied on the finn and pemMMMnt tiaiis df 
109it>rocid4ntfereBU ^ 

. The. difficuhtes which for a tinle im|>ed6d thir 
ei^HNMi of tbenattknieiic, w<!ra pHncipolly be^ 
wm im t d tfy the ^Ud heasta of «Kriotis *kihd» 
^biph abounded in ever^r part of the (:oiintrjr« 
Q9prt«My t^ uhek* pas«6o Ibr ititl^Eicatlng li« 
i9im»aiid hi^blilcs, of the only meitfisof Mistenee^ 
Hkj^uiaitk^ began nq>id]7 to decline in tiumlxerf 
I0mI !lhto^ tfnoNMiolifheiira of the aettfers- #ete iA 
taufporcioni to the diinhintton of bbet^les. Nd 
kWl waa granted m ptoperty except in the tie^ 
siigr of the Ca^. A law waa passed Chat tho 
p^tostttdiiBtance ih>nr one Hoiise to another shotiM 
Uk thtee miles i and on account of the scarei^ 
0f water, it frequently ^hap^iened that mmf 
Sums Were ntuch farther distant from each oth^r« 
As the Dutch fliitanced, the natives retired; 
^ attd thode that remained wkh their herds among 
the new setters, were soon i«j^eed to the iieces« 
4ity i^htcomingthcir'seinrants. 
; In 1795) the Dutch colony at the Cape siiN 
tendered to the arms of his Britannick majesty-} 
Hot at the general peace of i aoi, It was restbred 
ii^'its former possessors; with -this agreemenf; 
j9mt the' port should be c^p^ to the commerce 
ind ntfrigadon of the i^igliah aiid-Fffench na^ 
(ions. No permanent limits had been' fixed td 
tJbe coMny, undet the 'Dtiti6h go?ermnent : but 
during the period in whiGh4t was held by Great 
Britain^ the territory composing the .settlement 
of the Cape of Good Hope was defined ; and 
ifta ASM 'taiglhJfrom wast to eaal was found to 
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bom wmith tmjmrtik two hundred .«im1 thv^ 
tfarafli E^isliah mik^^ compretoidiQg aiiiiireii«f 
188,^150 ftcpMe mites. This grc«t lexteat .«C 
country, if we deduct the. pQpulatiQO of Cai^ 
To«ii, ispftibably pe^j^led hf About ^fteen thou* 
atod white iohsUMtimts.; insomuch thiit efi^ry ia8» 
4tvidiial posifiss^ ei^pht andoi^-half aqto^^ miloi 

^fgMMIKl. . ,j 

.' I^hs^ been supfiosdd thi^ the HottenMs foA 
|]M»,dMCeiidiiBtJi of the aaeient Troglodyjtes, who 
SP0re^ the posterity of AbnUmm hy his mb 
S^Uhmk* It is coQJecti/red )>y A l^te writ«j^ who 
ImveUed thcough this country, that th#y i^ 
teo^n^ extinct. ^' These ^i^eak people," . saya 
|f«, ^^ the most hdpless, and in their paesenfe 
fpoditkm peiiu4>s the inost wretched^ of the 
b«unan race, duped out of their pos^^s8k>n% 
their Gouiktry, and fiasdly out of their liberty 
have entailed on their miserable ofisprii^ a 
slate of existenoe, to which that of sla^^ry n^fat 
bear the eoiOEipanson oS b^q^ioess., It-is-^t con* 
dition, however, not lil^eiy to continue to a v^qi 
remote posterity* The name of Hottentot win 
be forgotten, or scarcely remembered ^; ^nd their 
aumbers of. late years have rapidly Reclined V 
Various, it seema, are the causes which have 
contributed to the depc^ulation of this peppiqi 
mmong which moy be reckoned thp io^ioliuick 
custom <^ hordii^ together io ^uniliea^. their 
extreme poverty; and the crufd. treatment, the^ 
receive from an inhumap and ^feeling p^^aaant* 

• Barrow's Travels in Sonthcm Africa* 
f When the English obtained possession of the Cap^ 
of Good Hope, they found that the Dtttchhad>eenla tie 
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f .^e^angQftgeofthe Hotteti«(>ts is hmh and 
cHsagrteable. It is a compound of the most 

. tatstiordinary sounds. Almost all monosyllatdes^ 
and tlie first part of compounded words, are 
Spelled the mouth with a sudden retraction of 
the tongue from the teeth or palate, against 
w)iich it had been pressed. I'he noise made by 
t^ dental is that which is sometimes used ta 
express impatience ; and the palatial is more full 
mA sonorous, and nearly similar to the clacMng 
of a hen that has chickens. Hence it is, that 
the language of the Hottentots has been called 
a monster, in which the ear^can distinguish 
nothing articulate, and said to resemble th^ 
chattering of the magpf e and the screaming of 
the owl. But when it is considered, that all 
languages) in their infancy, consisted probably 

* €tf simple or monosyllahick sounds, to which' 
vaiious inflexions of the voice -were applied for 
eonveying a nuihber of ideas, it will be con* 
fessed, that the mode adopted, by the Hottentots 
for expressing a Tanety of objects, and for con- 
i|^ying ideas in a clear and a distinct manner, ii^ 
extremely curious and extraordinary*. The di- 
vision of simple sounds into their elements, and 
by the varioas combinations of these elements 
to form an unlimited number of new sounds, 
was •ne of the most wonderful , inventions of 
man, and far beyond the powers and genius of 
a Hottentot* But by means of a very few com- 
pound words and the clacking of the tongue, 
a^ drat wa« necessary in speech was obtained. 
The language of tlte Hottientots, it is generally 

lia^c of Iveakmg criminals on the wheel, and of ivii^g 
t^ rack and tonure for extorting confiessiQn, 
Vol: XIII. 2 I ' 
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iuppoMd> cannot be acquired by any £ur(^je»n i 
bat the difficulty of speaking tt^ which is chiefijr 
occasioned by the acti<»L of the tong oe, is scxm 
overcome* Most of die Dutch peasantry in the 
distant districts have learned it ; ami manjr ci 
them are so much accustomed to its nse, that 
they introduce into their own language a mot^9B 
ef the €0*980 of speech, sufficiency ^Ihtinct to 
show finom whence they obtaifted it* 

Tiie person of a Hottentot, while young, is-b^ft 
no niAana void of symmetry and beauty. They 
are well-proportioned and erect. No protid>e« 
yance of muscle indicates strength; but tho 
body is delicately formed, and mai^ the efieitii^ 
nacy and inactivity of the mind. They have 
large heads, lively eyes, a fiat tiose^ thic^ Ixps^ 
teeth white aft ivory, hair reseml^ng that of 
negroes and exceedingly black, and large broad 
feet. The colour (^the akin is a yeUoWisdb browiif 
and not unlike a faded leaf, but very cfififerent 
from the sickly hue of a person 4n the jautidite, 
which it has been said to resemble* Some of 
the women, when young, and previously to theU* 
bearing children, might serve as models of per« 
lection in the human figure. Th^ir hands and 
feet are remarkably small and delicate ; and in 
their gait they are not altogether devcud of 
grace. 

'. The Hottentots are subject to no particidaT 
disease. Life is generally terminated by a gra^ 
dual decay, and at an earlier period of existence 
than in most countries of a lihe temperature* It 
it is rare to see a Hottentot sixty yeffi7i:of age. 
When a man has become old and infirm, the 
ton, or nearest relation, assembles all the male 
inhabitants of the kraal, or hamlet; informs 
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them of bis miserable condition; and requests 
that tbef wU) expel him from the society* This 
^mand is always complied with* Having 
placed the decrepid old man upon an ox, a great 
part of the inhabitants accompany and conduct 
him to a hut erected for the purpose, in some 
remote and solitary spot. Here they deposit a 
few articles within his reach, and then depart, 
and leave this miserable outcast of society to 
perish of age and hanger, if he is not devoured 
by wild beasts- 
Low, however, as they are sunk in the scale 
of humanity, their character seems to be much 
traduced and. misrepresented. They are^ in ^e* 
nerai, a mild, quiet, and timid people ; entire- 
ly harmless, honest, and faithful ; and, though 
occasionally phlegmatick, they are kind and af- 
fectionate to each other, and not incapable ef 
strong attachments. A Hottentot would divide 
the last morsel he had with his companions. 
They are not defective in talent, but possess lit« 
tie exertion to call it into action. Their indo* 
lence is a real disease, the only remedy of which 
is terror. Rather than have the troul^e of pro^ 
curing food by tlie chase, or of digging the 
gnHind for roots, they will fast the whole day, pro- 
vided they may be allowed to sleep. JElating and 
sleeping form their highest gratifications ; and 
when, they cannot indulge in the former, they ge- 
nerally find immediate relief in the latter. " To" 
think,'' says the Hottentot, " is to labour, and to 
labour is the scourge of life." 

Medicine and astronomy are two sciences, 
which may be supposed to have dated their ori- 
gin from the first dawn of cii^lization : by the 
saiCj men. were, taught to strengthen the vital 
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fonctionst and to repair their injured frame'; 
•hd by the other, thef became acquainted with 
the periods of seedtime and harvest/ Among 
the Hottentots there are none, who profeasedlf 
practise the liealing att ; and of the other they 
know still less. They have a name, indeed, for 
the sun, another for the moon, and a third for 
the stars ; but this is the extent of , their astro- 
nomical knowledge. They are, however, excel- 
lent marksmen with the gun ; are remarkably- 
expert in exploring a passage across a desertj or 
uninhabited country ; and, by the quickness of 
their eye, will discover objects at an immense 
distance* 

f The custom of greasing the body and wrap* 
ping it in skins, has been the constant iheme oC 
abuse against the Hottentots, but without the 
umailest reason. In a hot climate, and^wherc 
water is extremely scarce, it is a natural resource 
to anoint the skin lest It should become shrivel- 
led and parched by the scorching rays of the 
suA, and has been adopted by most nations 
situated in or near the torrid zone* This cus« 
torn, indeed, renders their effiuvia disgusting to 
strangers ; but tends to promote the activity of 
their bodies, and gives them a swiftness of foot 
equal to that of most horses. During the dry 
and sultry season, -the men use no other cover- 
ing than this unction ; but in cold and wet 
weather, they wear caps made of lamb skins» 
and maiftkis, called ciiossas, thrown over the 
shoulders. These crossas serve for coverings by 
day, beds at night, and even winding-sheets af- 
ter their decease. A beau will probably faaten 
a bracelet of beads* or a ring of coppePt nnmd 
his wrist, and powder his hair with a pulveriEed 
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herb eall^ buchu ; but these generalise constl- 
tMp^ the ornaments of the other sex. 

Tb^ Hottentot women, like those of most 
iC^ber nationsi are fond of finery, and have their 
Becksy arms, and legs, loaded with glass-beads ; . 
but the largest and most splendid of these orna- 
ments are bestowed on a little apron, about se- 

*vea or eight inches in width, which hangs from 
the waist, suid scarcely reaches the middle of 
^e thigh* A vast number of Dutch toys and 
trinkets are constantly imported, of which these 
people are extravagantly fond, and for which 
they foolishly barter their cattle and most valu- 
able property. The men blow up the bladders 
of the wild beast^ they have slain, and tie them 
to their hair as proofs of their bravery. Thejr 
seldom go abroad without a stick of about a 
ioot in length, to the end of which is tied the 
^ushy tail of a wild cat, fox, or other animal ; 
.which server ^s a handkerchief to wipe ^ the 
dust or sweat, and clean their nosues* 

They eat tlie entraijs of beasts, after depriving 
them (^ impurities, and "S^hing Jthem in cleaA 
water. But, besides the flesh of cattle and cer- 
tain wild animals, they also subsis{^,:On fniit$ 
and roots* They boil their meat after the Hur 
jopea^ manner, but roast it diiferently. Few^ 
however, are at any trouble in cooking their 
^victuals ; and they more generally prefer raw 
laeat, which they tear in pieces with tlieir fin- 
gers, and eat so voraciously, that the very sight 
of them is sufficient, to nauseate a delicate sto? 
mact). They have some traditionary laws among 
them, which prohibit the eating of swine's flesh 

^ jand.of £shes without scales. The women ai^ 
«kIso forbi4(lei^ to eat the blood of beasts^ and 
"' ' " - 2 I 2 
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the teth of d>e mole ; but ihis prokibitiQa ex« 
tends not to the men. In dressing ^eir lipod, 
tbejF use neither salt nor spice-; but they ftre 
not averse to the highly seasoned viands c^ the 
Europeans. 

The ordinary beverage of, the Hottentots is 
milk or water, which are the natural Uquid pco- 
ductiuns of their country ; but, unfbrtunatd^ 
£»r them; they are great k>ver8 of wine, brandf > 
and arrack, which, if thieir circumstanoes per- 
fnit, they drink to such excess, that they fre- 
qu^Uly become" victim^ to this spedes of intern* 
peranee* 

The houses, or hots, of the natives, are boill 
in an elliptical form, and formed by fixing se- 
veral large sticks in the ground, which are bait 
1^ the top so as to describe an arch, and covered 
with mats sewed together. The entrance is s^ 
dom more than three feet m height, and answers 
the triple purpose of door, window, and xhifii«> 
ney. A few earthem vessels, intended for the 
jpur^bse of dressing their victuals, constitute the 
whde of their furniture. Twenty, or more of 
these huts are generally placed together, in « 
circular form, and make what is ci^ied a krmtif 
ov viUage, which frequently contains three or 
ibur hundred persons* Each kraal has aa here^ 
(titary, pM well as a general chief of the tribe^ 
who is called kongut* To the latter it bielongs ta 
oommand the army ; direct all thdr negocia* 
ttons ; preude in the council, and judge sueh 
cii^ and criminal causes as are broug^ befert 
kirn by appeal from the other kraals. 

At the ceremony of a marriage, the men squat 
down on the ground in a cirde, the centre of 
ivbi(4i is occupied by the bridegitiom; a»d the 



^ 
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vottten form a similar ring round the brivfe) at 
iawae distance. In this situaUcm they continue) 
till the priest, entering first the circle of men, 
-^bcbargies a small quantity of uritie on the bride* 
groom, who rubs it over his body with the 
greatest celerity; after which, the old gentle- 
inati pr6ceeding to the other circle, performs the 
same office on the.bride, who likewise robs her* 
scif with this delicate liquid, after the example 
of- the bdd^room. The priest then goes from 
tke one to the other alternately, till his resenroir 
■br exhausted ; apd whilst in the act of beisprink^ 
ling them, repeats the following form of prayers 
^^ M9J you live long together, and be happy ! 
may you be blessed with a son before the end of 
the year, and may that son prove the comfort of 
your cdd age 1 Baad may he IxH^ome a man of tou* 
sage,-and a great hunter !;* ' 

- When an infant is born, it is rubbed gently 
09«r with cow-dung, which is dried by the sun, 
windy or fire* They then gather a few stalks of 
figs, with the juice of which they wash the limbs 
'oi the child, in tMxler to ^ve them vigour and 
activity ; after which, the whde body of the in- 
fmt is besmeared with the ftit of sheep or but- 
ter, and powdered with buchu, which they ima- 
1^ contains very salutary qualities* The child 
ia then named by one of die parents, being pre- 
viously sprinkled with urine, and generally re^ 
cieives its appellation from some favourite beast* 
When the males reach their eighth or ninth jrearv 
Uiey are deprived of their left testicle ; and this 
operation is supposed to contribute to their agt* 
1^ in running* When they arrive at the age of 
^hteen, they are freed from maternal author 
wtyyjmi pri^o^ed to keep the company %£ dw 
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men. On this occasion, a considembte nuoiber 
of qualified males assemble in the village, and 
squatting down in a circle, place the candidate 
§at manhood in the centre* They are then ask* 
«d by the priest, or oldest person in the assembly^ 
if they are willing to admit the youth into their 
society; and answering in the afiBrmative, the 
aged speaker addresses the youth) and informs 
l^m that he is deemed worthy of being a mem- 
ber of their community, and that it behoves him 
^ bid an eternal farewell to all puerile amuse- 
i;i(ents; and adds, that if ever he be found in 
the company of his mother, he will again be 
considered as a child, and expelled the society of 
men* After repeating these injunctions, the el- 
der discharges a stream of urin^ on the npvici- 
atey and pronounces with an audible voice the 
£:^lowing benedictions: '^ May good fortune 
(Oastantly attend thee I and thou live to an old 
age I May thy beard soon appear, and grow rar 
pidly I and mayst thpu increase and multiply I" 
On the death of a Hottentot, the corpse 
is wrapped up in tlie crosaa of the deceased; 
and after an interval of six hours, ail (he men 
and women of the village assemble^ each sex 
£onning a separate circle, and clapping their 
iiands exclaim, '^ Bo, bo, bo l" which signifies 
'< Father, father, father I" Having deposited 
the dead body in the cleft of a rock, or the den 
pf some wild beast, they fill up the . grave witjx 
mould, stones, or sticks, to prevent the en- 
Irance of any voracious animal* Thei^ I'etucc^ 
ing to the village, they squat down in two circles, 
and renew their lamentations for the deceased^ 
and two old men distribute their urine equally 
on each individual* If the perspn that is dead 
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has left any cattle, the heir kills a sheep for the 
entertainment of the peop!e» and wears the cawl 
round his neck till it &lls off. 
: The crimes of adultery, robbery, and raurdert 
are considered as capital offences, and punished 
'with death. ' The culprit is placed in a circle* 
surrounded by the inhabitants with clubs in their 
hands, and the moment that sentence is pronounc* 
ed by the captain of the kraal, he is dispatched 
with their kirri-sticks* 

The religion of this pe6ple formerly consisted 
in acknowledging one Supreme Being, whom 
they called the God of Gods, and the creator 
and governor or all things, endued, as they be- 
lieved, with unsearchable attributes and per- 
fections, and whose residence is far above the 
moon. They offered him, however, neither 
presents nor victims, but made sacrifices and' 
-paid their adorations to subordinate deities, the 
principal of which was the moon> whom they 
thus addressed : ^ We sahite thee !— Thou art 
wekome \ — Give us fodder for our cattle, and 
abundance of milk i" But' Mr. Barrow informs 
us, that no traces of reliQion are now to be 
found among them. 

« Some of the Hottentots, however, have been 
converted to Christianity, especially by the Mo- 
ravian missionaries established among the Bos- 
jesmans, whose proselytes increased to such a 
degree, during the time that this coloi^ was la 
the possession of the English, that it was found 
necessary to send to Europe ibr more teachers 
of the gospel. The converts, on Sundays, re- 
gularly attend divine service, . and appear at 
church neat and clean, and the very reverse of 
the rest of their country iheA ; and their* deport- 
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ment is truly devout and commendaUe. Thtf 
teem ranch affected wkh what is delivered bf ths 
missionaries^ and tears £tequently flow from the 
eyes of those, to whom the discourse is more 
particularly addressed*. 

Having given a concise aocoimt of what seined 
most remarkaUe in the manners, policy, and 
religion of the natives, we shall next proceed to 
desoibe Cape Town, and its principal edifices* 
This capital is pleasantly situated at the head of 
Table Bay, and afibrds shelter to ships in the 
harbour from the winds that blow &om the west. 
The town coosista of about eleven hundred houseay 
built with regularity, and kept in neat order; 
and is dispos^ into stni%ht and parallel streets, 
which intersect each other at right angles. There 
are three or four squares, in one of which is 
held the publick mari&et ; another is the resort of 
the peasantry with their waggons, from the re«- 
mote districts of the coloojr; and a third serves 
as a parade, for exercinng the troq>s. Many of 
the streets are open and airy, and have canals of 
water running through them, walled, and planted 
with oaks, on ead^de. 

The barracks, originally intended for an hos* 
IMtal, and for irpositories c^ com, are a ku^, 
well-designed, and regular building, which» 
with two of its wings, occupies part of one of 
the sides of the great square ; and the higgler 
apartments are sufficiently spacious for contain* 
ing four thousand men. The castle is a mag- 
nificent and extennve edifice, which eovers the 
harbour, and is an excellent defence against any 
sudden invasion. It affords every necessary •c* 

* Barrow^ Travels in Southern A&ica* 
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ooofttnodattioTi for a gftrrisoa of one thousand 
men ; contains very commodious and beautiM 
ksdgiT^ for all the officers of the company r 
wid has magazines for publick stores. The other 
buildings are a Calvinistick andXutheran church ;^ 
a guard-house^ in which the council of hurghiers 
meet for the transaction of business relative to 
the police of the town; a large structare, in 
which the i^laves of the government are lodged ; 
and the court of justice, where civil and criminal 
causes are heard smd determined. 

The government of the Cape is composed of 
eight council. The first, or grand council, con- 
sists of the governor and eight others, who are 
generally the highest officers in the company's 
service ; the second is the college of justice ; the 
tiitrd takes cognizance of all breaches c€ the 
peace, and is dependent on the last ; the fourth 
i» called thc; court of marrisiges, and takes care 
that alt nuptial contracts be entered into with 
the consent of the parents or guardians of both 
parties ; the fifth is the chamber of orphans ; 
the »xthis the ecclesiastical college ; the seventh 
is the court of common council ; and the eighth 
superintends all military regulations* The ser- 
vants of the Dutch company amount to about 
six h<indred, who are divided into two classes, 
iht qualified and the unqualified : the former are 
tifiose who compose the administration, and their 
elerks ; the latter are the soldiers, artificers, and 
memal servants* 

• The garden belonging' to the company at the 
^pe, wtiich is one of the greatest beauties of 
tb* i^ace, and* perhaps the most extraordinary 
in the world, contains every fruity flower, or 
i^rub, that is valuable or curfous in every part 
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of the globe. It is large and spacious^ ft6d cotns^ 
mands a delightful prospect of the sorroufidtEig^ 
Country* The beauties of this charming spot 
are innumerable and inconceivable: thousands 
of various Bowers strike the eye at once, and vie 
with each other in native splendour ; groves of 
trees of every species spread their branches to 
the sun ; and shady wa^s and elegant pavilions 
9dd to the scenery, and give the* whole a roman- 
tick and enchanting appearance. 

The three hills which form the Table Valley, 
^re called the Table Mountain, Lion Mountain, 
and Wind or DeviPs Mountain. The first ap« 
pearance of so stupendous a noass of naked rocks 
as the Table Molintain, cannot ML oi arresting 
the attention of every indifferent observer of na- 
ture, and must particularly interest that of the* 
mineralogist* The north front of this mountain 
directly feces Cape Town, in nearly a honaontal 
line of about two miles in length. The summit 
resembles the leaf of a table, and appears at a 
distance smooth and level, but is craggy and 
uneven. In the middle are sisveral chasms, 
which give to it the appearance of the ruined 
walls of some huge and terrible fortress. These 
walls rise above the level of Table Bay to the 
height of 3582 feet; and the east side, which 
terminates at right angles to the front, is much 
higher. Upon some parte of the summit, be* 
tween the masses of solid rock* are severs^ sons 
of beautiful shrubs ; and stately , trees grow in 
the chasms. During the' dty season, froin Sep- 
tember to march, the top of this n^ountaiais 
fi^uently enveloped in a cloud, which has i|ot 
been improperly termed tlie Table Oqth^ :From 
this cloud issue th^ sout,h-east winds» which blow 
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^kh .incredible fiir>', and threaten every thing 
within their reach with instant destruction. When 
the sailors perceive the summit of the mountain 
enveloped in this cloud, they say, " The Table 
is covered, we must prepare for the storm*." 

The Lion Mountain is contiguous to the sea, 
extends towards the north, and is separated from 
Table Mountain by a small chasm. The depre- 
dations of time and the force of torrents having 
carried away the looser and less compact parts, 
.the summits of these three mountains have be- 
come disunited, but they are still joined at a 
very considerable elevation above the common 
base* The height <^ Lion Mountain is 531$ 
feet ; and the upper part consists of a solid mass 
of stone, rounded and fashioned similar to ^ 
work of art, and from some points of view very 
much resembles the dome of St. Paul's cathedral ' 
in London. The Wind or Devil's Mountain is 
two thousand one hundred ^and sixty feet in 
height, commands an extensive prospect of the 
whole suiTounding counU^, and .aboimds with 
excellent pastures, v 

In the Cape colonies is abundance of cattle of 
every description, particularly of cows and sheep : 
the former of which) when young, ai^ ^o exceed- 
kigly wild, that it is dangerous to approach 
them ; and the latter are chiefly distinguished by 
their long tails, though this is by no means ail 
appendage peculiar to those in tt^iis part of Africa. 
In this country are two species of tame hogs ; 
€ne of which has no bri^^^S; and was originally 

* A similar phenomenon sometimes appears in certain 
parts of the counties of Cumberland, Westmortlan(^» 
Lancashire, and Yorkshire. 

Vol. XIU. 2 K 
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imported firom the island of JaTsu Horsefly 
which were at first brought from Per«a) are now 
verf numercms. A poutid ai tobacco wiA pror 
cure a fine fat ox ; and sheep and other aal^ 
mals are proportionably cheap. The buffs^ is. 
the strongest and the fiercest of the bovine 
genus ; and nature seems to have intended it for 
producing extraordinary effects- The fibres of 
its muscles are like so many bundles of cords* 
ttnd they are covered with a hide little inferior 
in strength and thickness to that of the rhinoceros* 
It is very curious and remarkable, that the teeth 
of this species of buffalo shot '4 at all times be 
so loose in the sockets^ as to rattle and shake. 
* The wild beasts, however, make territrfe havock 
among the tame animals, and kifi vast mambers 
tnerely for the sake of sucking the blood, as they 
generally leave the carcase untouched. Of these 
the lion is the most formidable and destruedve, 
and usually prefers the blood of the Hottentots to 
that of any other creature. The rhinjoceros sdsp 
attacks tnen with great fiiry ; and is the moa^ 
implacable enemy of the elephant, the befiyof 
which it rips open with the horn that protrudes 
from its snoutf and leaves the wOund^ beaat to 
expire. Among the other wild ai)im^ of the 
Cape, are goats of various species, baboonsy 
porcupines, earth*hogs, and a remaikisble creii« 
^ture to which the Dutch have given the ^ipell^tion 
of stinkbingsom, or stink^box^ The last mefi- 
tioned animal is shap«} like a ferret, and is about 
the size of an ordinary dog* When pursued k 
emits an odour from its tail so strong and dis« 
agreeable, that no creature can endure it, and 
which serves as an effectual means of defence 
fitgainst evejy enemy* The «ebrai or wild a^. 
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^llte »kin of which is spotted and streaked^ ia 
also common in this country ; and Ihere is an 
nhandance of wild-cats of different species, and 
of an infinite vmety of colours. 

Of the feathered race., ostriches are remark- 
9SAj numerous ; andso heavy that they are in* 
capable of fiying, and uu(>g their wings only by 
way of saib) skim along the ground* They are 
easily tamed, and many of them are kept in the 
Cape fortress. The flamingo is a beautiful bird, 
rather larger thaDn a swan, and has a neck pro* 
portionably longer ; its bill is broad, and the 
upper mandible crooked, and bends Tery con* 
aiflerably over the under one* Its c^eck and 
head are as white as snow, the upper post of the 
wing-feathers are of a fianie<ok)ur, and the 
lower part black. Its legs have an orange tingei 
and are much longer than those of the stork* 
The serpeAt-eator, or spoon-bill, is rather larger 
than a goose, and has a long) straight, and broad 
bill, greatly resembling a spoon. This bird is 
never moisted by the natives, tcm account of its 
destroying serpents and other venomous- crea^ 
tures. The knor-cock ahd kn6r-h«i, howevor, 
are among the most remarkable birds, with 
which this country abounds, and serve as senr 
iinels to the rest of the winged tribes* No 
sooner do they discover a man, than they give 
timely warning of the ap|Mx>ach of danger, and 
make a loud noises which seems to express the ' 
words cracit / crack! on hearing which, the other 
"bii^s immediately take wing and fiy away. This 
bird is about the size of a common hen, and has 
black feathers on the crown, but the rest are 
variegated with red, white, uid ash-colour. It 
lias a short and black beak, and yellow legs. ; 



d by Google 



3r* BOTTENTOTS. 

and its fleih is esteemed very deltcioos. In a^ ' 
dttion to these, this country affords various 
species of eagles ; the blue bird, which diSbrs- 
from the starling in nothing except in colour ; 
the gnat-snapper, or honey-eater, which subsists 
entirely on honey, and directs the natives to the 
ttones of the 'industrious bee ; the edolio, which 
perfectly resembles the cuckoo ; with the several 
species of wild and tame fowls, that are common 
to Europe. 

There are great numbers of reptiles, some of 
which are perfectly innocent, and others of the 
most malignant nature. The asp is very com* 
fluon and so is also the treeserpenN This latter 
reptile received its appellation from lodging^ 
principally on the boughs of trees, from whence 
it darts at any living creature that approaches 
within its reach. It is about two yards in length, 
and nearly an inch in thickness.* The dipsas, dr 
thirst-serpent, Miihich is also to be found in some 
other parts of Africa, is oflen to be met with 
here. It is about three quarters of a yard irt 
length, and has a broad neck and sable, back* 
The bite of this reptile causes an immedi^e in- 
flammation, which is S|)eedily followed by an 
unextinguishable thirst, unless some antidote be 
applied. The most general method of curing, 
the bite i^ to lay open the wound, to apply a de« 
tersive plaister, and to abstain from all kinds of 
liquor, till the infection be drawn out.. The hair- 
serpent, which is upwards of a yard in length, is 
considered as the most subtle and malignant of 
all others ; nor can any thing but an instant 
antidote prevent its fatal effects. Some persons 
have asserted that the head of this serpent con- 
tains a stone, which is an efficacious remedy 
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against all animal poison; but a gentleman of 
indubitable veracity^ who had dissected a head 
of this reptile, affirms that he could discover no 
^uch thing. The serpent-stones, indeed, are fa« 
briqated by the Brahmins of India, who alone 
possess the secret of their composition- These 
stones have the shape of a bean, and being ai>- 
plied to .a wound will extract the poison j but 
their origin has been falsely ascribed to the- hair« 
serpent, since they are certainly artificial pro- 
ductions. The middle of the stone is of a whitish, 
and the rest of a blue colour. It adheres closely 
to the flesh, and havings absorbed as much poi- 
. son as it can contain, drops off, and is put Jnto 
milk for the purpose of discharging itself. It 
is then repeatedly applied till all the poison be 
extracted, after which the wound will be soon 
healed. 

Scorpions are so exceedingly numerous, that 
it is dangepous to remove any articles where 
these ci*eatures are usually found. , Their sting 
produces excruciating pain, but is seldom fatal, 
unless the proper and well-known modes of cure 
be unpardonably neglected* In short, no country 
in the world abounds more with living creatures, 
innocent as well as noxious. 
' The sea on this coast is plentifully stocked 
.with fish, and other marine animals, some of 
which are unknown to Europeans. The torpedo 
or cramp-fish is frcq««ntly caught at the Cape, 
is of a circular form, and generally weighs about 
a quarter of a pound. The head does not prp- 
ject from the body ; its eyes are small, and i(s 
mouth is shaped- like a crescent, above which are 
two holes that are^ probably its nostrils. The 
.back is of an orange colour, the belly whitC; the 
iE,2 
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tail slender, and every part of the skin sniootli 
and destitute of scales. Though this fish is no 
'tvays singular in its shape or size, it has proper* 
lies for which philosophy has in vain attem{Sted 
to account. Evwy person that touches it with a 
stick feels his limbs cramped and benumbed in 
such a manner that he cannot move, and parti- 
cularly those parts which are nearest the fish* 
This extreme torpidity seldom continues longer 
than two minutes, but its efiects will not whoUjr 
sease in less than half an hour. 

During the months of May, June, July, and 
August, gold-fish are seen in prodigious shoals 
near the Cape, but in no other part of the year 
do they appear. These fish differ very much 
from those in China, and have only a circle of 
gold about each eye, and a streak along the 
back ft-om the head to the tail. Their length is 
ubouCa foot and a half. The fiesh is of a reddish 
colour, and of a delicious taste, and is esteemed * 
not only wholesome, but also medicinal, especi- 
ally in purifymg the blood and juices. 

The silver fish caught at the Cape very much 
^semble carp in shape and flavour, and com- 
monly weigh about a pound each. Their skins 
are white, and streaked longitudinally with a 
bright colour like silver. They generally keep 
out at sea, except at particular seasons, .when 
they enter the mouths of rivers ia prodigious 
■shoals. 

The fish called the bennet is about the length 
and thickness of a man's arm, and has larg^e 
scales of bright purple, variegated with streaks 
of gold. The flesh has a crimson colour, is di- 
vided into several parts by a kind of membranedus 
substance. anlTis esteemed agreerf)lc 5p4 W^^^Ht 
•ome* 
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There are two kinds of brassems, the flesh of 
Avhich is delicate and pleasant ; and besides these, 
soles, muscles, crabs, and oysters, are found in 
abundance; dolphins are frequently seen in the 
bay after a strong gale of wind. A species of 
the asterias, or star-fish, and the paper nautiluf^ 
are likewise common. These not unusually arc 
found in the cabinets of European virtuosi* 

Whales are numerous during the winter sea- 
son in all the bays of Southern Africa, where they 
are caught with more facility than in the midst 
of the ocean. They seldom exceed sixty feet in 
length, and their bones are of little value j but 
as each fish yields about ten tons of oil, they are 
deemed of sufficient consequence to attract the at- 
tention of a company which has been established 
within these few years, for the purpose of car- 
rying on a fishery at Table Bay. 

The shells are not very numerous in this part 
of the African coast; the most common are of 
the univalve tribe ; and as the peninsula is desti- 
tute of lime-stone, these are frequently collected 
and reduced to lime. 

To enter on an enumeratioh of the insects 
that people this region, would be foreign to the 
design of our work : to the inquisitive naturalist 
they have often presented an ample field for re- 
search and examination. In a w»rd, the coun- 
try round the Cape is rich to exuberance, both 
in animal and vegetable productions ; a few of 
the latter we shall embrace this opportunity of 
particularizing, convinced that a description of 
nature never failato interest, and to command at- 
tention. 

Though timber is extrertiely rare and expeiK 
mtf little paios b^ been taken ia the yicmhf 
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of Cape Town to promote its cultivation* Han- 
tations indeed of stone-pine and white poplar, wiUi 
avenues of oak-trees, are sometimes seen near the 
country houses, but the timber they produce is sel* 
dom equal to what might be expected from 4he 
rapidity of their growth. The sides of the hills, 
however, near the Cape, arc naturally clothed 
with the silver-tree, the conocarpa, and various 
jQthers, which are collected for the purpose of fuel 
in great abundance. 

Various exoticks might, no doubt, be success- 
fully cultivated here. Already, the cotton plant, 
indigo, the sugar cane, tea and coffee plants, are 
to be found in different parts of the colony, and 
seeqa to flourish as well as many of the indige- 
nous productions. 

Two species of the wax plant (myrica cerifera) 
are abundant in the «andy flats. The dwarf mul- 
berry, the palma christi, and the aloe, also grow 
in great luxunmic^ and plenty. 

Fix>m the approximation of the Cape olive to 
the cultivated ]plant of Europe, it is matter of sur- 
prise that the latter has never t>een introduced, 
«ince its success appears undoubted, and the co- 
lony is destitute of any vegetable oily that is fit tp 
,be applied to culinary purposes. 

Many of the tropical and most of the Euro- 
pean fruits are reared at the Cape ; and the 
table is constantly supfrfied with a variety of 
choice productions, either gi^en or dry, such as 
China and mandarin oranges, grapes, Egs, gua- 
vas, apricots, peaches, pears, pomegranates, ap- 
.ples, quinces, strawberries, walwuts, almonds, 
chesnuts, and mulberries, all of excellent quality 
and easy purchase. 

The vineyards; fruiteries; and gardens^ are 
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eommonly divided into squares, and defended 
from the parching influence of the south-east 
ivind by cot hedges of quince, oak, and myrtle; 
Barley, the principal grain ki the peninsula, is 
chiefly raised in open grounds ; but beyond tlie 
isthmus, and along the western coast> grain is 
cultivated to great advantage. 

At the close of the rainy season, which gene- 
rally takes place in September, the plains be- 
neath the Table Mountain and on the western 
shore of Table Bay are beautifully enlivened with 
the lai^e othonna, which springs up in delight* 
ful luxuriance from a verdant carpet of the creeps 
ing tri folium melilotos. Equally numerous are 
star-flowers, with a regular radiated corolla, 
either of a fine yellow or the purest white, occa- 
sionally broken and diversified with violet and 
deep green ; while the oxalis cernua, varying itj, 
colour through every tint, from the most bril- 
Jiant red and purple down to the most unsullied 
white, increases the beauty of the charming 
landscape. > 

- Again, when the beams of the sun are with- 
drawn from the gay parterres, and the. painted 
family of Flora begin to close their odoriferous 
petals, the modest ixia cinnamomea, which has 
-remained shut up atid invisible under the meri- 
dian day, begins to unfold its delicate blossoms, 
and perfiimes the evening gale with the most re- 
freshing sweetness. 

Themororera, the iris, the gladiolus, and the 
antholiza, each furnish a variety of species, equal 
in grace and elegance to the ixia. The slopes 
of the hills are richly covered and perfumed by 
an abundance of geraniums ; and in the liliace- 
ous class, the <amaryllis attracts the notice of 
every lover of vegetable nature. 
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Amoog the doep Ic^age of the oeki and the 
browner hue of the stone«pine, the soft and sil- 
very leaves of the protea argentia serve to diver* 
sify the sceite, and to add beauty to the sylvan 
walk. Extensive plantations of this tree environ 
the bottom of the* Table Mountain, and both 
hills and vales are occasionally enlivened with 
Vftfioutt species of heaths, which may well rank 
among the most elegant and attractive of Afii* 
can plants. 

Amidst the swamps which occupy part of the 
&it summit of the TaUe Mountain, the eye i^ 
delighted with a variety of handsome shrubs^ 
among which are ^nd in abundance, a tall 
fruteaoent plant, denominated the cenoea ^a* 
conata, and the physodes, a ^>ecAes of heathy 
viiK>ae delicate blossoms, highly glazed by a ^a« 
tinotts coating, axhibit a charming appearance 
4inder the cheering efiects of the solar rays- 
Such is the general picture of vegetable nature 
in the vicinity of the Cape ; its fiill detail would 
employ the labours of the botanist lor years, 
«(ter tdl that has been already written on the 
subject. 

The seasons are exactly Uie reverse of thoae 
in Europe. Spring, which commences with Sep- 
tember and ends with December, is by &r the 
most agreeable season here, as, indeed, it is in 
most countries. The summer, from December 
to the end of March, is rather sultry ; the sa»- 
tumn, from March to June, is distinguished foy 
a variety of weather, though generally plea^tfit 
towards its close ; and the winter, from June to 
September, is usually reuny, cold, and stormy. 

On the summit of the Table Mountain the 
temperature is considerably lower than in Cape 
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Town, during the clear weather of winter ; and 
in the summer the difference is stiU more per* 
ceptible, when the head of the mountain is en- 
veloped by a fleecy cloud, not inaptly termed 
" the table-cloth." 

Of all the winds which blow here, the south- 
east and north-west are the most powerful : the 
former is extremely violent when the cloud- rests 
upon the mountain, and generally predontinaCes 
from the end of August till the middle of May* 
The latter commences about the end of May, 
and blows occasionally till the termination of 
August* The approach of winter is generally 
indicated by the subsidence of the- winds, and 
the disappearance of the fleecy cloud. These to- 
kens are succeeded by heavy dews, thick fogs, 
and cold northwesterly winds, accompanied by 
violent storms of thunder, lightning, and rain. 
At the expiration of thi'ee days, however, the at- 
mosphere generally begins to brighten, and fhe 
mountains on the continent appear with their 
tops buried in snow, and a light sprinkling of 
the same is seen about the head of the Table. 

The nights are always cool, though the n^rn- 
ings are sometimes close and sultry : a sffith- 
east breeze generally springs up about the middle 
of the day, and gradually dies away as evening 
approaches. The general standard of the tempe- 
rature of Gape Town, during the winter months, 
is from fifty degrees at sun-rise to sixty at noon ; 
and in the middle of summer the thermometer 
ranges from seventy to ninety. 

The barometer varies little compared with 
what is observed in our climate. The south- 
cast winds rarely occasion an alteration in the 
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tube of more than the fifteen hundredth part of 
an inch* The regularity of the seasons intieed 
is wonderful here ; and by the daily gales which 
blow over Cape Town, a perpetual circulation 
of air is kept up, which not only contributes to 
the comforts but to the healthiness of the inha- 
bitants, among whom few diseases are known, 
except such as ai-e the result of pemiciova 
habits. 
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END or THK THIRTEENTH VO^U^E, 01 TH« 
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